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CHAP.  IV. 

On  Lues  Venerea. 

SECTION  I. 

General  Obfervations  on  Lues  Venerea* 

THE  Lues  Venerea,  Syphilis,  or  Ve- 
nereal Difeafe,  was  firft  defcribed 
with  accuracy  by  the  authors  who  flou- 
xifhed  about  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  cen- 
Vol.  II.  B  tury. 
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tury.  This  induced  many  to  imagine 
that  it  was  not  previo.iily  known  in  Eu- 
rope; and  Columbus,  with  his  followers, 
having-  about  this  period  returned  from 
their  firft  expedition  to  the  Welt  Indies, 
it  has,  in  confequence  thereof,  been  fup- 
pofed  that  they  brought  this  difeafe  along 
with  them. 

That  the  venereal  difeafe  might  be  met 
with  by  Columbus  when  he  firft  landed 
in  Hifpaniola,  I  will  mot  difpute.  Like 
many  other  difeafes,  it  might  not  be  pe- 
culiar to  one  let  of  people,  or  confined  to 
one  hemifphere  of  the  globe;  but  many 
arguments  might  be  adduced  to  mow 
that  it  was  well  known  in  the  old  conti- 
nent, and  that  it  prevailed  among  the 
Jews,  Greeks,  and  Romans,  and  their  de- 
fendants, long  before  the  difcovery  of 
America.  This  would  lead,  however,  to 
a  great  length  of  difcuilion;  and  being 
more  a  matter  of  curiolity  than  of  real 
utility,  I  mall  not  enter  farther  upon  it  at 
prefent. 

Various  definitions  have  been  given  by 
Nofoiogifts  of  Lues  Venerea,  but  the  lyrrp- 
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10ms  of  the  difeafe  are  fo  numerous,  and 
the  appearances  which  it  aflumes  are  fo 
complicated,  that  no  definition  fufficient- 
ly  comprehenfive  and  accurate,  can  be 
given  of  it.  In  fome  inftances  it  appears 
in  a  particular  fpot  only,  and  continues 
apparently  local  for  a  great  length  of 
time  j  while  in  a  great  proportion  of  cafes 
it  foon  contaminates  the  whole  fyftem, 
producing  a  greater  variety  of  fymptoms 
than  perhaps  any  other  difeafe  with  which 
we  are  acquainted. 

Different  opinions  have  prevailed  on 
the  manner  in  which  Lues  Venerea  may 
be  communicated,  but  it  is  now  certain, 
that  it  can  be  produced  in  no  other  way 
than  by  the  direct  application  of  the  mat- 
ter of  contagion  to  the  furface  of  the 
body  ;  or  by  palling,  as  other  hereditary 
difeales  do,  from  parents  to  their  children. 
The  virus  cannot  be  carried,  as  was  once 
imagined,  from  one  perfon  to  another  by 
the  atmofphere,  but  it  may  be  applied  in 
various  ways  fo  as  to  communicate  the 
difeafe. 

B  2  i.  In 
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1.  Tn  a  great ,  proportion  of  cafes  the 
difeafe  is  given  by  one  perfon  to  ano- 
ther in  coition.  The  venereal  matter 
refting  upon  one  or  more  points,  excites 
fmall  inflammatory  pimples  termed  Chan- 
cres, from  which  it  is  carried  by  the  ab- 
forbents  into  the  fyftem,  for  the  moft  part 
producing,  in  its  way,  obftruction  and 

,  fwelling  in  the  contiguous  lymphatic 
glands ;  and  thus  forming  buboes  in  the 
groins. 

2.  It  is  frequently  given  by  a  difeafed 
child  to  a  nurfe,  in  which  cafe  the  nipples 
firrt  become  fore,  and  the  matter,  as  ii 
palfes  into  the  circulation,  excites  fwell- 
ings  in  the  glands  of  the  axilla. 

3.  An  infecled  nurfe  can  fcarcely  give 
fuck  without  communicating  the  difeafe 
to  the  child.  -When  this  happens  from 
venereal  fores  on  the  nipples,  fores  of  a 
fimilar  nature  form  on  the  lips  of  the 
child,  and  the  matter  from  thence  is  ta- 
ken up  by  the  abforbents.    But  a  child 

may 
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may  alfo  be  Infected  merely  by  fucking 
the  milk  of  a  difeafed  woman.    In  this 
cafe,  the  difeafe  does  not  always  appear 
at  firft  about  the  mouth  of  the  child :  It 
proceeds  more  readily  to  contaminate  the 
fyftem  than  to  produce  any  local  effects. 
Many  indeed  allege,  that  the  difeafe  can- 
not be  communicated  in  this  manner,  and 
are  of  opinion  that  a  child  cannot  be  in- 
fected merely  by  the  milk  of  a  nurfe ;  I 
am  convinced,  however,  from  a  variety 
of  facts,  that  the  opinion  I  have  adopted 
is  well  founded ;  but  we  mall  have  oc- 
cafion  to  confider  it  more  particularly 
hereafter. 

4.  The  foetus  may  alfo  be  infected  as  it 
paffes  from  the  uterus  by  the  matter  of 
venereal  fores  in  the  pudendum  of  the 
mother.  Of  this  I  have  met  with  many 
inftances.  In  fuch  cafes,  one  or  more 
fores  firft  appear  in  particular  parts,  from 
whence  the  matter  is  carried  by  the  ab- 
ibrbents  into  the  fyftem. 

B3  5-  I 
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5.  I  have  known  different  inftances  of 
the  difeafe  being  given  to  midwives  in 
delivering  women  with  venereal  fores 
about  the  pudendum. 

6.  In  whatever  manner  the  matter  of 
Lues  Venerea  is  applied  to  a  wound,  cr 
to  an  inflamed  or  ulcerated  furface,  the 
difeafe  will,  in  a  great  proportion  of  cafes, 
be  produced.  Surgeons,  in  drefiing  ve- 
nereal fores,  are  fometimes  infected  in 
this  way ;  and  the  difeafe  has  been  com- 
municated by  performing  the  operation 
of  blood-letting  with  a  lancet  that  had 
previoufly  opened  a  bubo. 

7.  Although  we  find  in  moft  inftances 
of  this  difeafe,  either  that  the  matter  has 
been  directly  applied  to  a  wound  or  an 
ulcer,  or  that  by  its  own  acrimony  it  had 
induced  both  inflammation  and  fuppura- 
tion  before  abforption  took  place,  yet 
cafes,  fometimes  occur  in  which  this  is 
not  difcovered,  and  where  the  matter  is 
abforbed  while  both  the  cutis  and  cuticle 
remain  entire.     This  will  moft  readily 

happen 
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happen  where  the  cuticle  is  thin,  as  is  the 
cafe  in  the  glans  penis  and  lips.  Hence 
the  fyftem  has,  in  different  inftances,  been 
infected  by  matter  left  upon  the  lips  in 
killing,  and  in  drinking  out  of  a  cup 
recently  ufed  by  an  infected  perfon,  and 
in  fome  of  thefe  without  any  ulceration 
being  induced. 

This  mode  of  receiving  venereal  infec- 
tion is  not  frequent,  but  as  in  various  in- 
ftances I  have  met  with  it,  while  the  pof- 
fibility  of  its  exiftence  is  denied  by  many, 
I  thought  it  right  to  mention  it,  in  order 
to  prevent  thofe  miftakes,  and  that  mif- 
chief  in  practice  which  might  arife  from 
the  prevalence  of  fuch  an  opinion. 

So  readily  does  the  venereal  poifon  en- 
ter the  fyftem,  that  it  can  fcarcely  be 
applied  to  any  part  of  the  furface  of 
the  body  but  with  much  hazard.  For 
the  reafons  that  1  have  mentioned,  abforp- 
tion  will  occur  with  more  certainty  in 
fome  parts  than  in  others ;  but  I  know, 
from  various  fads,  that  fcarcely  any  part 
of  the  fkin  is  too  thick  to  prevent  it,  par- 
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ticularly  if  the  parts  have  been  rendered 
tender  or  irritable,  either  by  inflamma- 
tion or  any  other  caufe.     Nay  it  fome- 
times  happens  where  nothing  of  this  kind 
is  perceived.     In  two  inftances  buboes 
occurred  in  the  axilla,  and  the  patients 
were  poxed  by  the  matter  of  venereal 
I  fores  being  applied  to  the  fingers  where 
I  the  fkin  was  found ;  and  in  another,  the 
difeafe  was  communicated  by  the  patient's 
wearing  the  fame  breeches  which  he  had 
ufed  about  three  months  before,  when 
labouring  under  extenlive  venereal  fores 
of  the  penis  and  fcrotum,  but  of  which  he 
had  been  entirely  cured.    He  knew  that 
fome  of  the  matter  had  occafionally  drop- 
ped upon  the  breeches,  but  this  did  not 
occur  to  him  till  the  difeafe  appeared 
about  the  time  I  have  mentioned,  in  the 
form  of  a  large  ulcer  on  the  upper  part 
of  the  penis,  and  without  even  the  porli- 
bility  of  his  having  received  the  infe&ion 
in  any  other  manner. 

It  is  fomewhat  remarkable  that  the  ve- 
nereal virus  mould  lb  readily  enter  the 

fyftem 
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fyftem  when  applied  to  any  part  of  the 
furface  of  the  body,  when  we  find,  from 
a  variety  of  fads,  that  the  abforbents  of 
the  ftomach  and  jnteftines  do  not  receive 
it.  The  matter *of  venereal  fores  when 
mixed  with  water  ufed  for  warning  them, 
has,  in  various  inftances,  been  fwallowed 
by  miftake ;  but  we  have  no  inftance  of 
pox  being  produced  by  it. 

In  whatever  way  the  matter  of  Syphilis 
is  applied  to  the  abforbents,  when  it  has 
once  entered'the  fyftem  the  effects  which 
refult  from  it  are  nearly  the  fame ;  but  at 
prefent,  I  mean,  in  a  great  meafure,  to 
confine  the  defcription  of  the  difeafe  to 
its  rife  and  progrefs  in  the  moft  ordinary 
form  of  it,  where  the  infection  is  com- 
municated by  one  perfon  to  another  in 
the  act  of  coition. 

The  plan  which  I  mean  to  purfue  is,  in 
the  firft  place,  to  give  an  account  of  the 
different  fymptoms  of  Lues  Venerea  in  the 
order  in  which  they  commonly  appear  j 
and  as  our  being  able  to  afcertain  the  ap- 
pearance of  every  fymptom  with  precifion 

is 
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is  an  object  of  the  firft  importance,  I  mall 
give  a  defcriptionof  each  under  a  diftincl: 
head,  and  at  the  fame  time  mall  point  out 
fuch  circumftances  as  moft  clearly  ferve 
to  diftinguifh  it  from  other  affections  to 
which  it  bears  a  refemblance. 

2.  I  mall  offer  a  few  obfervations  on 
the  nature  of  the  venereal  poifon. 

3.  An  account  of  the  different  remedies 
ufed  in  Lues  Venerea,  particularly  of  mer- 
cury, and  its  preparations. 

4.  I  mail  treat  of  the  employment  of 
thefe  remedies  in  the  different  fymptoms 
of  the  difeafe. 

5.  Of  Lues  Venerea,  as  it  appears  in 
new-born  infants. 

6.  Of  fome  peculiarities  of  form  under 
which  this  difeafe  has  appeared  in  Scot- 
land and  in  Canada. 

7-  r 
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7.  I  mean  next  to  treat  of  prophylactics, 
or  the  means  of  preventing  infection. 

8.  To  confider  how  far  Lues  Venerea  is 
ever  productive  of  other  difeales ;  and, 

9.  In  an  appendix  to  give  formulae  of 
t  the  medicines  enumerated  in  the  preceding 

parts  of  the  work. 


SECTION  II. 

Of  the  Symptoms  of  Lues  Venerea. 


§  1.  General  Obfervatiotis. 

THE  venereal  difeafe  appears,  as  I 
have  already  obferved,  in  a  great 
variety  of  forms.     For  the  mofl  part 
it  occurs  locally  at  firft  upon  fome  part 
of  the  furface  of  the  body,  ufually  up- 
on. 
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on  the  genitals,  from  whence  it  proceeds, 
and  commonly  with  fome  regularity,  to 
affecl:  every  part  of  the  fyftem.  In  others, 
the  firft  fymptoms  which  take  place  in- 
dicates an  affection  of  the  conftitution, 
and  the  difeafe  inftead  of  appearing  upon 
the  furface  of  the  body,  affects  either  the 
throat,  bones,  or  tendons. 

When  Lues  Venerea  is  not  interrupted 
in  its  progrefs  by  the  ufe  of  mercury  or 
other  remedies,  the  following  is  the  order 
in  which  the  fymptoms  commonly  ap- 
pear: In  a  great  proportion  of  cafes  chan- 
cre is  the  firft  fymptom;  to  this  fucceed 
buboes ;  ulcers  and  inflammation  in  the 
throat ;  ulcers  -  in  the  mouth,  and  nofe  ; 
eruptions,  or  blotches,  on  the  furface  of 
the  body ;  ulcers  in  different  parts  \  nodes, 
and  fwellings  in  the  periofteum,  bones, 
and  tendons ;  excrefcences  about  the  anus  ; 
fwellings  of  the  teftes  ;  lofs  of  hair  from 
all  parts  of  the  body  ;  blindnefs  ;  lofs  of 
hearing,  and  other  anomalous  fymptoms. 
In  this  order  I  mall  proceed  to  treat  of 
them. 

§  2. 
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§  2. 

Of  Chancres. 

THE  firft  effect  that  ufually  refults  from 
the  application  of  Syhpilitic  matter  to  the 
furface  of  the  body,  is  a  flight  degree  of 
inflammation.  The  part  becomes  itchy, 
red,  and  in  fome  degree  painful ;  and  na- 
ture endeavouring  to  wafh  away  the  irri- 
tating caufe,  a  quantity  of  ferum  is  thrown 
out  under  the  cuticle,  in  the  form  of  a 
fmall  boil  or  pimple.  This  foon  burfts, 
and  leaves  a  fore  of  a  correfponding  fize, 
foul  and  floughy  at  the  bottorn,  with  hard 
retorted  edges,  and  which,  from  the  cor- 
roding appearance  which  it  afliimes,  has 
by  the  French  been  denominated  Chancre, 
a  term  which  we  have  alfo  adopted. 

Chancres  do  not  appear  at  any  certain 
period  after  the  application  of  the  virus. 
I  have  known  them  form  in  lefs  than 
twenty-four  hours,  while  in  others  fix: 

weeks 
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weeks  have  elapfed.  Three  or  four  days 
is  the  moft  frequent  period. 

The  patient  at  firft  feels  a  fenfe  of  titu- 
lation  over  all  the  glans,  and  this  is  often 
productive  of  a  frequent  defire  to  void 
urine.  On  examining  the  parts  fome  de- 
gree of  tendernefs  is  often  perceived  over 
the  whole,  but  the  chancre  itfelf  is  feldom 
at  firft  larger  than  a  millet  feed,  or  the 
head  of  a  middle  fized  pin. 

The  caufe  of  chancres  appearing  at  fuch 
different  periods  after  the  matter  of  in- 
fection has  been  communicated,  is  not  al- 
ways obvious;  but  we  may  fuppofe  it  to 
depend  in  fome  degree  upon  the  acrimony 
of  the  matter,  and  this  again  may  proceed 
from  the  matter  being  more  or  lefs  dilu- 
ted with  ferum,  mucus,  or  pus.  It  may 
alfo  in  fome  meafure  depend  upon  the 
ftate  of  the  parts  to  which  the  matter  is 
applied.  As  thefe  are  more  or  lefs  irri- 
table, inflammation  will  more  or  lefs  rea- 
dily take  place  from  the  application  of 
the  virus;  and  where  the  parts  to  which 

it  is  applied  cannot  be  irritated,  and  where 
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inflammation  is  not  therefore  produced, 
no  chancres  will  enfue. 

Chancres  appear  occalionally  over  all 
the  external  parts  of  generation,  and  in 
fome  inftances  even  on  the  contiguous 
parts ►   I  have  known  them  form  over  the 
whole  fcrotum  ;  on  all  parts  of  the  penis, 
and  even  on  the  lower  region  of  the  abdo- 
men, immediately  above  the  pubes.  They 
may  indeed  form  on  all  the  foft  parts  of 
the  body,  but  they  are  moft  frequently 
feated  on  the  glans  penis,  and  on  the  pre- 
putium,  near  to  its  connection  with  the 
glans  ;  the  former  being  covered  with  cu- 
ticle only,  and  the  latter  being  a  thin  pro- 
duction of  the  cutis  vera,  both  are  eafily 
made  to  inflame.    We  alfo  remark  that 
chancres  are  frequent  about  the  frenum 
penis,  from  the  doublings  of  the  fkin  be- 
ing here  particularly  apt  to  retain  the 
matter  by  which  they  are  produced.  In 
fome  inftances  they  form  on  the  very 
point  of  the  glans,  and  even  altogether 
within  the  verge  of  the  urethra.  Here, 
as  well  as  when  near  to  the  frenum,  they 

prove 
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prove  always  more  troublefome,  and  more 
difficult  of  cure,  than  in  other  parts  of  the 
penis. 

In  fome  cafes  there  is  only  one  chancre, 
but  for  the  moft  part  we  meet  with  two, 
three,  or  even  more  j  nay,  in  fome  inftances, 
they  cover  almoft  the  whole  prepuce.  In 
this  cafe,  when  they  run  into  one  another, 
none  of  them  are  diftinct,  and  the  whole, 
when  thus  connected,  give  the  appearance 
of  a  foul  ulcer  with  hard  edges,  an  une- 
qual furface,  and  difcharging  a  foetid  ill- 
conditioned  matter. 

The  colour,  quantity,  and  confiftence 
of  the  matter  of  chancres  is  exceedingly 
variable.    It  is  ufually  of  a  dirty  green 
colour,  and  often  tinged  with  red,  the 
confiftence  thin,  and  the  quantity  large  in 
proportion  to  the  fize  of  the  fores.  This 
laft  circumftance  may  be  owing  to  the 
contiguous  parts  being  apt  to  inflame,  and 
although  not  ulcerated,  to  afford  matter 
which  we  cannot  eafily  difcriminate  from 
the  difcharge  of  the  chancres. 

In 
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In  a  great  proportion  of  cafes  the  ap- 
pearances of  chancre  are  fo  nearly  the 
fame,  that  no  perfon  of  experience  can  re- 
main in  doubt  concerning  them  5  but,  as 
they  fometimes  vary  in  hze,  form,  and 
other  circumftances,  fome  difcernment  is 
occafionally  required  to  diftinguim  be- 
tween them  and  fore's  of  a  different  kind. 
The  diagnofis  of  chancres  is  indeed  a  point 
of  much  importance  in  practice.  We  are 
apt  to  conclude  that  every  fore  upon  the 
genitals  is  venereal,  a  circumfTance  from 
which  many  have  been  fubjected  to  much 
inconvenience  and  diftrefs.  Mercury  is 
commonly  prefcribed,  but  where  the  cafe 
is  not  venereal  no  advantage  is  derived 
from  it ;  and  the  patient,  after  a  tedious 
and  painful  confinement,  finds  the  fores  in 
no  better  ftate  than  at  frit.  In  all  fuch 
affections  we  mould  recoiled,  that  the  pe- 
nis and  contiguous  parts  are  liable  to  ex- 
coriations, pimples,  and  other  eruptive 
complaints,  equally  with  the  reft  of  the 
body  ;  nor  mould  we  too  raflily  fuppofe, 
as  is  frequently  done,  that  all  fuch  ap- 
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pearances  are  venereal.  We  cannot  often, 
indeed,  remain  long  in  doubt  upon  this 
point,  for  chancres  are,  in  mod  inftances, 
as  I  Rave  already  obferved,  very  diftincl- 
ly  marked  ;  but  where  they  appear  in  a 
doubtful  form,  and  efpecially  if  the  pa- 
tient has  been  liable  to  eruptions  fimilar 
in  appearance,  and  where  no  venereal  taint  , 
could  be  fufpected,  foine  time  fliould  be 
allowed  to  pafs  before  any  decifive  opi- 
nion is  given.  Sores  in  this  fkuation  that 
are  not  venereal  ufually  heal  in  the  courfe 
of  a  fhort  time,  merely  by  being  kept 
clean,  while  thofe  that  are  venereal  gra- 
dually become  worfe,  if  mercury  be  not 
employed,  or  if  they  are  not  drefled  with 
efcharrotics  or  aftringents.  In  all  fuch 
circumltances  no  remedy  mould  be  given 
that  can  either  promote  or  retard  the* 
cure  of  the  fores,  till  we  are  enabled  by 
farther  obfervation  to  afcertain  of  what 
nature  they  really  are. 

We  are  mod  apt  to  doubt  of  the  nature 
of  thefe  fores,  when,  inflead  of  being  fmall 
and  circumfcribed,  they  fpread  and  occu- 
py 
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py  more  fpace  than  chancres  ufually  do. 
A  real  chancre  is  feldom  fo  large  at  firft 
as  the  bafe  of  a  fpl it-pea;  the  edges  of 
the  fore  are  elevated,  fomewhat  hard,  and 
painful ;  but  although  this  is  very  com- 
monly the  cafe,  yet,  in  a  few  inftances, 
it  is  fo  much  otherwife,  that  inftead  of  a 
fmall  circumfcribed  fore,  we  meet  with  a 
flight  fuperficial  ulceration,  not  attended 
either  with  pain  or  hardnefs,  and  which, 
by  the  confequences  that  enfue,  we  find 
to  be  venereal.    In  all  filch  cafes  certain- 
ty will  be  obtained  from  time  and  obfer- 
vation,  and  in  no  other  manner.   Nor  can 
any  harm  enfue  from  a  fhort  delay  ;  for 
while  this  will  commonly  determine  the 
queftion,  the  fame  courfe  of  treatment  will 
afterwards  prove  effectual  which  would 
have  done  fo  at  firft  ;  and  in  this  manner 
fores  may  often  be  cured  in  the  courfe  of 
a  few  days,  in  which,  if  a  courfe  of  mer- 
cury had  once  been  entered  upon,  con- 
finement for  feveral  weeks  would  have 
been  judged  neceifary. 

C  2  Befides 
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Befides  the  varieties  of  chancre  which 
I  have  mentioned,  there  is  another,  which 
it  is  proper  to  notice.  Inftead  of  appear- 
ing in  the  form  of  fmall  circumfcribed 
pimples,  or  fuperficial  fores,  fuch  as  I  have 
defcribed,  they  become  fuddenly  elevated 
into  extenfive  vefications.  In  thefe,  a  thin, 
clear  lymph  is  fometimes  contained  \  but 
more  frequently  the  lymph  is  tinged  with 
blood.  The  livid  appearance  with  which 
this  is  accompanied  gives  at  fir  ft  caufe  to 
fufpecl:  that  mortification  may  enfue,  and 
accordingly  chancres  of  this  defcription 
"have  ufually  been  judged  to  be  of  a  more 
dangerous  nature  than  others.  I  have  not 
found,  however,  that  this  is  the  cafe. 
Their  colour  feems  to  depend  entirely  on 
the  quantity  of  blood  mixed  with  the  fe- 
rum  which  they  contain ;  and  on  their 
contents  being  difcharged,  and  the  cuticle 
removed,  the  parts  beneath  have  the  ap-. 
pearance  of  a  clean,  excoriated  furface, 
without  being  afFecled  in  any  other  man- 
ner. 

When 
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When  chancres  are  properly  treated 
from  the  firft,  they  commonly  afliime  a 
healing  appearance  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
days  ;  but  in  fome  inftances,  owing  to  ne- 
glect, in  others' to  fome  peculiarity  of  con- 
ftitution,  and  perhaps  occa/ionally  to  the 
matter  of  infection  having  been  particu- 
larly virulent,  inftead  of  becoming  clean, 
and  of  a  red,  healthy  complexion,  and 
which  they  always  do  before  a  cure  takes 
place,  they  become  daily  more  foul,  and  at 
the  fame  time  more  extenfive,  and  if  their 
progrefs  be  not  flopped  by  a  judicious  ex- 
ternal treatment,  combined  with  a  proper 
courfe  of  mercury,  they  proceed  to  form 
fores  of  a  very  conhderable  magnitude. 
The  danger  from  thefe,  when  feated  in 
the  preputium,  is  inconfiderable  \  but  in 
the  glans,  this  variety  of  chancre  is  apt 
to  go  to  fuch  a  depth '  as  to  prove  very 
alarming.  The  danger  is  fometimes  great 
from  the  haemorrhages  with  which  they 
are  accompanied,  and  we  are  often  aftonifh- 
ed  at  the  rapid  progrefs  of  the  fores.  In 
fome  inftances  they  extend  fo  quickly  as 

C3  to 
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to  deftroy  a  great  part  of  the  penis  in  the 
courfe  of  a  few  days. 

This  quick  progrefs,  which  chancres  in 
fome  inftances  make,  is,  for  the  moft  part, 
fuppofed  to  depend  upon  fome  peculiarity 
in  the  conftitution  of  the  patient ;  for,  in 
general,  chancres  remain  circumfcribed, 
and  nearly  ftationary,  for  a  great  part  of 
their  duration.  But  I  have  reafon  to 
think,  that  in  fome  inftances  it  proceeds 
from  the  nature  of  the  matter  by  which 
they  are  produced:  I  conclude  that  it 
is  fo  from  chancres  of  this  defcription 
being  much  more  frequent  at  particu- 
lar times  than  at  others,  and  from  ob- 
ferving  them  at  the  fame  time  in  dif- 
ferent people  receiving  the  infection  from 
the  fame  woman.  About  two  years  ago, 
I  met  with  more  inftances  of  this  phage- 
denic chancre  in  the  fpace  of  three  or 
four  months  than  I  had  feen  for  feveral 
years  before,  and  in  four  of  them  the  in- 
fection was  traced  to  the  fame  woman: 
The  chancres  in  all  of  them  appeared 
early,  and  made  fuch  rapid  progrefs  that 

very 
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very  troublefome  haemorrhages  occurred 
from  them  in  the  fpace  of  three  or  foiir 
days  from  their  firft  appearance  ;  and  in 
a  (mall  town  to  which  I  was  lately  called 
for  an  alarming  haemorrhagy,  produced 
by  a  chancre,  the  furgeon  in  attendance 
informed  me,  that  in  the  fpace  of  a  few 
weeks  he  had  met  with  three  infiances 
of  the  fame  nature,  and  in  which  the 
infection  was  alfo  traced  to  the  fame 
woman. 

Chancres  of  every  kind,  and  in  all  their 
ftages,  are  liable  to  inflame  when  rough- 
ly treated,  particularly  when  the  parts  are 
much  fretted  by  walking,  or  riding  on 
horfeback.  This  mould  be  attentively 
guarded  againft $  for  inflammation  not 
only  promotes  the.  abforption  of  the  ve- 
nereal virus,  as  I  mall  more  particularly 
hereafter  have  occaflon  to  mention,  but 
when  it  affe&s  the  preputium,  phymo- 
fis  is  commonly  the 'confequence,  and  it 
proves  always  an  untoward  occurrence, 
as  it  prevents  free  accefs  to  the  fores  be- 
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neath,  a  point  of  the  firft  importance  in 
the  treatment  of  chancre. 

In  women,  chancres  have  precifely  the 
fame  appearance  as  in  men.  We  chiefly 
meet  with  them  upon  the  internal  parts  of 
the  labia  pudendi,  on  the  nymphae,  clito- 
ris, and  entrance  of  the  vagina  and  ure- 
thra, but  feldom  or  never  altogether  with- 
in either  of  thefe  pafTages.  .  They  are 
moll  frequent  about  the  under  parts  of 
the  labia,  owing  perhaps  to  the  matter  by 
which  they  are  produced  being  mofl  apt 
to  reft  here,  and  from  the  fame  caufe  they 
often  form  upon  the  perineum,  near  to  the 
anus.  In  this  lituation  they  always  ex- 
cite a  great  deal  of  pain,  and  are  more  apt 
to  terminate  in  deep  extenlive  ulcerations, 
than  in  parts  not  fo  liable  to  be  injured  3 
for  here  they  are  fretted  by  every  motion 
of  the  limbs,  nor  can  the  patient  be  feated 
without  preiiing  upon  them. 

Whether  in  men  or  women,  chancres 
on  parts  covered  with  firm  fkin  have  a 
very  different  appearance  from  thofe  that 
form  upon  parts  more  thinly  protected. 

Inftead 
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Inftead  of  fmall  circumfcribed  pimples, 
fuch  as  I  have  defcribed,  the  fkin  appears 
red  and  tender  for  a  day  or  two,  and 
without  being-  previoufly  elevated  into 
fmall  veficles,  ulcerations  break  out  at 
once.  A  foetid  vifcid  matter  oozes  out, 
which,  on  being  removed,  leaves  the.  bot- 
tom of  the  fores  of  a  foul  appearance,  and 
their  edges  inflamed  and  ragged  >  and 
however  entirely  this  matter  may  be  wip- 
ed off,  it  is  foon  renewed,  and  in  the 
fpace  of  a  few  hours  forms  into  a  thick 
firm  cruft,  which  either  remains  till  it  is 
torn  off,  or  till  it  is  completely  feparated 
from  the  contiguous  parts  by  the  forma- 
tion of  new  matter  beneath.  This  kind 
of  fore  is  moft  frequent  in  parts  covered 
with  hair \  particularly  about  the  root  of 
the  penis  in  men,  and  above  the  pubes, 
and  on  the  perineum  in  women. 
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§3- 
Of  Buboes. 

A  venereal  bubo  is  a  painful  fwelling  of 
a  lymphatic  gland,  produced  by  abforp- 
tion  of  the  venereal  virus.  The  whole 
furface  of  the  body  having  abforbents 
fpread  upon  it,  no  contagious  matter  can 
be  applied  to  any  part  of  it  but  with  the 
rifk  of  injuring  the  conftitution.  In  Lues 
Venerea  the  fyftem  is  fometimes  infe&ed 
by  the  matter  being  carried  directly  into 
the  blood,  but  for  the  moft  part  a  fwelling 
previoufly  takes  place  in  one  or  more  of 
the  lymphatic  glands  lying  between  the 
part  to  which  the  matter  is  firft  applied 
and  the  heart. 

Thefe  glands  being  formed  by  convo- 
lutions of  the  lymphatic  veflels,  are  apt  t® 
be  obftru&ed  by  any  irritating  matter 
which  enters  them.  Hence  a  venereal 
bubo  is  a  very  frequent  fymptom  of  the 

difeafe^ 
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difeafe;  and,  as  it  is  alfo  one  of  thofe 
which  gives  the  greater!:  diftrefs  and  per- 
plexity both  to  patients  and  practitioners, 
I  {hall  treat  of  it  with  more  minutenefs 
than  otherwife  I  mould  have  done. 

The  points  of  mo  ft  importance  in  the 
hiftory  of  buboes,  and  which  we  mould 
therefore  be  particularly  anxious  to  afcer- 
tain,  are,  the  ftate  of  parts  moil  favour- 
able to  their  production ;  their  moft  fre- 
quent fituation;  the  appearances  which 
they  affume  at  different  periods  of  their 
duration,  and  the  means  of  diftinguiili- 
ing  them  from  other  fwellings  which  they 
referable. 

I  have  already  obferved,  that  the  vene- 
real virus  may  be  abforbed  where  the  fkin 
is  found  and  entire :  Hence  Lues  Venerea 
may  take  place  where  no  external  mark 
can  be  difcovered  upon  the  part  to  which 
the  matter  of  infection  was  applied.  It 
muft  be  admitted  that  this  is  not  a  com- 
mon occurrence  ;  but  I  have  met  with  it 
in  fuch  a  number  of  well-marked  inftan- 
ces,  that  I  have  no  more  doubt  of  the  fact 

than 
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than  of  any  other  that  falls  daily  and 
clearly  within  our  obfervation.  It  has 
alfo  happened  in  a  great  proportion  of 
thefe,  that  a  bubo  was  one  of  the  firft 
fymptoms  of  the  difeafe.  I  have  now  a 
great  number  of  cafes  recorded  of  bubo 
taking  place  where  not  a  veftige  could 
be  traced  either  of  previous  Gonorrhoea, 
chancre,  or  excoriation. 

As  the  firfl  cafes  of  this  which  occurred 
to  me  gave  rife  to  a  good  deal  of  difficul- 
ty, by  the  uncertain  and  undecifive  prac- 
tice with  which  they  were  attended,  I 
think  it  right  in  this  manner  to  make  it 
known.  At  that  time  it  was  an  eftablifh- 
ed  opinion,  as  it  ftill  is  with  many,  that 
buboes  cannot  take  place  without  fome 
previous  ulceration  or  formation  of  matter 
in  the  contiguous  parts.  In  the  cafes  to 
which  I  allude  the  cure  was  therefore  pro  - 
tracted to  a  great  length  ;  for  till  the  na- 
ture of  the  difeafe  became  more  obvious, 
and  which  fometimes  did  not  happen  till 
other  fymptoms  appeared,  the  ufe  of  mer- 
cury, from  which  alone  relief  could  be 
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obtained,  was  commonly  poftponed.  The 
fwelling  was  either  fuppofed  to  proceed 
from  a  {train  in  walking  or  riding,  or  to 
originate  from  fcrophula,  by  which  a  good 
deal  of  time  was  loft  to  no  kind  of  pur- 
pofe. 

In  a  former  part  of  this  work  we  have 
leen  that  fwellings  take  place  in  the  glands 
of  the  groin  from  inflammation  produced 
by  Gonorrhoea :  Theie  have,  with  fuffi- 
cient  propriety,  been  termed  Sympathetic 
Buboes,  and  they  are  by  no  means  uncom- 
mon ;  but  the  real  idiopathic  bubo,  pro- 
ceeding from  abforption  of  fyphilitic  mat- 
ter, is,  in  a  great  proportion  of  cafes, 
preceded  by  fome  obvious  local  mark  of 
the  virus  in  the  contiguous  parts  ;  molt 
frequently  by  chancre.  The  matter  paiies 
fo  evidently  from  the  chancre  along  the 
lymphatics  to  the  contiguous  glands,  that 
one  or  more  of  thefe  veflels  are  often 
found. 'hard  and  in  a  Hate  of  enlargement, 
in  their  courfe  from  the  fores  to  the 
glands.  This,  in  fome  inflances,  may 
happen  from  inflammation  excited  by  the 
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virus ;  in  others,  it  may  be  altogether 
the  effect  of  obstruction  to  the  pafiage  of 
the  lymph.  In  fome  cafes  the  lymphatics 
in  this  ftate  of  enlargement  become  totally 
unfit  for  the  purpofes  of  abforption;  ab- 
fceiles  form  in  them  ;  and  on  thefe  burft- 
ing,  they  are  fucCeeded  by  troublefome 
fores. 

Chancres,  in  all  their  ftages,and  in  every 
period  of  their  duration,  will  occafionally 
produce  buboes  5  but  it  is  worthy  of  re- 
mark, that  buboes  feldom  occur  but  with 
previous  marks  of  inflammation  :  Hence 
they  are  moll  frequent  in  the  incipient 
{late  of  chancres,  while  the  inflammation 
by  which  they  were  produced  ftill  pre- 
vails. Indeed  more  buboes  take  place  du- 
ring the  firft  eight  or  ten  days  from  the 
appearance  of  chancre  than  in  any  other 
period  of  twice  that  extent  in  the  whole 
courfe  of  the  difeafe.  When  the  original 
inflammatory  ftate  of  chancre  is  over,  and 
the  parts  are  merely  ulcerated  without 
being  painful,  they  will  continue  in  this 
fituation  for  a  great  length  of  time ;  nor 
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will,  any  tendency  to  buboes  be  per- 
ceived, till  inflammation  is  by  fome  caufe 
or  other  induced  upon  them  :  Hence 
we  find  buboes  frequently  appear  icon 
after  cauftic  has  been  applied  to  chancres, 
and  not  uncommonly  after  the  parts  have 
been  drefied  with  precipitate  or  any  irri- 
tating ointment.  The  pain  which  thefe  oc- 
cafion,  tends,  in  the  firft  place,  to  create 
fome  degree  of  inflammation,  to  which  bu- 
boes very  frequently  fucceed. 

It  is  not  however  the  higher  degrees 
of  inflammation  which  prove  moft  fa- 
vourable to  the  production  of  buboes. 
When  inflammation  fuddenly  takes  place 
to  a  great  height,  and  fpreads  along  the 
lymphatics  leading  from  chancres,  the  fy- 
ftem  is  not  apt  to  be  infected.  Thefe  vef- 
fels  appear  to  be  deprived  by  a  great  de- 
gree of  inflammation,  of  the  power  of  nb- 
forption  \  probably  by  their  being  render- 
ed impervious  j  but  it  is  equally  certain, 
as  I  have  already  obferved,  that  every 
flight  degree  of  inflammation,  as  well  as 
whatever  tends  to  ftimulate  the  extremi- 
ties 
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ties  of  abforbents,  excites  them  more  or 
lefs  to  action,  and  thereby  tends  to  in- 
creafe  their  power  of  abforption.  Of  this 
we  have  daily  proofs  in  the  practice  of 
innoculating  for  the  fmall  pox,  where  w  e 
find  that  infection  very  rarely  takes  place, 
perhaps  not  once  in  a  thoufand  inftances, 
if  the  wound  at  which  the  matter  of  infec- 
tion was  introduced  is  not  excited  to  in- 
flame :  Hence  the  more  irritation  that  to 
a  certain  degree  we  excite  in  the  act  of 
innoculation,  the  more  certainly  is  the  dif- 
ea-fe  communicated. 

I  may  here  advert  to  another  inftance 
of  the  effect  produced  by  the  irritation  of 
lymphatics  in  promoting  abforption.  In 
the  application  of  unctuous  fubftances  to 
the  furface  of  the  body,  particularly  in 
the  ufe  of  mercurial  ointment,  the  power 
of  friction  is  univerfally  admitted  y  and 
we  cannot  fuppofe  that  it  acts  in  any  other 
manner  than  by  ftimulating  the  abforbents 
of  the  parts.  Some  indeed  have  aflerted, 
that  no  advantage  is  derived  from  friction, 
and  that  the  abforbents  would  act  with 

equal 
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equal  influence  although  the  ointment  was 
merely  applied  to  them ;  but  this  is  fo  di- 
rectly contrary  to  the  obfervation  of  ail 
who  have  attended  to  the  effects  of  friction 
in  fucli  cafes,  that  no  farther  notice  need 
be  taken  of  it  #. 

It  has  been  remarked  that  old  venereal 
ulcers  do  not  produce  buboes,  and  this 
has  given  rife  to  an  opinion  that  the  mat- 
ter of  thefe  fores  is  not  really  venereal ; 
that  is,  that  it  would  not  contaminate  the 
fyftem  were  it  carried  into  the  blood  by 
the  abforbents.  Mr  Hunter  was,  I  believe, 
the  fir  ft  who  advanced  this  opinion,  and 
I  do  not  know  that  it  has  yet  been  pub^- 
licly  controverted  ;  but  fo  far  as  my  ob- 
fervation goes,  I  can  decidedly  fay  that  it  \ 
is  not  well  founded.  I  admit  that  buboes, 
or  fwellings  of  the  lymphatic  glands,  do 
not  often  proceed  from  venereal  fores  of 
long  duration,  particularly  from  fuch  as 
Vol.  II.  D  arife 

*  That  Mr  Hunter  fliould  have  been  of  this  opinion, 
is  not  eafily  accounted  for,  Vide  Treatife  oii  the 
Venereal  Difeafe  by  John  Hunter. 
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arife  from  infection  of  the  fyflem  ;  but  al- 
though they  are  not  frequent,  yet  in  va- 
rious inftances  I  have  met  with  them.  I 
have  feen  them  in  the  neck,  from  ulcers 
in  the  throat ;  in  the  groin,  from  fores  on 
the  toes  and  feet ;  and  in  the  axilla,  from 
ulcers  on  the  fingers  and  hands  :  and  the 
caufe  of  their  not  being  more  frequent 
may  be  eafily  explained.  I  have  juft  had 
occafion  to  remark,  that  abforption  of  the 
matter  of  Lues  Venerea  does  not  readily 
happen  if  the  parts  to  which  it  is  applied 
do  not  inflame.  Now  we  know  that  it  is 
one  of  the  mofl  charadteriftic  circumflan- 
ces  of  old  venereal  fores,  their  being  fel- 
dom  accompanied  with  inflammation.  This 
is  particularly  the  cafe  in  ulcers  of  the 
throat,  where  inflammation  does  not  often 
take  place  to  any  diftrefsful  height.  Swel- 
lings of  the  glands  in  the  neck  very  fel- 
dom  happen  therefore  from  this  caufe,  but 
ftill  they  are  occafionally  met  with ;  and 
I  believe  that  they  happen  as  frequently 
here,  in  proportion  to  the  frequency  of 
the  true  venereal  inflammation  which  takes 

place 
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place  in  thefe  fores,  as  in  any  other  part 
of  the  body.  They  occur  more  frequent- 
ly in  the  groin  and  arm-pit,  from  ulcers 
on  the  extremities,  than  they  do  in  the 
neck  from  ulcers  in  the  throat  %  but  this 
happens  obvioufly  from  ulcers  of  thefe 
parts  being  more  apt  to  inflame  than  ve- 
nereal ulcers  in  the  throat and  it  ferves 
as  a  farther  proof  of  the  effect  of  inflam- 
mation in  increafing  the  abforbent  powers 
of  the  lymphatics. 

In  a  former  work  I  have  {hewn  the 
propriety  of  diftinguifhing  venereal  ul- 
cers into  two  kinds  *.  Chancres  I  would 
denominate  primary  ulcers,  being  the  root 
or  fource  of  all  farther  infection,  while  all 
thofe  may  be  denominated  fymptomatic 
which  arife  from  the  fyphilkic  virus  ha- 
ving entered  the  fyftem.  That  chancres 
mould  be  more  of  an  inflammatory  na- 
ture than  fymptomatic  ulcers,  and  there- 
fore that  the  matter  produced  by  them 
mould  be  more  apt  to  ftimulate  the  ab- 

D  2  forbents 

*  Vide  a  Treatife  on  the  Theory  and  Management 
of  Ulcers. 
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forbents  is  not  furprifing ;  for  we  can 
readily  fuppofe  that  the  matter  of  thefe 
old  ulcers  mult  be  rendered  mild  by  be- 
ino;  diluted.  Even  the  matter  of  chancres 
becomes  lefs  virulent  when  the  difeafe  has 
been  of  long  duration  ;  and  the  difcbarge 
of  an  ulcerated  bubo,  although  the  bubo 
itfelf  was  produced  by  a  chancre,  is  evi- 
dently of  a  milder  nature  than  the  mat- 
ter of  chancres  ;  for  we  feldom  or  never 
fee  new  buboes  arife  in  the  glands  lying 
contiguous  to  an  old  bubo  in  a  ftate  of 
ulceration  :  But  there  is  fureiy  no  reafon 
from  this  to  imagine  that  the  matter  of 
thefe  fores  is  not  venereal.  I  believe  it 
to  depend  upon  the  caufe  that  I  have  men- 
tioned. The  matter  of  a  fore  in  this  fitu- 
ation  muft  be  continually  diluted  by  the 
lymph  which  is  at  all  times  pafling  into 
the  gland.  This  may  render  it  fo  mild 
•  that  it  will  not' be  capable  of  ftimulating 
the  contiguous  glands,  fo  as  to  obftrucl: 
the  lymph  in  its  courfe.  It  will  rather 
pafs  ealily  along  with  the  lymph  into  the 
general  mafs  of  blood  \  nor  will  it  produce 

any 
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■any  immediate  or  obvious  effects,  even 
when  it  has  entered  the  fyftem  \  for  when 
thus  diluted  by  all  the  blood  in  the  body, 
fome  quantity  mult  be  required  to  accu- 
mulate before  any  irritation  will  enfue  5 
and  till  fome  degree  of  irritation  is  ex- 
cited no  evident  effect  will  take  place.  It 
muft  either  exift  in  mch  a  ftate  of  acri- 
mony, or  in  fuch  quantity  as  to  be  ca- 
pable of  exciting  irritation  in  fome  part  of 
the  folids,  otherwife  no  mark -of  difeafe 
will  occur  from  it :  Hence  may  be  ac- 
counted for  all  thofe  infiances  of  Lues  Ve- 
nerea breaking  out  at  very  diftant  periods 
after  infection  being  communicated,  and 
of  the  difference  which  in  this  refpect  we 
meet  with  in  different  patients ;  the  dif- 
eafe in  fome  breaking  out  in  the  courfe  of 
two  or  three  weeks  from  the  time  of  in- 
fection, while  in  others  it  does  not  appear 
for  a  great  many  months.  Nay  there  is 
reafon  to  think  that  in  fome  it  has  not 
appeared  till  feveral  years  have  elapfed, 
and  of  which  I  could  adduce  fuch  proofs 
as  feem  to  render  it  certain. 

D  3  That 
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That  the  matter  of  old  venereal  fores 
is  capable  of  communicating  infection 
few  I  believe  will  doubt.  Many  decilive 
proofs  might  indeed  be  given  of  it,  but  I 
mail  only  mention  the  following.  When 
the  matter  of  a  chancre  excites  fwelling 
in  the  contiguous  glands  we  have  few  in- 
ftances  during  the  continuance  of  the  tu- 
mour, of  the  virus  paffing  into  the  fyftem. 
The  glands  will  remain  enlarged  for  a 
confiderable  time  without  any  mark  of 
the  fyftem  being  injured,  probably  from 
the  matter  of  infection  being  thus  flopped 
in  its  progrefs  :  but  when  buboes  become 
ulcerated,  if  mercury  be  not  employed, 
the  difeafe,  for  the  mofl  part,  foon  breaks 
out  in  the  throat  and  other  parts  of  the 
body  from  the  matter  of  thefe  fecondary  or 
fymptomatic  fores  having  entered  the  cir- 
culation. In  fome  inftances,  as  I  have  men- 
.  tioned  above,  a  confiderable  time  elapfes 
before  the  constitution  is  injured  by  the 
matter  of  thefe  fores,  but  it  fcarcely  ever 
fails  of  fhewing  itfelf  at  lait,  and  not  unfre- 
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quently  in  the  courfe  of  a  mort  time  from 
the  ulceration  of  the  bubo  taking  place. 

When  to  this  we  add,  that  fores  of  this 
defcription  are  cured  in  the  fame  manner 
with  every  other  fymptom  of  the  venereal 
difeafe  ;  that  they  daily  increafe  in  depth 
and  extent  till  mercury  is  employed ;  and 
that  they  commonly  put  on  a  healing  ap- 
pearance in  the  courfe  of  a  fliort  time  af- 
ter this  medicine  has  been  ufed,  no  doubt- 
can  remain  of  their  being  venereal.  Every 
practitioner  knows  that  in  the  treatment  • 
of  venereal  ulcers,  fores  fometimes  remain 
after  every  attempt  that  can  be  made  to 
cure  them,  and  long  after  the  virus  of  the 
difeafe  is  removed  by  mercury.  This,  as 
I  mail  hereafter  have  occalion  to  mention, 
may  happen  from  various  caufes ;  but  it 
is  not  this  ftate  of  thefe  ulcers  which  we 
have  now  been  confidering  :  It  is  the  real 
venereal  ulcer  of  which  we  are  now  (peak- 
ing, where  the  nature  of  it  has  not  been 
changed,  nor  the  virus  of  the  difeafe  re- 
moved by  the  ufe  of  mercury. 

D  4  Venereal 
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Venereal  buboes  are  moffc  frequently 
feated  in  the  groin.  This  neceffarily  hap- 
pens from  the  manner  in  which  Lues  Ve- 
nerea is  ufually  communicated  >  for  it  is 
the  lymphatic  glands  moll  contiguous  to 
the  parts  firfl  infected  that  molt  common- 
ly fwell.  Few  inflances  indeed  occur  of 
the  virus  pafling  through  thefe  and  fixing 
upon  others :  Hence  buboes  arifing  from 
ulcers  of  the  lips  and  gums  are  feated  un- 
der the  tongue,  and  beneath  the  lower  jaw ; 
from  ulcers  in  the  throat,  the  glands  of 
the  neck  become  affected  5  from  fores  on 
the  fingers  and  hands,  the  glands  fwell 
about  the  wrift,  elbow,  and  in  the  axilla ; 
and  the  glands  about  the  knee,  and  on 
the  upper  part  of  the  thigh,  are  moffc  apt,, 
toTwell  from  fores  of  the  toes  and  feet. 

In  each  groin,  and  fomewhat  higher 
than  the  root  of  the  penis,  there  is  a  cluf- 
ter  or  ftrine:  of  lymphatic  glands,  chiefly 
formed  by  the  lymphatic  velfels  of  the 
penis  and  contiguous  parts.  It  is  the  moll 
contiguous  of  thefe  glands  to  the  penis 
that  are  moil  frequently  obstructed  by  the 

matter 
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matter  of  chancres.  It  is  proper,  how- 
ever, to  remark,  that  buboes  ibmetimes 
appear  from  the  fame  caufe  in  a  firing  of 
glands  that  are  more  than  an  inch  lower 
than  thefe,  owing  to  the  lymphatic  veflels 
of  the  penis  palling  in  fome  inftances  out 
of  their  ufual  courfe  and  ft  retching  down 
to  thefe  glands.  From  want  of  attention 
to  this  ftructure  of  parts,  buboes  in  this 
fet  of  glands  have  commonly  been  fuppof- 
ed  to  proceed  from  the  fyftem  being  in- 
fected, unlefs  where  they  could  be  obvi- 
oufly  traced  to  an  ulcer  in  the  foot  or 
leg ;  but  we  may  here  obferve  once  for 
all,  that  buboes  never  occur  from  a  gene- 
ral affection  of  the  fyftem  alone.  They 
proceed,  I  believe,  in  every  inftance  from 
matter  abforbed  from  a  particular  fpot, 
and  producing,  as  we  have  already  per- 
ceived, obft  ructions  in  the  lymphatic 
glands  lying  in  its  courfe  to  the  heart.  So 
evidently  do  buboes  originate  from  lo- 
cal affections,  that  in  chancres  of  the  pe- 
nis the  glands  in  the  correfponding  groin 
commonly  fwell.     When  a   chancre  is 

feated 
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feated  upon  the  frenum,  or  on  any  other 
part  of  the  middle  of  the  penis,  the  glands 
in  both  groins  are  equally  apt  to  fwell  -? 
but  in  chancres  confined  to  one  fide  of 
the  penis,  or  to  one  fide  of  the  fcrotum, 
we  meet  with  few  inftances  of  the  glands 
in  the  oppofite  groin  being  obfirucled. 

In  a  great  proportion  of  cafes  only  one 
of  the  whole  firing  of  glands  becomes  af- 
fected ;  but  occafionally  it  is  otherwife. 
I  have  known  four  diftincT:  buboes  on  one 
fide,  and  three  on  the  other  at  the  fame 
time,  but  in  fuch  cafes  we  always  meet 
with  more  chancres  than  one ;  for  the 
moll  part  indeed  the  penis  is  in  this  cafe 
nearly  covered  with  fores. 

Were  the  whole  lymphatic  glands  be- 
tween the  heart  and  the  part  at  which  the 
matter  of  Lues  Venerea  enters  the  fyftem 
liable  to  be  hurt  with  it,  this  difeafe  would 
be  productive  of  ftill  worfe  confequences 
than  commonly  enfue  from  it.  Glands 
lying  within  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen 
would  fwell  and  fuppurate,  from  which 
the  greater!  danger  might  enfue ;  but  this 

does 
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does  not  happen.     Scarcely  an  inftance 
can  be  adduced  of  any  internal  glands 
being  affe&ed  by  the  matter  of  fyphilis  3 
but  this  does  not  depend,  as  fome  have 
imagined,  upon  the  tendency  of  this  dif- 
eafe  to  affect  the  more  external  parts  of 
the  body  only.     The  moft  obvious  caufe 
of  it  is,  that  the  venereal  virus  is  always 
abforbed  from  the  furface  of  the  body : 
We  have  feen  that  the  firft  glands  that  it 
meets  with  are  thofe  in  which  obftruction 
moft  readily  takes  place,  and  I  have  fug- 
gefted  what  appears  to  be  the  the  moft 
probable  reafon  of  the  more  deep  feated 
glands  not  being  fo  liable  to  fuffer,  name- 
ly, the  ftop  which  the  fwelling  of  the  firft 
fet  of  glands  gives  to  the  farther  abforp- 
tion  of  matter,  and  the  diluted  ftate  of  the 
matter  itfelf  in  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe ; 
by  which  it  becomes  incapable  of  exciting 
that  degree  of  irritation  neceflary  to  pro- 
duce abforption,  or,  if  abforbed,  that  it 
is  rendered  fo  mild  as  not  readily  to  pro- 
duce obftruction  in  any  of  the  glands  to 
which  it  is  carried.     If  the  matter  of 

Lues 
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Lues  Venerea  was  applied  to  any  inter- 
nal part  of  the  body,  fo  as  to  excite  ulce- 
ration, we  have  no  caufe  to  doubt  of  the 
effects  refulting  from  it  being  the  fame 
that  enfue  from  it  externally.  The  conti- 
guous glands  would  be  firft  affected,  and 
from  thence  it  would  proceed  to  the  reft 
of  the  fyftem ;  but  the  difeafe  never  being 
communicated  in  this  manner,  rjone  of  the 
glands  feated  internally  can  ever  be  in- 
jured. 

Thefe  circumftances  being  premifed,  I 
mall  now  enumerate  the  appearances  and 
fymptoms  of  buboes,  with  the  means  of 
diftinguiming  them  from  fwellings  which 
refemble  them.  It  muft  be  kept  in  view 
that  it  is  the  real  venereal  bubo  of  which 
-  ,we  are  now  fpeaking,  and  not  that  inflam- 
matory fwelling  with  which  the  glands  in 
the  groin  are  often  attacked  in  Gonor- 
rhoea; a  defcriptionof  which  was  given  in 
Chap.  111.  Sect.  IX. 

The  moft  frequent  feat  of  bubo,  as  we 
have  feen,  is  the  groin,  and  a  defcrip- 
tion  of  it  in  this  fituation  will  be  fuffi- 
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cient.  The  firft  fymptom  of  bubo  is  a 
flight  degree  of  pain.  This  excites  the 
attention  of  the  patient,  when,  on  hand- 
ling, a  fmall  hard  knot  is  difcovered.  In 
fome  cafes  this  is  accompanied  both  with 
pain  and  tenfion,  ftretching  along  an  en- 
larged lymphatic  vefTel,  in  the  form  of  a 
fmall  cord,  all  the  way  from  the  penis  ; 
but  for  the  moft  part  the  tumour  is  di- 
ftincl:,  and  not  apparently  connected  with 
any  other  difeafe.  Even  where  two  or 
more  buboes  take  place  at  the  fame  time, 
although  near  to  each  other  they  are  al- 
ways diftincl:  and  unconnected  at  firft,  in- 
fomuch  that  the  patient  himfelf  very  com- 
monly points  their  feparation  out. 

If  mercury  or  other  difcutients  be  not 
employed,  the  tumour  becomes  in  a  gra- 
dual manner  larger,  and  from  being,  as  it 
commonly  is  when  firft  perceived,  of  the 
fize  of  a  kidney  bean,  by  the  eighth  or 
tenth  day,  and  often  fooner,  it  is  ufually 
of  the  fize  of  a  pigeon's  egg.  From  the 
firft  appearance  of  a  bubo  there  is  fome 
degree  of  rotundity  in  the  form  of  it.  In 

the 
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the  middle  it  is  fomewhat  raifed  and  pro- 
minent, and  becomes  flattened  towards 
the  fides,  a  form  which  it  preferves  du- 
ring its  whole  progrefs.  As  the  tumour 
becomes  large,  it  alfo  becomes  more  pain- 
ful ;  and  the  pain,  which  at  firft  was  con- 
fined to  the  bubo  itfelf,  fpreads  over  all 
the  contiguous  parts.  The  patient  com- 
plains upon  the  flighteft  degree  of  pref- 
fure,  and  he  cannot  walk  or  move  but  with 
much  uneafinefs. 

Even  when  of  this  fize,  buboes  will  fome- 
times  be  removed  by  difcuffion ;  but  when 
this  does  not  happen,  the  fwelling,  which 
till  this  period  ufually  retains  a  confider- 
able  degree  of  firmnefs,  becomes  in  a  gra- 
dual manner  fofter  and  more  prominent  ; 
the  fkin,  which  for  fome  time  retained  its 
natural  colour,  becomes  red  and  tender ; 
fome  degree  of  fever  is  apt  to  take  place, 
and  in  fome  it  is  accompanied  with  flight 
fhivering  fits.  A  fluctuation  of  matter  is 
at  length  difcovered  \  at  firft  upon  the  fur- 
face  of  the  tumour,  afterwards  in  other 
parts  of  it,  and  on  being  difcharged,  ei- 
ther 
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ther  by  the  tumour  bur  fling,  or  by  an 
opening  being  made  into  it,  the  parts  are 
found  to  have  all  the  appearances  of  a 
common  abfcefs  containing  purulent  mat-  , 
ter. 

The  time  which  elapfes  in  this  progrefs 
of  bubo,  from  the  firfi  appearance  of  the 
tumour  till  maturation  is  completed,  is 
exceedingly  variable,  and  depends  upon  a 
number  of  circumftances ;  upon  the  age 
and  habit  of  body  of  the  patient ;  upon 
the  degree  of  pain  and  fever  which  take 
place ;  and  on  the  gland  being  fuperficial 
or  deeply  feated  ;  for  we  find  by  experi- 
ence, that  deep-feated  fwellings  do  not  fo 
ealily  or  fo  quickly  fuppurate  as  thofe 
which  are  immediately  beneath  the  (kin. 
Where  the  conftitution  is  much  relaxed 
and  debilitated,  buboes  often  remain  in- 
dolent and  ftationary  for  a  great  length 
of  time,  while,  during  the  full  vigour  of 
health  and  youth, they  ufually  come  quick- 
ly forward  :  When  accompanied  with 
much  pain  and  fome  degree  of  fever,  from 
the  firft  their  progrefs  in  general  is  rapid, 

while 
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while  they  always  advance  flowly  when 
the  pain  is  moderate.  One  general  obfer- 
vation  may  be  made  upon  the  maturation 
of  venereal  buboes,  that  they  luppurate 
more  quickly  than  glandular  fwellings  of 
any  other  kind,  and  more  llowly  than 
common  abfcefTes  in  the  cellular  mem- 
brane. 

Thofe  who  are  not  verfant  in  this  branch 
of  bufinefs  are  apt  to  imagine,  from  the 
defcription  which  they  have  perufed  of 
the  appearances  of  buboes,  and  perhaps 
from  their  having  met  with  a  few  inftan- 
ces  of  the  difeafe  in  its  ordinary  form, 
that  no  difficulty  or  doubts  can  occur  con- 
cerning them ;  but  this  is  far  from  being 
the  cafe.     Where  a  glandular  fwelling, 
fuch  as  I  have  defcribed,  appears  in  the 
groin,  either  during  the  continuance  of 
chancres,  or  foon  after  fores  of  this  na- 
ture have  healed,  there  will  be  no  caufe 
to  doubt  of  its  being  venereal :  But  buboes 
do  not  always  appear  in  a  fimple  unmixed 
Itate.  They  are  fometimes  combined  with 
other  difeafes,  where  they  necenarily  af- 
fume  other  appearances  \  and  they  occur 

in 
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in  fome  inftances,  as  I  have  already  men- 
tioned, without  being  preceded  by  the 
leaft  veftige  of  ulceration.  This  laft  cir- 
cumftance  of  itfelf  is  commonly  the  caufe 
of  much  doubt,  but  the  difficulty  is  in- 
creafed  when  the  tumour  is  not  altogether 
venereal. 

Swellings  with  which  buboes  may  be 
confounded,  and  from  which  therefore  it 
is  proper,  with  as  much  accuracy  as  pof- 
lible,  to  difiinguifh  them,^ire  of  different 
kinds.  In  fome  cafes  thefe  fwellings  ap- 
pear in  a  fimple  unmixed  ftate,  in  others 
they  are  blended  with  the  real  venereal 
bubo. 

i.  The  molt  frequent  caufe  of  this  kind 
of  perplexity,  is  fcrophula.  When  the  ve- 
nereal difeafe  takes  place  in  fcrophulous 
conftitutions,  buboes,  as  well  as  almoft 
every  other  fymptom,  not  only  become 
much  more  obftinate,  but  aflume  appear- 
ances perfectly  different  from  luch  as  oc- 
cur in  the  ordinary  form  of  either  of  thefe 
difeafes.    Nor  is  it  neceflary  that  practi- 
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tioners  only  fhould  be  acquainted  with 
this.  It  fhould  be  made  known  in  the  moft 
unequivocal  manner  to  patients,  otherwife 
they  are  apt  to  be  perplexed  and  difap- 
pointed,  and  to  blame  thofe  who  have  the 
charge  of  them,  for  what  it  is  not  often 
in  the  power  of  art' to  prevent. 

Where  evident  fymptoms  of  fcrophula 
have  previoiuly  taken  place,  or  where  that 
difeafe  obvioufly  exifts  at  the  time,  there 
is  no  great  difficulty  of  convincing  pa- 
tients of  any  fymptom  of  Lues  Venerea 
with  which  they  are  attacked,  being  like- 
-  ly  to  partake  of  it ;  ..but  they  mould  alfo 
know,  that  during  the  continuance  of  Lues 
Venerea,  fymptoms  of  fcrophula  frequent- 
ly appear  where  that  difeafe  was  not  pre- 
vioufly  fufpected  to  exift,  and  which  other- 
wife  might  never  .have  taken  place.  Of 
this  I  have  met  with  many  inftancesj 
where  a  fcrophulous  taint,  which  had  till 
then  remained  concealed,  broke  out  at 
once  with  much  violence  on  the  fyftem 
being  attacked  with  Lues  Venerea. 

We 
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We  judge  that  a  bubo  partakes  of  fcro- 
phula.,  when,  inftead  of  yielding  to  a  pro- 
per application  of  mercury,  or  coming 
forward  to  fuppuration  in  the  time  which 
venereal  buboes  commonly  require,  it 
cither  remains  ftationary  or  advances  in 
that  now  gradual  manner  peculiar  to  tu- 
mours of  a  fcrophulous  nature.  Tumours 
altogether  venereal  do  not  advance  fo  ra- 
pidly as  common  abfcefles,  but  they  come 
much  more  quickly  forward  than  thole 
arifing  from  fcrophula.  In  moft  inftan- 
ces,  a  venereal  bubo,  when  allowed  to 
fuppurate,  arrives  at  full  maturity  in  the 
fpace  of  four  or  five  weeks ;  often  in  lefs 
time  than  this,  from  its  firft  commence- 
ment \  whereas,  when  conjoined  with  fcro- 
phula-, two  or  three  months  will  pafs  over 
before  this  takes  place.  The  pain,  in^ 
ftead  of  being  fmart,  as  happens  in  bu- 
boes, is  more  of  a  dull  obtufe  nature.  The 
fwelling  at  firft,  inftead  of  being  firm, 
as  we  have  defcribed  it  to  be  in  buboes, 
is  fomewhat  foft  and  compreftible,  like 
doBgh  p  and  even  when  matter  is  fully 
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formed  in  it,  the  firmnefs  and  tenfion  at- 
tending it  is  lefs.  Neither  is  the  rednefs 
of  the  teguments,  which  takes  place  as 
the  fwelling  comes  forward,*  of  fuch  a 
bright  hue  as  in  buboes. 

This  kind  of  connection  between  Lues 
Venerea  and  fcrophula,  may,  in  fome  in- 
flances  too,  be  difcovered  by  the  lize  of 
the  tumour.  The  true  venereal  bubo  is 
no  doubt  very  variable  in  point  of  bulk, 
but  it  never  becomes  fo  large  as  tumours 
of  this  mixed  nature  commonly  do.  Few 
of  the  former  ever  furpafs  the  fize  of  a 
pullet's  egg,  but  the  latter  are  not  unfre- 
quently  two  or  three  times  larger  than 
this.  I  have  at  prefent  two  inftances  of 
this  kind  of  fwelling  ftretching  from  the 
root  of  the  penis,  nearly  to  the  fpine  of 
the  ileum. 

2.  Venereal  buboes  are  apt,  in  the  courfe 
of  their  progrefs,  to  be  attacked  with  ery- 
fipelas.  When  this  does  not  happen  till 
towards  the  latter  ftage  of  the  tumour,  it 
does  not  give  any  caufe  for  doubt  or  diffi- 
culty, 
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culty,  the  real  nature  of  the  primary  dif- 
eafe  being  previoufly  rendered  obvious. 
But  when  a  bubo  acquires  an  eryfipela- 
tous  appearance  at  firft,  as  fometimes  hap- 
pens, the  practitioner  and  the  patient  are 
both  apt  to  be  deceived.     Tumours  of 
this  defcription,  inftead  of  being  circum- 
fcribed,  with  their  limits  diftinctly  mark- 
ed, as  happens  in  buboes,  are  commonly 
diffufed,  and  terminate  in  a  more  imper- 
ceptible manner  in  the  contiguous  parts. 
Inftead  of  the  vivid  complexion  of  com- 
mon inflammation,  they  are  of  a  more 
deep  copper  colour,  and  the  inflammation 
with  which  they  are  attended  appears  fud- 
denly,  inftead  of  approaching  in  a  more 
gradual  manner. 

I  may  alfo  remark,  that  in  buboes,  ac- 
companied with  eryfipelas,  the  pain  ap- 
pears to  be  fuperficial,  and  is  always  at- 
tended with  a  burning  degree  of  heat,  in- 
ftead of  that  deep-feated  throbing  uneafi- 
nefs  which  takes  place  in  the  latter  ftages 
of  the  true  venereal  bubo. 
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.  3.  Lumbar  abfcefles  bave  in  fome  in- 
ftances  been  mi  (taken  for  buboes.  This, 
however,  may  at  all  times  beeafily  avoid- 
ed, and  can  never  occur  bur  from  icmo- 

f  ■  ■»-  a 

ranee  or  inattention.  Practitioners  of  ex- 
perience will  eahly  diftinguifh  by  manual 
examination,  the  difference  between  the 
one  and  the  other.'  In  the  one  the  fwel ling- 
is  feated  in  the  cellular  fubftance,  while 
it  is  in  the  body  of  a  gland  in  the  other. 
Whoever  has  once  handled  thefe  different 
parts  in  a  tumihed  ftate  will  be  at  no  lofs 
to  diftinguifh  between  them  \  and  to  thofe 
who  have  not  had  this  opportunity  it  is 
perhaps  impollible  to  mark  the  difference 
by  defcriptiqn,  I  may  remark,  however, 
that  thefe  two  fwellings,  are  for  the  moft 
part  fufficiently  diftinguilhed  by  the  fymp* 
toms  which  precede  and  attend  them.  If 
buboes  be  not  always  preceded  by  chan- 
cres, lumbar  abfeeffes  are  univerfally  at- 
tended with  pain  about  the  fmall  of  the 
back  and  in  the  loins.  This  fymptom 
indeed  very  commonly  occurs  as  a  fore- 
runner to  the  tumour  in  the  groin,  and 

almoft 
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almoft  in  every  inftance,  before  the  tu- 
mour appears  the  patient  is  much  debili- 
tated by  the  fever  with  which  he  is 
attacked  from  the  firft  formation  of  the 
difeafe,  and  which  feldom  in  any  confi- 
derable  degree  happens  in  bubo. 

4.  In  fome  cafes,  both  inguinal  and  femo- 
ral hernise  have  been  miftaken  for  buboes. 
Of  this  1  have  known  different  inftances  on 
the  part  of  the  patient;  nor  is  it  furprifing 
that  it  mould  be  fo,  for  both  kinds  of  fwell- 
ing  appear  nearly  in  the  fame  part ;  they 
are  neither  of  them  attended  with  any  al- 
teration in  the  colour  of  the  ikin,  when  they 
firft  appear ;  and  they  are  both,  for  the 
moft  part,  accompanied  with  fome  pain$ 
but  ftill  the  difference  between  them  is  fo 
obvioully  marked,  that  one  can  fcarcely 
fuppofe  it  poflible  for  any  practitioner, 
however  ignorant  he  may  be,  to  fall  in- 
to any  difficulty  upon  this  point,  did  We 
not  know  that  in  different  inftances  it  had 
happened.    Hernias  have  not  only  been 
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miftaken  for  buboes,  but  buboes  have  been 
treated  for  hernise. 

JBefides  the  very  marked  diftinction 
which  occurs  between  buooes  and  herniae, 
in  the  appearances  and  other  circumftan- 
ces  immediately  connected  with  the  tu- 
mours, and  with  which  every  practitioner 
mould  be  acquainted,  hernia  is  for  the 
moil  part  fufficiently  diftinguifhed  from 
the  other,  by  the  ficknefs,obrtruc"tionof  the 
bowels,  and  other  fymptoms  with  which 
it  is  accompanied  5  and  which  ought  alfo 
to  be  fo  generally  known  that  to  enumer- 
ate them  more  particularly  would  be  alto- 
gether unnecefTary. 

5.  Ulcers  in  the  feet  and  legs,  from 
whatever  caufe  they  may  arife,  occafion- 
ally  produce  fwellings  in  the  glands  of 
the  groin,  which  in  fome  inftances,  have 
been  miftaken  for  buboes.  The  chief 
means  of  diftinction  are  thefe  ;  our  know- 
ledge of  the  original  fore  j  the  feat  of  the 
tumours,  thefe  fwellings  being  common- 
ly on  the  fore  part  of  the  thigh,  and  fome- 

what 
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what  lower  than  the  ordinary  feat  of  bu- 
boes ;  ^and  laftly,  their  being  attended  with 
little  or  no  pain,  and  very  feldom  pro- 
ceeding to  fuppurate,  but  rather  conti- 
nuing indolent,  and  nearly  of  the  fame  de- 
gree of  hardnefs  from  the  firft.  Even 
when  they  contain  matter  the  Ikin  feldom 
lofes  its  colour ;  a  circumftance  which 
never  happens  with  buboes  in  a  Hate  of 
fuppuration. 

Women  labouring  under  the  venereal 
difeafe  are  equally  liable  to  buboes  with 
•men;  and  the  difeafe  is  fo  exa&ly  iimilar 
in  both  that  a  defcription  of  it  in  the  one 
fex  renders  it  almoft  unneceflary  to  fpeak 
of  it  in  the  other.  The  only  circumftance 
in  which  they  arc  different  is  thefituation 
of  the  tumours. 

From  the  courfe  of  the  lymphatics  not 
being  exactly  the  fame  in  women  the  fite 
of  buboes  in  them  muft  necelfarily  be  dif- 
ferent. I  met  with  one  inftance  of  a  bubo 
exactly  upon  the  middle  of  the  mons  ve- 
neris :  for  the  moft  part,  however,  they 
are  feated  on  the  courfe  of  the  round  li^a- 

ments, 


» 


58 


Of  the  Symptoms  Ch.  IV 


ments,  "near  to  where  they  enter  the  ab- 
domen, or  higher  in  the#roin  ;  fomewhat 
nearer  the  pudendum,  than  in  men.  Thefe 
laft  become  equally  large  with  buboes  in 
men  :  but  the  others,  it  has  been  remark- 
ed, uain  fmall,  and  ftill  more  circum- 
scribed than  buboes  in  their  ordinary  fi- 
tuation. 

The  fymptoms  we  have  hitherto  been 
defcribing,  namely  Chancre  and  Bubo,  are 
at  firft  always  local ;  that  is,  they  are  ne- 
ver produced  by,  although  they  are  very 
commonly  productive  of,  what  may  be 
called  the  Constitutional  State  of  the  Vene- 
real Difeafe.  This  has  induced  fome  to 
treat  of  thefe  fymptoms  as  diftinct  and 
unconnected  with  the  conftitutional  dif- 
eafe ;  and  there  would  be  much  propriety 
in  their  doing  fo,  were  it  poffible  to  de- 
termine when  the  matter  of  chancre  or  of 
bubo  has  entered  the  fyftem  or  not.  But 
fo  far  as  I  know  this  has  never  been  done  ; 
and  there  is  much  caufe  to  imagine  that 
no  attempt  towards  it  will  ever  prove  fue- 
eefsful.    Some  ingenuity  has  been  fhewn 

in 
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in  endeavouring  to  afcertain   the  [time 
which  muft  elapfe  between  the  fir  ft  ap- 
pearance of  chancre  and  enfuing  abforp- 
tion  by  the  lymphatics ;  and  even  during 
this  period,  the  difeafe,  it  is  faid,  fliould 
be  confidered  as  local.    To  me,  however, 
all  fuch  -attempts  appear  to  be  both  futile 
and  dangerous.     The  point  in  que  ft  ion 
can  never,  in  my  opinion,  be  afcertained, 
and  while  a  different  idea  of  it  prevails, 
the  conftitution  muft  in  many  inftances 
be  injured,  as  it  muft  be  apt  to  lead,  as 
with  fome  it  has  already  done,  to  a  very 
hazardous  practice,  a  dependence  in  the 
treatment  of  thefe  fymptoms  upon  local 
remedies.    Chancres  and  buboes  may  both 
remain  in  a  local  ftate  for  a  great  length 
of  time.    Nay,  it  is  polhble  that  their 
cure  might    fometimes   be  accomplifh- 
ed  without  any  of   the  matter  arMrig 
from  them  entering  the  fyftem;   but  as 
this  is  mere  conjecture  ;   as  we  have  no 
method  of  diftinguifhing  whether  it  hap- 
pens or  not,  and  as  we  know  from  daily 
.obfervation  that  in  almoft  every  inftance 

the 
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the  conftitution  is  injured  even  by  the 
llighteft  degree  of  thefe  fymptoms,  I  judge 
it  in  every  refpect  better  to  treat  of  them 
as  part  of  a  conftitutional  difeafe. 

The  next  fymptom  we  have  to  defcribe 
is  univerfally  allowed  to  originate  from 
the  virus  when  it  has  entered  the  fyftem. 


§  4- 

Of  the  Venereal  Sore  throat. 


In  whatever  part  of  the  body  the 
matter  of  fyphilis  may  have  entered  the 
lymphatics,  we  find  it  particularly  apt 
to  attack  the  throat.  This  does  not  hap- 
pen, however,  at  any  certain  period.  I 
have  known  it  fix  upon  the  throat  in  the 
courfe  of  ten  days  from  the  firft  appear- 
ance of  a  chancre,  while  in  fome  inftances 
the  throat  remains  found  till  feveral 
months  after  every  external  mark  of  the 
difeafe  has  difappeared. 

In 
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In  addition  to  what  I  have  already  had 
occafion  to  fay  upon  this,  I  may  obferve, 
that  the  throat,  as  well  as  other  parts  of 
the  body,  are  mod  apt  to  be  foon  affeded 
when  no  buboes  take  place.  When  the 
matter  paries  directly  into  the  fyftem,  along 
the  abforbents,  the  infedion  fhews  itfelf 
more  early  than  where  it  is  firft  flopped 
by  buboes  and  afterwards  taken  up  by 
the  lymphatics  on  thefe  fwellings  becom- 
ing ulcerated. 

In  the  venereal  fore  throat,  fome  degree 
of  uneafinefs  is  commonly  felt  in  (wall ow- 
ing for  feveral  days  before  any  other  fymp- 
tom  is  perceived.  A  fenfation  of  fulnefs 
and  tendernefs  takes  place,  but  not  much 
pain.  In  fome  cafes  this  prevails  over  the 
whole  throat,  but  for  the  moft  part  on  one 
iide  only.  Unlefs  there  has  been  fome  re- 
cent caufe  for  fufpicion  the  difeafe  is  fup- 
pofed  to  proceed  from  cold  ;  but  the  fymp- 
toms  continuing,  and  infpection  being 
made,  an  ulcer  is  in  moft  inftances  dif- 
covered  on  the  part  of  which  he  complain- 
ed at  firft. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  ulcers  in,  fome, cafes. make  their 
firft  appearance  upon  the  uvula,  but  more 
frequently  upon  one  or  both  of  the  amyg- 
dalae. On  fir  ft  infpection  they  are  com- 
monly fmall,  but  always  foul,  and  accom- 
panied with  fome  degree  of  fuinefs  or 
fwelling,  and  with  an  eryfipelatous  red- 
nefs  of  the  contiguous  parts. 

In  moft  inftances  the  ulcer  remains  fta- 
tionary  for  a  confiderable  time,  not  going 
to  any  confiderable  depth,  nor  fpreading 
to  any  greater  extent  than  it  occupied  at 
fir  ft  5  but  in  others,  unlefs  the  moft  effec- 
tual remedies  are  immediately  employed, 
the  ulcer  not  only  becomes  deep  but  fpreads 
to  a  great  extent,  and  in  fome  cafes  with 
fuch  rapidity,  thq.t  I  have  known  the  uvula 
and  all  the  contiguous  parts  become  dif- 
eafed  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  days.  In 
fome  the  ulcer,,  in  its  courfe,  gives  only 
the  appearance  of  foulnefs  to  the  conti- 
guous parts,  which  become  covered  with 
a  yellow  coloured  flough,  fomewhat  re- 
fembling  the  buffy  coat  of  inflammatory 
blood ;  while  in  others  it  fpreads  in  the 
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form  of  a  corroding  fore,  and  deftroys  all 
the  parts  as  it  goes  along.  It  fometimes 
deftroys  a  great  part  of  the  tonfil  before 
leaving  it,  but  it  more  frequently  fpreads 
along  the  arch  reaching  from  the  tonfil 
on  which  it  is  feated,  to  the  uvula,  and 
which,  together:  with  the  contiguous  parts 
of  the  velum  pendulum  palati,  are  com- 
monly deftroyed  before  the  other  tonfil 
becomes  affected. 

Even  in  this  advanced  ftate  of  thefe  ul- 
cers the  patient  feldom  complains  of  much 
pain,  if  it  be  not  during  the  action  of 
fwallowing.  A  general  and  very  diftrelf- 
ful  degree  of  uneafinefs  is  felt  over  the 
throat,  but  the  pain  is  feldom  fo  acute  as 
the  extent  and  appearances  of  the  fores 
would  give  caufe  to  expect.  Wherever 
much  pain  takes  place,  we  find  that  it 
proceeds  not  from  the  fores,  but  from 
that  kind  of  erysipelatous  rednefs  with 
which  the  contiguous  parts  are  very  apt 
to  be  attacked  ;  and  by  which  fuch  a  dif- 
trefsful  burning  fenfation  is  fometimes  in- 
duced 
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duced  over  the  whole  throat  as  renders 
the  patient  at  all  times  very  uneafy. 

In  fome  cafes  of  the  venereal  fore  throat 
this  inflammatory  rednefs  t(!ces  place  with- 
out ulceration.  If  not  prevented  by  mer- 
cury, ulcers  would  no  doubt  form  at  laft ; 
but  I  have  known  the  parts  remain  fwel- 
led,  and  accompanied  for  feveral  weeks 
together,  with  that  deep  copper-coloured 
complexion  fo  highly  characleriflic  of 
Lues  Venerea,  and  without  any  degree  of 
ulceration  being  obferved.  The  difeafe 
in  this  ftate,  although  commonly  fixed 
on  one  fide  of  the  throat  at  firft,  is  very 
apt  to  leave  it  fuddenly  and  go  to  the 
other  ;  and  this  we  find  will  happen  again 
and  again,  till  the  one  fide  becomes  ul- 
cerated, by  which  it  is  kept  fixed  to  a  par- 
ticular fpot. 

Where  the  throat  h  affected  in  this 
manner,  that  is,  where  it  is  attacked  both, 
with  the  venereal  virus  and  eryfipelas,  a 
very  diftrefsful  fymptom  commonly  takes 
place,  a  conftant  heat  and  irritation  over 
the  whole  fauces,  by  which  the  patient  is 
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k  pt  under  a  pcipetu;  1  defire  of  clearing 
his  throat,  of  an  acrid,  vifcid  mucus,  with 
which  it  becomes  from  time  to  time  fo 
much  fluffed  as  to  require  a  great  deal  of 
exertion  to  throw  it  off ;  and  it  prevails 
equally  at  all  times,  even  during  meals, 
as  well  as  when  the  patient  mould  be  at 
reft. 

That  it  is  chiefly  by  the  irritability 
which  takes  place  here  that  this  acrid  mu- 
cus is  produced  I  conclude  to  be  the  cafe, 
from  finding  that  nothing  tends  fo  much 
to  remove  it  as  Toothing  anodyne  applica- 
tions, conjoined  with  the  internal  ufe  of 
opiates. 

It  is  chiefly  in  this  inflammatory  ftate 
of  fore  throats,  that  patients  in  Lues  Ve- 
nerea are  feized  with  deafnefs.  Deafneis 
may  happen  from  other  caufes,  as  we 
mall  afterwards  have  occafion  to  men- 
tion, but  in  this  cafe  I  believe  it  to  pro- 
ceed from  the  inflammation  fpreading  to 
the  tuba  euftachiana,  fo  as  to  render  it 
impervious.  Inflammation  may  act  in 
producing  deafnefs,  either  by  fluffing  this 
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pafTage  with  mucus  or  by  exciting  adhe- 
fion  between  the  fides  of  the  duel.  In  the 
one  cafe  the  deafnefs  may  only  be  tem- 
porary, but  in  the  other  it  muft  necef- 
farily,  to  a  certain  degree,  remain  perma- 
nent. 

In  moft  inftances  the  venereal  fore 
throat  does  not  go  deeper  than  the  foft 
parts  %  producing  fores,  fuch  as  I  have  de- 
fcribed,  of  various  degrees  of  magnitude; 
but  where  the  difeafe  has  either  been  too 
long  neglected,  or  where  mercury  and 
other  remedies  employed  for  it,  do  not 
prove  fuccefsful,  the  bones  themfelves 
come  in  fome  cafes  to  furTer.  I  have  known 
it  happen  with  the  upper  vertibrae  of  the 
neck,  and  not  unfrequently  with  the 
bones  of  the  palate  and  back  part  of  the 
nofe. 

One  of  the  moft  diftrefsful  circum- 
ftances  which  practitioners  meet  with  in 
difeafes  of  the  throat  is,  the  uncertainty 
of  diftinguiming  between  venereal  fores 
of  thefe  parts  and  others  which  refemble 
them,  by  which  a  good  deal  of  time  is 
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cither  altogether  loft,  or  employed  with 
much  doubt  and  undecifion.  From  this 
caufe  alone  ulcers  are  fometimes  allowed 
to  fpread,  where  it  might  with  eafe  have 
been  prevented  by  a  timeous  ufe  of  mer- 
cury ;  and  in  other  inftances  patients  are 
put  upon  the  ufe  of  this  remedy  where  it 
ought  not  to  be  employed. 

The  fymptoms  moft  apt  to  be  miftaken 
for  Lues  Venerea  in  thefe  parts  are,  thofe 
ulcers  which  occafionally  fucceed  to  long 
continued  cafes  of  catarrhal  inflammation, 
and  fuch  as  fometimes  take  place  as  the 
confequence  of  too  much  mercury,  or  of 
the  patient  being  expofed  to  cold  while 
under  a  courfe  of  mercury. 

The  chief  means  of  diftinclion  between 
venereal  ulcers  of  the  throat  and  fuch  as 
fucceed  to  inflammation  are  thefe  :  ulcers 
from  inflammation  very  commonly  fuc- 
ceed to  abfcefles  ;  they  are  ufually  clean, 
of  a  florid  red  appearance,  and  accompa- 
nied with  a  good  deal  of  pain.  The  real 
venereal  ulcer  again  feldom  or  never  pro- 
duces abfcefs,  and  in  the  firft  place  it  al- 
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ways  forms  upon  the  furface.  It  is  never 
clean  till  remedies  have  been  employed 
for  rendering  it  fo  ;  and  although  always 
accompanied  with  a  good  deal  of  uneafi- 
nefs,  the  pain  attending  it  is  never  acute. 
1  may  alfo  remark,  that  in  the  common  in- 
flammatory fore  throat,  the  contiguous 
parts  do  not  ufually  a  flume  that  erysipela- 
tous colour  which  very  univerfally  takes 
place  in  venereal  ulcers,  nor  are  they  apt  to 
induce  that  plentiful  fecretion  of  acrid 
mucus,  and  the  fymptoms  which  enfue 
from  it,  which  1  have  fhewii  to  be  frequent 
confequences  of  the  other. 

Hereafter  I  mall  have  occafion  to  fpeak 
more  particularly  of  that  variety  of  fore 
throat  arifing  from  the  effecfs  of  cold 
when  under  mercury,  as  well  as  from  an 
over-quantity  of  mercury  having  been 
employed.  At  prefent  I  may  remark,  that 
this  is  di£l insruithed  from  the  venereal  fore 
throat  by  a  very  confiderable  fulnefs  or 
fwelling,  not  only  in  both  tonflls,  but  over 
the  whole  fauces,  together  with  fome  de- 
gree of  tumefaction  of  the  parotid  gland, 
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as  well  as  of  all  the  falivafy  glands ;  cir- 
cumflances  by  no  means  connected  with 
venereal  affections  of  thefe  parts.  The 
parts  are  not  fo  apt  to  ulcerate  as  in  the 
venereal  difeafe,  and  any  floughy  appear- 
ance which  takes  place  upon  them,  in  (lead 
of  being  of  a  buffy  colour,  as  happens  in 
the  other,  is  white  and  milky,  fomewhat 
refembling  thofe  apthous  crafts  fo  fre- 
quently met  with  in  the  mouths  of  new- 
born infants.  Thefe  Houghs  too  are  more 
extenhve  than  in  venereal  fore  throats.  In 
the  latter,  they  are  always  confined  to 
fuch  parts  as  are  inflamed,  while,  in  the 
.  other,  they  commonly  extend  a  conflder- 
abled  way  upon  the  contiguous  parts. 

The  natural  unequal  furface  of  the 
amygdalae,  has,  in  fome  inftances,  when 
'  in  a  ftate  of  inflammation,  been  miflakeh 
for  venereal  ulcers  :  this  mi  flake  however 
may  always  be  avoided,  and  never  can 
happen  but  from  ignorance  or  inatten- 
tion. 


§5-  Of 


70  Of  the  Symptoms         Ch.  IV. 


§5- 

Of  Venereal  Ulcers  in  the  Nofe  and  Mouth. 

Chancres,  or  primary  venereal  ulcers, 
arife  occafionally,  as  I  have  already  had 
occafion  to  remark,  both  in  the  nofe  and 
mouth :  but  fores  of  this  defcription, 
wherever  they  are  feated,  having  been 
already  defcribed  in  §  2.  of  this  fection, 
we  are  now  to  treat  of  thofe  only  which 
originate  from  the  fyftem  being  infected. 

Next  to  the  throat  the  matter  of  this 
difeafe  fixes  mod  frequently  upon  the  nofe, 
which,  fo  far  as  I  have  had  opportunities 
of  obferving,  is  more  apt  to  be  attacked 
with  it  than  the  mouth.  I  need  fcarcely 
obferve,  however,  that  fome  variety  oc- 
curs in  this.  In  a  few  cafes  the  mouth  is 
attacked  before  either  the  nofe  or  throat. 
In  others  the  difeafe  appears  firft  in  the 
nofe  \  but,  in  a  great  proportion  of  cafes, 
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it  follows  the  progrefs  I  am  describing  $ 
after  being  for  fome  time  fixed  in  the 
throat  it  goes  to  the  nofe,  if  the  dif- 
eafe  is  not  flopped  in  its  courfe  by  a  pro- 
per ufe  of  mercury.  I  may  alfo  remark, 
that  although  the  ulcers  in  the  throat 
fhould  be  cured  by  mercury,  if  a  fuffi- 
cient  quantity  be  not  employed  for  eradi- 
cating the  virus,  the  difeafe,  when  it 
again  breaks  out,  will  appear  moil  readily 
upon  the  nofe,  in  the  fame  manner  as  if 
no  mercury  had  been  given.  This,  how- 
ever, is  not  univerfally  the  cafe  ;  for  in 
fome  inftances  we  find  it  return  to  the 
parts  where  it  was  laft  feated,  and  after 
again  fixing  upon  the  throat  it  proceeds  to 
the  nofe,  as  it  would  have  done'  at  fir  ft 
if  it  had  not  been  interrupted. 

The  matter  of  Lues  Venerea  however 
does  not  attack  every  part  of  the  nofe  in- 
difcriminately.  Some  have  remarked 
that  it  has  a  particular  tendency  to  fix 
upon  the  external  parts  of  the  body  ;  that 
this  always  happens  in  the  firft  inftance, 
and  when  it  proceeds  rrom  thefe  to  fuch 
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as  are  more  deeply  feated  that  it  does  fo 
with  fome  regularity,  by  attacking  fuch 
parts  firft  as  are  moft  thinly  covered. 
This,  however,  does  not  happen  with  any 
kind  of  uniformity,  and  feems  only  to 
have  been  noticed  f<3r  the  purpofe  of  fup- 
porting  an  opinion.  Inftead  of  going  firft 
to  the  fkin,  which  it  would  do  were  this 
opinion  well  founded,  the  throat,  as  we 
have  juft  feen,  is  moft  apt  to  be  attacked  ; 
and  when  it  goes  to  the  nofe  and  mouth, 
it  is  not  even  the  moft  external  parts  of 
thefe  that  are  firft  apt  to  differ. 

In  a  few  inftances  the  difeafe  no  doubt 
appears  firft  upon  the  outward  parts  of 
the  nofe,  but  in  a  great  proportion  of  cafes 
the  ore  internal  parts  are  previoufly  at- 
tacked :  The  patient  at  firft  complains  of 
a  troublefome  ftoppage  in  one  of  his  nof- 
trils,  accompanied  with  fome  degree  of 
tendernels  and  pain  at  a  particular  point. 
This  is  often  fo  deeply  feated  in  the  noftril 
that  it  cannot  be  feen,  being  frequently 
upon  fome  part  of  one  of  the  olla  fpongiofa; 
but  when  the  under  part  of  the  paiiage  is 
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difeafed,  together  with  a  flilnefs  of  the 
membrane  of  the  nofe,  a  fmall  foul  ulcer  is 
perceived,  which  is  either  covered  with  a 
white  flough,  or  a  firm  brown  crufl ;  and 
on  this  being  removed,  although  the  parts 
beneath  may  appear  clean  and  red,  they 
foon  become  equally  foul  and  Iloughy  as 
before. 

In  the  commencement  of  thefe  ulcera- 
tions, the  difcharge  is  commonly  fmall ; 
but  on  longer  continuance,  the  matter 
forms  in  greater  quantities,  when  it  ufu- 
ally  becomes  thin  and  fcetid.    If  the  ul- 
cers are  feated  on  any  part  of  the  ofla 
fpongiofa,  the  bone  foon  becomes  difeafed, 
and  the  matter  acquires  a  black  dirty  co- 
lour ;  it  becomes  larger  in  quantity,  and 
the  fcetor  ft  1 1 1  more  considerable  than  at 
firft.    In  this  ftage  of  the  difeafe  large 
portions  of  thefe  bones  are  apt  to  feparate 
and  come  away  ;  but  before  coming  this 
length,  other  fymptpms  have  commonly 
made  their  appearance.    A  weeping  eye, 
as  it  is  termed,  or  a  conftant  flow  of  tears 
over  the  cheek,  frequently  occurs  in  this 
ft  age  of  the  difeafe,  owing  to  the  under 
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end  of  the  lachrymal  duel:,  which  termi- 
nates behind  the  os  fpongiofum  inferius, 
being  apt  to  be  flopped  by  the  difeafe  of 
this  bone.  The  fenfe  of  fmelling  becomes 
impaired,  and  in  fome  is  entirely  deftroy- 
ed  ;  and  the  figure  of  the  nofe  is  at  laft 
affected,  in  the  firffc  place  becoming  fwell- 
ed,  red,  and  painful,  upon  the  parts  im- 
mediately above  thofe  that  are  ulcerated, 
and  afterwards  lofing  its  prominency  by 
the  bones  of  which  it  is  formed  coming 
away.  This  does  not  happen  while  the 
difeafe  is  confined  to  the  fpongy  bones  of 
the  nofe  \  but  the  feptum  itfelf  becomes  af- 
fected, in  which  cafe  there  is  always  much 
hazard  of  the  face  being  disfigured  by  this 
bone  giving  way,  when  the  nofe  is  apt  to 
fall  nearly  or  entirely  fiat. 

This  is  the  ufual  courfe  of  ulcers  in  the 
nofe  ;  but  inftead  of  attacking  the  inter- 
nal parts  in  the  firfl  inftance,  we  meet 
with  them  occafionally  upon  the  cartila- 
ginous parts  of  the  nofe,  in  which  cafe 
they  commonly  begin  with  fome  degree 
of  inflammation  of  the  Ikin.    After  the 
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fkin  has  remained  red  and  tender  for  fome 
time,  fmall  ulcerations  appear  upon  it, 
and  thefe  at  lafb  running  together,  a  lore 
of  greater  or  lefTer  extent  is  formed  by 
the  whole.    Like  all  other  venereal  fores, 
ulcers  in  this  fituation  are  always  foul ; 
the  matter  they  difcharge  is  thin  and  of- 
fensive, and  the  fkin  for  fome  way  round 
their  edges  is  of  an  erysipelatous  red  co- 
lour. When  the  cartilaginous  fubftance  of 
the  nofe  becomes  affecled,  the  fores  are 
apt  to  put  on  a  cancerous  appearance; 
nor  has  mercury  the  effect  of  flopping 
their  progrefs  fo  readily  here  as  in  other 
parts  of  the  body  :  This  has  in  fome  in- 
stances been  the  caufe  of  venereal  ulcers 
in  this  part  being  treated  as  cancers,  by 
which,  even  after  being  extirpated,  the 
difeafe  has  again  returned,  when  a  cure 
might  easily  have  been  accomplifhed  by 
the  mercury  having  been  continued  for  a 
due  length  of  time  at  first. 

Every  part  of  the  mouth  is  occasionally 
the  feat  of  venereal  ulcers ;  but  although 
they  appear  from  time  to  time  on  the  in- 
fidel 
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fide  of  the  cheeks  and  on  the  gums,  they 
are  moft  frequent  upon  the  palate  and 
tongue.  In  other  parts  of  the  mouth  thefe 
ulcers  appear  without  any  previous  warn- 
ing, being  for  the  moft  part  fully  formed 
on  being  firft  noticed  ;  but  in  the  palate 
ulceration  feldom  takes  place  till  the  parts 
have  been  inflamed  for  fome  time.  A  deep 
copper- coloured  fpot  is  at  firft  perceived 
fomewhere  between  the  uvula  and  middle 
of  the  palate.  This  at  laft  becomes  ulce- 
rated \  and  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that 
in  no  part  of  the  body  do  venereal  fores 
advance  with  fuch  rapidity  as  they  do 
here.  In  this  refpect  they  are  different 
even  from  venereal  fores  in  the  throat. 
Thefe  laft,  as  I  have  already  had  occafion 
to  remark,  feldom  proceed  to  any  great 
depth,  nor  do  they  advance  with  much 
quicknefs  \  but  here  their  progrefs  is  not 
only  rapid,  but  they  go  at  once  to  the  full 
depth  of  all  the  foft  parts  covering  the 
bones,  and  in  moft  inftances  foon  do  much 
injury  to  the  bones  themfelves.    I  have 

known  the  bones  of  the  palate  become  dif- 
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cafed  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  days  from  the 
firft  appearance  of  ulceration  and  it  is 
not  uncommon  to  find  a  great  part  of  the 
velum  pendulum  palati  deftroyed  in  the 
fpace  of  a  few  days  from  the  time  that  it 
was  firft  perceived  to  be  affected. 

Venereal  ulcers  of  thefe  parts  have  at 
times  been  miftaken  for,  and  treated  as 
ulcers  of  a  very  different  kind,  but  with 
due  attention  this  may  perhaps  in  every 
inftance  be  prevented.  We  are  more  apt 
to  fall  into  the  error  of  treating  other 
fores  as  venereal. 

Both  in  the  mouth  and  nofe  venereal 
ulcers  have  been  miftaken  for  cancerous 
fores ;  and  in  the  nofe  they  fometimes 
bear  a  refemblance  to  herpetic  affections. 
From  both  of  thefe  we  diftinguifh  them, 
not  only  by  the  hiftory  of  each  particu- 
lar cafe,  but  by  the  different  appearances 
which  thefe  affections  actually  afllime. 
Where  a  patient  with  herpetic  eruptions 
on  other  parts  of  his  body  is  attacked 
with  fores  of  a  fimilar  nature  upon  his 
nofe  or  lips,  there  will  be  reafon  to  think 
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that  they  originate  from  the  fame  caufe  ; 
but  where  this  is  not  the  cafe,  and  parti- 
cularly when  it  is  known  that  the  patient 
either  labours  under  Lues  Venerea  at  the 
time,  or  that  he  was  lately  affected  with 
it,  and  not  properly  cured,  this  of  itfelf 
muft  give  ground  to  fuppofe  that  they  are 
venereal.  Herpetic  fores  feldom  go  to  a 
greater  depth  than  the  fkin ;  whereas  ve- 
nereal ulcers,  whether  on  the  nofe  or  lips, 
are  apt  to  penetrate  deep  into  the  parts 
upon  which  they  are  feated. 

Cancerous  fores  are  diftinguifhed  from 
thefe,  as  well  as  from  every  other  variety 
of  ulcer,  by  the  fchirrous  hardnefs  with 
which  in  every  part  of  the  body  they  are 
accompanied  ;  and  they  are  particularly 
diftinguifhed  from  venereal  ulcers  by  the 
fmart  mooting  pains  which  they  always 
excite  ;  a  fymptom  which  does  not  ufually 
occur  in  the  others. 

The  mouth  is  equally  liable  with  the 

throat  to  fores  from  an  over  quantity  of 

mercury,  and  from  patients  being  expofed 

to  cold  when  under  the  ufe  of  it.  Thefe 
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are  more  difficult  to  diftinguifh  than  any 
others  from  the  real  venereal  ulcer ;  for 
befides  the  refemblance  which  in  Tome  cir- 
cumftances  they  bear  to  them,  as  they 
commonly  occur  while  the  patient  is  un- 
der cure  of  fome  fymptom  of  fyphilis,  this 
of  itfelf  is  apt  to  create  fufpicion  concern- 
ing them.  Independent  of  this,  the  very 
fituation  of  the  fores  gives  fome  caufe  to 
fuppofe  that  they  may  be  venereal,  fo  that 
we  are  apt  to  eonuder  every  ulcer  on 
thefe  parts  as  being  of  this  nature. 

Sores  ariling  from  this  effecl:  of  mer- 
cury, although  fomewhat  refembling  the 
true  venereal  ulcer,  may  readily  be  di- 
ftinguifhed  from  it  by  whoever  has  paid 
attention  to  this  branch  of  bufinefs.  Ve- 
nereal ulcers  are  circumfcribed,  and  in 
the  mouth,  whether  upon  the  iniide  of  the 
lips,  cheeks,  gums,  or  tongue,  they  are 
always  of  a  corroding  and  fomewhat  of  a 
cancerous  appearance.  There  is  feldom 
at  firft  more  than  one  fere,  which  docs 
not,  however,  continue  long  ftationary, 
for  in  this  fituation  venereal  ibres  extend 
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quickly.  Now  fores  arifing  f  om  mercury 
are  always  diffufed,  and  we  commonly 
find  them  in  different  parts  of  the  mouth 
at  the  fame  time.  Like  the  firft  appear- 
ance of  the  venereal  ulcer  in  thefe  parts, 
they  are  always  fuperficial,  but  they  have 
not  that  corroding  afped  which  the  other 
aftumes  5  and  although  foul  and  floughy, 
their  colour  is  materially  different  from 
thofe  that  are  venereal.  The  latter  are 
commonly  of  a  dirty  brown  colour,  in 
fome  inltances  with  a  flight  tinge  of  yel- 
low ;  whereas  the  other  has  always  a  whi- 
tifli  appearance,  as  if  the  patient  had  new- 
ly been  drinking  milk. 

The  fituation  of  the  fores  alfo  affords 
fome  means  of  diflinction.  Thofe  arifing 
from  mercury  feem  to  be  induced  chiefly 
by  the  preffure  of  the  teeth  and  gums  up- 
on thofe  parts  that  are  more  particularly 
acled  upon  by  the  medicine ;  fo  that  we 
always  find  them  where  the  fwelling  is 
greatefl,  and  the  prefliire  raoft  confider- 
able :  Hence  they  are  mofl  frequent  on 
the  fides  of  the  tongue  \  near  to  the  angles 
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of  the  jaw;  and  on  the  infides  of  the 
cheeks ;  and  when  they  take  place  in  one 
•  of  thefe  fituations,  we  ufuaily  find  them 
prevail  over  the  others.  Now  the  true 
venereal  ulcer  attacks  one  part  jufb  as 
readily  as  another  %  feldorn  at  fir  ft  more 
than  one  part  at  once,  and  we  find  it  fully 
as  frequent  upon  the  upper  part  of  the 
tongue,  and  between  the  tongue  and  the 
teeth,  where  preffure  has  little  or  no  in- 
fluence, as  in  other  parts  of  the  mouth. 

With  due  attention  to  thefe  appear* 
ances,  and  to  the  hiftory  of  the  cafe,  no 
practitioner  of  obfervation  will  ever  re- 
main long  in  doubt  5  but  where  any  un- 
certainty takes  place,  the  beft  method  of 
removing  it  is  to  defift  entirely  from  the 
ufe  of  mercury.  If  the  fores  are  venereal 
they  will  foon  become  worfe,  if  not,  they 
will  foon  difappear  when  the  fwelling  and 
tendernefs  induced  by  the  mercury  are 
gone.  I  think  it  proper,  however,  to  re- 
mark, that  this  kind  of  fore  does  not  al- 
ways heal  as  foon  as  might  be  expected. 
In  fome  i  nil  ances,  the  fwelling  of  the 
Vol.  II.  G  mouth, 


&2 


Of  the  Symptoms  Ch.  IV. 


mouth,  produced  by  mercury,  continues 
for  a  great  length  of  time.  I  have  known 
it  in  a  very  obvious  manner  more  than, 
two  months  after  any  mercury  had  been 
exhibited.  In  fuch  cafes,  the  fores  pro- 
ceeding from  this  caufe  do  not  readily 
heal }  and  where  due  weight  is  not  allow- 
ed to  the  efFect  of  this,  more  mercury  is 
in  fuch  circumftances  apt  to  be  given,  by 
which  the  conftitution  is  not  only  often 
injured,  but  the  very  fores  for  which  the 
medicine  wras  prefcribed  are  rendered 
worfe.  In  fome  cafes  this  no  doubt  pro- 
ceeds from  inattention  or  want  of  experi- 
ence on  the  part  of  the  practitioner ;  but  it 
alfo  often  originates  from  the  fear  and  anx- 
iety of  patients,  who,  doubting  of  the  real 
nature  of  the  fores,  and  dreading  their  in- 
fluence upon  the  conftitution,  are  often  fo 
impatient,  that  in  a  concealed  manner  they 
perfevere  in  the  ufe  of  mercury  long  after 
they  have  been  defired  to  lay  it  afide.- 

I  have  infilled  the  more  upon  this  from 
a  very  confiderable  number  of  cafes  ha- 
ving fallen  within  my  obfervation  of  the 
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moft  diftrefsful  confequences  bemg  pro- 
duced by  meafures  of  an  oppofLe  nature 
being  purfued. 

Patients   are   fo  ealily  alarmed  with 
whatever  gives  caufe  to  mfpect  that  the 
virus  is  not  entirely  removed,  that  even 
the   moft    trifling   circumftances,  when 
treated  with  inattention  by  practitioners, 
may  be  followed  with  very  important  con- 
fequences.   A  fpoiled  tooth,  with  fharp 
ragged  edges,  is  very  apt  to  produce  a  fore 
upon  that  part  of  the  cheek  or  tongue  to 
which  it  is  contiguous  ;  and  as  it  takes 
place  in  a  flow  imperceptible  manner, 
without  exciting  pain,  and  produces  a  foul 
fore,  fomewhat  refembling  a  venereal  ul- 
cer, if  the  real  caufe  of  it  be  not  difcover- 
ed  and  removed,  very  troublefome  confe- 
quences are  apt  to  enfue  from  it.  From 
this  caufe  alone  I  have  known  a  patient 
put  under  a  tedious  courfe  of  mercury, 
which,  with  common  attention,  would  not 
have  happened  ;  for  wherever  an  ulcer 
forms,  either  on  the  infide  of  the  cheek, 
or  on  the  tongue,  the  flate  of  the  conti- 
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guous  teeth  mould  be  examined  ;  and 
where  any  fpicuke,  or  Inequalities  are  dif- 
covered,  the  whole  fhould  be  removed, 
and  due  time  allowed  for  the  fores  after- 
wards to  heal,  before  any  other  method  of 
cure  is  recommended. 


§6. 

Venereal  Blotches, 

Next  to  the  parts  which  I  have  men- 
tioned, the  matter  of  Lues  Venerea  is  moft 
apt  to  fix  upon  the  furface  of  the  body  in 
the  form  of  eruptions,  or  what  are  com- 
monly termed  Blotches.  In  a  few  cafes 
the  fkin  is  affected  before  either  the  throat, 
nofe,  or  mouth ;  but  this  is  by  no  means 
frequent. 

Every  part  of  the  body  is  liable  to  thefe 
blotches,  but  they  appear  more  frequent- 
ly on  feme  parts  than  on  others.  The 

caufe 
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caufe  of  this  is  difficult  to  explain,  for 
when  the  whole  fyftem  is  affected,  we 
cannot  a  priori  fay  why  one  part  mould 
more  readily  be  attacked  than  another, 
but  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  fact.  In  ac- 
counting for  this  difeafe  fixing  mo  ft  fre- 
quently upon  the  throat,  nofe,  and  mouth, 
fome  have  ingeniouily  fuggefted  that  there 
is  probably  fome  particular  attraction  be- 
tween mucus  and  the  matter  of  this  dif- 
eafe, from  thefe  parts  being  plentifully 
fupplied  with  mucous  glands ;  and  mer- 
cury being  particularly  apt  to  affect  thefe 
parts,  while  we  know  that  mercury  in 

•every  form  very  readily  combines  with 
mucus,  a  theory  has  been  built  upon  this 

ito  account  for  the  action  of  mercury  in 
the  cure  of  the  difeafe.    Admitting  the 

•  opinion  to  be  well  founded,  but  which 

•  does  not  appear  to  be  the  cafe,  Mill  it 
would  not  account  for  the  matter  of  this 

(difeafe  being  particularly  apt  to  fix  upon 
ithe   Ikin,  periofteum,  and  bones,  parts 
which  arelefs  plentifully  fupplied  with  mu- 
cous glands  than  any  others  of  the  body. 

G  3  Neither 
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Neither  does  the  idea  bold  good  here, 
which  we  have  already  had  occafion  to 
notice,  and  which  forae  have  endeavoured 
to  fupport,  of  the  matter  of  this  difeafe 
having  a  particular  attraction  for  parts 
that  are  molt  expofed  to  the  atmofphere. 
In  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  the  venereal 
eruption  the  reverfe  of  this  appears  to  be 
the"  cafe. 

I  have  obferved  above,  that  every  part 
of  the  body  is  liable  to  be  attacked  with 
thefe  blotches  ;  but  we  find  from  daily 
obfervation,  that  they  appear  both  more 
frequently  and  more  early  in  the  difeafe, 
on  fuch  parts  as  are  kept  well  covered 
than  on  thofe  that  are  not  covered  at  all. 
We  no  doubt  meet  with  them  both  on  the 
face  and  hands  ;  but  for  one  inftance  of 
this  we  have  eight  or  ten  of  their  appear- 
ing upon  the  bread  and  arms  \  and  next 
to  thefe,  they  attack  in  fucceffion  and  with 
fome  regularity,  the  moulders,  thighs,  legs, 
feet,  and  hands.  Of  thefe  laft  the  extre- 
mities of  the  toes  are  often  the  parts  fir  11 
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affected,  particularly  the  parts  lying  be- 
neath and  round  the  nails. 

Venereal  blotches  do  not  at  firfl  excite 
pain:  A  flight  degree  of  itchy  uneafinefs 
is  the  firfl  fenfation  which  they  produce. 
When  examined  in  this  flate,  they  are 
found  to  confift  of  a  number  of  fmall  di- 
ftincl  patches,  fcarcely  riling  above  the 
furface  of  the  furrounding  parts,  and  fel- 
dom  exceeding  the  fize  of  a  fixpence. 
They  are  of  a  pale  red  colour,  and  when 
fmartly  rubbed,  the  cuticle  falls  off  in  the 
form  of  fine  bran,  leaving  the  fkin  beneath 
fomewhat  more  deeply  tinged  with  red. 
The  fkin,  however,  does  not  appear  to  be 
otherwife  injured ;  and  when  the  blotches 
are  allowed  to  difappear  of  themfelves,  as 
they  commonly  do,  the  fkin  is,  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time,  found  to  be  perfectly  found, 
and  not  even  altered  in  colour. 

But  although  <,in  fome  inflances  thefe 
eruptions  difappear  from  time  to  time,  no 
advantage  is  gained  from  this  :  they  ei- 
ther proceed  from  one  part  to  another,  or 
they  attack  the  fame  parts  again  with 
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more  violence.  In  returning  upon  parts 
where  they  have  been  before,  the  cuticle 
is  more  elevated  from  the  ikin  beneath; 
and  on  being  removed,  the  {kin  itfelf  is 
found  to  be  either  fomewhat  inflamed  or 
in  a  ftate  of  tendernefs  approaching  to  ul- 
ceration. The  fkin  not  being  in  a  ftate 
fit  for  producing  cuticle,  a  fcab  or  cruft: 
now  forms  upon  the  tender  parts.  In  the 
co urfe  of  a  few  days  matter  forms  beneath, 
which  for  fome  time  oozes  out  at  the 
fides,  till  the  cruft  feparating  and  falling 
off,  the  foundation  is  thus  formed  of  the 
true  venereal  ulcer,  of  which  a  defcription 
will  afterwards  be  given. 

In  fome  cafes,  thefe  red,  or  rather  mot- 
tled blotches,  inftead  of  proceeding  to  the 
ftate  of  ulcer  in  the  manner  that  I  have 
juft  defcribed,  are  all  covered  over  with 
an  infinite  number  of  very  fmail  pimples, 
each  of  which  contains  matter  j  and  from 
thefe  running  together  a  cruft  is  formed, 
which  likewife  falls  off  at  laft,  and  in  this 
manner  a  ftate  of  ulceration  is  produced. 

When 
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When  venereal  blotches  take  place 
among  the  hair,  which  they  frequently 
do,  as  they  do  not  in  their  fir  ft  ftage  rife 
much  above  the  level  of  the  furrounding 
parts,  and  as  they  never  in  this  ftate  create 
much  uneafinefs,  they  are  feldom  perceiv- 
ed till  a  (cab  or  cruft  begins  to  form  ;  and 
as  the  matter  on  oozing  out  gets  matted 
into  flakes  with  the  hair,  we  are  longer  in 
this  fituation  than  in  other  parts  of  the 
body,  of  getting  a  view  of  the  parts  be- 
neath, which,  on  the  cruft  falling  off,  are 
always  in  a  ftate  of  ulceration,  forming 
what  is  commonly  termed  the  corona  ve- 
neris. 

In  the  palms  of  the  hands  and  foles  of 
the  feet  the  firmnefs  of  the  fkin  prevents 
thefe  blotches  from  appearing  fo  obvioufly 
as  in  other  parts.  The  cuticle  is  here  ei- 
ther feparated  in  broad  flakes,  early  in 
the  difeafe,  or  if  it  is  fo  firm  as  to  confine 
the  matter  for  any  length  of  time,  it  at 
laft  bur  ft  s  out,  when  the  parts  beneath  are 
found  to  be  ulcerated. 

It 
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It  is  chiefly  in  this  eruptive  ftate  of 
Lues  Venerea  that  it  attacks  the  nails  of 
the  fingers  and  toes.  The  cuticle  which 
furrounds  them  is  perceived  to  be  red  and 
tender  ;  the  parts  below  the  nails  alfo  be- 
come red,  and  the  nails  at  laft  become 
loofe  and  fall  off. 

The  appearances  raoft  fimilar  to  vene- 
real blotches,  and  with  which  they  have 
frequently  been  confounded,  are,  all  the 
variety  of  herpetic  eruptions,  particularly 
fuch  as  do  not  yield  much  matter.  There 
is  however  one  remarkable  difference  be- 
tween them  in  the  nature  of  the  matter 
which  they  afford.  The  matter  of  the 
true  venereal  eruption  is  fo  tough  and  vif- 
cid  that  it  does  not  crack,  and  commonly 
remains  upon  the  parts  perfectly  entire, 
till  it  feparates  and  comes  away ;  whereas 
in  herpes,  although  the  matter  is  in  one 
variety  of  the  difeafe  of  a  vifcid  glutinous 
nature,  it  does  not  form  into  flakes,  as  it 
very  univerfally  does  in  Lues  Venerea. 
It  fometimes  forms  into  crufts,  but  thefe- 
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break  and  come  away  in  fmall  pieces,  and 
in  others  it  often  falls  off  in  the  form  of 
fine  bran. 

In  herpes  the  eruption  appears  molt 
frequently  in  the  form  of  a  circle,  and  the 
parts  which  it  furrounds  appear  to  be 
found  :  Hence  by  the  common  people  it- 
is  ufally  termed  ring-worm.  Thefe  cir- 
cles or  rings  are  of  every  variety  of  fize, 
but  they  are  feldom  lefs  than  a  half-crown 
piece.  Now  the  venereal  blotch  is  not 
often  larger  than  a  fixpence,  and  never 
exceeds  the  fize  of  a  milling ;  and  the 
whole  /kin  of  the  parts  affected  appears 
to  be  nearly  in  an  equal  degree  of  difeafe. 
The  mottled  appearance  which  they 
aflume  gives  caufe  indeed  to  fuppofe  that 
iome  parts  of  the  Ikin  remain  found ;  but 
on  examination  with  a  magnifying  glafs 
the  whole  is  found  to  be  more  or  lefs  dif- 
eafed.  Whereas  in  herpes,  the  parts  fur- 
rounded  with  the  ring  appear  to  be  equal- 
ly found  with  any  part  of  the  body. 

In  judging  of  this  point  we  derive  no 
fmall  afliftance  from  attending  to  the  fitu- 
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at  ion  of  the  eruption,  as  well  as  from  the 
hiftory  of  its  rife  and  progrefs.  I  have 
had  occafion  to  obferve  that  the  venereal 
eruption  appears  molt  frequently  at  firft 
upon  the  breaft  and  arms.  Indeed  this 
very  commonly  happens ;  whereas  in  her- 
pes it  is  molt  frequent  upon  the  under 
part  of  the  abdomen,  and  about  the  hands 
and  wrifts. 

When  to  all  thefe  circumftances  we  add, 
that  in  the  venereal  eruption  there  is  com- 
monly much  caufe  for  fufpicion,  from  the 
patient's  eourfe  of  life,  and  perhaps  even 
from  the  exiftence  at  the  time  of  fome 
other  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  and  that 
in  herpes  we  often  find  that  the  patient 
has  either  at  fome  former  period  been  li- 
able to  eruptions  of  a  fimilar  nature,  or 
that  they  have  prevailed  in  his  family, 
fcarcely  any  caufe  for  doubt  can  remain. 

Herpetic  eruptions  and  venereal  blotch- 
es fometimes  occur  in  the  fame  perfon  at 
the  fame  time.  In  this  cafe  it  may  be 
difficult  or  perhaps  impo/Tible  to  diftin- 
guifh  them  \  but  no  great  inconvenience 
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can  arife  from  this,  for  the  exiftence  of 
the  venereal  affe&ion  being  afcertained,' 
this,  as  being  the  moft  important  of  the 
two,  muft  have  the  fpecific  remedy  em- 
ployed for  removing  it,  and  if  the  other 
eruption  continues  after  the  venereal 
blotches  are  carried  off,  proper  remedies 
muft  be  employed  for  it. 

I  know  no  other  eruption  that  may  not 
be  eafily  diftinguiflied  from  venereal 
blotches. 


§7- 

Of  Venereal  Ulcers. 

In  §  2.  of  this  feclion,  I  have  already 
given  a  defcription  of  chancres,  or  ulcers 
produced  by  the  local  application  of  the 
venereal  virus.  It  is  thofe  ulcers  we  are 
now  to  confider  which  take  place  in  more 
advanced  ftages  of  the  difeafe,  and  which 
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evidently  proceed  from  the  virus  having 
entered  the  fyftem.  In  §  4.  and  5.  vene- 
real ulcers  of  the  throat,  nofe,  and  mouth, 
have  been  defcribed,  but  ulcers  from  the 
fame  caufe  appear  occafionally  in  almoft 
every  part  of  the  body. 

But  although  no  part  of  the  body  is 
perhaps  entirely  exempted  from  thefe  ul- 
cers, I  mean  no.  external  part  of  it,  yet  fome 
parts  are  much  more  liable  to  be  attacked 
with  them  than  others;  and  it  is  a  fact 
worthy  of  remark,  that  there  is  no  part  of 
the  furface  of  the  body  on  which  they  do 
not  occur  more  frequently  than  on  the 
genitals.  Indeed  venereal  ulcers  of  thefe 
parts,  from  infection  of  the  conflitution, 
do  not  often  fall  within  our  obfervation. 
Almoft  every  ulcer  on  the  genitals  may  be 
traced  to  a  recent  and  local  application  of 
the  virus. 

We  have  already  had  occafion  to  ob- 
ferve  that  venereal  blotches  are  apt  to  ter- 
minate in  ulcers.  Hence  the  venereal  ul- 
cer is  moft  frequent  on  thefe  parts  that 
are  chiefly  liable  to  thefe  eruptions,  parti- 
cularly 
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cularly  the  breaft,  ftioulders,  and  arms. 
We  often  meet  with  them  among  the  hair, 
and  between  the  fingers  and  toes.  In  the 
latter  ftages  of  the  difeafe  indeed,  I  have 
met  with  them  more  frequently  upon  the 
lides  of  the  toes  than  on  any  other  part. 

For  the  molt  part  the  venereal  ulcer  is 
preceded  either  by  blotches,  fuch  as  we 
have  juft  defcribed,  or  by  a  number  of 
very  fmall  pimples  \  but  I  have  met  with 
fome  inftances  of  a  part  becoming  ulce- 
rated without  either  of  thefe  appearances 
going  before  it.  In  this  cafe  a  flight  de- 
gree of  itchynefs  prevails  for  fome  days, 
and  the  part  is  fcarcely  obferved  to  be  dif- 
coloured  before  an  ulcer  is  perceived. 

In  whatever  manner  a  venereal  ulcer 
may  form,  the  appearances  which  it  after- 
wards exhibits  are  nearly  the  fame.  A  con- 
siderable deftruction  of  parts  foon  takes 
place  ;  more  quickly  indeed  than  ufually 
happens  from  any  other  caufe  except  mor- 
tification. Inftead  of  proceeding  gradually 
from  the  furface  downward spil6&t'her  ul- 
cers do,  a  certain  portion  of  the  foft  parts 
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between  the  affected  fpot  of  the  fkin  and 
bone  beneath  feem  to  be  contaminated  at 
once  ;  for  almoft  as  foon  as  the  fkin  be- 
comes evidently  ulcerated,  the  correfpond- 
ing  parts  beneath  not  only  appear  to  be  dif- 
eafed,  but  are  foon  thrown  fo  entirely  out 
that  fcarcely  any  thing  but  the  periofleum 
is  left  to  cover  the  bone. 

The  fides  and  bottom  of  venereal  ulcers 
of  every  defcription  are  at  firft  always 
foul ;  but  while  chancres  and  all  recent 
ulcers  are  ufually  white  and  lloughy,  fores 
proceeding  from  the  difeafe  having  en- 
tered the  conftitution  are  of  a  dirty  brown 
appearance.  The  .matter  which  they  dis- 
charge is  fometimes  thin,  and  fo  acrid  as 
to'deftroy  the  contiguous  parts,  but  for 
the  moll  part  it  is  more  tough  and  ad- 
hefive  than  good  pus.  It  has  often  a  fm- 
gularly  green  colour,  particularly  in  ul- 
cers on  that  part  of  the  head  covered  with 
hair,  and  it  is  always  of  a  very  difagree- 
able  feetid  fmell. 

Thefe  ulcers  are  feldom  accompanied 
with  much  paiii ;  for  although  the  fkin 

which 
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which  furrounds  them  has  always  a  ten- 
der appearance,  being  in  almoft  every  in- 
ftance  of  an  eryfipelatous  red  colour,  they 
can  bear  to  be  handled  more  freely  than 
fores  of  any  other  kind  of  equal  extent. 
The  parts,  in  fome  cafes  indeed,  feem  to 
be  deprived  of  their  natural  fenfibility ; 
and  I  have  in  fuch  inftances  found  that  one 
of  the  firft  effects  of  mercury  prefcribed 
for  the  cure  has  been  to  render  them  more 
irritable. 

Venereal  ulcers  ariling  from  difeafe  in 
the  fyftem,  differ  from  all  fuch  as  are  lo- 
cal, in  our  not  being  able  to  render  them 
clean  or  bring  them  to  a  healing  ftate  by 
any  external  application  that  we  can  em- 
ploy. Whenever  the  caufe  is  doubtful, 
they  are  commonly  treated  with  local  re- 
medies ;  but  no  advantage  is  ever  derived 
from  them.  Even  the  moft  powerful  de- 
tergents have  no  influence.  The  parts 
ftill  remain  foul.  The  matter  continues 
to  increafe  in  acrimonv  ;  and  if  a  courfe 
of  mercury  is  not  prefcribed,  or  if  not 
given  in  mmcient  quantity,  the  fores  not 
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only  become  more  extenfive,  but  more 
numerous,  by  parts  taking  on  a  difpofition 
to  ulcerate  which  did  not  previoufly  bear 
any  mark  of  difeafe. 

This  defcription  of  venereal  ulcers  com- 
prehends all  the  ordinary  appearances  of 
thefe  fores  ;  but  fome  difference  is  pro- 
duced in  them  by  a  variety  of  caufes ;  by 
the  nature  of  the  parts  in  which  the»y  are 
feated  %  by  the  conftitution  being  found  or 
a  fie  61  ed  with  other  difeafes ;  and  by  the 
effects  of  fuch  remedies  as  may  have  been 
employed  without  being  mfficiently  pow- 
erful to  accompfifh  a  cure. 

In  a  great  proportion  of  cafes  venereal 
ulcers  are  feated  in  the  fkin  and  cellular 
membrane.  In  the  fir fl  inftance,  indeed, 
thefe  are  the  only  parts  that  are  affected; 
but  in  more  advanced  periods  of  the  dif- 
eafe, we  find  the  virus  fixing  upon  the 
tendons,  fafciae  of  the  mufcles,  periofteum, 
and  bones.  The  parts  leafl  liable  to  be 
attacked  with  it  are  the  glands,  particu- 
larly thofe  of  the  lymphatic  fyflem,  but 
occasionally  even  thofe  glands  become  af- 
fected. 
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fected.  Now  we  may  eafily  fappofe,  that 
the  ordinary  appearance  of  the  venereal 
ulcer,  that  which  it  exhibits  when  feated 
in  the  cellular  fubftance,  will  be  material- 
ly different  from  that  which  it  affords  in 
the  tendons,  fafciae,  glands,  or  bones.  It 
is  difficult,  however,  and  perhaps  impof- 
fible,  to  give  an  adequate  defcription  of  the 
different  appearances  which  proceed  from 
this  difference  of  fituation.  It  is  from  ex- 
perience alone  that  a  knowledge  of  this 
can  be  obtained. 

The  appearances  of  venereal  ulcers  are 
more  or  lets  affected*  by  every  difeafe 
which  the  fyftem  may  at  the  time  labour 
under.  Some  indeed  have  contended  that 
no  two  difeafes  can  exifl  in  the  conftitu- 
tion  at  the  fame  time.  This  remark,  how- 
ever, is  certainly  ill-founded.  From  daily 
cbfervation,  we  find,  not  only  that  the  fy- 
Jlem  may  be  affected  with  different  difeafes 
at  the  fame  time,  but  that  two  difeafes 
may  at  the  fame  time  fix  upon  the  fame 
part.  Of  the  firft  we  have  inflances  with- 
out end.    It  happens  in  the  combination 
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of  fever  with  every  variety  of  general 
cachexy,  fuch  as  dropfy,  juandice,  and 
many  others;  of  fmall-pox  with  fcrophula, 
and  fcrophula  with  fcurvy  ;  all  of  which 
are  often  met  with,  exifting,  and  making 
progrefs  in  the  fame  perfon  at  the  fame 
time;  and  of  local  complaints  combining 
in  the  fame  part,  a  variety  of  inftances 
might  alfo  be  adduced.  L  have  at  pre- 
fent  a  perfon  who  had  long  been  liable  to 
piles,  who  fome  time  ago  was  attacked 
with  condylomatous  exerefcences  about 
the  anus  from  a  venereal  taint  j  to  thefe 
fucceeded  a  common  abfcefs  from  inflam- 
mation, and  laft  of  all  the  parts  have  be- 
come cancerous.  As  all  of  thefe  are  ob- 
vioufly  in  exiftence  at  this  moment  upon 
the  fame  parts,  and  as  inftances  of  other 
combinations  of  local  difeafes  are  occur- 
ring daily,  it  is  with  furprife  and  aftonifh- 
ment  we  perceive  much  labour  and  inge- 
nuity employed  to  prove  that  this  connec- 
tion of  difeafes  never  takes  place,  and  in  a 
work  too  which  does  the  higheft  credit  to 
the  author. 

The 
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The  opinion  which  the  author  of  that 
work  endeavours  to  eftablifh,  is  indeed  fo 
contrary  to  the  obfervation  of  all  who 
have  paid  attention  to  the  fubject,  that  I 
mould  not  have  judged  it  neceflary  to 
notice  it,  were  it  not  with  a  view  of  pre- 
venting the  young  and  unexperienced  from 
being  milled  by  it ;  for  were  it  to  be  re- 
ceived as  a  general  principle,  in  a  variety 
of  circumfhances  it  would  have  no  fmall 
influence  on  practice,  and  would  often,  I 
am  afraid,  be  productive  of  diftrefs  and 
difappointment  both  to  patients  and  prac- 
titioners *. 

If  this  opinion  was  well  founded,  every 
ulcer  of  the  venereal  kind  arifing  from 
difeafe  of  the  conftitution  mould  yield 
to  mercury  alone  :  Inftead  of  which,  do 
we  not  daily  meet  with  fores  of  this  kind, 
in  which  mercury  by  itfelf  fails  entirely, 
and  in  which  from  the  conftitution  be- 
ing at  the  fame  time  infe&ed  with  fcro- 

H  3  phula 

*  The  publication  to  which  I  allude  is  Mr  John  Hun- 
ter's Treatife  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe. 


102 


Of  the  Symptoms 


Ch.  IV. 


pbula,  or  fome  other  difeafe,  bark  and 
other  remedies  rrmft  be  employed  before 
any  progrefs  towards  a  cure  can  be  ob- 
tained? This  combination  of  Lues  Vene- 
rea with  other  difeafes,  particularly  with 
fcrophula  and  fcurvy,  is  indeed,  I  appre- 
hend, the  mofl  frequent  obftacle  that  we 
meet  with  in  the  cure  of  almoft  every 
fymptom  of  this  difeafe.  Buboes,  as  well 
as  ulcers,  are  always  obftinate  where  fcro- 
phula prevails  ;  and  the  flighted  tenden- 
cy to  fcnrvy  puts  it  out  of  our  power  to 
employ  mercury  in  fuch  quantities  as  the 
✓  cure  of  venereal  ulcers  often  requires. 
The  effects  of  this  are  chiefly  perceived 
at  fea,  where  a  patient  with  Lues  Vene- 
.  rea  is  fure  to  have  all  the  fymptoms-  ag- 
gravated, particularly  fuch  ulcers  as  may 
prevail,  on  his  being  attacked  with  fcurvy . 
The  ulcers  not  only  put  on  a  worfe  ap- 
pearance, but  till  the  fcorbutic  afTeclion  is 
removed,  the  farther  ufe  of  mercury  is  for 
the  moft  part  obliged  to  be  laid  afide. 

The  defcription  of  the  venereal  ulcer 
which  I'  have  given  above  relates  to  the 

difeafe 
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difeafe  in  its  more  early  ftages,  and  where 
no  mercury  has  been  employed.  When 
mercury  is  prefcribed,  and  has  entered 
the  fyftem,  fores  of  this  defcription  foon 
put  on  a  healing  appearance ;  and  if  the 
medicine  is  continued,  the  cure  ufually 
goes  on  without  interruption.  But  if,  in- 
ftead  of  being  perfifted  in  for  a  due  length 
of  time,  the  mercury  is  laid  afide  before  the 
virus  is  eradicated,  an  effect  remits  from 
it  which  could  not  a  priori  be  looked  for. 
This  partial  effect  of  mercury  not  only 
gives  a  different  appearance  to  venereal 
fores,  but  commonly  renders  them  more 
obftinate.  If  the  fores  have  healed,  and 
again  break  out,  although  they  will  not 
go  to  fuch  a  depth  as  they  did  in  the  fir  ft 
procefs  of  ulceration,  they  will  fpread  fur- 
ther, and  become  more  numerous.  By 
[  this  imperfect  application  of  mercury,  a 
difpolition  feems  to  be  formed,  not  only 
in  the  parts  contiguous  to  the  old  fores, 
but  in  almoft  all  the  foft  parts  of  the  bo- 
dy, to  go  readily  into  a  flate  of  ulcera- 
tion;  and  although  the  new  fores  which 
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take  place  do  not  go  deeper  than  the  cel- 
lular membrane,  they  daily  become  more 
numerous,  infomuch  that  the  parts  in 
which  they  are  chiefly  feated  are  apt  to 
acquire  a  honey-comb  appearance. 

But  although  thefe  newly  formed  ul- 
cers feldom  penetrate  to  fuch  a  depth  as 
thofe  to  which  they  fucceeded,  they  af- 
fume  every  other  appearance  of  the  true 
venereal  ulcer.  They  are  foul  and  fome- 
what  fpongy  :  They  are  not  attended  with 
much  pain,  and  the  furrounding  fkin  has 
an  eryfipelatous,  or  copper-colour  com- 
plexion. In  the  courfe  of  my  experience, 
however,  they  have  always  proved  to  be 
of  more  difficult  management  than  the 
others ;  nor  does  mercury  act  with  fuch 
certainty  in  removing  them.  The  fame 
fores  either  continue  obftinately  to  relift 
the  effect  of  this  remedy,  or  if  thefe  heal, 
others  break  out,  and  thus  fpread  over  a 
very  conflderable  extent  of  furface,  giving 
all  the  appearances  of  the  phagadenic  or 
depafcent  ulcer  of  authors. 

Hitherto 
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Hitherto  I  have  been  fuppofing  that  the 
difeafe  is  confined  to  the  foft  parts  of  the 
body but  where  the  ulcers,  as  now  de- 
fcribed,  have  been  neglected,  or  where  the 
remedies  employed  for  removing  them  have 
not  proved  effectual,  they  are  apt  to  affect 
both  the  bones  and  tendons  ;  and  where 
fores  take  place  upon  any  of  thefe  parts, 
their  appearances  are  materially  different 
from  thofe  of  the  common  venereal  ulcer. 
The  parts  affected,  inftead  of  being  cor- 
roded, and  hollowed  out  in  the  form  of  a 
cup,  as  they  ufually  are  in  the  venereal 
ulcer,  are  filled  with  a  foft  fungous  fub- 
ftance  of  an  unhealthy  complexion,  which 
bleeds  freely  on  being  injured,  and  which 
always  returns  foon  on  being  destroyed 
with  efcharotics.  The  difcharge  of  thefe 
ulcers,  when  feated  upon  carious  bones,  is 
thin,  and  of  a  brown  colour,  and  ftill 
more  foetid  than  the  ordinary  difcharge 
of  venereal  ulcers  in  the  fofter  parts  of 
the  body.  When  the  furface  of  a  tendon 
becomes  ulcerated  the  parts  are  not  only 
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foft  and  fpongy,  but  more  fcul  or  floughy 
than  fores  of  almoft  any  other  kind. 

There  is  another  variety  of  venereal 
ulcer  of  which  it  is  proper  to  take  notice, 
I  mean  that  which  fucceeds  to  the  burfting 
of  a  bubo.  Seated  in  the  body  of  a  gland, 
this  kind  of  fore  has  a  very  different  ap- 
pearance from  the  common  venereal  ulcer, 
which  attacks,  as  we  have  juft  feen,  the 
fkin  and  cellular  fulSftance  only.  Buboes 
are  always  accompanied  with  pain  and 
inflammation  :  Hence  when  matter  forms 
in  them,  it  is  of  the  purulent  kind.  But 
although  the  matter  of  buboes  is  always 
more  or  lefs  purulent  at  fir  ft,  it  ufually  be- 
comes thin  and  acrid  at  laft,  owing  to 
fores  of  this  defcription,  on  the  farther 
continuance  of  the  difeafe,  being  apt  to 
become  erysipelatous.  Belides  this  change 
which  takes  place  in  the  nature  of  the 
matter,  the  parts  in  which  it  was  collected, 
although  at  firft  they  have  all  the  appear- 
ances of  a  common  abfeefs,  at  laft  become 
foul  and  fpongy ;  the  edges  of  the  fore 
become  callous ;  and  a  much  greater  de- 
gree 
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gree  of  pain  takes  place  than  aJmoft  ever 
accompanies  the  ordinary  form  of  the 
true  venereal  ulcer. 

But  although  the  fore  which  fucceeds 
to  a  buho  is  neceffarily  at  firft  always  in 
the  body  of  a  gland,  we  find  at  laft  that 
it  is  apt  to  fpread  and  afTecl:  the  conti- 
guous parts.  The  matter  pervading  the 
cellular  fubftance  finufes  form ;  and  the 
(kin  becoming  inflamed,  the  foundation  is 
thus  laid  for  the  formation  of  other  fores. 
In  this  manner  the  ulcers  which  fucceed 
to  buboes  frequently  fpread  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, one  part  either  breaking  out  as  ano- 
ther heals,  or  perhaps  the  whole  continu- 
ing open,  fo  as  to  leave  all  the  upper  part 
of  the  thigh,  and  in  feme  cafes,  the  under 
part  of  the  abdomen,  covered  with  fmail 
fores. 

No  part  of  the  treatment  of  Lues  Vene- 
rea gives  more  diftrefs  to  patients,  or  more 
embarraffinent  to  practitioners,  than  the 
management  of  this  ulcerated  flate  of  bu- 
boes ;  which,  befides  being  accompanied 
with  much  pain,  is  often  one  of  the  moft 
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obftinate  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe.  Inftead 
of  yielding  to  the  ufe  of  mercury,  fores 
of  this  defcription  become  often  more  ob- 
ftinate  after  mercury  has  been  employed ; 
fever  is  apt  to  take  place ;  and  where  the 
conftitution  is  not  very  robuft,  they  even 
fometimes  end  in  the  death  of  the  pa- 
tient. 

This  great  degree  of  inveteracy  in  thefe 
fores  may  orignate  from  different  caufes ; 
but  I  have  commonly  found  that  it  takes 
place  in  fcrophulous  conftitutions,  and  in 
fuch  as  are  particularly  delicate.  It  may 
alfo  be  remarked,  that  among  our  com- 
mon people  this  kind  of  fore  is  ftill  more 
obftinate  in  thofe  who  live  in  damp  fitua- 
tions,  as  is  ufually  the  cafe  with  weavers. 
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(Of  Nodes,  and  other  Swellings  of  the  Perio- 
Jleum,  Bones,  and  "Tendons. 

A  Node  is  a  hard  circumfcribed  tumour, 
[proceeding  from  a  bone  being  attacked 
^with  the  venereal  virus.  The  periofteum, 
ttendons,  ligaments,  and  even  fafciae  of  the 
imufcles,  are  alfo  liable  to  be  attacked  with 
tthe  matter  of  this  difeafe. 

The  venereal  poifon,  however,  does  not 
ireadily  fix  upon  thefe  harder  parts  of  the 
Ibody.  In  a  great  proportion  of  cafes  it 
iremains  long  in  the  habit  before  they  be- 
icome  affected,  and  when  tumours  appear 
mpon  them,  it  is  often  at  fuch  a  diftant 
[period  from  the  exiftence  of  any  other 
ifymptom  of  Lues  Venerea,  that  both  the 
[patient  and  practitioner  are  apt  to  be  de- 
ceived, and  to  conclude  that  they  proceed 
tfrom  fome  other  caufe :  Hence  pains  an<i 
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fwellings  occuring  in  this  difeafe  are  of- 
ten* treated  as  rheumatic  affections,  in  con- 
fequence  of  which,  remedies  are  prefcri- 
bed  from  which  no  advantage  is  derived  ; 
while  mercury,  from  which  alone  relief 
could  be  obtained,  is  entirely  overlooked. 
But  although  the  true  venereal  node  ne- 
ver takes  place  early  in  the  difeafe,  I  mean 
fuch  fw tilings  as  are  of  an  offeous  nature, 
and  originate  from  the  bones,  yet  the  pe- 
riod cum  and  tendons,  as  well  as  the  fa- 
{clx  of  mufcles,  are  in  fome  inftances  very 
early  affected.  This  I  have  known  to 
happen  almoft  as  foon  as  there  was  caufe 
to  fufpecl:  that  the  virus  had  entered  the 
fyftem.  In  fuch  cafes,  however,  fome  ob- 
vious reafon  could  always  be  given  for 
this  variation  in  the  courfe  of  the  difeafe, 
by  which  the  virus  was  made  to  fix  upon 
thefe  parts  in  preference  to  others  ufually 
firfl  affected.  In  all  of  them  the  patients 
were  found  to  have  been  much  expofed  to 
cold  and  dampnefs,  which  I  have  ha 
many  opportunities  of  obferving  to  hav 
an  evident  influence  in  exciting  the  virus 
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of  this  difeafe  to  fix  early  upon  thefe  parts. 
Soldiers  infected  with  Lues  Venerea,  when 
expofed  to  the  cold  and  dampnefs  to  which 
they  are  liable  in  encampments,  are  par- 
ticularly apt  to  fuffer  in  this  manner. 

Although  it  is  of  much  importance  to 
diftineuiih  between  tumours  of  this  de- 

o 

fcription  arifing  from  the  bone,  and  thofe 
which  proceed  from  the  periofteum,  ten- 
dons, and  mufcular  fafcise,  yet  it  is  not 
commonly  done  with  accuracy.  They 
have  all  been  confidered  as  nodes,  and 
blended  under  one  general  defcription,  by 
which  much  perplexity  has  taken  place 
in  the  method  of  cure. 

Nodes  may  appear  upon  every  bone  of 
the  body,  but  they  are  molt  frequent 
where  the  bones  are  thinly  covered  with 
mufcles  :  Hence  they  are  molt  commonly 
met  with  upon  the  forehead,  upon  the 
forepart  of  the  tibia,  and  on  fome  parts  of 
the  radius  and  ulna.  We  alfo  meet  with 
them  on  the  bones  of  the  hands  and  feet. 
I  never,  however,  faw  them  on  the  fingers 
or  toes,  but  I  have  obferved  them  upon 
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the  fternum  and  ribs.  In  two  inftances, 
where  the  patients  died  of  other  difeafes 
after  being  cured  of  Lues  Venerea,  and  in 
whom  fevere  pains  had  occurred  in  the 
middle  of  the  thighs,  nodes  or  exoftofes 
upon  the  femur  were  difcovered.  In  one 
there  were  two  fmall  knobs  or  protube- 
rances, in  the  other  upwards  of  twenty, 
and  all  of  them  upon  the  anterior  part  of 
the  bone. 

Thefe  ofleous  tumours  do  not  produce 
any  alteration  in  the  colour  of  the  fkin, 
unlefs  they  arrive  at  a  larger  fize  than 
ufual.  Their  fir  ft  approach  is  diftinguifh- 
ed  by  a  flight  degree  of  uneafinefs  in  the 
parts  afFecled.  This  excites  the  patient's 
attention,  when  on  examination  a  fmall 
hard  tubercle  or  protuberance  is  difcover- 
ed. This  in  a  gradual  manner  becomes 
larger  ;  and,  while  it  increafes  in  fize,  it 
alfo  becomes  more  painful.  By  the  time 
that  it  has  acquired  the  bulk  of  half  an 
ordinary  walnut,  and  few  nodes  I  believe 
are  ever  larger  than  this,  the  fkin  has 
commonly  become  red  and  tender;  and 
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ulceration  at  laft  taking  place,  the  bone, 
on  being  thus  denuded,  is  not  only  found 
to  be  (Veiled,  but  completely  carious. 

This  is  perhaps  one  of  the  moft  painful 
fymptoms  of  Lues  Venerea  -P  for  although 
the  pain  is  at  firft  always  moderate,  it  ne- 
ver fails  to  become  fevere  on  the  tumour 
advancing  in  fize.  This  does  not  depend 
fo  much,  however,  on  any  alteration  pro- 
duced in  the  bone  itfelf,  as  on  the  diften- 
iion  of  the  periofteum,  which  the  tumour 
of  the  bone  necefiarily  occafions  ;  a  cir- 
cumftance  of  which  we  are  rendered  cer- 
tain by  the  pain  ceafing  entirely  on  the 
protuberance  of  the  bone  being  laid  bare, 
either  by  an  incilion,  or  by  the  foft  parts 
which  cover  it  being  deftroyed  by  ulcera- 
tion. 

This  defcription  of  a  node,  it  is  proper 
to  remark,,  comprehends  the  full  progrefs 
of  this  kind  of  tumour  to  its  laft  and  ulti- 
mate ftage  ;  a  termination  that  we  feldom 
meet  with,  if  it  be  not  among  the  poor  and 
deftitute.    Mercury  is  commonly  prefcri- 

bed  as  foon  as  the  nature  of  the  tumour  be- 
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comes  obvious,  and  as  this  puts  a  flop  to 
its  farther  increafe,  it  is  by  great  inatten- 
tion or  mifmanagement  only  that  the  fur- 
rounding  foft  parts  are  ever  allowed  to 
ulcerate.  When  ulceration  takes  place, 
the  parts  foon  aflume  all  the  appearances 
of  the  true  venereal  ulcer,  of  which  I 
have  already  given  a  defcription. 

The  fame  bones  upon  which  nodes  moft 
frequently  form  are  liable  to  tumours  of 
a  different  kind,  which,  from  their  bear- 
ing a  refemblance  to  nodes,  have  impro- 
perly been  diftinguifhed  by  the  fame  ap- 
pellation. By  fome,  indeed,  all  tumours 
upon  thefe  parts,  as  well  as  fuch  as  occur 
in  this  difeafe  upon  the  tendons,  ligaments, 
and  fafciee  of  the  mufcles,  are  confidered 
as  nodes.  This  proceeds  from  the  confu- 
ted manner  in  which  thefe  fymptoms  were 
defcribed  by  thofe  authors  who  firft  wrote 
upon  the  fubjedt,  and  by  which  others  have 
fince  been  mifled.  It  requires,  however, 
no  nice  difcrimination  to  perceive  that  the 
tumours  to  which  thefe  parts-  are  liable 
from  Lues  Venerea  are  materially  diffe- 
rent 
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rent  in  their  formation,  and  requiring  al- 
io a  difference  of  treatment,  it  becomes  an 
object  of  no  fmall  importance  to  have  this 
pointed  out. 

The  tumours  which  moft  refemble  nodes 
are  produced  by  an  effufion  of  a  fmall 
quantity  of  matter  between  the  perio- 
fteum and  bone.  This  feems  to  proceed 
from  the  internal  furface  of  the  periofteum 
becoming  flightly  inflamed,  by  which  a 
few  drops  of  a  colourlefs  fluid  are  poured 
out  upon  the  furface  of  the  bone.  If  not 
prevented  by  an  early  exhibition  of  mer- 
cury, the  tumour,  which  was  at  firfl  fo 
fmall  as  to  be  with  difficulty  perceived, 
becomes  gradually  larger,  and  from  being 
hard  and  colourlefs,  it  becomes  foft  and 
inflamed.  Even  when  of  the  greatelt 
bulk,  however,  at  which  it  commonly  ar- 
rives, this  tumour  does  not  exceed  the  lize 
of  the  real  node  j  for  the  periofteum  not 
being  capable  of  much  diftenfion,  it  either 
foon  burfts,  or  the  tumour  becoming  very 
painful,  relief  is  obtained  by  making  an 
opening  into  it. 

I  2  Thefe 
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Thefe  tumours,  although  at  firft  always 
hard,  are  by  no  means  fo  firm  as  nodes. 
This,  even  in  their  commencement,  ferves 
as  a  fufncient  mark  of  diftincYion  between 
them ,  and  where  matter  is  formed,  as  the 
tumour  is  thinly  covered,  a  fluctuation  is 
loon  perceived,  by  which,  in  the  progrefs 
of  the  difeafe,  it  is  clearly  and  evidently 
diflinguifhed  from  nodes,  which  always 
remain  hard  to  the  laft. 

When  tumours  of  this  description  either 
burft  or  are  laid  open,  although  the  bone 
may  be  found  to  be  rough  and  carious,  no 
fwelling  is  difcovered  3  and  on  the  ulcer 
healing  by  the  means  to  be  hereafter  men- 
tioned, the  parts  appear  to  be  reduced  to 
the  level  of  the  furrounding  fkin  \  where- 
as in  real  nodes,  the  tumour  of  the  bone 
remains  nearly,  or  perhaps  entirely  of  the 
fame  fize  during  the  life  of  the  patient, 
nor  has  mercury,  or  any  external  applica- 
tion any  effecl:  in  reducing  it.  Some  in- 
deed entertain  a  different  opinion,  but 
where  venereal  tumours  upon  the  bones 
have  been  removed  by' mercury,  1  have 

much 
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much  reafon  to  think  that  they  have  not 
been  real  nodes,  but  merely  thofe  fmall 
tumours  produced  by  ermfion  which  we 
have  juft  been  confidering.  At  leaft  this 
has  happened  in  different  cafes  in  which 
I  have  been  concerned,  where  tumours, 
which  at  firft  were  fuppofed  to  be  formed 
of  bone,  appeared  afterwards  to  proceed 
from  effufion  3  and  I  have  not  met  with  a 
flngle  inftance  of  a  tumour  evidently  of- 
feus  being  ever  entirely  removed  by  mer- 
cury, or  any  other  medicine. 

Belides  the  tumours  that  we  have  thus 
been  fpeaking  of,  there  is  ft  ill  another,  by 
ibme  alfo  improperly  termed  a  Node,  with 
which  the  parts  covering  the  hard  bones, 
are  not  unfrequently  attacked  in  Lues  Ve- 
nerea. This  variety  of  tumour  occurs 
more  early  in  the  difeafe  than  nodes,  and 
proceeds  moft  frequently  as  I  have  obfer- 
ved  above,  from  expofure  to  cold  and 
dampnefs.  It  is  alfo  diftinguimed  from 
the  real  node  from  its  taking  place  in  va- 
rious parts  of  the  body  at  once. 

1 3  The 
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The  patient  at  firft  complains  of  pains 
over  the  whole  affected  limbs ;  but  he 
foon  finds  that  one  part  of  each  limb  is 
more  feverely  pained  than  the  reft.  In 
the  legs  this  happens  about  the  middle  of 
the  tibia  and  fibula.  In  the  thighs  it  oc- 
curs at  the  middle  of  the  femur,  and  in 
the  arms  along  the  whole  courfe  of  the  os 
humeri,  radius  and  ulna. 

For  the  molt  part  thefe  pains  are  con- 
fidered  by  the  patient  as  rheumatic  ;  and 
I  have  known  many  inftances,  even  of 
practitioners  being  deceived  with  them. 
No  advantage,  however,  is  obtained  from 
thofe  medicines  which  ufually  give  relief 
in  rheumatifm  ;  and  at  laft  the  parts  from 
whence  the  pains  chiefly  proceed  are  found 
to  be  fwelled.    But  this  fwelling  is  very 
different  from  that  fulnefs  of  parts  which 
occurs  in  rheumatifm;  and  it  differs  ma- 
terially from  the  latter,  in  the  parts  which 
it  attacks.    The  rheumatic  fwelling  is 
chiefly  confined  to  joints.  In  very  fevere 
cafes  it  no  doubt  ftretches  over  every  part 
of  a  limb,  but  it  very  commonly  origi- 
nates 


Sect.  II.       of  Lues  Venerea. 


119 


nates  - and  remains  moft  permanently  in 
the  joints  :  Whereas  venereal  fwellings, 
and  the  pains  with  which  they  are  accom- 
panied, although  they  fometimes  ftretch 
towards  the  joints,  they  very  univerfally 
fix  upon  thofe  parts  of  the  limb  that  lie 
between  one  joint  and  another.    In  rheu- 
matifm  the  whole  circumference  of  the 
limb  becomes  fwelled  in  nearly  an  equal 
degree,  while  in  the  other  the  tumour  is 
circumfcribed,  being  moft  frequently  con- 
fined to  lefs  than  one  half  of  the  circum- 
ference of  the  limb  ;  or  when  one  limb 
is  affected  in  different  parts,  as  often  hap- 
pens in  the  fore-arm  between  the  elbow 
and  wrift,  the  feat  of  each  tumour  can  be 
very  diftin&ly  traced.    In  the  venereal 
fwelling  of  thefe  parts  the  tumour  is  firm, 
and  fo  deeply  feated  that  on  a  flight  exa- 
mination it  is  often  fuppofed  to  form  part 
of  the  bone  itfelf,  while  that  fwelling 
which  takes  place  in  rheumatifm  is  of  a 
more  compreflible  nature,  and  appears  even 
on  the  flighteft  examination  to  be  altoge- 
ther free  from  the  bone  beneath. 

I  4  By 
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By  attention  to  thefe  circumfances,  as 
well  as  from  the  hiftory  of  the  cafe,  we 
need  never  be  under  much  difficulty  in 
judging  of  the  nature  of  thefe  fwellings, 
nor  in  determining  when  they  are  vene- 
real and  when  of  a  rheumatic  nature.  It 
is  a  prevailing  opinion,  that  the  difference 
between  them  is  fuffieiently  marked  by  the 
pain  when  venereal,  being  particularly  fe- 
vere  when  the  patient  is  warm  in  bed,  while 
the  contrary  is  fuppofed  to  happen  in  rheu- 
matifm.  I  have  not  found,  however,  that 
any  dependence  can  be  placed  upon  this;  for 
both  are  apt  to  be  very  differently  affec- 
ted by  the  fame  caufe  in  different  patients, 
and  even  in  the  fame  patients  at  different 
times.  Venereal  pains  in  the  bones  and 
periofteum,  are  no  doubt  in  a  great  pro- 
portion of  cafes  much  aggravated  by  the 
warmth  of  a  bed  ;  but  this  is  alfo  in  vari- 
ous in  ft  ances  the  cafe  in  rheumatifm. 

Venereal  pains  of  this  defcription  feem 
always  to  originate  in  the  periofteum,  and 
to  proceed  from  fome  degree  of  inflamma- 
tion^ which  fir  ft  begins  in  that  membrane, 
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and  proceeds  from  it  to  the  furrounding 
parts.  Like  every  inflammatory  affection 
of  membranous  parts,  it  does  not  readily 
terminate  in  fuppuration.  I  have  feldom 
known  matter  form  in  it :  Nor  do  thofe 
ferous  effuflons  take  place  here  which  are 
io  frequent  in  rheumatifm ;  a  circum- 
ftance  which  constitutes  another  charac- 
terise diftinction  between  the  two  dif- 
eafes  ;  for  rheumatifm  feldom  arrives  art  a 
great  height  without  fwellings  taking  place 
in  the  parts  chiefly  affected,  andalmoft  all 
tumours  purely  rheumatic  appear  to  be  of 
the  ferous  kind. 

Almoft  every  author  who  has  written 
upon  Lues  Venerea  delcribes  affections  of 
the  ligaments,  tendons,  and  fafcice  of 
mufcles,  as  frequent  fymptoms :  This, 
however,  is  far  from  being  conftftent  with 
my  experience  ;  nor  do  I  fuppofe  that  they 
ever  take  place  but  in  the  molt  advanced 
ftages  of  the  difeafe. 

My  own  obfervation  having  led  to  this 
conclusion,  I  was  induced  to  converfe  and 
to  correfpond  upon  the  fubject  with  others, 
who,  from  having  much  employment  in 

this 
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this  branch  of  practice  I  had  reafon  to 
fupppofe  would  be  able  to  give  me  the 
beft  account  of  it.  The  prepofleffion 
which  they  had  received  from  books  had 
prevented  them  from  entertaining  a  doubt 
of  the  frequency  of  this  fymptom,  but 
none  of  them  had  feen  it  fo  often  as  to  be 
able  from  his  own  obfervation  to  give  a 
diftinct  or  well-marked  account  of  it. 

Venereal  ulcers  often  penetrate  to  liga- 
ments, tendons,  and  other  deep-feated 
parts.  In  this  manner  every  practitioner 
muft  have  feen  thofe  parts  affected  with 
the  virus  of  this  difeafe  ;  but  in  thefe  it 
uniformly  appears  firft  in  the  fkin,  and 
proceeds  to  the  parts  beneath.  Of  fwel- 
lings  in  the  ligaments,  tendons,  or  fafcise 
of  mufcles  from  this  caufe  I  have  met 
with  few  inftances  ;  and  even  of  thefe 
fome .  were  of  a  doubtful  nature,  as  they 
occurred  in  fcrophulous  conftitutions. 

Swellings  of  this  defcription  in  liga- 
mentous or  tendinous  parts,  are  not  fo 
painful  as  tumours  of  the  periofteum  and 
bones.    They  are  fmall  and  circumfcrib- 
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ed  :  At  firft  hard  and  colourlefs,  and  af- 
terwards on  the  fkin  becoming  red,  they 
turn  foft,  and  foon  burft.  The  matter 
which  they  difcharge  perhaps  never  par- 
takes of  purulency  :  It  is  thin,  and  either 
nearly  colourlefs  or  fomewhat  tinged  with 
blood.  The  fores  which  enfue  are  foul, 
and  ufually  more  difficult  of  cure  than  any 
other  that  we  meet  with  in  this  difeafe. 

I  have  feen  different  cafes  of  tumours  of 
a  confiderable  fize,  feated  upon  tendons 
as  well  as  upon  aponeurotic  expanfions, 
fufpected  to  be  venereal.  Thefe  have 
commonly  been  hard,  and  where  they 
have  come  to  create  much  uneahnefs  I 
have  had  occafion,  in  fome  inftances,  to 
remove  them  with  the  fcalpel.  Two  of 
thefe  were  on  the  arm  upon  the  tendinous 
part  of  the  biceps  ;  and  although  in  both 
they  had  been  fufpected  to  be  venereal,  a 
very  decinve  proof  was  obtained  of  the 
contrary,  for  they  were  both  extirpated, 
and  the  fores  healed  ealily  without  mer- 
cury being  given. 

§4« 
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§  9- 

Of  Venereal  Excrefcences  about  the  Anus. 

The  parts  of  generation  in  both  fexes 
are  liable  to  be  attacked  with  warty  ex- 
crefcences in  Gonorrhoea,  mo  ft  frequent- 
ly towards  the  end  of  the  difeafe,  when 
the  running  is  nearly  gone.  In  fome  cafes 
they  fpread  over  all  the  contiguous  parts, 
and  even  reach  to  the  anus  ;  but  however 
extenfively  this  may  happen,  excrefcences 
of  this  warty  nature  in  Gonorrhoea  are 
always  local,  as  we  judge  from  their  not 
being  removed  by  mercury,  and  from  find- 
ing that  topical  remedies  are  alone  to  be 
depended  upon  for  a  cure  *. 

But  befides  thefe,  the  parts  about  the 
anus  are  occafionally  attacked  with  ex- 
crefcences truly  venereal,  which  appear 

in 
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in  the  latter  ftages  of  fyphilis  only,  and 
of  which  we  cannot  acconiplim  a  cure  in 
any  other  way  than  with  a  complete 
courfe  of  mercury.  They  are  eaiily  re* 
moved,  either  with  the  fcalpel  or  efchar- 
rotics ;  but  if  mercury  is  not  adminiftered. 
they  foon  return  with  more  virulence 
than  at  firft. 

In  fome  cafes  they  appear  at  the  fame 
time  with  venereal  blotches  in  other  parts 
of  the  body,  which  in  many  iniiances  they 
reiemble,  being  railed  or  elevated  above 
the  contiguous  furface.    Till  of  late  I  had 
not  feen  them  but  as  a  fymptom  of  Sib- 
bens,  and  I  did  not  fuppofe  that  they  took 
place  in  the  ordinary  form  of  Lues  Vene- 
rea.   I  have  now,  however,  met  with  a 
fufficient  number  of  inftances  to  convince 
me  that  in  this  I  was  miltaken,  and  which 
ihew  that  they  not  only  occur  along  with 
1  eruptions  in  other  parts  of  the  body,  but 
:  that  altogether  independent  of  thefe,  they 
.appear  as  a  diftincl  fymptom  in  ftili  more 
1  advanced  periods  of  the  difeafe. 

They 
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They  are  not  fo  hard  as  thofe  warts 
which  fucceed  to  Gonorrhoea  ;  they  are 
more  of  a  flefhy  nature,  more  tender,  and 
therefore  more  apt  to  bleed.  They  have 
a  more  uniform  furface;  and  inftead  of 
being  formed  of  a  number  of  fmall  warts 
connected  together,  as  thefe  tumours  about 
the  anus  produced  by  Gonorrhoea  ufually 
are,  we  find  them  compofed  of  one  uni- 
form mafs. 

They  do  not  approach  fo  near  to  the 
verge  of  the  anus  as  warty  excrefcences 
commonly  do,  being  for  the  molt  part  of 
the  greater!  extent  and  moft  elevated  near 
to  the  tuberolity  of  the  ifchium.  In  fome 
cafes  they  become  ulcerated,  and  difcharge 
a  great  deal  of  very~ofFenfive  matter  ;  and 
when  this  happens  in  women  they  appear 
fometimes  to  be  productive  of  buboes ; 
at  lean:  in  different  cafes  where  buboes 
occurred  in  women,  no  other  fource  of 
infection  could  be  perceived.  Why  they 
mould  not  be  the  caufe  of  buboes  in  meii 
may  be  difficult  to  explain ;  but  although 
I  have  often  met  with  them  in  men  in  a 
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itate  of  obvious  ulceration,  I  never  knew 
buboes  fucceed  to  them.  Perhaps  in  men 
the  lymphatic  vefTels  of  thefe  parts  do  not 
pals  through  any  external  conglobate 
glands,  and  if  this  is  the  cafe  they  cannot 
produce  buboes  ;  for  in  the  hiftory  of  bu- 
boes we  have  feen  that  the  matter  of  Lues 
Venerea  does  not  excite  fwelling  or  ob- 
Itruction  in  any  of  the  internal  glands. 

For  the  molt  part  the  ulceration  which 
takes  place  in  thefe  excrefcences  is  fuper- 
ficial,  and  does  not  reach  beneath  the  fur- 
face.  In  foine  inftances,  however,  finufes 
form  in  them.  In  this  manner  I  once 
knew  a  riftula  ani  produced,  for  which  it 
was  neceiTary  to  perform  the  ufual  opera- 
tion after  the  patient  was  cured  of  Lues 
Venerea. 

Like  other  fymptoms  of  Syphilis  thefe 
excrefcences  either  continue  nearly  in  the 
fame  ftate,  or  become  gradually  worfe,  as 
long  as  no  remedy  is  employed  for  the 
cure  of  the  difeafe  in  the  conftitution. 
They  never  difappear  either  entirely  or  in 
part  by  any  effort  of  the  fyftem ;  but  if 
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by  a  partial  courfe  of  mercury  their  pro- 
grefs  is  interrupted,  although  the  virus  of 
the  difeafe  is  not  completely  extinguimed 
they  foon  become  lefs  active  than  they 
were  before;  in  courfe  of  time  they  difap- 
pear  altogether,  and  with  whatever  vio- 
lence the  difeafe  may  break  out  in  other 
parts  of  the  body,  it  does  not  again  excite 
a  recurrence  of  the  excrefcences.  In  the 
latter  ftages  of  Lues  Venerea,  when  by  a 
long  continuance  of  the  difeafe  the  whole 
fyflem  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  contaminat- 
ed, we  find  a  variety  of  fymptoms  exift- 
ing  at  the  fame  time ;  otherwife  this,  as 
I  have  already  had  occahon  to  obferve, 
does  not  readily  happen ;  nor  do  we  com- 
monly find  early  in  the  difeafe  more  than 
one  or  two  of  the  fymptoms  fubfifting  at 
once. 
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§  10. 

Of  Swellings  of  the  'Teftes. 

Inflammation  communicated  along 
the  urethra  in  Gonorrhoea  is  the  molt  fre- 
quent caufe  of  fwelling  of  the  teftes.  This 
has  induced  many  to  fuppofe,  and  fome  to 
affert,  that  this  fymptom  is  never  induced 
by  Lues  Venerea  ;  that  it  is  always  a  lo- 
cal affection,  arid  never  produced  by  any 
difeafe  of  the  conftitution. 

That  this  is  very  generally  the  cafe  I 
will  admit ;  for  in  a  great  proportion  of 
cafes  we  can  clearly  trace  the  difeafe  to  a 
locallcaufe,  and  it  is  moft  eafily  removed 
by  local  remedies  5  but  this  does  not  al- 
ways happen,  for  I  have  met  with  various 
well-marked  inftances  of  fwelling  of  the 
teftes  from  difeafe  of  the  fyftem  alone. 
Thofe  who  doubt  the  fact  will  afk,  In 
what  manner  can  this  be  afcertained?  By  ' 
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the  fwelling  coming  on  without  external 
injury  ;  by  not  being  preceded  by  Gonor- 
rhoea ;  by  the  patient  being  known  to  be 
infected  with  Lues  Venerea  at  the  time; 
and  by  the  fwelling  being  with  eafe  and 
certainty  removed  by  mercury,  while  it 
daily  becomes  worfe  as  long  as  thofe  reme- 
dies are  employed  which  ufually  prove 
effectual  in  fwelling  of  the  teftes  arifing 
from  Gonorrhoea. 

With  me  thefe  circumftances  afford 
complete  conviction,  and  as  I  have  re- 
peatedly met  with  them,  I  judge  the  fad 
to  be  clearly  eftablifhed* 

The  very  firft  approach  of  this  fwelling 
exhibits  a  difference  between  it  and  that 
which  proceeds  from  Gonorrhoea.  In 
this  lafl  a  considerable  degree  of  pain 
prevails  from  the  firft,  and  the  difeafe  be- 
gins in  the  epidydimis  j  but  in  the  fwell- 
ing from  Lues  Venerea  the  patient  for  a 
confiderable  time  feels  only  a  flight  de- 
gree of  uneahnefs,  and  even  on  the  far- 
ther progrels  of  the  difeafe  any  pain  that 
takes  place  is  not  acute,  but  dull  and  ob- 
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tufe,  fuch  as  might  be  fuppofed  to  proceed 
chiefly  from  the  additional  bulk  and 
weight  of  the  teftis.  The  body  of  he 
tefticle  is  always  firft  affected;  and  it  is 
only  where  the  difeafe  is  neglected,  or 
where  the  nature  of  it  is  miftaken,  and 
mercury  judged  to  be  improper,  that  the 
fwelling  proceeds  to  the  epidydimis. 

Thefe  circumftancesof  themfelves  might 
fufficiently  diftinguifli  the  one  variety  of 
fwelling  from  the  other;  but  we  alfo  ob- 
ferve  that  in  the  fwelling  from  Gonor- 
rhoea the  fcrotum  becomes  red  artd  pain- 
ful very  early  in  the  difeafe,  by  the  in- 
flammation fpreading  from  the  tefticle ; 
whereas  in  the  other  the  fcrotum  is  very 
feldom  affected,  and  in  no  inftance  till 
the  difeafe  has  been  of  long  duration. 
Hence  in  the  one  the  patient  can  fcarcely 
admit  of  the  parts  being  touched,  while 
in  the  other  little  or  no  pain  is  produced, 
even  when  freely  handled.  In  the  her- 
nia humoralis,^  as  it  is  termed,  the  whole 
contiguous  parts  feem  often  to  fympathife 
with  the  difeafe  in  the  teftis,  by  the  pain 
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fpreading  along  the  groins,  and  over  all 
the  upper  part  of  the  thighs  and  abdomen; 
while  in  the  other  the  pain  is  either  con- 
fined entirely  to  the  tefticle  or  to  the 
courfe  of  the  fpermatic  cord.  In  this  the 
fwelling  comes  flowly  and  gradually  to  a 
larger  lize,  infomuch  that  fome  weeks  will 
pafs  before  it  arrives  near  to  its  height , 
while  in  the  other  the  tumour  is  common- 
ly as  large  in  the  courfe  of  forty- eight 
hours  as  it  ever  becomes. 

Thofe  who  doubt  of  the  exi Hence  of 
fwelled  teftes  from  Lues  Venerea  aflert, 
that  where  the  tefticle  becomes  hard  and 
enlarged,  where  no  external  violence  has 
been  applied  to  it,  and  without  being  pre- 
ceded by  Gonorrhoea,  that  the  difeafe  is 
always  to  be  confidered  as  of  the  true 
fchirrous  kind,  forming  what  in  general, 
is  called  farcocele.  This,  however,  is  by 
no  means  the  cafe,  and  the  means  of  dif- 
tinguifhing  between  farcocele  and  the  true 
venereal  fwelling  of  the  tefticle  are  nume- 
rous and  obvious.  In  the  former  the  tef- 
ticle is  hard  from  the  firft.    The  patient 
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is,  from  the  fir  ft  commencement  of  the 
difeafe,  diftreffed  with  fharp  Hinging  pains 
through  the  body  of  the  tumour,  and  by 
degrees  thefe  become  as  fevere  as  they 
ufually  are  in  any  cafe  of  cancer.  The 
fwelling,  although  at  fir  ft  fmooth,  foon 
becomes  knotty  and  unequal,  and  at  laft 
the  difeafe  very  conftantly  attacks  the 
fpermatic  cord,  which  alfo  becomes  hard, 
knotty,  and  painful.  Now,  in  a  fwelled 
teftis  from  Lues  Venerea,  although  a  con- 
siderable degree  of  firmnefs  takes  place, 
it  is  by  no  means  of  the  hard  nature  of 
fchirrus.  We  meet  with  no  flinging  pains, 
not  even  in  the  moft  advanced  ftages  of 
the  difeafe.  The  fwelling  never  becomes 
hard  and  knotty,  but  retains  a  fmooth, 
equal  furface,  and  we  meet  with  few  in- 
ftances  of  its  proceeding  to  the  fpermatic 
cord. 

In  addition  to  the  defcription  which  I 
have  given  of^the  difeafe,  I  may  remark, 
that  in  its  more  advanced  ftages  this 
fwelling  fometimes  fuppurates,  and  dif- 
-  charges  purulent. matter  ;  while  in  farco- 
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cele,  whenever  the  tumour  burfts,  it  yields 
nothing  but  a  thin,  bloody  fanies,  as  com- 
monly happens  in  all  cafes  of  cancer. 
The  fores  which  enfue  to  the  burfting  of 
thefe  tumours  are  fully  as  different  in 
their  appearances  as  the  tumours  are  dif- 
ferent by  which  they  were  produced.  In 
the  farcocele  the  edges  of  the  fore  are  hard 
and  retorted,  accompanied  with  every 
other  appearance  that  ufually  takes  place 
in  cancer ;  whereas  in  the  venereal  fwel- 
led  tefticle,  although  the  edges  of  the  fore 
are  hard,  they  are  neither  raifed  nor  re- 
torted ;  and  the  fore  while  it  is  foul  and 
floughy,  as  venereal  fores  always  are,  ex- 
hibits no  appearances  of  cancer. 

In  very  advanced  Hates  of  this  difeafe 
we  fometimes  find  it  accompanied  with 
efFufions  into  the  tunica  vaginalis  teftis, 
producing  what  may  be  termed  a  compli- 
cated hydrocele.  This,  however,  is  a  cir- 
cumfiance  equally  common  to  every  tu- 
mour of  the  fame  magnitude  and  dura- 
tion to  which  the  teflicle  is  liable.  It 
even  fometimes  fucceeds  to  hernia  hu- 
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moralis,  but  not  fo  frequently  as  to  fwel- 
lings  of  greater  permanency. 

If  this  affection  of  the  tcftes  is  neither 
uncommon  nor  difficult  to  diftinguifli,  it 
may  be  faid  that  the  particular  defcription 
which  is  here  given  of  it  is  unneceffary  ; 
and  I  mould  have  judged  it  to  be  fo,  if  in 
fome  late  publications  a  contrary  opinion 
had  not  been  ftrongly  inculcated.  Even 
this  would  not  have  been  a  fufficient  reafon 
for  dwelling  long  upon  any  point  of  little 
importance,  but  in  the  fubjecf  we  are  now 
conlidering  many  circumftances  are  in- 
volved. Any  theory  that  can  be  eftablifh- 
ed  of  the  nature  of  the  venereal  poifou, 
and  of  the  means  employed  for  removing 
it  from  the  constitution,  is  in  iome  mea- 
fure  connected  with  it ;  while  ul  the  lame 
time,  it  is  obvioufly  a  point  of  real  prac- 
tical importance. 


136 


Of  the  Symptoms        Ch.  IV. 


§  n. 

Of  Alopecia. 

The  difeafe  termed  Alopecia  by  Nofo- 
logifts,  or  falling  off  of  the  hair,  may  be 
produced  by  different  caufes  j  but  it  is 
moft  frequently  met  with  as  a  fymptom 
of  Lues  Venerea  in  the  more  advanced 
ftages  of  the  difeafe. 

The  hair  of  the  head  firfl:  feparates  in 
greater  quantities  than  ufual  on  being 
combed.  The  eye-brows  become  more 
thinly  covered,  and  if  a  flop  be  not  put  to 
the  difeafe  of  the  conftitution,  all  the  hair 
of  the  head  as  well  as  of  the  other  parts 
of  the  body,  foon  falls  off. 

Before  the  hair  begins  to  feparate,  a 
fcurf  is  ufually  perceived  among  the  roots 
of  it,  which  comes  away  in  great  quanti- 
ties on  the  head  being  combed,  common- 
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ly  in  the  form  of  fine  bran.  On  this 
fcurf  being,  removed,  the  (kin  beneath  has 
a  red  complexion;  but  the  patient  does 
not  complain  either  of  pain  or  tendernefs, 
;  and  the  fame  kind  of  brany  powder  forms 

I  v. 

repeatedly  on  the  fame  parts,  although 
carefully  removed  from  day  to  day. 

In  fome  inftances  the  hair  is  renewed 
in  as  great  quantity  as  at  firft  ;  but  this  is 
not  a  frequent  occurrence :  It  only  hap- 
pens during  youth,  and  where  the  virus  of 
the  difeafe  is  quickly  and  completely  era- 
dicated. In  more  advanced  periods  of 
life  it  always  remains  thin,  not  only  upon 
the  head,  but  on  the  eye-brows  ;  and  when 
the  eye-lames  fall  out  from  this  caufe  they 
very  feldom  return. 

As  mercury  has  commonly  been  given 
before  the  hair  begins  to  feparate,  and 
often  in  coniiderable  quantities,  this  fymp- 
tom  has  by  fome  been  fuppofed  to  be  more 
the  efFecl:  of  the  medicine  than  of  the  dif- 
eafe. This  however,  has  not  been  the  refult 
of  my  obfervation.  1  have  feen  different  in- 
itances  of  the  hair  dropping  offin  Lues  Ve- 
nerea, 
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nerea,  where  no  mercury  had  been  em- 
ployed :  were  it  produced  by  mercury, 
it  would  neceffarily  occur  more  frequent- 
ly, and  with  equal  readinefs  in  every  dif- 
eafe  for  which  mercury  is  prefcribed. 

I  confider  it  to  be  in  almoft  every  in- 
ftance  the  effect  of  that  fcurf  which  in 
Lues  Venerea  fometimes  forms  among  the 
roots  of  the  hair.  The  matter  by  which 
the  fcurf  is  produced  getting  accefs  to  the 
roots,  foon  cuts  off  their  connection  with 
the  parts  below. 


§  12. 

Of  Blindnefs  as  a  Symptom  of  Lues  Venerea, 

In  the  firft  Chapter  of  this  work  fome 
account  is  given  of  blindnefs  produced  by 
the  retropulfion  of  the  matter  of  Gonor- 
rhoea. Bat  blindnefs  which  takes  place 
in  Lues  Venerea  is  materially  different 
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both  in  its  rife  and  progrefs,  and  in  the 
remedies  by  which  it  is  with  moll  cer- 
tainty removed. 

Blindnefs  from  Gonorrhoea  is  always 
accompanied  with  much  pain.  A  great 
degree  of  irritability,  along  with  a  plenti- 
ful difcharge  of  matter  from  the  eyes,  and 
more  or  lefs  inflammation,  are  the  firrt 
fymptoms  of  the  difeafe.  But  in  Lues 
Venerea,  lofs  of  virion,  to  a  confiderable 
extent,  has  commonly  taken  place  long 
before  much  pain  is  experienced  ;  and  if 
inflammation  ever  occurs,  it  is  not  in  any 
remarkable  decree. 

The  matter  of  Lues  Venerea  acts  in 
different  ways  in  producing  blindnefs. 
One  of  the  mofi  frequent  feems  to  be  by 
injuring  the  optic  nerves,  whether  by  act- 
ing immediately  upon  the  nerve  itfeJf,  or 
by  firft  exciting  effuiion,  or  the  formation 
of  tumours  in  the  contiguous  parts,  by 
which  comprelfion  of  the  nerve  is  at  lait 
produced. 

It  is  in  this  manner  I  conceive  that 
gum  ferena  takes  place  in  the  latter  flages 
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of  Lues  Venerea.  In  fome  cafes  it  comes 
on  in  a  gradual  manner.  The  fight  be- 
comes lefs  perfect  from  day  to  day  ;  and 
both  the  patient  and  his  friends  are  fur- 
prifed  that  this  mould  happen  while  the 
external  appearance  of  the  eye  is  not  af- 
fected. But  for  the  moft  part  the  difeafe 
takes  place  almoft  inftantaneoufly,  the  pa- 
tient being  entirely  deprived  of  virion  in 
the  courfe  of  a  minute  or  two  from  the 
time  that  his  eyes  became  uneafy.  Still 
the  external  parts  of  the  eyes  remain 
found,  but  the  pupils  are  always  greatly 
dilated,  and  incapable  of  any  degree  of 
contraction,  even  'when  expofed  to  the 
ftrongeft  light. 

In  fome  cafes  only  one  eye  is  affected, 
but  for  the  moft  part  the  difeafe  attacks 
both  at  the  fame  time. 

Cataracts  fometimes  form  from  this 
caufe.  I  have  met  with  different  inftan- 
ces  of  cataracts  in  the  latter  fiages  of 
Lues  Venerea,  when  no  other  caufe  could 
be  affigned  for  it ;  and  1  conclude  ihat  it 
was  the  effect  of  the  venereal  poifon,  from 
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the  peculiar  manner  of  its  approach.  The 
lens  is  at  firft  only  partially  affecled,  white 
ftreaks  appear  upon  different  parts  of  it, 
which  extend  by  degrees,  fo  as  to  produce 
opacity  over  the  whole  of  it. 

But  the  moft  frequent  effect  of  the  ve- 
nereal virus  upon  the  eye  appears  upon 
the  vitreous  and  aqueous  humours,  and 
on  the  lucid  part  of  the  cornea.    In  fome 
cafes  thefe  humours  are  deprived  of  their 
natural  tranfparency,  they  become  fome- 
what  milky,  and  at  laft  completely  opake. 
At  other  times  this  ftate  of  the  humours 
is  evidently  connected  with  opacity  of  the 
lucid  cornea,  which  becomes  white  and 
thickened,  and  in  fome  inftances  fo  pro- 
minent as  to  disfigure  the  whole  globe  of 
the  eye.   When  this  difeafed  flate  of  the 
coats  of  the  eye,  and  of  the  humours  which 
they  contain,  occur  at  the  fame  time,  the 
whole  body  of  the  eye  affords  the  appear- 
ance of  one  confufed  mafs.    Neither  the 
chryftalline  lens,  nor  any  particular  part 
of  the  eye  can  be  diftingumed. 

Before 
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Before  this  opacity  C&kes  place  in  the 
cornea,  a  number  of  obftru&ed  veffels  are 
perceived  on  it,  accompanied  with  fome 
degree  of  tendernefs  on  being  expofed  to 
light :  This  gives  caufe  to  fuppofe  that  in- 
flammation is  about  to  occur;  but  the  dif- 
eafe  in  this  form  makes  no  farther  pro- 
grefs.  The  cornea  in  fome  fpots  becomes 
white  and  opake,  probably  by  the  effufion 
of  part  of  the  contents  of  thefe  turgid  vef- 
fels ;  but  all  this  takes  place  with  little  or 
no  pain,  and  without  any  of  the  ordinary 
concomitants  of  inflammation.  Neither 
does  this  whitenefs  of  the  cornea  termi- 
nate in  fuppuration,  as  opacity  of  this 
membrane  produced  by  inflammation  is 
apt  to  do.  It  becomes  even  more  white 
than  the  tunica  albuginea  itfelf,  and  evi- 
dently more  thickened,  but  1  never  faw 
matter  form  in  it. 

In  fome  cafes  the  venereal  virus  fixes 
upon  the  eye-lids,  and  chiefly  upon  their 
cartilaginous  boarders.  This  fometimes 
happens  by  itfelf,  but  for  the  moft  part  it 
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other  parts  of  the  body.  The  parts  be- 
come red  and  fomewhat  tender,  and  an 
effulion  takes  place  among  the  eye-lames, 
either  in  the  form  of  a  dry  fcurf,  or  of  a 
gummy  vifcid  matter.  In  this  laft  cafe 
the  effufion  proves  always  extremely  trou- 
blefome,  particularly  after  fleep^  as  it 
glues  the  eye-lids  fo  firmly  together  as  to 
render  it  difficult,  and  even  painful  to 
open  them. 

In  this  affection  of  the  eye-lids,  I  have, 
in  different  inftances,  obferved  a  fymp- 
tom  which  has  not,  fo  far  as  I  know, 
been  taken  notice  of  by  authors.  The 
tears  at  fir  ft  form  in  drops  near  the  in- 
ternal angle  of  the  eye,  and  this  termi- 
nates in  a  conftant  trickling  over  the 
cheeks.  Thofe  who  are  not  accuftomed 
to  examine  the  eyes  in  this  ftate  are  apt  to 
confider  this  flow  of  tears  as  the  com- 
mencement of  fiflula  lachrymalis,  where- 
as it  proceeds  from  a  caufe  which  tends  ef- 
fectually to  prevent  the  formation  of  this 
difeafe.  On  minute  inflection,  it  appears 
evidently  to  arife  from  the  pun  eta  lachry- 

malia 
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malia  being  obftru&ed  by  the  vifcid  mat- 
ter forming  upon  the  cartilages  of  the  eye- 
lid, fey  which  the  tears  which  mould  pafs 
by  thefe  openings  into  the  lachrymal  fac, 
and  from  thence  into  the  nofe,  are  necef- 
faiily  forced  over  the  cheeks.  In  fome 
cafes  this  weeping  ftate  of  the  eyes  proves 
to  be  temporary,  and  difappears  with  the 
caufe  by  which  it  was  produced  j  but  in 
others  it  continues  permanent,  owing  I 
fuppofe,  to  the  puncta  being  obliterated  by 
the  long  continuance  of  the  difeafe. 

This  conftant  flow  of  tears  over  the 
eye-lids  proves  always  troublefome,  and 
in  fome  cafes  even  painful,  by  exciting 
tendernefs,  and  occafionally  fome  degree 
of  ulceration  of  the  cheeks. 
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Of  Deafnefs  from  Lues  Venerea. 

When  treating  of  the  venereal  fore 
throat  in  §  4.  of  this  fedlion,  I  had  oc- 
cafion  to  remark  that  a  certain  degree  of 
deafnefs  is,  infome  cafes,  a  confequence  of 
that  fymptom,  the  end  of  the  Euftachian 
tube,  when  it  terminates  in  the  throat, 
being  obftructed.  The  effect  refulting 
from  this  being  in  feme  instances  consi- 
derable, we  are  led  to  fuppofe  that  this 
paffage  to  the  ear  is  of  no  fmall  impor- 
tance to  the  fenfe  of  hearing;  1  have 
x  known  a  very  diftrefsful  degree  of  deaf- 
nefs produced  by  it. 

Betides  this,  the  venereal  difeafe  in  fome 
inliances  excites  deafnefs  by  fixing  upon 
the  ear  itfelf.  The  bones  feemto  be  moft 
liable  to  be  attacked  with  it.  When  this 
takes  place  the  patient  is  at  firft  feized 
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with  a  partial  lofs  of  hearing.  This  is 
fucceeded  by  a  difcharge  of  foetid  ill-co- 
loured matter  j  and  in  fome  cafes  the  bones 
themfelves  conie  away.  I  need  fcarcely 
obferve,  that  to  this  a  total  and  perma- 
nent lofs  of  hearing  always  enfues. 

Where  venereal  blotches  prevail  uni- 
verfally  over  the  body,  and  have  been  of 
long  duration,-  they  fometimes  fix  upon 
the  ear,  chiefly  upon  the  lap  of  it.  In  fome 
cafes  I  have  known  them  to  arTecl  the 
meatus  externus  fo  as  to  induce  temporary 
deafnefs.  In  this  event  the  paiTage  is  ei- 
ther fluffed  with  a  dry  fcurfy  matter,  or 
the  lining  membrane  of  the  paflage  be- 
comes thickened,  and  occaflonally  tender 
and  ulcerated.  If  this  proceeds  no  far- 
ther into  the  ear  a  recovery  may  flill  take 
place ;  but  as  the  fame  kind  of  tendernefs 
is  apt  to  attack  the  tympanum,  deafnefs 
even  from  tills  caufe  often  proyes  perma- 
nent. 
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§  14. 

Of  Anomalous  Symptoms. 

Besides  the  fymptoms  of  which  I  have 
given  a  defcription,  we  alfo  meet  with 
others  which  from  their  appearing  with 
lefs  regularity  may  be  termed  Anomalous. 
They  occur  occafionally  in  every  ftage  of 
the  difeafe,  but  with  moft  frequency  when 
the  infection  has  been  of  long  duration. 

The  molt  diftrefsful  of  thefe  fymptoms 
are  chops,  or  clefts  in  the  palms  of  the 
hands  and  foles  of  the  feet.  A  red  fome- 
what  purple-coloured  eruption  appears 
upon  the  fkin  of  thefe  parts.  The  cuticle 
feparates  and  comes  away  :  Still  the  fkin 
remains  difcoloured  ;  and  at  laft  chops 
form  in  different  parts  of  it.  They  gene- 
rally remain  dry,  but  in  fome  inftances 
they  difcharge  a  thin  acrid  matter.  They 
•are  feldom  painful  '?  but  they  are  always 
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obftinate  and  difficult  to  cure  $  and  the 
cuticle  is  in  fome  cafes  fo  completely  re- 
moved, that  by  the  tendernefs  which  fuc- 
ceeds  to  this  the  patient  is  for  a  confider- 
able  time  deprived  of  the  ufe  both  of  his 
bands  and  £ee,t. 

In  fome  a  difpofition  is  formed  in  the 
jMn  and  cellular  fubftance  of  different 
parts  of  the  body  to  become  thick,  rough, 
and  unequal,  producing  what  by  Nofolo- 
gifts  Ls  termed  Elephantiaris,  or  at  leaft  an 
appearance  which  very  much  refembles 
that  difeafe.  In  moft  inftances  where  this 
has  taken  place,  different  parts  of  the  body 
have  been  affected  with  it  at  once ;  but  in 
others  I  have  known  it  confined  to  one  of 
the  extremities.  In  the  {lighter  degrees  of 
this  fymptom  the  inconvenience  which  it 
excites  is  inconfiderable,  and  it  is  feldom 
accompanied  with  much  pain  -P  but  where 
the  limbs  fwell  fo  much  as  they  fometimes 
do,  the  diftrefs  with  which  it  is  accom- 
panied is  neceffarily  fevere.  A  limb  which 
fwells  from  this  caufe  becomes  fir  ft  very 
unwieldy  >  and  on  the  jncreafe  of  the  fwel- 
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lias,  it  at  laft  burfts  into  fores,  which  dif- 
charge  a  thin  acrid  matter,  are  alwayst 
foul,  and  feldom  heal. 

I  have  met  with  different  inftances  of 
this  thickening  of  the  teguments  in  the 
fcrotum.  The  fkin  retains  its  natural  co- 
lour ;  but  it  becomes  firm,  and  fo  much 
thickened  as  to  form  a  tumour  which  in 
fome  cafes  acquires  a  very  considerable 
bulk.  All  of  them  that  have  fallen  with- 
in my  obfervation  came  from  warmer 
climates,  and  two  of  them  were  in  ne- 
groes. They  had  been  miftaken  both  for 
hydrocele  and  hernia,  but  I  found  in  all 
of  them  that  the  tumour  was  produced 
entirely  by  a  thickened  ft  ate  of  the  fcro- 
tum. 

From  a  hernia  in  the  fcrotum  they  are 
diftinguimed  by  the  fpermatic  cord  be- 
ing entirely  free  of  fwelling.;  by  the  ab- 
fence  of  all  the  fymptoms  of  hernia  ;  and 
by  the  fwelling  being  much  more  firm 
than  it  ever  is  in  hernia.  The  fame  de- 
gree of  firmnefs  ferves  to  diftinguifh  it 
from  hydrocele,  for  no  impreflion  is  made 
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upon  it  by  preflure  ;  and  it  is  farther  di- 
ftinguifhed  from  it  by  its  weight,  being 
much  heavier  than  any  tumour  of  equal 
magnitude  containing  a  fluid. 

This  fwelling  of  the  fcrotum  bears  a 
greater  refemblance  to  farcocele,  or  a 
fohirrous  tefticle,  than  to  any  other  affec- 
tion of  thefe  parts.  It  is  chiefly  diftin- 
guifhed  from  farcocele  by  being  totally 
free  of  pain,  and  from  being  of  an  equal 
fmooth  furface ;  while  the  other  is  not 
only  accompanied  with  pain,  but  is  knot- 
ty and  unequal. 

As  the  fores  which  ultimately  form  up- 
on thefe  tumours  are  apt  to  aflume  a  can- 
cerous appearance,  and  ulcers  of  a  fimilar 
afpecl  being  fometimes  obferved  to  fuc- 
ceed  to  buboes,  fome  have  been  thereby 
iriduced  to  conflder  cancer  as  a  fymptom 
of  this  difeafe.  That  the  matter  of  Lues 
Venerea  may  occafionally  produce  fores 
which  terminate  in  cancer  will  not  be 
difputed  ;  but  we  are  not  from  this  to 
conclude,  either  that  the  matter  of  the 
two  difeafes  is  the  fame  or  that  cancer 
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mould  be  conlidered  as  a  fymptom  of  fy- 
philis. 

Befides  the  pains  refembling  rheuma- 
tifm,  which  occur  in  Lues  Venerea,  and 
i  of  which  I  had  occafion  to  fpeak  when 
treating  of  nodes  and  affections  of  the  pe- 
riolteum  *>  pains  of  a  different  kind  are 
apt  to  take  place  in  the  more  advanced 
ftages  of  the  difeafe.  They  do  not  remain 
fixed  or  permanent,  but  produce  {harp 
momentary  flings,  without  leaving  fwell- 
ing  or  any  other  mark  of  difeafe  behind 
them.  They  are  moft  frequent  in  the 
neck,  temples,  and  jaws.  In  the  latter 
they  are  often  fufpected  to  proceed  from 
carious  teeth,  when  on  examination  no- 
thing of  this  kind  is  perceived,  or  if  any 
of  the  teeth  are  fpoiled,  no  relief  is  ob- 
tained from  pulling  them.  A  falling  out 
of  the  teeth  has  been  frequently  defcribed 
as  a  fymptom  of  Lues  Venerea,  but  I  have 
not  met  with  it  excepting  where  the  pa- 
tient had  taken  a  great  deal  of  mercury, 
and  where  it  appeared  evidently  to  pro- 
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ceed  more  from  the  medicine  than  from 
the  difeafe. 

One  of  the  moft  frequent  fymptoms  of 
the  advanced  ftages  of  fyphilis  is  atro- 
phy, or  a  gradual  wafting  of  the  body. 
This  is  no  dpubt  a  frequent  effect  of  a 
mercurial  courfe  not  properly  conducted  ; 
but  it  is  alfo  a  fymptom  of  the  difeafe. 
Even  where  little  or  no  mercury  has  been 
given  I  have  known  a  patient  become 
much  emaciated  in  the  courfe  of  a  fhort 
sime.  From  a  ftate  of  obefity,  and  with 
a.  healthy,  florid  complexion,  a  perfon 
will  in  fome  inftances  become  fuddenly 
lean,  while  his  face  will  be  wan  or  fallow, 
as  if  the  veffels  were  altogether  deprived 
of  red  blood.  This  I  confider  as  one  of 
the  moft,  fatal  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe, 
from  which,  in  the  courfe  of  my  obferva- 
tion,  few  or  none  have  ever  recovered. 

Irritability  and  reftleflhefs  are  two  fymp- 
toms of  this  difeafe.  When  Lues  Ve- 
nerea  has  been  of  long  duration  the  fyf- 
tem  becomes  fo  irritable  that  the  moft 
trifling  occurrences  prove  diftrefsful.  No 
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application  can  be  given  to  bufinefs  \  the 
patient  becomes  fretful  and  uneafy,  and 
his  nights  are  fpent  in  watching. 

The  conftant  anxiety  which  takes  place 
in.  this  fituati.on  is  often  connected  with 
that  ftate  of  atrophy  that  I  have  juft  de~ 
fcribed.  It  feems  in  fome  cafes  indeed  to 
be  the  caufe  of  it.  Being  always  accom- 
panied, with  an  entire  lofs  of  appetite,  this 
of  itfelf  foon  reduces  the  body  to  the 
mo  ft  emaciated  ftate. 

But  the  molt  univerfal  fymptom  of  the 
anomalous  kind  which  prevails  in  Lues 
Venerea  is  fever.  Nor  is  it  confined  to 
one  ftage  of  the  difeafe.  Occafionally  it 
takes  place  in  all  of  them.  It.  is  neceC- 
fary,  however,  to  remark,  that  fever  which 
occurs  in  the  commencement  of  the  dif- 
eafe is  very  different  from  that  which 
mpft  frequently  prevails  afterwards.  The 
fir  ft  may  more  properly  be  confidered  as 
fymptomatic,  being  always  connected  with 
fome  local  affection,  fuch  as  bub or  fore 
throat,  ulcer,  or  node,  while  the,  other 
often  takes  place  where  no  other  mark  of 
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difeafe  can  be  difcovered.  The  one  there- 
fore fubfides  along  with  the  particular 
caufe  or  fymptom  by  which  it  was  pro- 
duced, while  the  other  continues  obfti- 
nate  as  long  as  the  virus  of  the  difeafe  re- 
mains in  the  conftitution.  It  is  this  laft, 
therefore,  which  is  of  molt  [importance, 
and  merits  moft  of  our  attention. 

This  fever  is  always  of  the  hectic  kind, 
and  accompanied  with  colli  quitive  fymp- 
toms,  particularly  with  nocfurnal  fweats. 
Hence  the  patient  foon  becomes  emaciat- 
ed, but  a  peculiarity  occurs  in  this  fever 
not  met  with  in  others  :  at  the  fame  time 
that  the  patient  becomes  languid  and  re- 
duced he  is  commonly  able  to  tranfacl  his 
Ordinary  bufinefs,  and  often  continues  to 
do  fo  for  a  considerable  time  after .  the 
fever  has  taken  place.  He  is  liable  to  al- 
ternate fits  of  cold  and  heat ;  particularly 
to  much  warmth  over  the  whole  body  in 
the  evening ;  to  reftleflhefs  and  anxiety 
during  the  night,  and  to  a  conftant  quick- 
nefs  of  pulfe  ;  but  thefe  fymptoms,  as  long- 
as  they  have  not  advanced  to  a  great. 
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height,  do  not  excite  much  alarm,  and 
the  patient,  while  no  local  affection  takes 
place,  continues  daily  in  hopes  of  getting 
free  of  them. 

For  a  confiderable  time  both  the  patient 
and  practitioner  find  it  difficult  to  ac- 
count for  thefe  fymptoms  5  for  here  I  am 
fuppofing  that  as  yet  no  outward  appear- 
ance of  fyphilis  has  taken  place.  They 
are  often  attributed  to  cold  \  in  fome 
cafes  to  an  incipient  phthilis;  and  in  others 
to  fcrophula.  Remedies  for  one  or  other 
of  thefe  difeafes,  or  perhaps  for  all  of 
them,  are  accordingly  preferibed,  and  no 
advantage  being  derived  from  thefe,  the 
real  caufe  of  the  fever  either  is  not  difco- 
vered,  or  at  laft  the  difeafe  breaks  out 
in  fome  fuch  obvious  form  as  leaves  nc» 
caufe  to  doubt  of  it. 

Among  other  caufes  of  this  uncertain- 
ty may  be  mentioned  an  opinion  which 
much  pains .  has  been  taken  to  inculcate, 
and  which  of  late  has  unhappily  begun 
to  prevail  among  thofe  who  have  not  had 
fumcierit  opportunities  of  being  enabled 

to 


to  judge  for  themfelves.  It  has  been  with 
much  confidence  aiTerted,  that  the  matter 
of  Lues  Venerea  cannot  exilt  in  the  fyf- 
tem,  fo  as  to  induce  any  fymptom  of  dif- 
eafe,  without  {hewing  itfelf  upon  the  fur- 
face  of  the  body,  or  in  fome  fuch  manner 
as  to  be  at  once  clear  and  evident.  We 
mall  foon  have  occafion  to  enter  more 
fully  upon  the  confideration  of  this  quef- 
tion,  but  at  prefent  1  may  obferve,  that  the 
opinion  to  which  I  allude,  although  {im- 
ported with  fome  ingenuity,  appears  to  be 
altogether  void  of  foundation,  and  in  di- 
rect contradiction  to  the  obfervation  of  ail 
practitioners  of  experience  \  for  I  hold 
it  as  certain  that  the  matter  of  Lues  Ve- 
nerea often  exifts  in  the  confxitution  for  a 
great  length  of  time,  and  is  productive  of 
fever,  as  well  as  a  variety  of  other  fymp- 
toms.,  where  no  local  affection  ever  enfues. 
This  may  happen  where  no  mercury  has 
been  employed ;  but  we  meet  with  it  raoft 
frequently  where  this  medicine  has  been 
ufed  but  not  in  fufHcient  quantities  for 
erTecting  a  total  removal  of  the  virus : 
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where  it  therefore  remains  in  the  fyfiem, 
and  after  lurking  there  for  a  longer  or 
fhorter  period,  according  to  circumftances, 
it  either  breaks  out  early  in  an  obvious 
manner,  or  before  doing  fo,  excites  fever 
or  fome  other  anomalous  fymptom  of  a 
fbill  lefs  fufpicious  nature. 

In  all  fuch  cafes  of  doubt  we  muft  be 
directed  entirely  by  the  hiftory  of  the  rife 
and  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  and  by  our 
own  obfervation  in  fymptoms  of  a  fimilar 
nature. 
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SECTION  III. 

Of  the  Venereal  Virus. 

HAVING  in  the  different  parts  of  the 
preceding  fection  given  a  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  various  fymptoms  of  Lues  Ve- 
nerea, I  fhall  now  offer  a  few  remarks  up- 
on the  virus  by  which  they  are  produced. 

Of  the  real  nature  of  the  venereal  virus 
no  correct  knowledge  is  obtained  ;  and  as 
it  can  never  be  procured  in  a  fiinple  ftate 
we  can  fcarcely  expect  that  much  fatisfac- 
tion  would  refult  from  any  inquiries  that 
could  be  made  concerning  it.  We  meet 
with  it  moft  frequently  mixed  with  pus 
or  mucus,  and  fometimes  with  blood  and 
ferum  ;  but  fo  intimately  is  it  blended 
with  thefe  fluids,  and  fo  little  are  we  ac- 
quainted with  the  peculiar  appearances  of 
this  matter,  that  we  are  not  able  to  di- 
rt inguifh 
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ftinguim  it.  By  fome  the  matter  of  Lues 
Venerea  has  been  fuppofed  to  be  of  an 
acid  nature  5  others  conlider  it  as  an  al- 
kali. One  fet  of  practitioners  have  faid 
that  it  is  of  a  putrefcent  quality,  while 
others  afiert  the  reverfe.  It  is  evident, 
however,  that  all  mch  opinions  muft  be 
merely  hypothetical,  fo  long  as  the  matter 
to  be  invefHgated  cannot  be  made  obvious 
to  the  fenfes  in  an  uncombined  ftate. 

But  although  there  may  be  fome  cir- 
cumftances  relative  to  the  matter  of  fy- 
philis  which  we  may  never  be  able^to  ex-r 
plain,  there  are  others  which  we  can  trace 
with  fome  preciiion,  and  upon  which  I 
now  mean  to  offer  a  few  obfervations.  I 
allude  to  mch  as  in  one  fhape  or  another 
are  daily  met  with  by  practitioners,  of 
which,  therefore,  all  who  have  paid  due 
attention  to  the  hiftory  and  cure  of  this 
difeafe  are  competent  to  judge. 

The  circumstances  to  which  I  mall  ad- 
vert refolve  themfelves  into  the  following 
queftions:  Upon  what  parts  does  the  mat- 
ter of  iyphilis  chiefly  acf  in  producing 
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Lues  Venerea;  Whether  on  the  folids  or 
fluids  ?  When  received  into  the  fyftem 
can  the  poifon  remain  there  without  pro- 
ducing the  difeafe  ?  And  is  it  poffible  for 
a  perfon  with  the  virus  in  a  latent  ftatc, 
and  without  any  mark  of  difeafe,  to  com- 
municate the  infection  to  others  ? 

Various  opinions  have  prevailed  upon 
trie  manner  in  which  the  matter  of  dif- 
eafes  enters  the  conftitution.  Some  con- 
tend that  it  is  taken  up  folely  upon  the 
furface  of  the  body  ;  others  that  it  enters 
perhaps  entirely  by  the  lungs ;  while  fome 
are  of  opinion,  that  a  great  proportion  of 
difeafes  take  their  origin  in  the  ftomach 
and  alimentary  canal.  But  the  point  up- 
on which  pathological  writers  have  chief- 
ly differed  is,  Whether  the  matter  of  dif- 
eafe, when  it  has  once  entered  the  fyftem, 
acts  moft  tparticularly  upon  the  folids  or 
fluids  ? 

The  Humoural  Pathology,  as  it  is  call- 
ed, prevailed  univerfally  for  a  great  length 
of  time.     Difeafes  were  fuppofed  to  be 
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•  and 


Sect.  III.     Of  the  Venereal  Virus.  161 


and  To  generally  was  this  opinion  recei- 
ved, that  although  others  were  occafiori- 
ally  propofed,  they  were  confidered  only 
as  innovations,  and  for  the  molt  part  foon 
fell  to  the  ground. 

Of  late,  however,  the  opponte  doctrine 
has  begun  to  be  more  generally  received, 
and  it  has  become  fafhionable  to  explain 
the  phenomena  of  every  difeafe,  and  the 
operation  of  almoft  every  medicine  em- 
ployed for  curing  them,  by  their  influence 
upon  the  folids.  To  me  it  appears  that 
both  opinions  have  been  carried  too  far  j 
and  while  one  party  have  fupported  one 
opinion,  and  the  other  the  reverfe,  that  it 
is  probable  no  difeafe  of  the  conftitution 
can  take  place  without  every  part  of  the 
fyftem  being  affected.  I  think  it  evident, 
however,  that  every  difeafe  produced  by 
contagion  acts  firft  upon  the  fluids,  and 
that  the  folids  are  ultimately  affected  in 
a  fecondary  way  only. 

In  Lues  Venerea  this  appears  more 
obvioufly  than  can  be  demonstrated  in  al- 
moft any  other  difeafe;  and  being  fo  clear- 

Vol.  II.  M  ly 
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ly  the  cafe  in  one  difeafe,  it  may  with 
propriety  be  considered  as  a  general  proof 
of  the  doctrine,  even  in  others,  where  this 
kind  of  proof  cannot  be  obtained ;  for  if 
it  obvioufly  happens  in  one  difeafe  where 
the  matter  of  infection  can  be  clearly 
mown  to  affect  the  fluids  in  the  firft  in- 
ftance,  we  have  reafon  from  analogy  to 
conclude  that  it  may  likewife  be  fo  in 
others,  although  from  a  concurrence  of 
circumflances  it  may  not  be  in  our  power 
to  mow  it. 

To  enter  fully  upon  the  confideration 
of  the  doctrine,  a  greater  length  of  dif- 
cufiion  would  be  required  than  the  nature 
of  this  work  will  admit.  I  fhall  there- 
fore only  mention  fliortly  fuch  circum- 
flances as  tend  moft  clearly  to  eftablifh 
the  opinion  which  I  adopt ;  and  even  this 
might  have  been  unneceuary  if  there  was 
not  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  much  inconnft- 
ent  practice  would  be  the  confequence  of 
that  opinion  being  admitted,  which  of 
late  a  great  deal  of  pains  has  been  taken 
to  eftablifh. 

Whatever 
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Whatever  may  be  the  cafe  in  other  dif- 
eafes,  that  the  fluids  are  chiefly  affected  in 
Lues  Venerea,  becomes,  I  think,  evident 
from  the  following  circumftances. 

1.  The  contagious  matter  of  this  dif- 
eafe  is  always  communicated  in  a  fluid 
form.  But  although  this  is.  the  cafe,  it  is 
alleged,  that  even  upon  its  firft  applica- 
tion it  mows  a  tendency  to  act  chiefly 
upon  the  folids,  by  exciting  inflammation 
wherever  it  is  applied.  This  appears, 
however,  to  be  only  an  accidental,  not  an 
efTential  property  of  the  matter;  for  in- 
flances  are  frequent,  as  I  have  already 
had  occaflon  to  remark,  in  which  it  en- 
ters the  fyftem  without  inducing  either 
inflammation  or  eroflon.  By  the  acrimo- 
ny which  the  matter  feems  to  poffefs,  in- 
flammation mofl  frequently  takes  place  on 
the  fpot  to  which  it  is  applied,  by  which 
the  correfponding  abforbents  are  with 
more  certainty  made  to  receive  it  than 
might  otherwife  be  the  cafe ;  but  no  other 
conclufion  can  be  drawn  from  this.  It 

M  2  happens 
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happens  here,  as  I  have  already  had  oc- 
cafiQn  to  remark  on  the -practice  of  ino- 
culating for  the  fmall-pox,  that  the  mat- 
ter  of  infe&ion  does  hot  readily  enter  the 
fyftem  where  inflammation  is  not  excited \ 
but  furely  few  will  fuppofe  that  we  would 
fail  in  producing  cither  of  thefe  difeafes, 
were  we  pofleiTed  of  any  method  of  intro- 
ducing the  matter  to  the  common  courfe 
of  circulation  without  exciting  inflamma- 
tion. Even  this,  however,  has  been  al- 
leged by  fome ;  but  befides  other  circum- 
fiances  which  might  be  mentioned  as 
proofs  of  the  contrary,  the  clearer!:  evi- 
dence of  it  is  obtained,  and  of  inflamma- 
tion not  being  eflentially  neceffary  for  the 
production  of  fmall-pox,  from  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  natural  form  of  the  dif- 
eafe  ufually  appears,  where  no  inflamma- 
tion, or  any  other  lopal  afTedion  is-  per- 
ceived till  the  difeafe  has  taken  place, 
when  the  firffc  efFe&s  that  occur  from  it 
are,  fever?  and  quantities  of  matter  thrown 
put  upon  the  furface.  This  takes  place  in 
a  more  obvious  manner  in  fmall-pox,  but 

it 
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it  alfo  happens  in  Lues  Venerea,  in  which 
a  great  proportion  of  the  fymptoms  are 
evidently  produced  by  contagious  matter 
of  a  fimiliar  nature  to  that  which  fir  ft  en- 
tered the  lymphatics  at  the  time  of  infec- 
tion, for  the  matter  produced  by  venereal 
ulcers  and  eruptions,  will  very  certainly 
produce  every  fymptom  of  the  difeafe,  if 
by  any  means  it  is  thrown  into  the  fyftem 
of  a  found  perfon.  Of  this  every  practi- 
tioner, 1  prefume,  is  fo  much  convinced, 
that  even  thofe  who  have  thought  proper 
in  theory  to  fupport  a  contrary  opinion 
Would  not  willingly  expofe  themfelves  to 
the  hazard  of  being  infected  in  this  man- 
ner. 

2.  It  has  been  a  queftion  agitated  wTith 
fome  warmth,  in  what  manner  does  the 
virus  act  on  being  conveyed  to  the  mafs 
of  blood  ?  At  one  period  fermentation 
was  conndered  as  a  principal  agent  in  pro- 
ducing difeafe.  The  matter  of  infection 
being  received  into  the  circulation,  it  was 
fuppofed  by  means  of  fermentation  to 

M  3  poflefs 
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poflefs  a  power  of  converting  the  whole 
fluids  of  the  body  into  its  own  nature. 
This  opinion,  however,  was  liable  to  va- 
rious objections,  and  particularly  to  this, 
that  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  fermen- 
tation can  go  on  in  circulating  fluids. 
In  a  fbate  of  extravafation  we  can  eafily 
fuppofe  that  it  may  happen;  but  while 
life  fubfifts  the  fluids  are  kept  in  fuch  per- 
petual motion  that  we  cannot  eafily  con- 
ceive how  fuch  a  procefs  can  take  place. 
But  although  fermentation,  in  the  full 
acceptation  of  the  word,  may  not  occur 
from  this  caufe,  I  think  it  highly  pro- 
bable that  the  matter  of  all  contagious 
difeafes,  and  more  efpecially  the  matter 
of  Lues  Venerea,  has  a  power  of  aflimilat- 
ing  to  its  own  nature  a  certain  portion, 
and  ultimately,  perhaps,  the  whole  fluids 
of  the  body. 

3.  The  quick  or  flow  progrefs  of  this 
aflimilating  power  of  the  venereal  virus 
may  depend  on  a  variety  of  circumftan- 
ces,  which,  however,  from  our  limited 

knowledge 
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knowledge  of  the  laws  of  the  animal  ceco- 
nomy,  it  may  never  be  in  our  power  to 
afcertain. 

4.  While  the  quantity  of  matter  thus 
aflimilated  is  inconfiderable,  no  marks  of 
difeafe  will  be  produced,  nor  will  any  ef- 
fects refult  from  it  till  it  prevails  in  fuch 
quantity  as  to  be  capable  of  exciting,  fome 
degree  of  nlorbid  irritability  in  the  living- 
principle. 

5.  From  all  this  I  conceive  that  in  Lues 
Venerea  the  matter  of  contagion  acts  in 
the  firft  inftance  upon  the  fluids,  and  that 
the  folids  are  not  otherwife  affected,  than 
in  being  excited  by  this  morbid  ftate  of 
the  fluids  to  fome  degree,  of  unufual  ex- 
ertion for  the  purpofe  of  throwing  them 
off,  by  which  eruptions  on  the  fkin  are 
produced,  ulcers  on  different  parts,  as 
well  as  all  the  other  fymptoms  of  the  dif- 
eafe* 


M  4  6.  From 
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6.  From  this  view  of  the  origin  of  Lues 
Venerea  we  account  for  the  matter  of 
contagion  remaining  longer  inactive  in 
fome  inftances  than  in  others.  Befides 
any  difference  which  may  take  place  in 
the  fiate  of  the  fluids  upon  which  the 
matter  ha    to  act,  and  by  which  the  afll- 
milation  to  which  I  allude  may  be  ac- 
celerated or  retarded,  the  different  de- 
grees of  irritability  which  prevails  in  dif- 
ferent perfons,  and  even  in  the  fame  per- 
fon  at  different  times,  will  alfo  co-operate 
in  producing  an  early  or  later  formation 
of  the  fymptoms  \  for  while  fome  are 
ealily  Simulated,  and  may  therefore  be 
acted  upon  almoft  as  foon  as  the  matter  of 
contagion  enters  the  fyftem,  others  of 
more  lluggiin  temperaments  may,  for  the 
production  of  the  fame  effect,  require  the 
matter  to  be  accumulated  in  fuch  quanti- 
ties as  nothing  but  a  great  length  of  time 
can  accomplifh. 

7.  It  may  be  faid  in  oppofition  to  this 
opinion,  that  as  foon  as  this  accumulated 

ftate 
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(late  of  morbid  matter  is  a.ccomplifhed, 
:he  effects  of  it  mould  appear  equally  up- 
on every  part  of  the  body  ;  for  the  fluids 
circulating  over  the  whole,  the  effe&s  of 
any  difeafe  to  which  they  are  liable  mould 
not  be  confined  to  particular  parts,  as  we 
find  to  be  the  cafe  in  Lues  Venerea.  To 
this  it  may  be  anfwered,  that  many  inex- 
plicable circumftances  occur  in  every  dif- 
eafe, and  in  this  refpecl\  that  the  venereal 
difeafe  is  not  different  from  a  variety  of 
others  in  which  particular  parts  are  more 
apt  to  be  affected  than  others,  and  in  which 
it  is  equally  difficult  to  explain  why  they 
mould  be  fo.    Thus  it  is  as  impoffible  to 
fay,  why  the  matter  of  gout  mould  fix  mort 
frequently  upon  the  great  toe,  as  it  is  to 
explain  the  caufe  of  the  throat  and  nofe 
being  particularly;  apt  to  fuffer  in  Lues 
Venerea.    There  may  be  fome  kind  of  at- 
traction between  particular  parts  and  the 
matter  of  certain  difeafes    or  thefe  parts 
may  be  more,  eafily  irritated  than  others, 
and  which  ever  of  thefe  may  be  the  cafe 
the  fame  confequences  will  enfue. 
-  i  8.  It 
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8.  It  is  aflerted  by  thofe  who  fupport  the 
contrary  opinion,  that  we  cannot  in  any 
inftance  difcover  the  caufe  of  difeafe  to  be 
in  the  fluids.    This  indeed  they  are  un- 
der the  neceflity  of  doing  in  order  to  give 
the  appearance  of  probability  to  their 
theory  in  any  cafe.  By  difcovering,  there- 
fore, that  this  affertion  is  ill-founded,  and 
that  in  other  inftances  the  fluids  are  ob- 
vioufly  afFe&ed,  we  might  from  analogy 
fay,  that  they  are  fo  in  Lues  Venerea, 
were  the  proofs  which  we  have  adduced 
of  it  lefs  evident  than  we  have  mown 
them  to  be.    Now  the  action  of  feveral 
other  poifons  upon  the  fluids  is  rendered 
evident  to  the  fenfes.   This  is  particularly 
the  cafe  with  the  poifon  of  different  kinds 
of  vipers,  in  which  ferous  efTufions  take 
place  in  different  parts  of  the  body,  often 
in  the  courfe  of  a  few  hours  from  the  time 
of  the  bite  being  inflicted,  and  in  which 
the  colour  of  the  whole  ferum  of  the  blood 
is  even  in  that  fhort  fpace  of  time  tinged 
of  a  morbid  yellow  colour. 


9.  They 
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9.  They  who  are  of  opinion  that  the 
caufe  of  difeafe  is  not  feated  in  the  fluids, 
are  under  the  neceflity  of  denying,  in 
more  inftances  than  one,  what  in  Lues 
Venerea  is  well  known  to  be  matter  of 
fact.  They  are  obliged  to  fay  that  the 
blood  is  perfectly  found,  and  that  neither 
this  fluid,  nor  any  of  the  fecretions  pro- 
duced  from  it  are  capable  of  communica- 
ting infection.  A  theory  being  once  form- 
ed, every  argument  that  militates  againft 
it  is  apt  to  be  overlooked,  while,  in  order 
to  fupport  it,  facts  are  explained  away  in 
a  manner  which  they  will  not  bear.  This, 
in  fome  inftances,  may  be  followed  by 
very  pernicious  confequences,  particular- 
ly where  fuch  modes  of  reafoning  are 
adopted  and  promulgated  by  authors  of 
ingenuity  and  reputation  3  and  as  Mr  Hun- 
ter of  London  has  gone  farther  than  any 
other  author  in  fupport  of  the  opinion, 
that  the  fyphilitic  virus  cannot  be  con- 
veyed by  or  affecl;  the  fluids,  the  follow- 
ing obfervations  will  relate  particularly 
to  his  work  *i 

U-'^yt  J;        "  YVe. 

Vide  quarto  edition,  publifhed  in  1786. 
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"  We  may  obferve,  fays  Mr  Hunter, 
that  even  the  blood  of  a  pocky  perfori  has 
no  power  of  contaminating,  and  is  not 
capable  of  giving  the  difeafe  to  another 
even  by  inoculation ;  for  if  it  were  cap- 
able of  irritating  a  found  fore  to  a  vene- 
real inflammation,  no  perfon  that  had  this 
matter  circulating,  or  had  the  Lues  Ve- 
nerea, could  efcape  having  a  venereal  fore, 
whenever  he  is  bled,  or  receives  a  fcratch 
with  a  pin,  the  part  fo  wounded  turning 
into  a  chancre,"  &x.  Vide  p.  292.  Nov/ 
Mr  Hunter  here  aflumes  as  matter  of  fact 
what  is  not  the  cafe ;  for  although  all 
wounds  inflicted  upon  patients  labouring 
under  Lues  Venerea  do  not  become  vene- 
real ulcers,  yet  frequently,  and  in  almofl 
every  inltance  of  the  more  advanced  ftate 
of  the  difeafe  they  do  fo.  I  have  at  this 
time  a  gentleman  under  my  care  whofe 
cafe  affords  an  inftance  of  this,  where  the 
bites  of  leeches  applied  to  the  fcrotum  on 
account  of  inflammation  of  one  of  the 
teftes,  the  confequence  of  Gonorrhoea,  de- 
generated into  venereal  fores.  This  I  in- 
formed 
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formed  him  would  not  have  happened 
from  Gonorrhoea  alone.  And  upon  in- 
quiry <he  acknowledged  that  fix  months 
ago  he  laboured  under  chancres  and  bubo, 
for  which  he  fufpected  that  he  had  not 
ufed  enough  of  mercury,  and  that  for  a 
week  pafi  he  had  felt  uneafinefs  in  his 
throat,  where  I  found,  on  infpe&ion,  that 
an  ulcer  had  already  formed  on  one  of  the 
tonfils. 

In  the  courfe  of  bufinefs  .  I  have  met 
with  various  inftances  of  this,  and  every 
practitioner  muft  have  done  fo.  It  muft 
be  remarked,  however,  that  we  have  fel- 
dom  occahon  to  take  blood,  either  with 
the  lancet  or  leeches,  in  fymptoms  truly 
venereal.  It  is  in  Gonorrhoea  chiefly  that 
this  remedy  becomes  neceflary  ;  a  cir- 
cumftance,  I  may  obferve,  that  affords  a 
farther  proof  of  the  difference  of  the  two 
difeafes ;  for  while  the  fymptoms  in  Go- 
norrhoea are  often  fo  acute,  and  the  in- 
flammation fo  violent,  as  to  require  blood 
to  be  taken,  this  almoft  never  happens  in 
J_,ues  Venerea,  a  difeafe  in  which  the  parts 

affected 
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affected  become  red  and  of  a  copper-co- 
lour, accompanied  with  fome  degree  of 
uneafinefs,  but  in  which  that  kind  of  in- 
flammation requiring  blood-letting  fcarce- 
iy  ever  takes  place. 

Mr  Hunter  was  refolved,  however,  not 
to  reft  fat  is  (led  with  afferting  that  the 
blood  of  a  venereal  patient  could  not 
communicate  infection.  In  the  fame  page, 
viz.  292,  he  even  fays,  that  the  matter 
produced  by  fuch  ulcers  as  occur  in  Lues 
Venerea  is  not  venereal,  and  that  it  will 
not  produce  the  clifeafe.  That  there  may 
be  no  fufpicion  of  miftake  on  my  part,  I 
fhall  tranfcribe  his  words.  "  When  the 
matter  has  got  into  the  conftitution  it 
from  thence  produces  many  local  effects 
on  different  parts  of  the  body,  which  are 
in  general  a  kind  of  inflammation,  or  at 
lead  an  increafed  action,  occafioning  a 
fuppuration  of  its  own  kind  $  it  is  fop- 
pofed  that  the  matter  produced  in  confe- 
quencc  of  thefe  inflammations,  fimilar  to 
the  matter  from  a  Gonorrhoea  or  chancre,, 
"is  alfo  venereal  and  poifonous.    This  I 

believe 
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believe  till  now  has  never  been  denied, 
and  upon  the  firft  view  of  the  fubject,  one 
would  be  inclined  to  fuppofe  that  it  really 
mould  be  venereal  ;  for  firft  the  venereal 
matter  is  the  caufe,  and  again  the  fame 
treatment  cures  both  difeafes ;  thus  mer- 
cury cures  both  a  chancre  and  Lues  Ve- 
nerea ;  however,  this  is  no  decifive  proof, 
as  mercury  cures  many  difeafes  befides 
the  venereal.  On  the  other  hand,  there 
are  many  ftrong  reafons  for  believing  that 
the  matter  is  not  venereal.  There  is  one 
curious  fact,  which  mows  it  is  either  not 
venereal,  or  if  it  be,  that  it  is  not  capable 
of  acting  in  fome  refpects  on  the  body  or 
fame  ftate  of  conftitution,  as  that  matter 
does  which  is  produced  from  a  chancre  or 
Gonorrhoea.  The  pus  from  thefe  latter, 
when  abforbed,  generally  produces  a  bu- 
bo, as  has  been  defcribed,  but  we  never 
find  a  bubo  from  the  abforption  of  matter 
from  a  pocky  fore  ;  for  inftance,  when 
there  is  a  venereal  ulcer  in  the  throat,  we 
have  no  buboes  in  the  glands  of  the  neck  ; 
when  there  are  venereal  fores  on  the  arms, 

or 
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or  even  filppurating  nodes  on  the  ulna, 
there  are  no  fwellings  of  the  glands  of  the 
arm-pit,  although  fuclv  will  take  place  if 
frefli  venereal  matter  is  applied  to  a  com- 
mon fore  on  the  arm,  hand,  or  fingers, 
&c." 

Now  all  this  is  fuch  loofe  reafoning  as 
could  not  have  heen  looked  for  in  a  man 
of  Mr  Hunter's  obfervation.  His  over- 
looking every  argument  militating  againft 
his  favourite  theory  can  alone  account 
'for  it.  If  the  fact  be  not  general  no  de- 
pendence can  be  placed  upon  it.  If  it  be 
general  it  is  not  curious  :  neither  is  it  the 
cafe  that  the  matter  of  chancres  and  Go- 
norrhoea generally  produces  buboes.  The 
matter  of  chancres  often  does,  but  it  much 
more  frequently  does  not ;  and  few  prac- 
titioners, I  believe,  will  fay  that  buboes 
are  frequent  confequences  of  Gonorrhoea. 

I  cannot  fay  what  may  have  been  the 
refult  of  Mr  Hunter's  experience,  but  I 
have  met  with  many  inftances  of  buboes, 
or  fwelled  glands,  in  the  thigh,  axilla, 
and  neck,  as  obvioufly  produced  by  fores 

in 
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in  the  feet,  legs,  hands,  and  throat,  as  bu- 
boes commonly  are  in  the  .groin  from 
chancres  on  the  penis.  But  admitting 
that  it  is  not  frequent,  ftill  this  is  no 
reafon  for  fuppofing  that  the  matter  of 
thefe  fores  is  not  venereal.  If  the  mat- 
ter be  not  abforbed  no  more  harm  will 
enfue  from  it  than  if  it  had  never  been 
formed ;  and  in  fection  II.  of  this  chapter, 
I  have  fnown  that  it  is  not  fo  frequently 
abforbed  as  the  matter  of  chancres.  The 
reafon  of  this  I  have  alfo  endeavoured  to 
explain,  by  fhewing,  that  fome  degree  of 
irritation  is  required  for  the  purpofe  of  * 
exciting  the  abforbents  to  action ;  and  as 
the  matter  of  Lues  Venerea  feems  to  pof. 
fefs  very  little  power  of  exciting  irrita^- 
tion,  excepting  fuck  as  is  produced  by  tke 
primary  fores  of  the  difeafe,  it  is  accord- 
ingly feldom  abforbed,  and  ft  ill  lefs  fre- 
quently does  it  produce  buboes  ;  for  be- 
ing of  a  mild  nature  it  does  not  fo  rea- 
dily ftimulate  the  lymphatics,  fo  as  to  pro- 
duce ob  ft  ructions  in  the  glands  as  it  goes 
along. 

Vol.  II.  N  Mr 
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Mr  Hunter  would  have  found  it  diffi- 
cult, or  even  impoffible,  to  explain  con- 
fidently with  his  theory  of  the  difeafe,  a 
number  of  circumftances  which  we  daily 
obferve.  He  therefore  denies  that  they 
exift ;  and  he  feems  to  have  no  difficulty 
in  doing  fo,  even  where  they  are  ad- 
mitted by  all  unbiafled  practitioners.  In 
page  291,  he  fays^  "  it  is  alio  fuppofed 
that  a  foetus  in  the  womb  of  a  pocky  mo- 
ther may  be  infected,  and  have  the  dif- 
eafe from  her,  as  it  were  naturally  in- 
terwoven with  it.  This  I  mould  doubt 
very  much."  And  in  page  295,  he 
fays,  "  It  has  been  fuppofed,  and  avert- 
ed from  obfervation,  that  ulcers  in  the 
mouths  of  children  from  a  conftitutional 
difeafe,  which  conftkutional  difeafe  was 
fuppofed  to  be  derived  from  the  parent, 
produced  the  fame  difeafe  upon  the  nipples 
of  women  who  had  been  fucked  by  them, 
giving  it  as  it  were  at  the  third  hand  3 
that- is,  the  children  were  contaminated 
either  by  their  mother's  or  father's  having 
the  difeafe  in  form  of  Lues  Venerea,  of 

which 
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which  I  have  endeavoured  to  mow  the 
impo^^lbility.,, 

Mr  Hunter  has  certainly  endeavoured  to 
fhew  the  impoflibility  of  this,  for  his  fyf- 
tem  could  not  otherwife  have  had  the  leafl 
plaufible  appearance  ;  but  none,  except- 
ing fuch  as  have  not  had  opportunities  of 
being  able  to  form  judgments  for  them- 
felves,  will  fay  that  he  has  proved  fuc- 
cefsful.  If  I  can  give  credit  to  any  fadt 
with  which  I  am  acquainted,  I  muft  be- 
lieve in  this,  that  children  may  receive, 
and  frequently  do  receive  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe  from  their  parents  labouring  under 
it  in  a  conftitutional  form  \  and  :that  ul- 
cers in  the  mouths  of  thefe  children  will, 
and  frequently  do  produce  the  fame  dif- 
eafe  upon  the  nipples  of  women  whom 
they  fuck.  Nay,  that  thefe  will  give 
it  again  to  other  children,  and  thefe 
children  to  other  nurfes ;  circumftances 
which  I  have  fo  frequently  witnelfed,  fo 
ftrongly  marked,  and  followed  by  confe- 
quences  fo  dirlrefsful  to  innocent  fuffer- 
ers,  that  I  mult  necefTarily  exprefs  my 

N  2  aftonifliment 
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aftonifhment  at  a  pra&itioner  of  experi- 
ence, appearing  to  entertain  a  doubt  of 
their  exigence. 

Mr  Hunter,  in  page  296,  proceeds  to 
fay,  with  fome  appearance  of  exultation, 
as  judging  it  to  be  an  unanfwerable  argu- 
ment, "  that  were  it  poflible  to  contaminate 
once  in  this  way,  it  would  be  poflible  to 
contaminate  for  ever;"  a  circumftance 
which  he  feems  to  confider  as  ridiculous  : 
But  furely  all  this  would  happen.  Nurfes 
and  children  infected  in  this  manner 
would  undoubtedly  continue  to  communi- 
cate the  contagion  to  others  as  long  as 
they  were  not  cured  of  the  difeafe.  Nor 
would  there  be  any  thing  in  all  this  that 
does  not  daily  happen ;  and  in  whatever 
way  the  difeafe  is  communicated  we  have 
reafon  to  think  that  it  would  be  the  cafe. 

In  order  I  fuppofe  to  convince  others 
that  he  himfelf  at  lead  is  convinced  of 
the  opinion  which  he  fupports  being  well 
founded,  Mr  Hunter,  in  p.  12,  goes  even  far- 
ther than  any  thing  that  as  yet  I  have  men- 
tioned :  That  the  venereal  difeafe  is  to  be 

propagate^ 
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propagated  only  by  matter  is  proved  every 
day,  he  fays,  by  a  thoufand  inftances. 
And  in  the  belief  of  this  being  the  eafe 
he  afterwards  obferves,  that  he  has  gone 
ib  far  as  to  allow  married  men  who  had 
contracted  the  difeafe  to  cohabit  with 
their  wives,  in  order  to  fave  appearances, 
and  always  with  fafety :  Nay,  that  he 
could  carry  this  ft  ill  farther,  and  allow  a 
married  man  who  has  a  Gonorrhoea  to 
have  connection  with  a  found  woman,  if 
he  took  care  to  have  all  the  parts  cleared 
of  matter,  by  fy  ringing  the  urethra,  mak- 
ing water,  and  warning  the  glans. 

I  believe  with  Mr  Hunter,  and  every 
practitioner  perhaps  will  do  fo,  that  the 
ri(k  of  commu'riicatine:  infection  will  not 

O 

be  fo  conliderable  where  no  matter  is  form- 
ed as  where  ulceration  actually  takes  places 
but  I  alfo  know,  that  a  woman  would  run 
much  rifk  of  being  injured  by  cohabiting 
with  a  man  whofe  blood  was  infected 
with  matter  of  fyphilis,  although  no  local 
marks  of  it  mould  appear,  for  I  have  met 
with  ..various  inftances  of  it;  and  I  alfo 
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know  from  a  variety  of  fads,  that  both 
father  and  mother,  in  fituations  fuch  as 
this,  and  where  no  bad  fymptoms  were 
ever  perceived,  have  communicated  the 
difeafe  to  the  foetus.  Where  this  has  hap- 
pened from  the  mother  being  infected, 
the  matter  of  contagion  muft  pafs  from 
the  mother  to  the  child  along  with  the 
blood  3  but  where  ft  takes  place  from  the 
father,  as  is  moft  frequently  the  cafe, 
there  is  no  other  mode  by  which  it  can- 
be  conveyed  but  by  the  femen.  I  mall 
have  occalion,  however,  to  make  fome  far- 
ther obfervations  upon  the  fubjed  when 
treating  of  Lues  Venerea  in  new-born  in- 
fants. 

From  all  that  I  have  faid,  I  think  it 
will  appear,  that  the  matter  of  contagion 
in  Lues  Venerea,  in  the  firfl:  place,  acfs 
upon  the  blood  alone  ;  that  by  accumula- 
tion it  comes  to  irritate  the  folids  or  con- 
taining parts,  and  in. this-  manner  that 
erTulions  and  confequent  ulcerations  are 
produced  \  that  the  venereal  poifon  may 
remain  long  latent  in  the  fyftemi  that 

this 
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this  will  depend  upon  the  irritability  of 
the  perfon,  as  well  as  upon  the  particular 
ftate  of  the  fluids  at  the  time,  by  which 
they  may  be  more  or  lefs  liable  to  the  af- 
fimilating  effects  of  the  matter  of  conta- 
gion j  and  laftly,  that  a  perfon  with  the 
virus  in  this  latent  ftate,  and  without  any 
external  mark  of  difeafe,  will  communi- 
cate the  infection  to  others. 


SEC- 
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SECTION  IV. 

Of  the  Remedies  ufed  in  Lues.  Venerea, 

§  I.  General  Obfervations, 

AS  no  difeafe  has  engaged  more  of  the 
attention  of  practitioners  than  Lues 
Venerea,  fo  there  are  perhaps  none  in 
which  more  remedies  have  been  employ- 
ed. Towards  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  cen- 
tury, when  the  firfl  accurate  defcription 
was  given  of  this  difeafe,  a  great  variety 
of  remedies  was  propofed  for  it ;  and  as  it 
r  daily  increafed  in  violence  till  the  ufe  of 
mercury  was  introduced,  fcarcely  an  ar- 
ticle in  the  materia  medica  was  left  un- 
tried in  the  fhort  fpace  which  elapfed  be- 
tween that  period  and  the  fortunate  dif- 
covery  of  this  powerful  antidote. 

Even 
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in  Lues  Venerea. 


Even  long  fubfequent  to  this  many  new 
remedies  were  brought  forth ;  for  while 
mercury  feldom  fails  of  curing  the  di£ 
eafe,  it  was  foon  found  to  be  productive 
of  many  inconveniencies.  Every  country 
has  accordingly  been  ranfacked,  but  after 
all  the  refearches  that  have  been  made, 
the  number  of  articles  employed  in  mo- 
dern practice  for  the  cure  of  the  difeafe 
are  few;  and  it  is  thefe  only  which  I  now 
mean  to  mention.  The  others,  having 
been  found  either  altogether  inefficacious, 
or  comparatively  of  weak  powers  to  thofe 
which  are  retained,  have  necelTarily  fallen 
into  difufe,  fo  that  now  it  would  be  fuper- 
fluous  to  fpeak  of  them. 

The  only  antifiphilitic  medicines  now 
in  general  ufe  are,  mercury,  guaicum,  far- 
faparilla,  mefereon,  and  opium  :  Of  each 
of  which  I  fhall  fpeak  feparately. 
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§  2. 
Of  Mercury. 

I.  General  Obfervatlons  upon  Mercury. 

Mercury  having  been  long  employed 
for  the  cure  of  herpetic  eruptions,  we  are 
not  furprifed  at  rinding  it  early  recom- 
mended in  Lues  Venerea,  in  which  the 
moft  obvious  of  the  fymptoms  chiefly  af- 
fect the  integuments  of  the  body.  Be- 
tides, as  it  was  univerfally  known  to  be 
one  of  the  moft  active  medicines  ever 
made  ufe  of,  we  can  eafily  fuppofe  that 
practitioners  would  foon  be  induced  to 
employ  it  for  the  removal  of  a  difeafe 
which  refitted  the  effects  of  every  other 
remedy. 

Mercury  in  its  "crude  ftate  is  found  to 
be  nearly  inert,  or  not  capable  of  pro- 
ducing 
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ducing  any  active  effect,  infomuch  that  k 
may  be  taken  into  the  ftomach  in  very 
confiderable  quantities.  It  has  been  fwal- 
lowed  to  the  weight  of  feveral  pounds, 
and  repeated  daily  for  two  or  three  weeks 
together  with  fcarcely  any  effect  being 
perceived  from  it ;  fo  that  wherever  it  has 
proved  active  when  ufed  in  this  ftate,  as 
in  a  few  inftances  has  been  the  cafe,  k 
muft  probably  have  been  the  effect  of 
fome  unufual  degree  of  acidity  in  the  fto- 
mach or  interlines. 

This  inactivity  of  mercury  in  a  crude 
ftate,  feems  to  depend  entirely  upon  its 
infolubility  in  the  fluids  with  which  it 
ufually  meets  in  the  human  body.  In  this 
ftate  it  either  is  not  abforbed,  or  if  ab- 
forbed,  by  not  being  foluble  it  remains 
inert. 

I  Ihall  afterwards  point  out  the  diffe- 
rent means  employed  for  rendering  mer- 
cury active,  and  for  introducing  it  in  this 
ftate  into  the  fyftem,  but  previous  to  this 
it  will  be  proper  to  offer  a  few  obferva- 
tions  upon  the  ordinary  effects  of  mercury, 

and 
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and  upon  the  different  opinions  which 
have  prevailed  refpecling  its  mode  of  ac- 
tion in  curing-  the  venereal  difeafe. 


II.  Of  the  JEffecls  of  Mercury  upon  the  Hu- 
man Body. 

One  of  the  more  certain  effects  of  mer- 
cury is,  that  it  ads  as  a  cure  for  the  ve- 
nereal difeafe.  In  this  indeed  it  fo  fel- 
dom  fails,  that  whenever  it  does  not  fuc- 
ceed,  as  occasionally  is  the  cafe,  we  are 
apt  to  fuppofe  that  it  is  owing  either  to 
the  medicine  not  being  properly  admini- 
llered  j  to  its  not  being  given  in  fufficient 
quantity  ;  or  to  the  fymptoms  of  the  dif- 
eafe not  being  altogether  venereal. 

Befides  this,  mercury  is  perhaps  one  of 
the  moft  univerfal  ftimulants  with  which 
we  are  acquainted.  Even  in  fmall  quan- 
tities it  often  excites  heat  over  the  whole 

body, 
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body,  quicknefs  of  pulfe,  and  other  fymp- 
toms  of  fever. 

It  is  alfo  a  very  powerful  evacuant. 
Other  medicines  act  with  equal  certainty 
upon  particular  organs,  of  which  we  have 
examples  in  the  effect  of  ipecacuanha  up- 
on the  ftomach,  and  of  jalap,  aloes,  and 
other  purgatives  upon  the  interlines  5  but 
we  know  of  none  which  fo  generally  af- 
fects all  the  fecretions.  Almoft  all  pre- 
parations of  mercury  will  act  as  purga- 
tives. They  alfo  produce  ficknefs,  naufea, 
and  vomiting.  They  often  excite  an  in- 
creafed  difcharge  of  urine  ;  and  few  me- 
dicines operate  with  more  certainty  upon 
the  fkin,  for  they  can  fcarcely  be  employ^ 
ed  without  being  productive  of  fome  de- 
gree of  diaphorehs. 

The  raoft  remarkable  effect,  however, 
which  we  perceive  from  mercury  is  an 
increafed  difcharge  of  faliva;  and  it  is 
perhaps  the  only  medicine  which  from  in- 
ternal exhibition  is  known  to  act  almoft 

with 
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with  certainty  upon  this  fecretion.  It  firft 
excites  fome  degree  of  fcetor  in  the  breath, 
which  is  often  accompanied  with  a  gentle 
naufea,  and  very  commonly  with  the 
tafte  of  copper.  The  gums  become  red, 
full,  and  fome  what  tender.  The  falivary 
glands  become  hard  and  turgid,  and  at 
laft  an  increafed  flow  of  faliva  takes  place, 
accompanied  with  a  good  deal  of  pain  in 
chewing,  and  with  a  loofe  vacilating  ftate 
of  the  teeth.  For  the  moft  part  this  in- 
creafed quantity  of  faliva  bears  fome  pro- 
portion to  the  quantity  of  mercury  that 
has  been  exhibited  \  but  this  does  not  al- 
ways happen,  for  occafionally  we  meet 
with  cafes  in  which  a  very  great  and  long 
continued  difcharge  of  faliva  is  excited  by 
the  fmalleft  dofe  of  mercury  that  is  ufu- 
ally  given.  I  have  known  it  happen  from 
two  grains  of  calomel,  and  even  from  a 
fmall  dofe  of  iEthiop's  mineral. 

In  fuch  inftanc.es,  if  the  farther  exhibi- 
tion of  the  medicine  be  not  managed  with 
caution,  befides  a  great  flow  of  faliva, 

and 
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and  fwelling  of  the  falivary  glands,  a  ve  y 
diftrefsful  tumefaction  takes  place  over 
all  the  contiguous  parts,  and  particularly 
of  the  tongue  and  fauces.  This  alfo  hap- 
pens wherever  mercury  is  given  in  too 
great  quantities,  and  efpecially  if  the  pa- 
tient is  fuddenly  and  unexpectedly  expofed 
to  cold  or  dampnefs.  Where  this  takes 
place  to  any  considerable  degree  the 
whole  furface  of  the  mouth  over  the 
inhde  of  the  cheeks,  the  tongue,  uvula, 
and  gums,  are  apt  to  ulcerate,  and  the 
matter  which  enfues,  by  mixing  with  the 
faliva  gives  it  both  an  additional  fcetor, 
and  an  ugly,  fanious  appearance. 

Befides  the  ufual  fymptoms  of  fever, 
mercury  is  apt  to  excite  reftlelmefs,  an- 
xiety, general  debility,  and  a  very  diftrefs- 
ful irritable  ftate  of  the  whole  fyftem. 

Thefe  are  the  ordinary  effects  of  mer- 
cury, and  it  will  prefently  appear  that  in 
the  treatment  of  Lues  Venerea  one  of  the 
greater!  difficulties  that  practitioners  have 
to  encounter  is  the  management  of  this 
medicine  :  for  while  the  cure  of  the  dif- 

eafe 
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eafe  often  requires  it  to  be  given  in  large 
quantities,  the  conftitution  is  apt  to  be 
much  injured  if  it  be  not  exhibited  with 
the  greateft  care  and  attention. 


III.  Of  the  Operation  of  Mercury  in  the  Cure 
of  Lues  Venerea. 

Various  opinions  have  been  offered  of 
the  action  of  mercury  in  the  cure  of  this 
difeafe.  It  would  be  foreign  to  our  pur- 
pofe,  however,  to  enter  minutely  into  the 
confi deration  of  any  of  them.  I  mean, 
therefore  to  make  only  a  few  obfervations 
upon  fuch  as  have  been  mod  generally 
received,  and  chiefly  upon  that  which  \\\ 
my  opinion  ought  to  be  adopted. 

1.  Some  have  imagined  that  mercury 
acts  chiefly  in  the  cure  of  Lues  Venerea 
by  exciting  a  difTolved  or  putrid  ftate  of 
the  fluids,  which  they  conceive  to  be  a 
ftate  favourable  for  the  peccant  or  morbid 

matter 
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matter  of  the  difeafe  being  thrown  off 
from  the  fyftem. 

The  chief  foundation  of  tfiis  opinion  is 
the  fcetor  that  we  commonly  perceive  in 
the  breath  of  patients  under  a  courfe  of 
mercury,  and  the  increafe  with  which  it 
is  ufually  attended  of  almoft  all  the  fecre- 
tions. 

Knowing,  however,  as  we  do,  that  what- 
ever excites  a  quickened  ftate  of  the  cir- 
culation is  commonly  productive  of  an  in- 
creafe to  all  the  fecretions,  and  alfo,  that 
a  quicknefs  of  pulfe  is  a  very  common 
effect  of  mercury,  I  conclude,  that  upon 
this  principle  this  effect  of  the  medicine 
is  more  clearly  explained  than  upon  any 
other  opinion  that  has  yet  been  fuggefted. 
Betides,  we  know  from  actual  obfervation, 
that  the  blood,  during  a  confiderable  part 
of  a  courfe  of  mercury,  inftead  of  being 
thin  and  diflblved,  is  of  a  more  firm  tex- 
ture than  it  ufually  is  in  health.  Mercury, 
when  long  continued  indeed,  never  fails  to 
excite  much  languor  and  debility,  with 
many  of  the  correfponding  fymptoms  of  a 

Vol.  II.  O  putrtfcent 
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pntrefcent  or  fcorbutic  diathefis  ;  but  as 
many  of  the  fymptoms  of  fyphilis  are 
daily  cured  without  this  taking  place, 
there  is  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  this  effect 
of  mercury  upon  the  fyftem  is  in  no  way 
nec  .ffary  for  the  cure  of  the  difeafe. 

In  confirmation  of  this  I  may  remark, 
that  all  the  lighter  degrees  of  Lues  Ve- 
nerea, are  often  removed,  and  in  fome  in- 
ftances  cured,  without  even  the  'faliva 
being  increafed  in  quantity  or  affected 
with  fcetor :  nay,  a  peculiarity  of  confti- 
tution  fometimes  occurs,  in  which  we  can- 
not induce  either  falivation  or  fcetor  of 
breath  by  all  the  mercury  that  we  dare 
venture  to  give. 

2.  The  fymptoms  of  Lues  Venerea 
being  conlidered  by  fome  as  the  effect  of 
a  peculiar  irritation  excited  by  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  venereal  poifon  in  the  fyftem, 
they  have  alfo  ventured  to  fay  that  mer- 
cury cures  the  venereal  irritation,  as  they 
term  it,  by  producing  an  irritation  of  a 
different  kind  *. 

The 

*  Vide  Mr  Hunter's  Treatife  on  the  Venereal  Dif- 
eafe. 
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The  reafoning,  however,  which  has 
been  employed  in  fupport  of  this  opinion, 
feems  to  be  altogether  hypothetical,  and 
directly  contrary  to  many  fads  which 
fall  daily  within  our  obfervation  in  the 
treatment  of  this  difeafe. 

Local  pains  may  for  a  time  be  fufpend- 
ed,  or  they  may  even  be  entirely  removed, 
by  irritation  of  a  different  kind  being  ex- 
cited either  in  the  contiguous  or  fome 
more  diftant  parts  of  the  body ;  but  we 
know  of  no  constitutional  difeafe  that  has 
hitherto  been  cured  by  fuch  means.  This 
affords,  therefore,  much  caufe  to  fuppofe, 
that  the  opinion  is  ill-founded  when  ap- 
plied to  the  action  of  mercury  in  the  cure 
of  Lues  Venerea  j  for  when  no  fuch  ef- 
fect is  found  to  take  place  in  other  dif- 
eafes,  we  cannot,  without  the  ftrongeft 
proofs  were  given  of  it,  be  led  to  imagine 
that  any  thing  fo  very  unufual  mould  take 
place  in  this  difeafe  only.  Mr  Hunter 
indeed  gives  as  the  chief  reafon  which  he 
fuggefts  in  fupport  of  his  opinion,  that 
"  the  difeafe  can  in  many  cafes  be  cured 
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"  by  raifing  a  violent  ftimulus  of  another 
"  kind  I  muft  however  fay,  that  I  ne- 
ver met  with  an  inftance  of  this,  nor  have 
I  been  able  to  hear  of  any  who  have  done 
fo  \  neither  has  Mr  Hunter,  in  treating  of 
the  method  of  cure,  mentioned  any  ar- 
ticle for  the  purpofe  of  curing  the  difeafe 
in  this  manner. 

The  opinion  feems  to  have  arifen  from 
mercury  being  known  to  act  as  a  very 
powerful  ftimulant ;  but  although  this 
will  be  very  generally  admitted,  yet  it  is 
alfo  well  known  that  this  ftimulating  ef- 
fect of  mercury,  is  not  only  unnecelTary 
for  the  cure  of  Lues  Venerea,  but  that  it 
is  one  of  the  moft  diftrefsful  occurrences 
that  we  meet  with  in  the  treatment  of  this 
difeafe,  and  that  the  more  we  can  counter- 
act it,  .confidently  with  the  quantity  of 
the  medicine  to  be  given,  the  more 'cer- 
tainly do  we  fucceed.  So  evidently  in- 
deed is  this  the  cafe,  that  it  may  be  confi- 
dered  as  one  of  the  principal  defiderata  in 

the 
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the  cure  of  fyphilis,  the  means  of  throw- 
ing mercury  in  an  active  ftate  into  the 
fyftem,  and  in  fufficient  quantity  for  the 
fpeedy  cure  of  the  difeafe  without  pro- 
ducing thefe  ftimulating  effects.  Were 
we  poifefled  of  this  the  cure  of  Lues  Ve- 
nerea would  be  accomplished  with  eafe, 
and  probably  in  one  half  of  the  time  that 
is  now  found  neceffary.  With  the  afftft- 
ance  of  anodynes  we  in  fome  degree  coun- 
teract the  ftimulating  effect  of  mercury, 
but  the  moft  powerful  we  can  employ, 
even  opium  itfelf,  is  not  always  fufficient  ; 
fo  that  we  fucceed  only  by  exhibiting  the 
medicine  in  fmall  quantities,  and  inter- 
rupting the  ufe  of  it  altogether  whenever 
it  excites  much  fever,  or  proves  otherwife 
fo  powerfully  ftimulating  as  to  be  produc- 
tive of  much  uneafinefs. 

Another  obvious  proof  may  be  men- 
tioned of  this  ftimulating  effect  of  mer- 
cury being  in  no  degree  necelfary  for  the 
cure  of  Lues  Venerea.  From  time  to  time 
we  meet  with  conftitutions  in  which  none 
of  the  ufiial  effects  of  the  medicine  are 
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ever  produced,  and  yet  even  in  thefe  it  of- 
ten cures  the  difeafe.    I  muft  indeed  ac- 
knowledge, that  it  does  not  with  fuch  cer- 
tainty fucceed  if  falivation  cannot  be  ex- 
cited; but  this  appears  to  proceed  from 
the  mercury  in  thefe  cafes  not  having  en- 
tered the  circulation,  and  in  no  degree 
from  falivation,  as  will  hereafter  appear, 
being  neceffary  in  the  cure  :  neither  does 
the  quicknefs  of  pulfe,  and  other  febrile 
fymptoms  which  mercury  ufually  excite, 
ever  prove  ufeful.    On  the  contrary,  they 
always  impede  the  progrefs  of  the  cure , 
but  from  experience  we  know,  that  a  quan- 
tity of  mercury,  fufficient  for  the  cure  of 
the  difeafe,  cannot  be  thrown  into  the  cir- 
culation, without  being  productive  of  thefe 
diftrefsful  fymptoms.    At  one  time  I  en- 
tertained a  different  opinion  upon  this 
point,  but  I  think  it  fair  to  acknowledge, 
that  farther  and  more  extenfive  experi- 
ence has  convinced  me  of  my  miftake  ; 
and  I  now  from  much  obfervation  know, 
where  falivation,  quicknefs  of  pulfe,  and 
Other  fymptoms  indicating  the  introduc- 
tion 
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tiqn  of  mercury  to  the  circulation  are  not 
induced,  that  we  never  can  be  fure  of  cu- 
ring the  difeafe  however  long  the  mercury 
may  be  continued. 

I  may  farther  remark,  that  if  mercury 
acted  in  the  cure  of  Lues  Venerea  by  the 
irritation  which  it  excites,  other  ftimu- 
lants  ought  alfo  to  do  fo;  but  we  have  not 
one  authenticated  infiance,  either  of  a 
Angle  ftimulant,  or  of  any  combination  of 
medicines  of  this  cla^s,  having  ever  ac- 
complished a  cure,  which  we  cannot  fup- 
pofe  would  have  been  the  cafe  were  the 
opinion  which  we  are  now  confidering 
well  founded. 

3.  Mercury  being  {pecifically  much  ] 
heavier  than  any  of  the  fluids  of  the  hu- 
man body,-  it.  was  a  prevailing  idea  with 
many  that  it  operated  chiefly  in  the  cure 
of  Lues  Venerea  by  its  weight.  This  opi- 
nion, however,  feems  to  be  equally  ill- 
founded  with  the  one  that  we  have  juft 
been  confidering.  It  has  not  been  found 
that  other  articles  of  equal  or  greater 
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ponderofity  cure  this  difeafe.  It  is  diffi- 
cult, or  even  impoffible,  to  conceive  that 
any  medicine  can  prove  ufeful  merely 
from  its  weight ;  and  we  have  no  well 
authenticated  inftance  of  mercury  in  a 
metallic  form  having  ever  been  difcover- 
ed  in  any  of  our  fluids. 

I  may  alfo  obferve,  that  the  real  weight 
of  mercury  that  enters  the  fyftem  in  any 
cafe  of  Lues  Venerea  muft,  for  the  moll: 
part,  be  very  inconfiderable.  Where  the 
more  active  preparations  of  it  are  employ- 
ed this  is  particularly  the  cafe ;  but  even 
where  triturated  mercury  is  ufed  internal- 
ly, the  form  now  in  common  practice,  we 
feldom  find  it  necefTary  to  exceed  three 
or  four  drachms,  and  this  requiring  the 
fpace  of  fix,  eight,  or  ten  weeks,  the  quan- 
tity in  the  conflitution  at  any  one  time 
mult  at  all  times  be  trifling. 

4.  The  moft  prevalent  opinion  upon 
this  queftion  at  prefent  is,  that  mercury 
cures  the  difeafe  by  the  evacuations  which 
it  excites.    This  has  been  fupported  by 
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much  ingenious  argument ;  and  as  it  is 
known  that  mercury  feldom  exifts  in  the 
fyftem  without  producing  an  increafe  of 
one  or  more  of  the  fecretions,  we  need  not 
wonder  at  the  preference  which  on  a  cur- 
fory  view  was  given  to  this  opinion.  I 
think,  however,  that  it  may  be  eafily 
fhewn  that  it  is  not  in  this  manner  that 
mercury  ads  in  the  cure  of  fyphilis. 

If  this  opinion  were  well  founded,  mer- 
cury ought  to  prove  uferul,  or  otherwife, 
in  proportion  to  the  evacuation  which  it 
excites.  At  one  period  this  was  generally 
believed  to  be  the  cafe,  and  accordingly 
the  greatefl  degree  of  falivation  that  a  pa- 
tient could  bear  was  commonly  advifed  ; 
but  now  that  the  treatment  of  fyphilis  is 
better  underftood,  it  is  univerfally  known 
thatfevere  evacuations  are  not  neceflary, 
nay,  that  they  often  retard  the  cure.  It 
happens,  indeed,  as  we  mall  hereafter  more 
particularly  endeavour  to  Ihew,  that  fome 
of  the  mora  inveterate  fymptoms  of  Lues 
Venerea  cannot  always  be  cured  but  with 
fuch  quantities  of  mercury,  as  necelTarily, 
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in  a  great  proportion  of  cafes,  produce  fa- 
livation  to  a  confiderable  height.  But  we 
judge  that  this  is  merely  an  accidental 
property  of  the  medicine,  and  not  necef- 
farily  connected  with  the  cure  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  from  our  being  able  to  remove  all  the 
flighter  degrees  of  it  without  exciting  fa- 
livation,  and  from  cures  being  occalional- 
ly  obtained  even  of  the  moft  inveterate 
fymptoms,  without  either  the  teeth,  gums, 
or  breath  being  affected. 

Neither  does  it  appear  that  the  power 
of  mercury  in  promoting  any  of  the  other 
fecretions  is  in  any  degree  ufeful  in  the 
cure  of  Syphilis ;  at  leafl  inftances  often 
occur  in  which  cures  are  accomplifhed 
without  any  fennble  evacuation  taking 
place.  Nay,  I  have  had  evident  proofs 
of  a  cure  being  retarded  by  mercury  going 
too  freely  off  by  perfpiration  \  and  we 
daily  meet  with  inftances  of  this  where  it 
affects  the  bowels  fo  as  to  excite  diar- 
rhoea. , 

If  mercury  acted  in  the  cure  of  fyphilis 
by  increafmg  the  fecretions,  other  eva- 
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cuants  might  alfo  be  fuppofed  to  prove 
fuccefsful  :  But  no  inftance  of  this  has 
happened,  while  we  cannot  doubt  but 
that  it  muft  have  been  frequently  percei- 
ved if  any  advantage  had  ever  enfued 
from  them.  The  neceflity  of  promoting 
one  or  other  of  the  fecretions  for  the 
cure  of  other  difeafes  is  fo  frequent,  and 
Lues  Venerea  fo  often  takes  place  along 
with  other  fymptoms,  that  every  doubt 
would  long  ago  have  been  removed.  If 
the  opinion  which  we  are  now  confidering 
had  been  well  founded  every  practitioner 
muft  have  obferved  inftances  of  the  dif- 
cafe  being  cured  by  diaphoretics,  diure- 
tics, and  other  evacuants ;  but  none  will 
probably  aflert  that  they  have  done  fo. 

We  might,  a  priori,  fuppofe,  that  fyphi- 
lis  cannot  be  cured  by  evacuants,  but  we 
know  from  experience  that  it  is  fo,  and 
that  they  do  not  even  afford  relief  in  any 
of  the  fymptoms.  We  can  eafily  conceive 
how  thofe  difeafes  that  origifiate  from 
affections  of  the  folids,  particularly  fuch 
as  are  produced  by  fpafm,  or  ftriclure 

upon 
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upon  the  furface,  may  be  much  allevi- 
ated, or  even  altogether  removed,  by  the 
operation  of  diaphoretics.    By  removing 
the  caufe  the  effecT:  ought  foon  to  ceafe. 
But  where  fymptoms  are  induced  by  con- 
tagion in  the  general  'mafs  of  blood, 
and  where  this  contagion  has  a  power 
of  propagating  itfelf,  as  we  have  fhewn 
to  be  the  cafe  in  Lues  Venerea,  it  does 
not  appear  how   they  are  to  be  remo- 
ved by  evacuations.    By  the  ufe  of  dia- 
phoretics and  other  evacuants  the  quan- 
tity of  fluids  in  the  fyftem  may  no  doubt 
be  lenened,  but  this  will  not  alter  the  na- 
ture of  thofe  that  remain :  If  they  were 
difeafed  before  they  will  ft  ill  continue  to 
be  fo ;  for  it  is  not  alleged  that  medicines 
of  this  nature  have  the  power  of  difcharg- 
ing  thofe  parts  of  the  blood  that  are  dif- 
eafed and  leaving  fuch  only  as  are  found, 
and  yet  this  would  necenarily  be  the  cafe 
if  the  venereal  kdifeafe  could  be  cured  by 
evacuants. 

5-  Of 
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5.  Of  all  the  opinions  that  have  yet 
been  advanced  concerning  the  operation 
of  mercury  in  the  cure  of  Lues  Venerea, 
that  which  fuppofes  it  to  act  as  an  anti- 
dote is  liable  to  the  leaft  difficulty.  This 
was  long  ago  very  univerfally  admitted, 
nor  was  much  doubt  ever  entertained  of 
it,  till  attempts  were  made  by  theoretical 
writers  to  account  for  every  difeafe,  and 
for  the  operation  of  every  medicine,  upon 
fuch  general  principles  as  are  not  often 
applicable  in  practice.  Where  principles 
of  this  kind  are  clear  and  evident,  they 
ought  certainly  to  be  adopted,  but  the 
fureft  method  of  having  them  overlooked 
in  every  cafe,  is  to  attempt  to  introduce 
them  in  all.  By  doing  fo,  abfurdities 
mult  often  be  admitted  which  tend  to  in- 
validate the  whole,  and  by  which  many 
are  led  to  throw  afide  reafoning  in  all 
cafes,  who  willingly  would  go  into  it  if 
our  fyftems  of  theory  were  confined  to 
fuch  queftions  as  it  is  in  our  power  to  ex- 
plain. 

Writers 
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Writers  of  this  clafs  deny  the  antidotal 
power  of  every  medicine,  merely  from 
their  not  being  able  to  account  for  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  act.  They  do  not  confi- 
der  that  many  of  the  molt  common  opera- 
tions of  chemiftry  are  equally  inexplicable. 
Thus  no  perfon  can  fay  why  or  in  what 
manner  the  properties  of  an  alkali  mould 
inftantly  be  deftroyed  by  an  acid  brought 
into  contact  with  it.  I  do  not  fay  that 
the  operation  of  mercury  in  the  cure  of 
fyphilis  is  analogous  to  this  ;  but  the  one 
I  think  is  equally  incomprehensible  with 
the  other,  and  that  mercury  acts  in  this 
difeafe  confiftently  with  the  idea  which 
we  affix  to  an  antidote  is  at  leaft  highly 
probable.  What  I  conceive  to  be  the 
property  of  an  antidote,  is,  that  when  it 
comes  in  contact  with  the  poifon  for  which 
it  is  appropriated,  it  either  renders  it  al- 
together inert  or  fo  far  changes  its  nature 
that  no  dileterious  effects  are  produced 
by  it.  Now  it  fo  happens  that  we  can 
bring  more  decifive  proofs  of  this  being 
the  effect  of  mercury  in  the  cure  of  Lues 
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Venerea,  than  we  might  at  firft  imagine 
would  be  in  our  power  in  accounting  for 
the  action  of  any  medicine  in  the  cure  of 
any  difeafe.  Among  others  the  following 
may  be  enumerated. 

'3  ft,  We  know  by  experiment  that  the 
matter  of  Lues  Venerea  on  being  mixed 
with  triturated  mercury  is  rendered  inert, 
and  will  not  produce  the  difeafe.  The 
.fact  is  recorded  by  the  bell:  authority,  the 
late  Doctor  Cullen,  who  having  fupport- 
ed  more  ably  perhaps  than  any  other  per- 
fon  an  oppofite  opinion,  we  are  not  to  fup- 
pofe  that  he  would  have  given  room  to 
what  militated  fo  ftrongly  againft  it  if  he 
had  not  been  convinced  of  the  fact  being; 
well  founded.    His  words  are,  "  A  phy- 
fician  took  a  quantity  of  matter  from  a 
venereal  chancre,  and  mixing  it  with  a 
quantity  of  Plenk's  gummy  folution  of 
mercury,  he  applied  this  mixture  to  a 
found  perfon,  but  could  not  find  that  it 
produced  either  chancre  or  any  other  fy- 
philitic  fymptom*."    This  fact  of  itfelf 

might 
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might  be  judged  to  be  decifive,  but  more 
complete  conviction  is  obtained  of  its  be- 
ing fo  from  every  view  that  we  can  take  of 
the  chief  phenomena  obferved  to  occur 
from  the  operation  of  mercury  in  the  cure 
of  this  difeafe. 

2dly,  We  have  daily  evidence  of  the 
power  of  mercury  in  the  cure  of  venereal 
fores,  not  merely  by  acting  upon  the  dif- 
eafe in  the  conftitution,  but  on  being  lo- 
cally applied  to  chancres  and  other  ul- 
cers. 

In  anfwer  to  this  it  is  faid  that  thefe 
fores  may  be  cured  by  other  articles  be- 
sides mercury.  Allowing  this  to  be  the 
cafe,  it  is  fufficient  for  our  purpofe  that 
they  are  more  certainly  and  more  fpeedi- 
]y  cured  by  mercurial  applications  than 
by  any  others  ;  a  fact  fo  notorious  that 
mercury  in  one  form  or  other  is  now  the 
chief  drefiing  for  chancres  all  over  Eu- 
rope. Copper  has  been  much  extolled  for 
this  purpofe,  but  although  I  have  ufed  it 
in  every  variety  of  form,  it  has  never 
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proved  equal  to  the  different  preparations 
of  mercury. 

It  is  alfo  fa  id  that  mercury  does  not  al- 
ways cure  venereal  ulcers,  which  it  ought 
we  are  told,  to  do,  if  it  acted  as  an  anti- 
dote. This  kind  of  cavil,  however,  re- 
quires no  ferious  refutation.  We  may  re- 
gret that  our  medicines  will  not  cure  every 
difeafe,  but  all  will  allow  that  we  are  more 
certain  of  curing  fyphilis  by  means  of 
mercury  than  of  removing  any  other  dif- 
eafe by  any  remedy  whatever. 

3dly,  Belides  thefe  local  effects  of  mer- 
cury upon  the  matter  of  Lues  Venerea, 
we  have  the  cleareft  proofs  that  can  be 
wifhed  for  of  its  acting  as  an  antidote  to 
the  virus  through  the  whole  progrefs  of 
the  difeafe.  Nay  the  very  practice  of 
thofe  who  combat  this  opinion  tends  to 
evince  it,  although  they  do  not  feem  to  be 
fenfible  of  its  doing  fo.  The  firfl  fymp- 
tom  of  the  difeafe  that  commonly  fucceeds 
to  chancre,  is  bubo,  -produced,  as  is  now 
univerfally  known,  by  the  venereal  virus 
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being  abforbed  and  lodged  in  a  lymphatic 
gland.  Now  it  is  acknowledged  by  all 
who  have  confidered  the  fubject,  that  our 
beft  practice  here  is  to  bring  the  mercury 
that  we  mean  to  employ  as  quickly  as 
poffible  into  contact  with  the  virus  lodged 
in  the  obftmcted  gland.  Nay,  of  fo  much 
importance  is  it  that  this  mould  be  done, 
that  although  we  may  prevent  the  fyftem 
from  fuffering,  by  ufing  the  medicine  in 
a  different  manner,  yet  no  other  practice 
will  prevent  the  virus  from  continuing  to 
irritate  the  obftrucled  gland  till  it  is  at 
lalt  thrown  out  by  a  complete  formation 
of  matter.  Now  in  what  manner  does 
the  mercury  act  here  ?  It  cannot  be  by 
difiblving  the  texture  of  the  blood,  for  we 
have  already  fliewn  that  this  does  not 
happen  if  it  be  not  from  a  courfe  of  mer- 
cury long  continued,  while  buboes  are 
often  removed  by  a  very  fhort  applica- 
tion of  it.  It  cannot  be  by  its  weight,  for 
a  few  grains  of  it  often  proves  fufiicient ; 
and  befides,  it  .  would  have  in  molt  inftan- 
ces  to  act  contrary  to  its  own  gravity. 
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It  is  not  by  exciting  irritation,  under  any 
kind  of  modification,  for  when  mercury 
fucceeds-  in  refolving  thefe  tumours  the 
pain  produced  by  the  firft  formation  of 
them  very  quickly  fubfides,  while  no  ir- 
ritation of  any  other  kind  ever  fucceeds  to 
it.  Neither  does  it  act  by  exciting  eva- 
cuation \  nor  could  evacuations  be  of  any 
avail.  The  difeafe  is  here  in  a  local  fiate  : 
In  the  formation  of  bubo  the  matter  does 
not  neceffarily  enter  the  fyftein,  fo  that 
there  is  nothing  to  carry  off.  I  there- 
fore think  we  may  fairly  conclude,  that 
as  the  action  of  mercury  in  the  cure  of 
buboes  cannot  be  explained  in  any  other 
manner,  and  as  we  find  from  the  tefti- 
mony  of  all  practitioners,  that  it  does  not 
tend  to  remove  them  by  difcuffion  if  it  be 
not  brought  into  direct  contact  with  the 
venereal  virus,  that  it  proves  effectual 
only  by  acting  as  an  antidote.  In  my 
opinion  this  affords  the  clearer!  proof 
of  its  doing  fo  that  can  be  defired.  It 
even  removes  the  objection  that  has 
been  ftated  to  the  antidotal  power  which 
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we  fuppofe  mercury  to  exert  in  the  cure 
of  Chancres,  where  it  is  faid  that  thefe 
fores  can  he  cured  by  other  applications; 
for  in  the  treatment  of  buboes  no  practi- 
tioner has  ever  ventured  to  fuppofe  that 
they  can  be  refolved  by  the  abforption  of 
any  other  remedy  but  mercury. 

4thly,  In  tracing  the  effect  of  mercury 
upon  the  venereal  virus  ftill  farther,  we 
have  all  along  the  clearer!  evidence  of  its 
acting  as  an  antidote.  In  the  treatment 
of  many  of  the  fymptoms  of  fyphilis,  al~ 
moft  as  foon  as  we  can  fuppofe  the  mer- 
cury to  have  entered  the  fyftem,  the  fame 
kind  of  relief  is  obtained  which  we  expe- 
rience from  this  remedy  when  it  proves 
fuccefsful  in  refolving  buboes.  This  is 
particularly  the  cafe  in  the  venereal  fore 
throat,  where  a  good  deal  of  uneafinefs 
generally  prevails  till  mercury  is  given, 
and  in  which  much  relief  is  commonly  ob- 
tained foon  after  it  is  employed,  without 
any  other  irritation  being  excited,  and  of- 
ten 
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ten  before  the  medicine  has  produced  any 
evacuation  whatever. 

5thly,  We  conclude  that  the  relief  ex- 
perienced from  the  internal  ufe  of  mer- 
cury in  the  treatment  of  local  venereal 
fymptoms  proceeds  from  the  medicine 
coming  in  contact  with  the  virus,  in  the 
fir  ft  place,  from  our  finding,  as  I  have 
juft  obferved,  that  it  is  analogous  to  what 
happens  in  the  cure  of  buboes,  where  we 
know  that  the  mercury  is  directly  applied 
to  the  virus ;  and  fecondly,  from  our  ha- 
ving convincing  proofs  of  the  medicine 
entering  the  circulation  almoft  in  every 
cafe  in  which  it  proves  fuccefsful,  and 
therefore  that  it  muft  be  applied  to  every 
part  that  is  difeafed.  Some  indeed  have 
alleged  that  mercury  never  enters  the  cir- 
culation. In  a  metallic  form  this  may 
perhaps  be  the  cafe,  but  that  the  eflential 
parts  of  it  pafs  into  the  fyftem  is  obvious, 
not  merely  from  its  influence  in  curing 
difeafes,  but  from  the  tafte  which  it  gives 
to  the  faliva,  although  it  be  abforbed  at 

*  3  a 
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a  diftant  part  of  the  body  3  and  from  the 
effecT:  produced  by  the  exhalation  of  a 
perfon  under  mercury  upon  gold  and  fil-- 
ver  carried  in  the  pocket,  which  is  exactly 
fimilar  to  that  which  occurs  from  mercu- 
ry being  rubbed  upon  thefe  metals. 

6thly,  It  has  been  ftated  as  an  objection 
to  this  opinion,  t  at  the  quantity  of  mer- 
cury employed  for  the  cure  of  Lues  Ve- 
nerea is  fo  fmall,  that  it  is  difficult  to  con- 
ceive how  it  can  have  influence  upon  the 
general  mafs  of  blood,  to  which  it  bears 
fuch  a  fmall  proportion.  To  obviate  this- 
difficulty  an  ingenious  opinion  has  been- 
offered.  As  we  perceive  the  venereal  vi- 
rus to  produce  effects  chiefly  upon  parti- 
cular parts,  it  is-  fuppofed  that  all  that 
exifts  of  it  in  the  mafs  of  blood  may  be 
thrown  out  upon  or  be  attracted  by  thefe 
parts,  and  therefore  that  the  mercury  em- 
ployed in  the  cure,  inflead  of  acYmg  upon 
the  general  mafs  of  blood,  may  be  fup- 
pofed  to  exert  all  its  influence  upon  the 
difeafed  parts  only  *. 

*  Vide  Obfervations  on  Mercury,  by  Dr  Andrew 
Duncan,  Profeffor  of  Medicine  in  the  Univerfity  C 
Edinburgh. 
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I  think  it  more  probable,  however* 
from  many  of  the  phenomena  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  and  it  muft  undoubtedly  be  fo  if 
the  opinion  which  I  thus  endeavour  to  fup- 
port  be  well  founded,  that  the  whole  mafs 
of  blood  is  tainted  m  an  equal  degree 
while  any  part  of.  the  contagion  remains 
in  the  constitution,  and  that  the  mercury 
employed  in  the  cure  acts  equally  upon 
every  part  of  it.  We  know  that  the  dif- 
eafe  itfelf  may  be  produced  by  a  very 
fmall  particle  of  matter.  We  may  juft 
as  readily  fuppofe  therefore  that  it  may 
be  cured  by  a  fmall  quantity  of  any  re- 
medy that  acts  as  its  antidote  ;  and  it  is 
perhaps  equally  difficult  to  explain  the 
manner  in  which  fucli  a  fmall  portion  of 
matter  acts  in  ailimilating  quickly  to  its 
own  nature  fuch  a  large  proportion  of  our 
fluids,  as  it  is  to  account  for  l;he  manner 
in  which  the  mercury  operates  which  we 
employ  for  curing  the  fymptoms  produced 
by  it. 

Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  as  the  ac- 
tion of  mercury  in  the  cure  of  Lues  Vene- 
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rea  is  not  accounted  for  by  any  other 
Opinion  that  has  yet  been  propofed ;  as  we 
have  complete  evidence  of  the  difeafe  be- 
ing at  all  times  the  effect  of  contagious 
matter  having  got  accefs  to  the  blood  5  as 
the  local  effects  of  this  matter  are  cured 
by  mercury,  whether  they  appear  in  the 
form-  of  ulcers  or  by  obstructing  the  lym- 
phatic glands ;  as  no  other  remedy  hither- 
to employed  operates  with  certainty, either 
in  removing  this  matter  from  the  blood, 
or  in  obviating  the  effects  of  it ;  as  mer- 
cury feldom  or  never  fails  in  curing  fy- 
philis,  when  it  can  be  made  in  fufficient 
quantity  to  enter  the  blood,  if  it  be  not 
when  Lues  Venerea  is  connected  with 
other  difeafes,  or  with  fuch  peculiarities 
of  court itution  as  will  not  bear  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  mercury  jr,  and  as  no  inrtance 
perhaps  can  be  adduced  of  a  cure  being 
accomplished  where  the  prefence  of  mer- 
cury in  the  blood  was  not  rendered  obvi- 
ous either  by  the  ufual  effects  of  it  upon 
the  mouth  or  upon  gold  and  filver  car- 
ried in  the  pocket,  we  have  no  reafon  to 

doubt 


Sea.  IV. 


in  Lues  Venerea 


217 


doubt  of  this  remedy  operating  perhaps 
entirely  as  an  antidote  3  that  is,  by  ren- 
dering the  matter  of  contagion  inert  or 
incapable  either  of  exciting  the  difeafe, 
or  continuing  the  fymptoms  even  after  the 
difeafe  has  been  produced. 


IV.  Of  the  Preparations  of  Mercury. 

I  have  already  had  occafion  to  ob- 
serve that  crude  mercury  is  not  folubte 
in  any  of  the  fluids  which  it  ufually  meets 
with  in  the  human  body  ;  and  as  no  ef- 
fects refult  from  it  while  it  remains  in 
this  infoluble  flate,  it  has  been  confidered 
as  a  very  important  abject  to  prepare  it 
in  fuch  a  manner  that  it  may  with  moil 
eafe  and  fafety  be  introduced  into  the  fyf- 
tem  in  a  foluble  form.  It  unfortunately 
happens,  however,  that  all  the  active  pre- 
parations of  mercury,  I  mean  fuch  as 
prove  effectual  in  curing  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe, are  apt  to  excite  very  difagreeable 
fymptoms,    particularly  falivation  to  a 

difirefsful 
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diftrefsful  height,  purging,  and  general 
debility.  Scarcely  any  practical  point 
therefore  has  met  with  more  attention  than 
the  different  methods  of  exhibiting  mer- 
cury. Regular  practitioners  have  in  all 
countries  been  anxious  to  render  mercury 
at  the  fame  time  active  and  fafe,  while  it 
has  been  the  pride  of  every  empirick  to 
be  able  to  boaft  of  fome  new  difcovery  by 
which  this  remedy  may  be  given  with 
freedom  and  fafety,  without  being  depri- 
ved of  any  of  its  eflential  properties. 

The  preparations  of  mercury  are  ac- 
cordingly numerous  :  I  could  mention 
upwards  of  five  hundred.  The  confe- 
quence  of  which  is,  that  much  doubt 
and  uncertainty  has  taken  place  concern- 
ing them  y  for  while  one  preparation  has 
been  in  common  ufe  with  fome  practi- 
tioners, we  find  it  entirely  neglected  by 
others;  and  in  fome  countries  preparations 
of  mercury  are  employed  daily  which  in 
others  are  very  generally  condemned. 

This  would  lead  to  the  conclufion  of 
our  being  able  to  cure  the  difeafe,  with 

perhaps 
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perhaps  equal  eafe  and  fafety,  with  a  great 
variety  of  thefe  preparations,  and  this  I 
believe  to  be  in  forae  meafure  the  cafe. 
We  are  very  apt  to  fall  into  a  routine  of 
practice,  from  which  it  is  with  fome  diffi- 
culty that  we  emerge,  and  which  there- 
fore every  practitioner  ought  early  in 
life  to  avoid.  In  no  inftance  is  the 
want  of  attention  to  this  more  confpicuous 
than  in  our  practice  in  Lues  Venerea, 
where  the  fame  practitioner  very  conv 
monly  perfifts  in  the  fame  method  of  ex- 
hibiting mercury,  and  is  therefore  foon 
induced  to  fuppofe  that  no  other  is  equal- 
ly powerful;  whereas,  were  he  to  make 
trial  of  others,  he  would  find  many  by 
which  the  difeafe  can  be  cured  with  equal 
ieafe,  expedition,  and  certainty.  To  enu- 
merate all  the  preparations  of  mercury 
tthat  have  been  employed,  could  anfwer 
no  good  purpofe  ;  and  being  unnecelfary, 
1  the  attempt  would  be  improper.  I  mall 
Shortly  mention,  however,  all  fuch  as  are 
in  general  ufe,  with  the  views  which  prac- 
titioners 
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titioners  have  in  giving  a  preference  of 
one  to  the  other. 

It  is  found  by  experience  that  mercury 
may  be  rendered  foluble,  fo  as  to  prove 
active  when  received  into  the  fyftem,  by 
three  different  procenes ;  by  trituration  ; 
by  calcination;  and  by  folution  in  various 
acids. 

Whether  any  property  is  communica- 
ted by  any  of  thefe  proceffes  to  mercury 
which  it  did  not  before  poflefs  it  may  be 
difficult  to  determine.  It  would  appear 
that  they  render  mercury  active  nearly 
in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  folubility 
which  they  give  to  it ;  and  this  again 
feems  to  depend  in  a  great  meaiure  upon 
the  degree  of  feparation  which  thefe  pro- 
ceffes produce  between  the  different  par- 
ticles of  the  mercury  :  At  leaft  this  is 
clearly  the  effect  of  trituration.  We  have 
feen  that  in  a  crude  ftate  this  metal  is 
altogether  inert;  we  find  by  experience 
that  it  proves  active  in  proportion  to  the 
trituration  which  it  receives ;  and  as  by 
calcination  and  folution  it  becomes  ftill 

more 
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more  active  than  it  can  be  made  by  tri- 
ture  alone,  we  conclude  that  thefe  procef- 
fes  are  better  calculated  for  producing  a 
more  complete  divifion  of  its  particles. 

By  agitation  alone  mercury  may  be  re- 
duced to  the  flate  of  a  powder,  as  was 
lirfl  attempted  by  Doctor  Boerhaave,  and 
afterwards  by  the  very  ingenious  Doctor 
Saunders  of  London  \  but  the  length  of 
time  required  for  this  being  confiderable, 
practitioners  have  been  accuftomed  to  tri- 
turate the  mercury  with  fuch  fubftances  as 
tend  more  effectually  to  keep  the  particles 
of  the  metal  feparate  from  each  other,  by 
which,  while  the  virtue  of  the  medicine 
is  not  lefTened,  the  procefs  for  obtaining 
it  is  much  fhortened.  This,  accordingly, 
is  the  foundation  of  various  active  prepa- 
rations of  mercury,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing are  in  moft  frequent  ufe. 

I.  Where  mercury  is  triturated  with 
unctuous  fubftances,  and  ufed  externally 
only,  as  is  the  cafe  in  the  emplaftrum  hy- 
drargyri  of  the  London  and  Edinburgh 

difpenfatories, 
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difpenfatories,  and  in  the  unguentum  hy- 
drargyri  vel  mercuriale, 

II.  Where  it  is  triturated  with  gums, 
mucilages,  and  faccharine  fubftances,  and 
chiefly  employed  for  internal  ufe,  as  in 
the.  pilulae  hydrargyri  pharm.  Lond.  et 
Edin.;  in  the  folutio  mercurialis  gummofa 
of  Plenk  \  in  the  inje&io  mercurialis ;  and 
mel  mercuriale. 

III.  Where  it  is  triturated  with  dry  cal- 
careous powders,  fuch  as  crabs  eyes,  and 
prepared  chalk,  forming  what  is  ufually 
termed  mercurius  alkalifatus  % 

Belides  thefe,  mercury  might  be  tritu- 
rated with  other  fub fiances  ,with  perhaps 
equal  advantage.  Sulphur  alone  feems  to 
render  it  inert,  or  nearly  fo.  The  more 
friction  that  is  given  to  mercury  mixed 
with  other  fubftances  the  more  active  it 
becomes,  while  the  more  that  it  is  rub- 
bed 

*  Prefcriptions  for  each  of  thefe,  as  well  as  for  the 
preparation  of  every  other  aiticle  which  I  fhall  have  oc- 
cafion  to  mention,  will  be  given  in  the  Appendix. 
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bed  with  fulphur  the  more  inert  it  is  ren- 
dered. 

A  very  active  preparation  of  mercury 
is  obtained  by  means  of  heat  s  it  is  term- 
ted  mercurius  calcinatus,  and  is  the  balls 
of  different  pills  and  powders.  In  this 
procefs  the  mercury  is  reduced  to  a  calx 
by  long  expofure  to  a  very  confidernble 
degree  of  heat. 

Mercury  is  found  to  be  more  or  lefs 
foluble  in  every  acid,  and  the  calx  or  fafr 
obtained  from  thefe  folutions  gives  the 
moil  *  active  form  of  the  remedy  with 
which  we  are  acquainted. 

I  ft,  Mercury  combined  with  the  muri- 
atic acid  gives,  by  different  procefTes,  the 
mercurius  fublimatus  corrofivus,  or  hy- 
drargyrus  muriatus  corrofivus  j  and  mer- 
curius dulcis,  calomel,  or  hydrargyrus 
rnuriatus  mitis ;  from  the  firft  of  which 
are  prepared  the  folutio  mercurii  fpirituo- 
fa  of  Van  Swieton  5  the  aqua  phagadenica 
and  other  watery  folutions  of  corrofive 
fablimate  of  different  authors,  and  pilulae  0 
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mercurio  corrofivo.  From  the  latter,  viz. 
mercurhis  dulcis,  are  prepared  a  variety 
of  active  formulae  both  for  internal  and 
external  ufe  5  but  thefe  differing  only  in 
the  vehicles  by  which  they  are  convey- 
ed it  is  not  necelTary  to  enumerate  them 
here. 

2dly,  With  the  acid  of  nitre,  from 
which  is  prepared  mercurius  precipitatus 
ruber,  the  balls  of  various  external  appli- 
cations j  unguentum  hydrargyri  nitrati 
mitius,  vel  unguentum  citrinum  ;  and  pul- 
vis  mercurii  cinereus. 

3dly,  With  the  vitriolic  acid,  with  which 
we  prepare  turpethum  minerale,  or  hy- 
dragyrus  vitrolatus  flavus. 

4thly,  With  the  acid  of  vinegar,  from 
which  is  prepared  Keyfer's  pills ;  analo- 
gous to  which  is  the  terre  feuillete  mer- 
curielle  of  Preflavin,  prepared  with  mer- 
cury dhTolved  in  the  acid  of  tartar. 

Mercury 
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Mercury  has  alfo  been  diffolved  in  the 
acids  of  lemons,  fugar,  borax,  arfenic,  and 
lpar  5  and  in  a  greater  or  leffer  degree  it  is 
foluble,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  in  per- 
haps every  acid  ;  but  as  every  ufeful  pur- 
pofe  of  the  medicine  may  be  obtained 
from  one  or  other  of  the  foregoing  forms, 
it  appears  to  be  unnecefTary  to  enumerate 
more  ;  particularly,  as  thofe  who  wifh  for 
farther  information  will  readily  obtain  it 
in  the  various  Difpenfatories  publimed  in 
different  parts  of  Europe. 

It  may  here  be  proper  to  remark,  that 
although  all  of  thefe  preparations  are  in 
appearance  different  from  each  other,  yet 
all  of  them  feem  to  have  nearly  the  fame 
effect  upon  the  mercury.  They  tend  all 
to  reduce  it  to  the  form  of  a  calx,  and  in 
proportion  as  the  calcination  is  complete- 
ly accomplifhed  the  medicine  becomes  ac- 
tive or  otherwife.  Even  the  trituration 
of  mercury  has  the  effect  of  reducing  it 
to  the  ftate  of  a  calx,  and  it  is  obvioufly 
in  this  mariner  that  it  is  acted  upon  by 
acids  'y  for  when  diffolved  in  acids,  and 

Vol.  II.  the 


226        Of  the  Remedies  ufed  Ch.  IV. 


the  foliation  evaporated,  nothing  but  a 
pure  calx  is  obferved  to  remain. 

But  although  all  of  thefe  preparations 
of  mercury  feem  to  be  more  or  lefs  active 
according  as  the  calx  which  they  produce 
is  more  or  lefs  perfect,  there  is  however 
a  manifeft  difference  in  the  calces  that 
we  obtain  from  them.  All  of  them  pro- 
duce the  d i ft ingui filing  charaderiftics  of 
mercury  upon  the  fyftem;  they  cure  the 
venereal  difeafe,  and  they  excite  faliva- 
tion;  but  this  is  done  much  more  eafily, 
and  with  lefs  diftrefs  in  the  operation,  by 
fome  of  thefe  than  by  others. 

Of  all  the  preparations  of  mercury  thofe 
that  we  derive  from  triture  alone  feem  to 
be  the  beft  for  general  ufe.  They  cure 
the  venereal  difeafe  with  the  fame  cer- 
tainty as  the  others,  and  they  do  not  fo 
readily  affect  the  ftomach  and  bowels  ; 
although  the  faline  preparations  of  mer- 
cury, when  completely  feparated  from  the 
acid  with  which  they  are  combined,  may, 
under  proper  management,  be  given  with 
perfect  fafety,  and  with  equal  certainty 
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of  curins;  the  difeafe.  Corrofive  fubli- 
mate  mercury,  as  it  is  termed,  is  one  of 
the  molt  acrid  of  all  the  mercurial  cal- 
ces*, infomuch  that  fcarcely  any  perfon 
can  bear  it  in  the  doze  of  a  grain,  and 
in  the  quantity  of  a  very  few  grains  it 
acts  as  a  poifon  5  but  even  this  very  acrid 
remedy  is  rendered  fo  mild  by  being  de- 
prived of  the  acid  with  which  the  mer- 
cury is  united,  that  in  the  form  of  calo- 
mel it  may  with  fafety  be  given  to  the  ex- 
tent of  feveral  grains  at  once  f .  We  find 
alio  that  the  faline  calces  of  mercury 
prove  in  fome  degree  acrid  in  proportion 
to  the  ftrength  of  the  acid  with  which 
they  are  combined  \  hence  all  the  com- 
binations of  mercury  with  the  muriatic 
acid,  with  the  acid  of  nitre,  and  the  vi- 
triolic acid,  prove  much  more  acrid  than 
the  calces  obtained  from  mercury  united 
with  the  acetous  acid,  or  acid  of  tartar. 
It  is  therefore  probable,  if  thefe  prepara- 
tions of  mercury  could  be  entirely  de- 

2  prived 


*  Vide  Appendix,  Nc.  8. 
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prived  of  their  faline  combinations,  that 
they  would  not  differ  in  any  material 
point  from  the  preparations  obtained  of 
this  metal  by  triture. 

As  yet,  however,  we  have  not  been  able 
by  any  procefs  to  which  they  have  been 
fubjected,  to  prevent  them  from  operating 
very  differently  upon  the  human  body, 
according  to  the  kind  of  acid  with  which 
they  are  prepared.  Thus,  while  fimple 
triturated  mercury  acts  chiefly  upon  the 
falivary  glands,  mercurius  fublimatus  cor- 
rofivus  is  more  apt  to  act  as  a  diaphoretic, 
and  it  readily  excites  naufea  and  vomit- 
ing. The  fame  preparation  again,  when 
more  completely  deprived  of  its  acid,  does 
not  feem  to  affect  the  fkin,  nor  in  final! 
dofes  does  it  fo  readily  injure  the  ftomach, 
while  it  acts  with  more  certainty  as  a 
purge.  Indeed  calomel,  in  proper  dofes, 
is  perhaps  one  of  our  fureft  purgatives  ; 
and  in  order  to  act  upon  the  falivary 
glands  it  mull  either  be  given  in  fmall 
dofes,  frequently  repeated,  or  combined 
with  opium  or  fome   other  aftringent. 

,  Mercurius 
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Mercurius  cinerius  is  alfo  apt  to  act  parti- 
cularly upon  the  bowels,  while  the  com^ 
bination  of  mercury  with  the  vitriolic 
acid  in  the  form  of  Turbeth's  mineral, 
or  hydrargyrus  vitriolatus  flavus,  chiefly 
operates  upon  the  ftomach* 

It  is  proper  that  in  practice  thefe  differ- 
ent actions  of  the  preparations  of  mercury 
mould  be  kept  in  view ;  for  although  all 
of  them,  as  I  have  obferved  already,  will, 
under  proper  management,  cure  the  ve-. 
nereal  difeafe,  fome  advantage  is  occa- 
sionally obtained  from  adapting  them  as 
much  as  poffible  to  the  nature  of  the 
fymptoms  for  which  they  are  intended* 
Thus,  when  a  mercurial  emetic  is  wifhed 
for,  we  give  Turbeth's  mineral ;  calomel 
is  always  given  as  a  mercurial  purgative  y 
and  in  particular  affections  of  the  (kin 
eorrolive  fublimate  appears  in  fome  in- 
stances to  fucceed  where  other  prepara- 
tions of  mercury  have  failed. 


0.3  V.  Of 
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V.  Of  the  different  Methods  of  exhibiting 

Mercury, 

In  the  cure  of  Lues  Venerea,  mercury, 
in  every  form,  a<5ts  either  locally  upon 
particular  fymptoms,  or  it  enters  the  fyf- 
tem  and  cures  the  difeafe  of  the  conftitu- 
tion.  I  mail  afterwards  have  occahon  to 
fpeak  more  particularly  of  the  treatment 
of  the  local  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  at 
prefent  we  mall  attend  chiefly  to  the  dif- 
ferent methods  of  throwing  mercury  into 
the  fyftem. 

Three  different  methods  have  been  em- 
ployed for  exhibiting  mercury  -?  by  con- 
veying it  in  the  form  of  fumes ;  by  taking- 
one  or  other  of  the  preparations  of  mer- 
cury into  the  ftomach  ;  and  by  applying 
them  to  the  furface  of  the  body. 

The  fumes  of  mercury  are  applied  to 
the  body  by  burning  mercurial  calces  in 
the  patient's  chamber.  By  thus  breath- 
ing. 
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ing,  as  it  were,  a  mercurial  atmofphere, 
and  having  the  fumes  equally  applied  to 
every  part  of  the  furface  of  the  body,  the 
ufual  effects  of  mercury  upon  the  fyftem 
are  foon  produced,  more  quickly  perhaps 
than  by  any  other  method.  Cinnabar  is 
commonly  employed  for  this  purpofe  \  but 
Turbeth's  mineral,  with  the  addition  of 
fulphur,  and  iEthiop's  mineral,  anfwer 
equally  well. 

Where  it  is  meant  to  raife  a  falivation 
fuddenly,  or  to  throw  mercury  quickly 
into  the  fyftem,  this  is  perhaps  the  fureft 
method  of  doing  it  ;  for  with  the  fumes 
of  mercury  a  falivation  is  fometimes  ex- 
cited in  the  courfe  of  a  few  hours.  This 
brought  the  practice  into  much  reputa- 
tion, when  falivation  alone  was  confider- 
ed  as  the  chief  part  of  the  cure  ;  but  now 
when  it  is  known  that  Lues  Venerea  may 
be  cured  without  any  fevere  degree  of  fa- 
livation being  excited ;  that  the  more  gra- 
dually mercury  is  thrown  into  the  fyftem, 
the  more  effectually  it  operates  \  and  that 
very  violent  effects  are  fometimes  produ- 
ce 4  ced 
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ced  by  fumegating  with  mercury,  the 
practice  has  of  late  been  very  generally 
laid  afide 

I  think,  however,  that  it  may  occafion- 
ally  be  employed  with  advantage  y  and  in 
different  inftances  I  have  found  this  to  be 
the  cafe.  I  will  not  fay  that'  it  mould 
ever  come  into  general  practice,  but  I  am 
clearly  of  opinion  that  it  mould  not  in  all 
cafes  be  laid  ande.  The  fumes  of  mer- 
cury being  applied  to  venereal  fores  will 
fometimes  forward  a  cure  when  every 
other  preparation  has  been  tried  in  vain  ; 
and  I  have  met  with  a  few  cafes  in  which 
the  mercury  either  went  off  too  rapidly 
by  ftool,  when  taken  into  the  ftomach,  or 
where  it  was  riot  abforbed  if  applied  in 
the  form  of  unction  to  the  furface  of  the 

.  5  «.  ft  i 

body,  and  in  which  it  foon  proved  effec- 
tual when  ufed  in  this  manner.  It  is  par- 
ticularly ufeful  where  venereal  fores  are 
feated  on  parts  of  much  importance  ;  and 
where,  from  making  a  rapid  progrefs,  there 
is  caufe  to  dread  that  they  may  prove  ha- 
zardous.   In  fuch  circumftances  we  fel- 

dom 


Se&.  IV.        in  Lues  Venerea.  233 

.dom  fail  in  giving  a  fudden  check  to  tile 
;  fymptoms  by  fumigating  with  mercury  : 
but  this  is  perhaps  all  that  we  fliould  ex- 
pect from  it.    It  is  obvioufly  of  a  more 
:fubtile  nature  than  any  other  mercurial 
application.    It  therefore  enters  the  fyf- 
:tem  more  readily  ;  but  the  effects  produ- 
ced by  it  are  not  ufually  permanent.  By 
:a  proper  application  of  the  fumes  of  mer- 
•  cury  fores  may  be  healed  fpeedily,  and 
the  pains  induced  by  venereal  nodes  very 
1  completely  removed,  and  yet  the  difeafe 
•will  return  in  full  force  if  this  practice 
;  alone  mould  be  trailed.    When  therefore 
lit  is  judged  proper,  for  the  reafon  I  have 
;  given,  to  employ  mercury  in  this  manner, 
;and  when  the  fymptom  for  which  it  was 
(employed  is  checked,  the  cure  Ihould  be 
1  completed  by  fome  other  preparation,  the 
t effects  of  which,  although  flow,  are  more 
permanent,   as  very  generally  happens, 
both  from  a  proper  application  of  mercu- 
rial ointment,  and  from  the  internal  exhi- 
bition of  the  common  mercurial  pill.  In 
1  this  manner  much  benefit  may  be  derived 

from 
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from  a  remedy  which  feems  to  have  been 
laid  afide  without  any  fufficient  reafon, 
and  from  our  trufting  to  it  alone  when 
others  ought  to  be  given  along  with  it. 

The  fumes  of  mercury  may  alfo  be  ap- 
plied with  fafety.  They  appear  to  prove 
hurtful  chiefly  when  received  in  too  great 
quantity  into  the  lungs,  but  this  may 
eafily  be  prevented  by  burning  a  fmall 
quantity  at  once  ;  and  we  may  even  con- 
fine the  fleam  to  the  furface  of  the  body, 
or  to  any  particular  part  of  it.  Such  boxes 
as  are  employed  for  confining  the  fleam 
in  vapour  baths  anfwer  the  fame  purpofe 
here. 

We  have  daily  proofs  of  mercury  en- 
tering the  fyflem  by  being  ab'fcrbed  from 
the  ftomach  and  interlines ;  but  this  mode 
of  exhibiting  the  remedy  is  liable  to  one 
very  important  difficulty.  Every  prepa- 
ration of  mercury  that  has  yet  been  in- 
vented, is  apt  to  Irritate  either  the  flo- 
mach  or  bowels,  by  which  they  not  only 
excite  ficknefs  and  purging,  but,  by  depri- 
ving the  patient  of  appetite  he  fooiu  be- 
comes 
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comes  weak  and  emaciated.  When  pufh- 
ed  far  indeed  the  effects  of  mercury  given 
in  this  manner  are  in  fome  inftances  very 
diftrefsful.  The  ftomach  becomes  fo 
much  weakened  that  food  of  every  kind 
is  either  immediately  rejected  or  re- 
mains undigefted,  and  the  bowels  are  fo 
entirely  deprived  of  their  toiie,  that  they 
feem  to  lofe  all  power  of  retention.  Even 
when  completely  emptied  a  degree  of  te- 
nefmus  often  takes  place,  from  which  a 
great  deal  of  mifery  is  often  experienced. 

The  preparations  of  mercury  which 
prove  leaft  hurtful  to  the  ftomach  and 
bowels  are  fuch,  as  I  have  already  obfer- 
ved,  as  we  obtain  by  agitation  or  triture; 
but  even  thefe  prove  frequently  trouble-^ 
fome,  and  require  always  a  good  deal  of 
management.  They  mould  never  be  given 
in  large  dofes  ;  and  as  foon  as  the  leaft 
degree  of  irritability  is  induced  by  them, 
either  in  the  ftomach  or  inteftines,  an, 
opiate  fhould  be  given  along  with  them. 
Of  thefe  preparations,  the  beft  and  moft 
convenient  form  is  the  blue  pill  of  the 

Edinburgh 
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Edinburgh  Difpenfatory ;  of  which  four 
grains  of  the  mafs,  which  contains  one 
grain  of  mercury,  being  given  three  times 
a-day,  will  in  a  great  proportion  of  cafes 
render  the  mouth  fore  in  a  very  fhort 
fpace  of  time.    Some  conftitutions  indeed 
require  more,  but  this  feldom  happens 
with  mercury  duly  triturated.  Wherever 
much  more  than  this  has  been  given  the 
mercury  has  either  not  been  properly  tri- 
turated, or  we  may  conclude  that  much 
of  it  has  palTed  through  the  interlines  with- 
out being  abforbed,  or  that-  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  the  patient  refills  this  effect  of  mer- 
cury. 

Mercurius  alkalifatus,  and  Plenk's  fo- 
lution  of  mercury  in  mucilage  of  gum 
arabic,  are  nearly  of  the  fame  nature  with 
the  blue  pill,  but  they  are  both  more  apt 
to  purge,  particularly  the  latter,  notwith- 
fianding  of  all  that  Plenk  the  inventor  has 
faid  to  the  contrary.  When  properly  pre- 
pared no  more  mercury  mould  be  given 
in  either  of  thefe  formulae  than  in  the 
mercurial  pill ;  and  as  a  much  greater 

quantity 


Sect.  IV.  in  Lues  Venerea.  237 

quantity  is  commonly  directed,  this  can 
only  proceed  from  neither  of  the  prepara- 
tions being  made  with  fufficient  exactnefs, 
and  from  much  of  the  mercury  which 
they  contain  being  left  altogether  inert  by 
not  being  duly  triturated. 

Many  will  be  furprifed  at  the  fmall 
doles  of  thefe  articles  which  I  have  men- 
tioned, as  more  than  double  of  this  is  com- 
monly given.  It  is  not  uncommon  to  ad- 
vife  fix,  feven,  or  eight  of  the  blue  pills 
daily  ;  and  twenty  grains  of  mercurius 
alkalifatus  is  recommended  for  a  dofe  *. 
Now  I  know  from  daily  experience  that 
the  blue  pill  when  properly  prepared  can- 
not be  given  in  this  quantity.  I  feldom 
give  more  than  two  pills  a  day,  and  very 
rarely  above  three  \  and  in  each  pill,  as 
I  have  obferved,  there  is  exactly  one  grain 
of  mercury.  But  the  mafs  from  which 
thefe  are  formed  is  prepared  with  much 
attention  :  They  are  triturated  fix  or  fe- 
ven hours  daily  for  thirty  or  forty  days  ; 

and 

*  Vide  Mr  Hunter's  Treatifc  on  the  Venereal  Dif- 

b&fc  * 
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and  when  the  mercurius  alkalifatus  is  pro- 
perly prepared  it  proves  equally  powerful ; 
but  it  is  fo  difficult  to  feparate  the  par- 
ticles of  mercury  when  rubbed  with  a  dry 
powder,  that  this  preparation  is  now  very 
generally  laid  afide.  It  requires  to  be 
rubbed  for  at  leaft  one  hundred  days,  in 
order  to  bring  all  the  mercury  into  a  ftate 
of  activity. 

Some  are  of  opinion  that  mercurius 
calcinatus  is  equal  in  its  effects  to  any  of 
thefe  preparations  *.  The  dofe  is  a  grain 
or  two  evening  and  morning,  either  in 
the  form  of  a  pill  or  powder.  It  will  cer- 
tainly cure  the  difeafe,  and  it  puts  a  flop 
to  the  fymptoms  perhaps  as  foon  as  any 
other  form  of  mercury  3  but  I  have  fome- 
times  thought  that  its  influence  is  not  fo 
permanent ;  that  is,  the  fymptoms  have 
been  more  apt  to  recur  after  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  this  medicine  was  fuppofed 
to  be  given.  But  to  afcertain  this,  fo  many 
facts  are  required  that  I  cannot  decifive- 
ly  fpeak  of  it.    From  all  that  I  know  of 

*  Vide  Appendix,  No.  7, 
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it,  however,  it  does  not  appear  to  be  equal 
to  the  blue  mercurial  pill.  The  eafe  with 
which  it  is  prepared  feems  to  be  the  only 
circumftance  in  which  it  has  a  preference ; 
bat  this  is  a  point  of  little  moment  when 
put  in  competition  with  utility.  Any  ten- 
dency which  it  has  to  act  upon  the  ftomach 
and  bowels  may  for  the  molt  part  be 
checked  by  the  addition  of  opium. 

Hydrargyrus  muriatus  corrohvus,  com- 
monly termed  Corrofive  Sublimate,  when 
it  does  not  affect  the  Ilomach,  proves  fre- 
quently an  ufeful  medicine.  It  was  never 
generally  employed  for  internal  ufe  till 
the  celebrated  Van  Swieton  brought  it  into 
repute.  It  has  lince  been  much  ufed  in 
almofi  every  part  of  Europe '5  and  being 
eaiily  difguifcd,  and  not  lb  apt  to  falivate 
as  other  preparations  of  mercury,  it  has 
formed  the  balls  of  almcfl  all  the  quack 
medicines  that  has  of  late  been  employed 
for  the  cure  of  Lues  Venerea. 

The  form  of  ufmg.this  medicine  by 
Van  Swieton  is,  however,  the  moll  nau- 
fcous  of  any.    He  advifes  it  to  be  difibl- 

ved 
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ved  in  fpirits,  and  one  or  two  fpoonfuls 
containing  from  a  quarter  to  half  a  grain 
of  mercury,,  or  even  more,  is  commonly 
given  evening  and  morning ;  and  this  is 
directed  to  be  continued  till  a  cure  is  ac- 
complifhed  *.  Few  can  bear  it  in  this  man- 
ner \  for  it  not  only  affects,  the  ftomach, 
but  in  this  quantity  is  apt  to  excite  diar- 
rhoea. Neither  can  it  be  with  fafety  given 
in  powder,  as  it  is  not  eafily  levigated  fo 
finely  as  to  prevent  it  from  acting  mecha- 
nically upon  the  flomach.   The  befl  form 
of  ufing  it  feems  to  be  in  a  watery  folution, 
and  this  may  either  be  given  in  a  muci- 
laginous mixture  or  mixed  with  broths ; 
or  the  folution  may  be  made  into. a  mafs 
with  crumb  of  bread,  wheat-flour,  or  flour 
of  liquorice,  and  divided- into  pills  f.  In- 
ilead  of  giving  it  in  larger  dofes  evening 
and  morning,  it  anfwers  better  to  give  the 
lame  quantity  divided  into  four  or  five* 
A  grain  of  mercury  may  in  this  manner 
foe  given  daily,  that  is,  a  quarter  of  a 

grain 

*  Vide  Appendix  No  10. 
f  Vide  Appendix,  No.  19. 
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grain  four  times  a-day.  Some  have  ad- 
vifed  more,  but  this  is  the  largeft  dofe 
that  I  have  ever  been  able  to  continue  for 
more  than  two  or-  three  days  together. 

Opiates  do  not  prove  fo  effectual  in  pre- 
venting corrolive  fublimate  from  acting 
upon  the  flomach  and  bowels  as  they 
commonly  do  with  other  preparations  of 
mercury.  I  have  found  nothing  prove 
more  ufeful  for  this  purpofe  than  decoc- 
tion of  guaicum  and  me  fere  on,  or  plenti- 
ful dilution  with  mucilaginous  drinks  and 
broths.  Thefe  may  act  in  the  firft  place 
by  Iheathing  the  ftomach  and  bowels  di- 
rectly from  the  effect of  the  medicine  ; 
and  they  may  alfo  prove  ufeful  by  promo- 
ting the  natural  tendency  which  this  form 
of  mercury  feems  to  have  to  pais  off  by 
the  fkin. 

Mercurius  dulcis,  or  calomel,  is  given 
by  fome  in  large  dofes  for  the  cure  of  fy- 
philis,  even  to  the  extent  of  ten  grains 
daily  #.  I  have  not  found,  however,  that 
this  is  neceffary,  and  it  very  commonly 
Vol.  II.  R  injures 

*  Vide  Appendix,  No.  9. 
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injures  both  the  ftomach  and  bowels.  It 
anfwers  better  in  dofes  of  a  grain  repeated 
three  times  a  day,  by  which  it  more  rea- 
dily enters  the  blood  than  when  given  in 
larger  quantities,  and  is  lefs  apt  to  be  car- 
ried off  by  ftool. 

This  form  of  mercury  has  long  been  in 
general  ufe,  and  there  cannot  be  a  great- 
er proof  of  its  fafety  and  utility  than  its 
being  ftiil  preferred  by  many  of  our  beft 
practitioners.  When  calomel  is  com- 
pletely deprived  of  its  acid,  I  believe  it 
to  be  one  of  the  bell  of  our  faline  prepa- 
rations of  mercury.  In  this  ftate  it  com- 
monly operates  mildly,  and  is  equally 
powerful  with  any  other  form  of  the  me- 
dicine in  curing  the  venereal  difeafe. 

Mercury  in  this  form  is  befl  given  in  a 
bolus,  in  pills,  or  in  powder,  for  it  is 
fcarcely  in  any  degree  foluble  in  water, 
and  it  is  fo  heavy  that  watery  fluids  do 
not  iufpend  it,  fo  that  it  cannot  earlly  be 
given  in  a  mixture. 

The 
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The  pulvis  mercurius  cinerus  is  ano- 
ther very  ufeful  preparation  of  mercury  *. 
It  alfo  requires  to  be  given  in  a  folid  form. 
The  dofe  is  two,  three,  or  four  grains 
evening  and  morning.  Some  have  advif- 
ed  more,  but  I  have  not  found  that  in 
common  practice  more  can  with  fafety  be 
given.  It  alfo  makes  a  good  mercurial 
ointment  on  being  mixed  in  the  propor- 
tion of  a  third  part,  to  two  parts  of  hogs 
lard. 

Hydrargyria  vitriolatus  flavus,  or  tur- 
pethum  minerale,  is  particularly  apt,  as  I 
have  already  obferved,  to  act  upon  the 
ftomach  ;  but  even  this  form  of  mercury 
may  be  fo  given  as  to  cure  the  venereal 
difeafe,  and  yet  prove  fufEciently  mild  in 
its  operation  f .  In  dofes  of  five,  fix,  or 
feven  grains,  it  acts  as  a  violent  emetic, 
but  it  may  with  fafety  be  given  to  the  ex- 
tent of  a  grain,  two  or  three  times  a  day, 
particularly  if  each  dofe  be  conjoined  with 
half  a  grain  of  opium. 

R  2  Hydrargyrus 
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Hydrargyria  acetatus,  or  mercury  com- 
bined with  the  acid  of  vinegar,  is  certain- 
ly more  mild  in  its  operation  than  any  of 
the  other  faline  calces  of  mercury  ;  nay,  it 
does  not  derange  the  ftomach  and  bowels 
fo  much  as  triturated  mercury  is  frequent- 
ly found  to  do  \  but  from  all  the  trials 
that  I  have  made  with  it,  I  do  not  consi- 
der it  as  equally  certain  in  curing  the  ve- 
nereal difeafe.  The  fymptoms  abate  while 
the  patient  is  under  it ;  but  if"  fome  other 
preparation  of  mercury  is  not  employed, 
either  along  with  it,  or  continued  after- 
wards, they  are  apt  to  appear  again  foon 
after  it  is  laid  afide. 

I  have  the  fame  obfervations  to  offer 
on  phofphat  of  mercury,  a  preparation 
which,  from  the  mildnefs  of  its  operation, 
X  was  at  fir  ft  inclined  to  confider  as  an 
ufeful  acquisition  in  the  cure  of  fyphilis. 
After  very  ample  trials,  however,  of  its 
effects,  I  am  forry  to  fay  that  it  has  not 
anfwered,  Whether  given  internally  or 
applied  outwardly  in  the  form  of  unction, 
\%  can  feldom  be  made  to  affect  the  gums 
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in  any  confiderable  degree,  and  in  d  irTe- 
rent  inftances,  the  difeafe  has  returned 
quickly  after  this  preparation  had  been 
continued,  as  there  was  much  reafon  to 
think,  for  a  due  length  of  time. 

1  have  judged  it  proper  to  take  this  par- 
ticular notice  of  all  the  preparations  of 
mercury  now  generally  employed  for  in- 
ternal ufe  5  and  from  what  I  have  faid,  it 
will  be  obvious  that  fome  of  them  are  for 
ordinary  purpofes  preferable  to  others.  In 
common  practice,  the  preparations  of  mer- 
cury obtained  by  triture,  and  particularly 
the  blue  mercurial  pill,  will  be  found  the 
belt.  But  as  cafes  fometimes  occur  which 
do  not  readily  yield  to  any  one  form  of 
medicine,  we  are  under  the  neceflity  of 
having  recourfe  to  others ;  and  from  what 
I  have  already  had  occafion  to  remark, 
the  choice  may  be  readily  made.  I  mall 
befides  have  farther  opportunities  of 
fpeaking  upon  this  point  in  treating  of 
the  cure  of  the  different  fymptoms  of  the 
difeafe. 

R  3  But 
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But  although  in  a  great  proportion  of 
cafes  we  may  cure  the  difeafe  with  one  or 
other  of  thefe  forms  of  mercury,  and  in 
molt  inftances  with  no  injury  to  the  con- 
ftitution,  yet  we  find  that  even  the  mild- 
eft  preparation,  and  under  whatever  cau- 
tion it  may  be  given,  is  occafionally  apt 
to  injure  both  the  ftomach  and  bowels  in 
fuch  a  manner  that  we  are  under  the  ne- 
ceflity  either  of  giving  it  m  too  fmall 
quantities  for  the  purpofe  of  curing  the 
difeafe,  or  of  laying  it  afide  perhaps  en- 
tirely, in  order  to  make  trial  of  the  medi- 
cine in  fome  other  form. 

Our  mreft  method  of  obviating  this  ef- 
fect of  mercury,  is  to  throw  it  into  the 
fyftem  by  means  of  the  abforbents  on  the 
furface  of  the  body  ;  a  practice  which 
ought  as  much  as  poilible  to  be  adopted, 
and  to  which  the  chief  objection  is,  the 
trouble  of  applying  it.  The  advantages, 
however,  which  attend  it  are  fo  great,  that 
this  and  every  other  objection  mould  as 
much  as  poflible  be  made  to  give  way  to 
it.    A  patient  may  be  fo  fituated  that  he 
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cannot  ufe  the  medicine  in  this  way  ;  and 
inftances  fometimes  occur  in  which  mer- 
cury is  not  readily  taken  up  by  the  ab- 
forbents  on  the  furface.    In  both  cafes 
we  are  under  the  neceffity  of  giving  it 
inwardly,  but  no  other  caufe  can  oc- 
cur for  it.    Nor  would  either  of  thefe 
be  frequent  if  the  advantages  of  the  prac- 
tice were  fufficiently  explained  to  our  pa- 
tients, and  due  attention  e;iven  to  the 
proper  ufe  of  the  mercury.     It  fome- 
times indeed  happens,  that  mercury  does 
not  eaiily  enter  the  fyftem  in  any  form, 
and  does  not  in  the  ufual  time  affect  either 
the  falivary  or  other  excretory  organs. 
In  fuch  cafes,  where  the  fymptoms  of  the 
difeafe  are  urgent,  we  mould  not  be  con- 
fined to  any  one  method  of  cure,  and  the 
medicine  mould  be  given  in  every  form 
in  which  it  is  likely  to  prove  ufeful ;  but 
it  is  proper  to  remark,  that  this  kind  of 
failure  is  much  more  frequent  from  the 
internal  exhibition  of  mercury,  than  from 
the  outward  application  of  it,  another  im- 
portant advantage  that  we  derive  from 

R  4  ufing 
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ufmg  it  in  this  manner.  Different  rea- 
fons  indeed  may  be  mentioned  for  this 
being  the  cafe  \  the  readinefs  with  which 
mercury  given  by  the  mouth  is  carried 
off  hy  ftool  5  the  great  quantity  of  food 
with  which  it  is  often  mixed  in  the  fto- 
mach,  and  by  which  we  may  fuppofe  that 
a  considerable  part  of  the  {mall  quantity 
that  we  dare  ever  venture  to  give  in  this 
manner  is  prevented  from  coming  into 
contact  with  the  abforbents  of  the  inte- 
ftines ,  and  laftly,  the  great  extent  of  fur- 
face  to  which  we  can  apply  it  externally. 

By  fome  it  is  alleged  as  an  objection 
to  this  mode  of  ufmg  mercury,  that 
we  cannot  exactly  afcertain  the  quantity 
that  enters  the  fyftem.  This,  however, 
holds  equally  ftrong  againft  every  way  in 
which  we  can  give  it,  nor  is  it  a  point  of 
any  importance.  It  is  not  fo  much  by  the 
quantity  that  we  employ,  as  by  the  effects 
which  refult  from  it,  that  we  ought  to  be 
directed.  The  ufual  effects  of  mercury 
upon  the  mouth,  and  in  the  cure  of  the 
different  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  will, 

with 
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with  fome  patients,  take  place  from  half 
the  quantity  of  the  medicine  required  by 
others  ->  but  were  it  an  object  of  much 
more  importance  than  it  appears  to  be, 
I  do  not  fee  how  the  quantity  of  active 
mercury  entering  the  fyftem,  in  any  way 
that  we  ufe  it,  can  be  afcertained. 

It  is  alfo  mentioned  as  an  objection  to 
the  external  ufe  of  mercury,  that  it  is 
more  apt  to  excite  falivation  than  when 
given  by  the  mouth.    This,  however,  is 
not  fo  much  an  objection  to  the  practice 
as  to  the  mode  of  conducting  it.  Mer- 
cury ufed  in  this  manner  enters  the  fy- 
ftem for  the  molt  part  fo  readily,  that 
thofe  who  have  not  been  accuftomed  to 
prefcribe  it,  are  no  doubt  apt  to  be  de- 
ceived with  it.    It  proceeds  quickly  to 
the  falivary  glands,  and  is  thus  more  apt 
to   excite  fadden  falivation  than  when 
taken  into  the  ftomach  5  but  this  pro- 
ceeds altogether  from  inattention,  and 
may  be  prevented  by  applying  the  mer- 
cury in  fmall  quantity  at  nrft,  and  in- 
creafmg  it  according  to- its  effects.  Our 
.  ;  ...  ■  ;.  being 
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being  able  to  affect  the  fyftem  more  fpee- 
dily  by  the  external  application  of  mer- 
cury, mould  be  confidered  as  another  ad- 
vantage of  this  mode  of  ufmg  it ;  for  the 
fymptoms  of  fyphilis,  in  fome  inftances, 
advance  fo  rapidly,  that  it  is  an  object  of 
importance  to  check  them  as  quickly  as 
poflible.    Salivation  appears  to  be  the  ef- 
fect of  a  certain  quantity  of  mercury  in 
the  fyftem,  in  whatever  way  it  is  intro- 
duced.   Some  of  the  more  acrid  prepara- 
tions pafs  off  indeed  more  readily  by  other 
emunctories,  but  the  milder  forms  of  the 
medicine,  and  which  I  have  endeavoured 
to  fhew,  ought,  in  moft  inftances,  to  be 
preferred,  are  equally  ready  to  excite  fa- 
livation.    It  is  true,  that  more  time  is 
required  to  throw  the  quantity  necefiary 
for  this  purpofe  into  the  fyftem  by  one 
mode  than  by  another,  but  when  this 
quantity  is  introduced,  the  effect  of  the 
mercury  upon  the  glands  of  the  mouth  is 
uniformly  the  fame  in  whatever  way  it  is 
accomplifhed. 

Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  all  the  ob- 
jections that  have  been  made  to  this  me- 
thod 
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ithod  of  exhibiting  mercury  are  trifling 
when  compared  with  the  advantages  that 
refult  from  it,  fo  that  for  general  practice 

i  it  ought  to  be  preferred. 

I  own  indeed  that  at  one  period  I  was 

i  of  a  very  different  opinion  upon  this 
point  ;  but  this  arofe  from  my  not  being 
fo  well  acquainted  with  the  fuperior  ad- 
vantages of  ufing  mercury  in  the  form  of 
unction  as  I  now  am,  and  which  I  now 
therefore  very  generally  prefer. 

Mercury  will  pafs  into  the  fyftem  in  va- 
rious forms  from  the  furface  of  the  body. 
Lues  Venerea  has  been  cured  by  frequent 
immerfions  of  the  feet  and  legs  in  a  folu- 

■ 

tion  of  corrolive  fublimate.   The  applica- 
;  tion  of  a  mercurial  plaftcr  to  the  furface 
of  the  body,  if  of  any  confiderable  extent, 
will  alio  cure  the  difeafe  ;  and  we  are  in- 
debted to  Mr  Clare  of  London  for  a  third 
i method, of  throwing  mercury  into  the  fyf- 
tem from  the  furface*.    By  rubbing  ca- 
lomel 

*  Vide  an  EflTay  on  the  Cure  of  Abfceffes  by  Cauf- 
{  tic,  &cc.  alfo  a  New  Method  of  introducing  Mercury 
into  the  Circulation,  by  P.  Clare,  Surgeon. 
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lomel  into  the  infide  of  the  cheeks  M: 
Clare  found,  and  his  obfervations  have  ii 
fome  degree  been  confirmed  by  experience 
that  we  can  not  only  excite  falivation  b) 
this  means,  but  cure  every  fymptom  oJ 
fyphilis.  Nay,  the  rubbing  of  a  few  grain? 
of  calomely  mercurius.  cinereus  or  mercu- 
rius  phofphoratus,  upon  the  infide  of  the 
preputium  or  labia  pudendi  foon  affect! 
the  fyftem  and  excites  the  mercurial  fceto] 
in  the  breath  and  forenefs  of  the  gums. 
But  although  I  have  found  this  in  fome 
inftances  true,  the  practice  has  alfo  ir 
feveral  of  the  trials  that  I  made  with  il 
failed  entirely  ;  that  is,  it  did  not  cure 
the  fymptoms  for  which  it  was  employed 
and  which  were  afterwards  removed  by 
other  preparations  of  mercury.  I  mud 
own,  however,  that  the  experience  that  ] 
have  had  of  this  method  of  ufing  mer- 
cury does  not  entitle  me  to  fpeak  decisive- 
ly concerning  it ;  but  I  conclude,  either 
that  fimilar  failures,  or  fome  other  objec- 
tions of  importance,  have  occurred  to  it 
in  the  practice  of  others,  for  we  do  not 
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now  hear  that  it  is  employed,  although 
Mr  Clare's  book  has  been  publifhed  a  great 
many  years. 

One  obvious  caufe  of  this,  and  of  the 
other  modes  that  I  have  mentioned  of 
ufing  mercury  externally,  falling  into  di£ 
ufe  is,  that  all  of  them  appear  to  be  in- 
ferior to  the  method  of  introducing  it 
in  the  form  of  an  ointment,  which  was 
the  firft,  I  may  obferve,  that  was  employ- 
ed  for  the  cure  of  Lues  Venerea.  It  is 
commonly  termed  the  method  of  cure  by 
unction,  or  inunction. 

An  ointment  for  this  purpofe  may  be 
made  with  different  proportions  of  mer- 
cury ;  but  the  belt  that  I  have  tried  is 
-that  in  which  there  are  two  parts  of  the 
unguent  to  one  of  crude  mercury.  In  the 
form  commonly  ufed  the  ointment  and 
mercury  are  in  equal  parts ;  but  the  other, 
while  it  appears  to  excite  falivation  with 
equal  readinefs,  and  in  the  fame  fpace  of 
time,  has  the  advantage  of  not  being  fo 
apt  to  irritate  the  Ikin. 

The 
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The  ointment  in  common  ufe  is  pre- 
pared by  triturating  crude  mercury  with 
purified  hog's  lard,  in  one  or  other  of  the 
proportions  that  I  have  mentioned.  This 
requires  a  great  deal  of  triture  in  order  to 
render  the  mercury  fufficiently  active. 
With  a  view  to  fave  the  trouble  of  this 
an  ointment  is  foinetimes  prepared,  by 
adding  a  third  part  of  mercurius  cinereus, 
or  mercurius  phofphoratus,  to  two  third 
parts  of  lard  >  but,  as  I  have  already  ob- 
ferved,  the  effects  of  this  laft  preparation, 
in  fo  far  as  my  obfervation  of  it  has  gone, 
do  not  warrant  the  dependence  that  fome 
have  placed  on  it  for  the  cure  of  this  dif- 
eafe. 

In  order  to  promote  the  abforption  of 
mercury  it  has  been  the  practice  with 
many  to  advife  the  body  to  e  immerfed 
in  a  warm  bath,  once  and  again,  before 
the  courfe  is  commenced,  and  to  repeat  it 
once  or  twice  a-week  during  the  whole 
continuance  of  it.  They  likewife  think 
that  the  bathing  proves  ufeful  by  giving 
the  mercury  a  particular  determination  to 

the 
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the  fkin,  and  thus  preventing  it  from  pro- 
ducing falivation.  I  have  not  found,  how- 
ever, that  a  frequent  ufe  of  the  warm 
bath  is  necefTary.  It  cannot  in  every  fi- 
liation be  obtained  but  with  much  diffi- 
culty, and  if  not  very  properly  conducted 
it  is  apt,  during  a  courfe  of  mercury,  to 
expofe  the  patient  to  fuffer  from  the  ef- 
fects of  cold.  Before  the  commencement 
of  the  courfe,  efpecially  where  the  fkin  is 
particularly  hard  and  dry,  I  have  fome- 
times  thought  it  right  to  advife  the  ufe  of 
a  warm  bath,  but  as  in  other  instances  of 
a  fimilar  nature  the  remedy  has  anfwered 
equally  well  where  this  precaution  was 
not  taken,  I  do  not  conceive  that  it  is  of 
much  importance,  and  I  now  feldom  em- 
ploy it. 

Where  mercury  is  chiefly  employed  for 
the  removal  of  a  local  fymptom,  fuch  as 
bubo,  we  endeavour  to  make  it  pafs  through 
the  lymphatic  velTels  of  the  part,  and  in 
fuch  cafes  this  determines  the  place  to 
which  the  ointment  mould  be  applied; 
but  where  no  local  fymptom  takes  place, 

it 
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it  may  be  applied  with  equal  fafety  and 
propriety  to  any  part  of  the  body,  and 
the  place  of  application  mould  be  changed 
from  day  to  day.  By  this  means  we  do 
not  irritate  the  fkin,  which  can  fcarcely 
be  avoided  when  mercury  is  repeatedly 
applied  to  the  fame  place,  at  the  fame 
time  that  we  promote  the  abforption  of 
the  mercury.  I  may  alfo  remark,  that  al- 
though, for  the  reafons  which  I  have  given 
above,  it  does  not  appear  to  be  neceffary 
to  immerfe  the  whole  body  in  a  warm 
bath  during  a  courfe  of  mercury,  yet  that 
fome  advantage  is  derived  from  caufing 
the  parts  upon  which  the  ointment  has 
been  rubbed  be  well  bathed  with  foap  and 
water  before  repeating  it  upon  the  fame 
place.  It  may  therefore  be  proper  to  ad- 
vife  it  to  be  generally  done. 

In  applying  the  ointment,  fome  have 
imagined  that  we  need  only  lay  it  upon 
the  fkin,  and  that  it  will  enter  the  ab- 
forbents  with  equal  certainty  whether 
friction  is  ufed  or  not.  This,  however,  is 
by  no  means  the  cafe.    I  have  repeatedly 
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put  it  to  theteft  of  experiment,  and  it  evi- 
dently appears  that  abforptionis  promoted 
by  gentle  friction.  This  indeed  is  fo  con- 
fonant  to  general  experience,  that  fome 
may  be  furprifed  at  my  taking  notice  of 
it,  nor  would  I  have  judged  it  neceflary 
if  the  contrary  opinion  had  :not  of  late 
been  fupported  by  authority  of  fome 
weight. 

When  the  {irength  of  the  patient  admits 
of  it,  the  friction  mould  be  applied  with 
his  own  hands  :  Otherwife  it  muft  be  done 
by  an  affiflant,  his  hands  being  covered 
with  a  thin  bladder.  For  want  of  this 
precaution,  the  affiftant  is  apt  to  be  faliva- 
ted  while  the  patient  is  deprived  of  a  por- 
tion of  the  mercury.  According  to  the 
nature  of  the  cafe,  from  a  drachm  and  a 
half  to  two  drachms  of  the  ointment  fhould 
be  rubbed  in  daily,  and  it  anfwers  better 
to  apply  it  at  two  different  times  than  all 
at  once.  For  the  purpofe  of  applying  pro- 
perly this  quantity  of  ointment,  that  is, 
from  forty-five  grains  to  a  drachm,  twen- 
ty or  twenty  five  minutes  of  gentle  fric- 
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tion  is  required,  the  patient  while  under 
it  being  expofed  to  the  heat  of  a  mode- 
rate.  fire. 

VI.  Of  the  Duration  of  a  Mercurial  Courfe, 
and  the  Quantity  of  Mercury  to  be  exhi- 
bited. 

In  the  preceding  parts  of  this  fection 
I  have  enumerated  the  different  prepara- 
tions of  mercury  which  chiefly  merit  at- 
tention, with  the  dofes  of  each  which 
may  with  fafety  be  employed.  I  am  now 
to  offer  a  few  obfervations  upon  the  quan- 
tity of  mercury  to  be  given,  and  the 
length  of  time  to  which  a  courfe  of  this 
medicine  mould  extend  ;  que  ft  ions  of  the 
fir  ft  importance  in  the  treatment  of  the 
venereal  difeafe. 

As  falivation  is  one  of  the  moft  obvious 
effects  of  mercury,  practitioners  began 
very  early  to  imagine  that  the  morbid 
matter  of  Lues  Venerea  was  carried  off  in 
this  manner  ;  and  at  laft  it  was  generally 

believed 
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believed  that  a  cure  could  not  be  obtained, 
if  a  very  considerable  difcharge  of  faliva 
did  not  take  place.  In  confequence  of 
this  every  patient  labouring  under  Lues 
Venerea  was  made  to  falivate;  and  as  it  was 
thought  to  be  of  importance  to  have  this 
quickly  accomplished,  mercury  was  im- 
mediately applied  in  the  moft  effectual 
manner  for  this  purpofe.  It  was  either 
prefcribed  in  large  dofes  by  the  mouth, 
or  frictions  with  ftrong  mercurial  oint- 
ment were  applied  over  the  legs  and  arms, 
and  in  fome  inftances  even  over  the  whole 
body. 

In  this  manner  the  fyftem  was  quickly 
charged  with  as  much  mercury  as  it  could 
bear,  and  for  the  moft  part  a  cure  of  all 
the  fymptoms  was  no  doubt  obtained  :  But 
the  fudden  manner  "in  which  this  great 
quantity  of  mercury  was  introduced,  and 
the  violent  evacuations  which  it  excited, 
together  with  the  low  regimen  with  which 
it  was  commonly  accompanied,  reduced 
even  the  ftrongeft  constitutions  to  a  de- 
gree of  debility  from  which  they  did  not 
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often  entirely  recover ;  fo  that  a  great 
proportion  of  all  delicate  people  funk  un- 
der it. 

A  courfe  of  mercury,  conducted  in  this 
manner,  became  therefore  nearly  as  for- 
midable as  the  difeafe  for  which  it  was 
prefcribed,  and  no  other  remedies  being 
diicovered,  th  fame  pra&ice  was  ft  ill  pur- 
fued  till  a  confiderable  time  after  the 
commencement  of  the  prefent  century. 
About  this  period  fome  abatement  of  this 
rigorous  courfe  was  introduced ;  but  it 
was  not  till  of  late  years  that  any  mate- 
rial innovation  took  place  in  it. 

This  may  be  confidered  as  one  advan- 
tage among  others  that  might  be  mention- 
ed, which  we  have  derived  from  rational 
theory.  Some  practitioners  fufpecting 
that  the  falivary  difcharge  produced  by 
mercury,  could  not  probably  be  the 
means  by  which  the  cure  of  Lues  Vene- 
rea was  accomplimed,  and  fome  trials 
which  favoured  this  fuppofition  being 
made,  they  foon  came  to  think  that  all 
the  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  might  be  re- 
moved 
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moved  with  much  lefs  mercury  than  had 
commonly  been  employed.  If  the  change 
of  practice,  which  occurred  as  a  c-onfe- 
quence  of  this  opinion,  had  refied  here, 
much  advantage  would  have  been  derived 
from  it.  But  this  did  not  happen  :  In  all 
attempts  to  introduce  alterations  while 
we  endeavour  to  avoid  one  extreme  we 
are  apt  to  fall  into  another.  The  incon- 
veniences and  difirefs  induced  by  mer- 
cury in  the  way  in  which  it  had  formerly 
been  given,  being  fo  great,  that  every  pa- 
tient was  afraid  of  being  put  under  it, 
any  alteration  that  was  propofed  for  lef- 
fening  their  furferings  was  moft  readily 
adopted,  and  practitioners  perfuading 
themfelves  that  it  might  be  done  with 
fafety,  and  wifhing  to  adapt  the  treatment 
of  the  difeafe  to  the  feelings  of  their  pa- 
tients, they  unfortunately  allowed  this  to 
carry  them  too  far.  So  far  as  the  eafe  and 
comfort  of  a  patient  is  confident  with  his 
fafety  he  ought  certainly  to  enjoy  them, 
but  more  than  this  he  fhou'ld  not  be  in- 
dulged in.     There  is   reafon,  however, 
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to  think  that  this  has  happened,  in  the 
change  of  practice  which  has  taken  place 
in  Lues  Venerea.  Inftead  of  the  full  fa- 
livation  that  the  patients  were  former- 
ly put  under,  and  the  Ariel  confine- 
ment with  which  this  was  accompanied,  a 
courfe,  commonly  termed  alterative,  was 
judged  fufficient.  In  this,  if  the  mercury 
is  allowed  merely  to  be  felt  in  the  breath,, 
or  by  the  flight  eft  forenefs  of  the  gums, 
it  is  feldom  permitted  to  go  farther,  and 
the  patient,  in  a  great  proportion  of  cafes 
is  allowed  during  the  whole  time  that  he 
is  taking  it  to  go  abroad.  That  this  will 
commonly  prove  fufficient  in  flight  infec- 
tions, and  often  in  thofe  of  a  worfe  nature, 
if  the  coyrfe  is  carried  to  a  proper  length, 
I  know  from  experience  is  true  ;  but  I 
alfo  know  that  it  ultimately  fails  in  a 
great  proportion  of  old  or  inveterate  cafes. 
Even  in  thefe  it  foon  gives  a  check  to  the 
fymptoins,  and  will  often  make  them  dis- 
appear -P  but  wherever  the  fyftem  is  deep- 
ly injured,  particularly  if  the  difeafe  has 
attacked  the  bones,  although  a  cure  may 
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in  fome  inftances  be  completed  by  fuch  a 
courfe,  and  in  all  of  them  may  be  appa- 
rently obtained,  yet  in  many  the  difeafe 
will  afterwards  break  out  again,  and  in  all, 
even  the  firft  removal  of  the  fymptoms, 
willbeprotracted  to  a  much  greater  length 
than  if  more  mercury  had  been  given  at 
once. 

When  I  firft  engaged  in  practice,  the 
treatment  of  Lues  Venerea  upon  this  plan 
was  by  many  adopted  in  its  fulleft  extent, 
and  I  acknowledge  that  few  went  more 
freely  into  it  than  I  did.  The  opinion  of 
falivation  being  unneceiTary,  and  that  an 
alterative  courfe  was  fufficient,  had  not 
only  been  taught  in  the  fchools  of  medi- 
cine, but  the  practice  had  been  adopted 
by  many  of  our  belt  phyhcians  and  fur- 
geons.  Beginners  therefore  went  readily 
into  it ;  but  if  others  from  farther  expe- 
rience have  been  led  to  form  the  fame  opi- 
nion of  it  which  I  have  done,  it  will  foon, 
except  in  the  flighteft  cafes,  be  generally 
laid  alide.  The  refult  of  all  my  experi- 
ence is,  that  to  render  general  practice  in 
the  venereal  difeafe  fafe,  that  is,  to  guard 
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as  much  as  pofllble  -agaiivft  a  return  of  the 
difeafe,  a  middle  courfe  maft  be  obferved 
between  the  fevere  degrees  of  falivation 
which  our  forefathers  judged  neceflary 
and  the  oppofite  extreme  into  which  the 
moderns  have  fallen. 

In  cafes  of  a  flight  nature,  that  is,  in 
the  incipient  ftate  of  mild  chancres,  what 
is  commonly  termed  an  alterative  courfe 
will  commonly  be  fuflrcient.  If  the  mouth 
be  rendered  gently  fore,  and  kept  in  this 
ftate  for  eight  or  ten  days  after  the  chan- 
cres are  cured,  no  more  will  be  necefTary. 
But  even  in  the  treatment  of  chancres  on- 
ly, if  they  have  been  of  long  duration,  or 
not  of  the  milder!  kind,  and  in  every 
other  fymptom  of  the  difeafe,  the  mercu- 
ry fliould  in  a  gradual  manner  be  given  fo 
as  either  to  induce  a  very  coniiderable  de- 
gree of  forenefs  in  the  mouth,  and  which 
in  moft  inftances  will  be  attended  with 
an  increafed  difcharge  from  the  falivary 
glands,  or  when  from  peculiarity  of  con- 
ftitution  this  cannot  be  induced,  welhould 
perhft  in  the  ufe  of  mercury  till  the  fe- 
brile 
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brile  fymptoms  which  it  ufually  excites, 
are  brought  to  as  great  a  height  as  the 
patient  can  eafily  bear.  It  will  generally 
indeed  be  perceived  that  the  fymptoms 
to  which  I  allude,  cannot  be  oared  but 
with  fuch  a  quantity  of  mercury  as  per- 
haps in  every  inftance  excites  heat,  quick- 
nefs  of  pulfe,  anxiety,  and  reftleffnefs,  and 
in  proportion  as  the  patient  is  able  to  bear 
thefe  in  a  greater  or  leffer  degree,  the  foon- 
er  aVid  more  effectually  will  he  get  free  of 
the  difeafe. 

1  have  already  obferved  that  I  give  a 
general  preference  to  the  method  of  cure 
by  unction ;  but  whatever  -preparation  of 
mercury  we  employ,  it  ought,  in  ordinary 
cafes,  to  be  pinned  in  a  gradual  manner 
to  the  extent  that  1  have  mentioned  \  and 
when  as  much  of  it  is  ufed  as  is  fufflcient 
for  this  effect,  it  mould  be  continued  fo 
as  to  keep  tire  fyftem  in  an  equal  degree 
under  its  influence,  not  only  till  all  the 
fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  are  removed,  but 
for  fome  time  thereafter.    This  will  in 
different  cafes  happen  at  different  .periods 
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of  a  courfe,  and  with  very  different  quan- 
tities of  mercury.  It  is  therefore  obvious 
that  nothing  dec i five  can  be  mentioned, 
either  of  the  length  of  time  tp  which  a 
mercurial  courfe  fliould  extend,  or  of  the 
quantity  of  the  medicine  that  fliould  be 
given.  The  fureft,  and  perhaps  only 
guide  that  fliould  be  trufted,  is  the  refult 
of  experience  in  fimilar  cafes ;  and  as  the 
certainty  of  guarding  againft  a  relapfe  is 
a  point  of  the  firft  importance,  nothing 
Ihould  ever  be  left  in  doubt  that  may  be 
required  for  this  purpofe.  In  all  primary 
affections,  that  is,  in  chancres  and  buboes 
only,  and  where  no  other  fymptom  of  the 
difeafe  has  appeared,  I  have  found,  that  a 
courfe  of  mercury,  conducted  in  the  man- 
ner I  have  mentioned,  and  continued  for 
a  fortnight  after  the  fymptoms  have  dif- 
appeared,  has  at  all  times  proved  fufhci- 
ent;  but  wherever  the  fkin,  throat,  or 
bones  have  been  affe&ed,  I  now  always 
advife  the  remedy  to  be  perfifled  in  for 
the  fpace  of  a  month  after  the  cure  is  ap- 
parently completed.    I  cannot  pofitively 
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fay  that  lefs  than  this  would  not  do,  but 
in  a  matter  of  fuch  moment,  where  the 
health  and  happinefs,  not  only  of  the  pa- 
tient, but  of  his  progeny,  are  at  ftake,  it 
is  better  to  exceed  by  giving  occalionally 
fomewhat  more  than  might  be  neceiTary, 
than  incur  the  fmalleft  rifk  of  the  poifon 
being  ever  to  appear  at  a  future  period. 

I  have  faid  that  in  ordinary  practice  the 
mercury  mould  be  pufhed  in  a  gradual 
manner  to  the  extent  to  which  we  mean 
to  carry  it ;  that  is,  a  fmall  quantity 
mould  be  employed  at  firft,  and  gradual- 
ly increafed  till  the  full  effects  expected 
from  it  are  excited,  by  which  we  not  only 
avoid  the  inconveniencies  arifinsg  from  a 
falivation  too  fuddenly  induced,  but  ares 
thereby  enabled  to  throw  in  a  larger  quan- 
tity, and  to  keep  the  fyltem  more  com- 
pletely under  its  influence  during  the 
whole  courfe  than  we  can  ever  do  when 
much  mercury  is  given  at  once  ;  and  this, 
I  may  obferve,  is  a  point  of  the  firft  im- 
portance in  the  treatment  of  fyphilis,  for 
whoever  has  paid  attention  to  the  fubject, 
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ffluft  have  perceived  that  our  fuccefs  de- 
pends, in  a  great  meafure,  upon  the  effects 
of  the  medicine  being  fully  and  regularly 
kept  up  during  the  whole  duration  of  the 
courfe,  and  which  can  feldom  be  done 
where  it  is  not  given  in  a  gradual  manner 
at  firft.    When  the  fever,  falivati-on,  and 
other  fymptoms  become  fevere,  and  which 
they  feldom  fail  to  do  when  the  mercury 
is  given  in  large  quantities  at  firft,  an  in- 
terruption muft  neceffarily  take  place,  and 
it  is  the  effect  of  every  interruption  to 
protract  the  continuance  of  the  courfe, 
and  often  to  deceive  both  the  practitioner 
and  patient.    My  opinion,  in  fhort,  upon 
this  point  is,  that  our  certainty  of  obtain- 
ing a  fpeedy  and  permanent  cure  of  Lues 
Venerea,  is  not  merely  in  proportion  to  the 
quantity  of  mercury  that  we  employ,  but 
to  the  quantity  which  in  an  active  Hate 
can  be  thrown  into  the  fyftem  in  a  given 
fpace  of  time. 

But  while  with  a  view  to  this  I  have 
advifed  that  in  common  practice  mercury- 
mould  be  given  at  firft  in  a  gradual  or 
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flow  manner,  it  is  proper  to  remark  that 
cafes  are  fometimes  met  with  in  which  it 
is  necefTary  to  adopt  a  different  pra&ice. 
Wherever  the  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  are 
urgent,  from  their  being  deeply  feated  in 
parts  of  much  importance,  and  from  the 
progrefs  which  they  are  making  being  ra- 
pid, we  are  juftifled  in  deviating  from  this 
general  rule,  and  in  applying  the  mercu- 
ry in  fuch  a  manner  as  will  molt  fpeedily 
and  in  a  very  ample  quantity  throw  it 
into  the  fyftem.  In  this  way  a  check  will 
foon  be  given  to  the  farther  progrefs  of 
the  difeafe,  when  the  medicine,  during 
the  reft  of  the  courfe,  may  be  given  in 
the  gradual  manner  which  I  have  juft 
pointed  out. 

The  time  to  be  employed  in  a  courfe 
of  mercury,  and  the  quantity  to  be  given, 
are  circumftances,  as  I  have  already  ob- 
ferved,  that  cannot  with  any  exa&nefs  be 
afcertained.  They  depend  in  a  great 
meafure,  as  I  have  had  occalion  to  remark, 
upon  the  effects  which  they  produce  -?  but 
I  may  obferve  in  general,  that  few  cafes 
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are  fo  bad  as  to  require  the  courfe,  when 
properly  conducted,  to  be  continued  long- 
er than  nine  or  ten  weeks.  In  recent  ca- 
fes four  or  five  weeks  are  for  the  moil  part 
fufficient;  while  in  fome  obftinate  old  af- 
fections, where  the  bones  have  either  been 
difeafed,  or  the  ulcers  foul  and  extenfive, 
I  have  known  it  necefTary  to  go  on  to  the 
twelfth  or  thirteenth  week. 

During  thefe  periods  ointment,  of  the 
ftrength  I  have  mentioned,  may  be  rubbed 
in  from  the  quantity  of  three  ounces  to 
eight  or  ten.  When  the  blue  mercurial 
pill  is  employed  and  properly  prepared, 
the  quantity  may  vary  from  four  or  five 
drachms  to  two  ounces  5  or  even  to  two  and 
a  half,  or  three  ounces..  Whenever  thefe 
quantities  are  exceeded,  there  is  much 
<  a ufe  to  fuppofe  that  a  great  proportion 
of  the  medicine  has  not  entered  the  fyf- 
tem,  either  from  the  improper  method  of 
applying  it  or  fome  other  caufe. 

The  opinion  which  I  have  thus  ven- 
tured to  fuggeft,  of  the  effects  of  mercu- 
ry depending  chiefly  'upon  the  quantity 
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which  in  an  active  ftate  can  be  thrown 
into  the  fyftem  in  a  given  fpace  of  time, 
will,  at  firft,  be  doubted  by  many.  Being 
contrary  to  the  practice  which  now  gene- 
rally prevails,  few  may  be  inclined  to  fol- 
low it,  but  thofe  who  do  will  have  the  fa- 
tisfacfion  to  find  that  by  means  of  it  they 
render  their  patients  much  more  fecure 
than  can  ever  be  done  in  any  other 
/  tnanner.  By  giving  as  large  a  quantity 
of  mercury  as  the  patient  can  with  fafety 
bear,  they  will  find,  that  the  molt  invete- 
rate fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  may  be  cured 
in  much  lefs  time,  and  with  much  more 
certainty  than  they  ufually  are  by  an  al- 
terative courfe,  which,  however  ^well  it 
may  be  adapted  for  the  cure  of  the  {lighter 
fymptoms  of  fyphilis,  is  by  no  means  fuf- 
ficient  for  the  removal  of  the  more  ad- 
vanced ftages  of  the  difeafe. 

Many  practitioners  think  that  the  fame 
quantity  of  mercury  mult  prove  equally 
ufeful  in  whatever  time  it  may  be  given, 
provided  the  mouth  be  kept  moderately 
fore  during  the  whole  period.  This,  how- 
ever, 
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ever,  is  not  the  cafe,  and  the  opinion  can 
only  be  fupported  by  men  of  little  expe- 
rience in  this  branch  of  bufmefs.  I  have 
met  with  various  inftances  of  venereal 
fores,  as  well  as  other  fymptoms,  which 
had  either  obftinately  refitted  a  very  long 
continued  courfe  of  this  kind,  or  which 
had  recurred  from  time  to  time  after  a 
cure  had  been  fuppofed  to  be  obtained, 
and  which  at  la  ft  were  entirely  removed 
by  a  much  lefs  quantity  of  the  medicine 
being  given  in  a  fhorter  period.  What  I 
wifh  to  inculcate  is,  that  the  more  in- 
veterate fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  will  fel- 
tlom  yield  to  an  alterative  courfe  of  mer- 
cury, however  long  it  may  be  protracted, 
while  the  fame  or  even  a  fmaller  quan- 
tity of  the  medicine  will  often  fucceed, 
when  given  fo  as  to  keep  the  fyftem,  al- 
though for  a  fhorter  period,  yet  more  com- 
pletely under  its  influence.  1  have  now  the 
hiftory  of  more  than  fifty  cafes  in  which 
this  actually  happened  ;  where  venereal 
fores,  from  refilling  mercury  under  an  al- 
terative courfe,  were  judged  to  be  incur- 
able, and  where  complete  cures  were  after- 
wards 
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wards  obtained,  merely  by  giving  the 
fame,  or  perhaps  a  fmaller  quantity  of 
mercury,  in  a  fhorter  fpace  of  time. 


VII.  Of  the  Regimen  to  be  obferved  during  a 
Courfe  of  Mercury, 

It  was  formerly  the  practice  here,  as  it 
ftill  is  in  fome  parts  of  Europe,  to  put  every 
patient  while  taking  mercury,  upon  a  low 
diet,  and  previous  to  the  commencement 
of  the  courfe,  blood-letting  and  purgatives 
were  commonly  prefcribed. 

When  in  a  full  habit  of  body  it  is  necef- 
fary  to  throw  in  a  large  quantity  of  mer- 
cury quickly,  and  efpecially  when  it  is 
known  that  the  patient  has  been  liable  to 
inflammatory  complaints,  fome  previous 
evacuation  is  proper,  and  the  patient,  du- 
ring the  fir  ft  part  of  the  courfe,  fhould  be 
kept  upon  a  low  allowance.  But  in  gene- 
ral there  is  no  caufe  for  this,  and  the  cure 
proceeds  with  leaft  difficulty  when  the 
patient  is  kept  upon  his  ufual  diet.    It  is 
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the  ufual  efFec~l  indeed  of  mercury  to  pro- 
duce weaknefs  in  fuch  a  degree,  that  if  not 
counteracted  by  nouriming  diet,  it  is  apt 
to  injure  the  conftitution  in  a  very  import- 
ant manner.  Of  this  I  have  met  with 
fuch  a  number  of  inftances,  that  unlefs 
where  fome  ftrong  objection  occurs  to  it, 
I  always  deftre  a  patient  under  mercury 
to  live  as  well  as  if  he  was  in  full  health. 
A  full  allowance  of  animal  food  would, 
in  mod  inftances,  be,  improper,  but  I  have 
never  obferved  any  harm  enfue  from  a 
plentiful  ufe  of  fuch  other  articles  as  did 
not  difagree  with  the  ftomach  and  bowels. 
When  mercuryis  taken  by  the  mouth,  acid 
vegetables  fometimes  do  harm  ;  but  there 
is  no  caufe  for  avoiding  them  when  the 
cure  is  conducted  by  undtion. 

Patients  under  mercury  are  commonly 
defired  to  avoid  wine  and  even  malt  li- 
quor. A  great  quantity  of  either  mould 
never  perhaps  be  given ;  but  in  moderate 
quantities  they  may  be  allowed  with  fafe- 
ty.  Different  opinions  have  alfo  been 
entertained  of  the  propriety  of  patients 

going 
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going  abroad  while  under  mercury.  So 
far  as  my  obfervation  enables  me  to  judge, 
there  fhould  be  but  one  opinion  upon  the 
fubjec~t.    We  are  often  obliged  to  permit 
venereal  patients  when  ufing  mercury  to 
go  abroad,  and  to  manage  their  ordinary 
bufinefs,  but  I  have  never  done  fo  but  with 
regret.    Expofure  to  the  irregularities  of 
the  atmofphere  always  does  harm  in  a 
courfe  of  mercury.    It  is  apt  to  produce 
diftrefs  at  ftomach,  pains  in  the  bowels, 
and  purging.    This  necefTarily  impedes 
the  operation  of  the  medicine,  by  which 
the  cure  is  not  only  protracted  but  render- 
ed more  uncertain.    I  am  clearly  of  opi- 
nion therefore,  that  this  kind  of  expofure 
fhould  at  all  times  be  avoided.    At  the 
lame  time  I  do  not  think  it  necefTary  that 
patients  ufing  mercury  mould  be  kept  in 
a  great  degree  of  heat.    On  the  contrary, 
much  advantage  is  derived  from  their  li- 
ving in  a  large  well-aired  apartment,  and 
in  a  degree  of  heat  moll  agreeable  to  their 
own  feelings.    Nay,  except  in  the  cold 
cather  of  winter  and  fpring,  there  is  no 
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neceffity  for  confinement  to  one  apart- 
ment ;  and  any  unufual  quantity  of  cloth- 
ing, whether  in  bed  or  during  the  day,  is 
altogether  unnecefTary.  In  fhort,  much 
expofure  appears  obvioufly  to  prove  hurt- 
ful, while  no  advantage  is  derived  from 
the  patient  being  kept  in  an  unufual  de- 
gree of  heat. 

I  think  it  proper,  however,  to  obferve 
with  refpedt  to  clothing,  that  linen  mould 
never  be  worn  next  the  lkin  during  the 
ufe  of  mercury  \  whether  the  patient 
fweats  much  or  not,  it  keeps  the  furface  of 
his  body  colder  than  it  ought  to  be  ;  and 
if  liable  to  profufe  perfpiration  he  is  even 
apt  to  be  hurt  by  it.  Flannel  moid;!  be 
worn  during  the  cold  of  winter  and  fpring, 
and  cotton  when  the  weather  is  temperate. 
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VIII.  Of  Profufe  Salivation  and  fome  other 
Effects  of  Mercury. 

We  have  already  had  occafion  to  fee, 
that  in  the  cure  of  Lues  Venerea  no  ad- 
vantage is  to  be  derived  from  any  increafe 
that  may  be  made  to  any  of  the  fecretions. 
But  we  have  alfo  feen,  that  the  advanced 
ftages  of  the  difeafe  cannot  be  with  cer- 
tainty cured  without  fuch  a  quantity  of 
mercury  being  thrown  into  the  fyitem  as 
very  commonly  excites  an  increafed  dis- 
charge of  all  the  fecretions,  and  particu- 
larly of  the  faliva.     When  this  proves 
moderate,  no  harm  enfues  from  it,  but  oc- 
calionally  a  falivation  arrives  at  fuch  a 
height  as  to  produce  much  inconveniency 
and  diftrefs.    Indeed  the  readinefs  with 
which  mercury  in  fome  cafes  runs  to  the 
mouth  is  fuch,  that  it  is  with  difficulty  a 
mmcient  quantity  for  curing  the  difeafe 
can  be  given ;  and  it  produces,  I  may  ob- 
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ferve,  one  of  the  mod  diftrefsful  circum- 
flances  that  we  meet  with  in  practice. 

The  moft  certain  method  of  preventing 
fevere  falivation  is  the  gradual  exhibition 
of  mercury  in  the  manner  I  have  point- 
ed  out.     Occafionally    we  fucceed  by 
guarding  againft  external  cold  j  by  con- 
finement to   the  houfe  and  the  ufe  of 
warm  clothing  of  flannel  or  cotton.  But 
while  in  this  manner  we  fupport  a  gentle 
and  equal  flow  of  the  matter  of  perfora- 
tion, fevere  fweating  is  to   be  avoided, 
which  always  proves  hurtful,  and  even 
fometimes,  as  I  have  thought,  more  fo 
than  profufe  falivation.  But  in  fome  cafes, 
even  with  all  the  attention  that  can  be 
given,  the  mouth  becomes  quickly  fore, 
and  a  difcharge  of  faliva  takes  place  foon- 
er  than  we  expert. 

Purgatives  are  the  remedies  molt  fre- 
quently employed  for  removing  faliva- 
tion :  I  have  not  found,  however,  that 
they  prove  ufeful,  and  when  periifled  in 
they  never  fail  to  do  harm,  for  they  weak- 
en 
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en  the  patient,  while  they  feldom  leffen 
the  difcharge  of  faliva. 

Blifters  have  alfo  been  advifed.  The 
fenfe  of  fuffocation,  which  the  fwelling 
of  the  falivary  glands  fometimes  excites, 
would  appear  to  indicate  the  life  of  blif- 
ters. We  do  not  perceive,  however,  that 
they  have  much  influence  upon  the  dif- 
charge, while  by  the  irritation  which  they 
produce  they  very  commonly  do  harm. 

As  fulphur  when  combined  with  mer- 
cury renders  it  fo  inert  that  it  fcarcely 
ads  upon  the  human  body,  many  have 
imagined  that  it  mult  tend  to  lefien  the 
ordinary  effects  of  mercury  upon  the  fyf- 
tem.  We  do  not  however  find  that  thefe 
views  which  theory  fuggefled  are  in  prac- 
tice realized.  Sulphur  has  often  been 
employed  for  leflening  the  violence  of 
falivation,  but  in  the  courfe  of  my  obfer- 
vation,  no  inftances  have  occurred  of  any 
advantage  being  derived  from  it. 

To  me  it  appears  that  this  effect  of  mer- 
cury is  entirely  local,  and  to  be  cured 
therefore  with  moft  certainty  by  local 

T  4  remedies 


28o         Of  the  Remedies  ufed        Ch.  IV. 

remedies.    It  is  ohviouily  the  confequence 
of  irritation  produced  by  mercury  upon 
the  falivary  glands  :  The  dread  therefore 
which  fome  have  entertained  of  the  ufe 
of  local  remedies  feems  to  have  no  good 
foundation  ;  and  accordingly  I  have  found 
that  they  may  be  employed  with  freedom. 
As  a  warn  for  this  purpofe,  lime-water 
proves  ufeful,  but  it  requires  to  be  dilut- 
ed.   A  ftrong  infufion  of  red-rofe  leaves, 
of  galls,  oak  bark,  and  other  aftringents, 
proves  alfo  ferviceable  >  but  the  mod  ef- 
fectual application  that  I  have  employed 
is  a  ftrong  folution  of  borax  *J    A  fpoon- 
ful  of  the  folution  being  kept  in  the  mouth 
from  time  to  time  proves  pleafant  and 
foothing,  and  at  laft  it  has  often  an  obvious 
efFec~t  upon  the  quantity  of  the  difcharge. 
In  fome  degree  it  may  prove  ufeful  as  an 
aftringent,  but  it  feems  to  act.  chiefly  as 
a  fedative,  by  leffening  the  irritable  irate 
of  the  falivary  glands. 

It 

*  Vide  Appendix,  No.  2,3. 
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It  is  evidently  in  this  manner  that 
opium  proves  ufeful  in  removing  faliva- 
tion;  for  although  fome  advantage  is  de- 
rived from  applying  it  directly  to  the 
parts  affected  in  the  form  of  a  gargle,  it 
proves  always  much  more  ufeful  when 
given  internally.  A  dofe  of  laudanum, 
fufficient  to  allay  the  irritation  and  pain 
of  a  profufe  faiivation,  and  to  procure 
ileep  during  the  night,  not  only  gives  tem- 
porary relief,  but  is  the  raoft  powerful  re- 
medy we  can  employ  for  removing  the 
difcharge.  When  the  uneafmefs  is  fevere 
the  opiate  mould  alfo  be  repeated  in  the 
morning. 

Where  faiivation  comes  fuddenly  to  a 
greater  height  than  the  quantity  of  mer- 
cury mould  give  us  caufe  to  expect,  we 
are  apt  to  be  at  a  lofs,  and  become  afraid 
of  giving  more  left  diftrefsful  confequen- 
ces  mould  enfue.  In  fuch  circumftances, 
however,  I  have  often  found  that  although 
the  fame  quantity  of  mercury  was  con- 
tinued daily,  yet  the  faiivation  did  not  in- 
creafe,  and  that  in  this  manner  it  might 

be 
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be  given  till  the  cure  was  complete.  This 
does  not  indeed  always  happen;  but  it  fuc- 
ceeds  fo  frequently,  that  in  every  inftance 
it  mould  be  tried  ;  for  a  cure  may  thus  be 
accomplished  in  a  few  weeks  which  other- 
wife  might  be  protracted  for  feveral 
months. 

I  have  alfo  had  occahon  to  remark,  if 
falivation  excited  in  this  manner  be  al- 
lowed to  fublide  entirely,  that  the  fame  or 
even  a  greater  quantity  of  mercury,  may 
afterwards  be  exhibited  without  any  rifk 
of  the  difcharge  coming  again  to  a  limilar 
height.  Of  this,  indeed,  I  have  met  with 
fuch  a  number  of  inftances,  that  I  would 
advife  the  practice  always  to  be  adopted, 
when  a  proper  quantity  of  mercury  cannot 
be  continued  with  fafety  from  the  firft. 

One  of  the  molt  diftrefsful  occurrences 
that  we  meet  with  in  this  difeafe  proceeds 
from  a  peculiarity  inherent  in  fome  con- 
rtitutions,  by  which  even  the  frnalleft 
quantity  of  mercury  is  apt  to  rum  with 
violence  to  the  mouth.  It  is  particularly 
apt  to  happen  where  the  patient  labours 

under 
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under  the  fea  fcurvy.  In  this  cafe  our 
only  remedy  is  the  removal  of  the  fcor- 
butic  diathefis  by  a  plentiful  ufe  of  acid 
vegetables  and  other  antifcorbutics ;  but 
where  it  does  not  proceed  from  this  caufe 
all  that  we  can  do  is  to  give  thofe  prepa- 
rations of  mercury  that  are  leaft  apt  to 
affect  the  mouth,  and  to  prefcribe  them  in 
the  fmalleft  dofes.  In  this  view  corrofive 
fublimate  in  fmall  quantities  anfwers  well; 
and  in  fuch  conftitutions  I  have  fometimes 
found  that  Plummer's  pill,  a  combination 
of  calomel  and  fulphur,  on  which  in  com- 
mon practice  no  great  dependence  is  com- 
monly placed,  has  proved  completely  fuc- 
cefsful  *. 

It  luckily  happens,  however,  where  fa- 
livation  is  thus  eafily  excited,  that  the 
fymptoms  of  fyphilis  in  general  yield  to 
a  fmall  quantity  of  mercury.  Some  of 
the  worft  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  will 
give  way  to  a  falivation  induced  by  a  very 
few  grains  of  mercury.  Even  the  uneanV 
nefs  produced  by  nodes  fubfides  at  once 

on 

*  Vide  Appendix,  No.  21. 


284         .  Of  the  Remedies  ufed       Ch.  IV. 


on  falivation  being  fully  excited.  But  it 
is  proper  to  remark  that  this  firft  effect  of 
the  mercury  will  not  prove  permanent  if 
it  be  not  followed  with  farther  quantities, 
given  at  fuch  intervals  as  the  Mate  of  the 
falivation  will  admit.  I  have  repeatedly 
found,  however,  that  this  may  be  done 
with  fafety,-  even  where  a  fevere  degree 
of  falivation  has  previoufly  taken  place. 
In  one  cafe  of  deep  venereal  ulcers  on  the 
moulder  and  on  the  head,  as  well  as  of  a 
node  upon  one  of  the  bones  of  the  fore 
arm,  a  violent  falivation  was  excited  by 
the  exhibition  of  five  mercurial  pills,  each 
of  which  contained  only  one  grain  of 
mercury.  This  gave  an  entire  check  to 
the  pain  which  accompanied  the  node, 
and  to  the  progrefs  of  the  ulcers ;  and  al- 
though other  five  pills  only  were  given, 
the  falivation  was  kept  up  for  eight  weeks, 
when 'the  fores  healed  and  the  cure  was 
complete ;  at  leaft  no  venereal  fymptoms 
have  yet  appeared,  although  feveral  years 
have  elapfed. 

In 
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In  the  progrefs  of  a  long  .continued  fa- 
livation,  tooth-ach  and  pains  in  the  jaws 
and  gums  are  apt  to  occur,  and  they  add 
much  to  the  diftrefs  of  the  patient.  One 
important  advantage  is  gained  from  gi- 
ving mercury  in  a  gradual  manner ;  by 
beginning  with  fmall  quantities  and  in- 
creafing  them  flowly  the  glands  of  thefe 
parts  do  not  fwell  fo  fuddenly,  nor  is  the 
pains  which  enfue  fo  fevere  as  when  large 
dofes  are  given  at  once.  We  alio  derive 
advantage  from  keeping  the  parts  covered 
with  thin  flannel.  Indeed  flannel  feems 
here  to  be  equally  ufeful  as  in  the  ordi- 
nary form  of  rheum.atifm;  from  which, 
and  from  the  refemblance  which  thefe 
pains  bear  to  rheumatic  affections,  I  con- 
clude that  they  are  of  the  fame  nature. 

Before  a  patient  enters  upon  a  courfe  of 
mercury,  if  there  is  caufe  to  imagine  that 
he  will  be  long  kept  under  it,  and  that  a 
large  quantity  will  be  required,  we  may 
fave  him  a  good  deal  of  diftrefs,  by  in- 
fpeding  his  mouth,  and  removing  any 
teeth  that  are  either  very  loofe,  or  much 
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fpoiled  ;  for  teeth  in  this  ffcate  never  fail 
to  give  much  pain  when  the  full  effect  of 
the  mercury  upon  the  mouth  has  taken 
place.  The  points  of  teeth  that  are  rag- 
ged mould  alfo  be  removed,  as  they  are 
apt  to  produce  painful  and  troublefome 
ulcers  on  the  contiguous  parts  as  foon  as 
they  become  much  fwelled. 

Ulceration  of  the  inlide  of  the  cheeks 
and  other  parts  of  the  mouth  occurs  alfo, 
and  often  in  a  very  diftrefsful  manner,  as 
the  effect  of  mercury  alone,  where  no 
teeth  in  a  difeafed  flate  can  be  difcover- 
ed.  The  moft  effectual  method  of  pre- 
venting this  is,  to  caufe  the  patient  warn 
his  mouth  feveral  times  a-day,  perhaps 
every  two  hours,  during  the  whole  conti- 
nuance of  the  courfe,  with  port- wine  and 
water,  an  infufion  of  red-rofe  leaves,  or 
any  other  aflringent.  In  this  manner  we 
ftrengthen  the  parts  againft  the  ufual  ac- 
tion of  the  medicine,  and  it  alfo  proves 
ufeful  by  preventing  that  foulnefs  of  the 
mouth  which  in  every  courfe  of  mercury 
is  apt  to  take  place.    Fig  tea  and  other 
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emollients  are  commonly  employed  for 
this  purpofe,  but  I  have  not  found  that 
they  anfwer  fo  well  as  aftringents. 

In  fpeaking  of  the  different  preparations 
of  mercury  I  had  occafion  to  remark  that 
almofl  all  of  them,  when  given  internally, 
are  apt  to  injure  the  ftomach  and  bowels. 
It  is  chiefly  the  bowels,  however,  which 
Suffer  from  mercury,  and  they  do  fo  in 
fome  inftances  in  a  very  alarming  degree. 
The  purging  which  takes  place  proves  not 
only  painful  and  debilitating,  but  often 
obftinate.  At  firfl  the  difcharge  confifls 
chiefly  of  faeces,  but  afterwards  thefe  are 
mixed  with  flime,  and  often  with  confi- 
derable  quantities  of  blood.  The  patient 
is  alfo  apt  to  fuffer  from  a  frequent  tenes- 
mus. 

From  the  fimilarity  of  fymptoms  we 
mould  be  apt  to  imagine  that  purgatives 
might  be  equally  Serviceable  here  as  in 
common  cafes  of  dyfentery  and  diarrhoea; 
but  we  do  not  find  that  this  is  the  cafe. 
We  derive  fome  advantage,  however,  from 
fheathing  the  inteftines  with  a  plentiful 
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ufe  of  the  farinaceous  vegetables;  with 
animal  jellies,  prepared  with  calves  feet, 
and  mavings  of  hartfhorn.  Milk  boiled 
to  the  confiftence  of  a  jelly  with  wheaten 
flower,  or  flower  of  rice,  proves  likewife 
an  ufeful  remedy. 

In  preventing  this  effect,  of  mercury  up- 
on the  interlines,  we  derive  advantage 
from  the  patient  being  kept  in  a  moderate 
and  equable  heat,  and  from  his  fkin  being 
preferved  in ,  a  perfpirable  ftate  5  and  fo 
remarkable  is  the  influence  of  this,  that 
the  flighteft  check  to  the  difcharge  by  the 
Akin  feldom  fails  of  inducing  diarrhoea. 
The  fact,  indeed,  is  fo  generally  admitted, 
that  I  would  not  have  taken  this  particu- 
lar notice  of  it,  if  a  contrary  opinion  had 
not  lately  been  advanced,  and  from  which 
much  mifchief  might  enfue,  were  the  prac- 
tice to  be  adopted  which  it  tends  to  in- 
culcate f . 

Camphor 

*  Mr  John  Hunter,  whofe  ingenuity  and  abilities 
arc  only  to  be  equalled  by  his  lingular  opinions,  does 
not  imagine  that  the  operation  of  mercury  can  be  af~; 
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Camphor  proves  fometimes  ufeful  in 
corre&ing  this  fymptom.  It  may  be  gi- 
ven for  this  purpofe  to  the  extent  of  eight 
or  ten  grains,  three  times  a-day.  Some 
of  the  abforbent  earths,  and  kino,  are  oc- 
casionally ufed  with  advantage  \  but  opi- 
ates, particularly  when  thrown  up  by  the 
rectum,  are  the  remedies  upon  which  we 
chiefly  depend  for  removing  the  pain,  and 
this  is  very  commonly  attended  with  a 
diminution  of  the  difcharge.  When  a 
glyfter  of  thin  itarch,  containing  fifty  or 
fixty  drops  of  laudanum,  can  be  retained, 
it  feldom  fails  to  give  immediate  relief, 
but  where  the  teneimus  is  fevere,  what- 
ever is  injected  by  the  anus  is  very  apt  to 
be  inftantly  returned.   In  this  cafe,  opium 

Vol.  II.  U  conjoined 

fe&ed  by  cold,  not  even  by  the  patient  being  allowed 
to  walk  "  in  froft  and  fnow."  Mr  Hunter  does  not 
fay  that  he  has  pra&ifed  this  method,  and  I  cannot 
avoid  obferving,  that  nothing  lhould  have  warranted 
the  publication  of  fuch  an  opinion  but  very  ample  ex- 
perience of  its  being  well  founded.  Vide  Mr  Hunter's 
Treatife  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  p.  349. 
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conjoined  with  kino,  in  the  form  of  pills, 
feems  to  be  the  beft  form  of  the  remedy. 

It  is  here  proper  to  remark,  that  al- 
though purging  and  gripes  are  frequent 
eonfequences  of  the  internal  ufe  of  mer- 
cury, they  are  feldom  obferved  during  the 
longefb  mercurial  courfe  where  unction 
only  is  employed.  When  the  courfe  is 
conducted  in  this  manner,  loofe  ftools  may 
occahonaily  occur,  but  they  may  general- 
ly be  traced  to  the  effects  of  cold  and 
dampnefs.  1  have  feldom  obferved  an  in- 
ftance  of  fevere  or  obftinate  diarrhoea 
from  the  external  application  of  mercury, 
where  it  had  not  been  previoufly  given 
by  the  mouth. 

When  none  of  the  means  that  we  em- 
ploy for  removing  the  purging  prove  ef- 
fectual, a  temporary  fufpenfion  of  the  mer- 
cury mould  be  advifedj  without  which, 
indeed,  all  our  remedies  will  frequently 
be  of  little  or  no  avail. 

Profufe  perfpiration,  as  I  have  already 
obferved,  is  an  effect  that  fometimes  en- 
fues  from  mercury,  and  it  ought  to  be 
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guarded  againfl  with  much  attention.  No- 
thing tends  more  to  induce  debility  and 
injure  the  cOnftitution  than  a  long  conti- 
nuance of  this  fymptom. 

Our  moil  effectual  method  of  prevent- 
ing it  is  to  avoid  much  warmth,  for  we 
commonly  obferve  that  patients  avoid  the 
effects  of  it  who  pay  due  attention  to  the 
heat  of  their  apartments.  In  former 
times,  it  was  the  practice  to  confine  pa- 
tients under  mercury  to  fmall  apartments  ; 
to  prevent  as  much  as  poffible  all  kind  of 
accefs  to  the  external  air ;  and  to  have 
the  bed  placed  by  the  fide  of  a  large  fire. 
Thefe  meafures  prove  detrimental  in  dif- 
ferent ways,  and  they  feldom  fail  to  ex- 
cite a  con  ft  ant  and  profufe  perfpiration. 
The  moft  effectual  method  of  preventing 
this  is,  to  keep  the  patient  in  an  equal 
moderate  temperature  ;  in  a  large  apart- 
ment ;  and  even  to  admit  of  his  going 
from  one  apartment  to  another,  which,  in 
molt  inftances,  may  be  done  with  fafety. 
A  nourifhing  diet,  a  moderate  allowance 
of  wine,  the  free  ufe  of  Peruvian  bark, 

U  2  and 


292         Of  the  Remedies  ufed         Ch.  IV 


and  of  the  vitriolic  acid,  are  the  mod 
effectual  remedies  againft  this  effect  of 
mercury.  But  nothing  proves  fuccefsful 
where  the  apartment  is  kept  too  much 
heated. 

In  fome  cafes  the  kidneys  are  particu- 
larly acted  upon  by  mercury ;  but  the 
difcharge  of  urine  which  it  excites  is  fel- 
dom  fo  great  as  to  injure  the  patient. 
Were  it  ever  to  do  fo,  the  remedies  com- 
monly employed  in  diabetes  would  be  ad- 
vifed,  and  of  thefe  the  moft  effectual  per- 
haps that  we  could  give,  would  be  fuch  as 
operate  by  promoting  a  diaphoreiis. 

It  is  not  an  uncommon  effect  of  mer- 
cury to  excite  an  eruption  upon  the  fur- 
face  of  the  body.  In  fome  this  appears 
as  a  miliary  ram,  fomewhat  refembling 
mealies 3  while  in  others  it  is  confiderably 
elevated,  and  feems  to  be  produced  by  a 
ferous  effufion  between  the  cutis  and  fcarf 
ikin.  In  fome  the  eruption  is  partial,  be- 
ing confined  to  particular  fpots,  while  in 
others  it  prevails  generally  over  the  whole 
body. 

This 
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This  eruption  or  efflorefcence  Ls  not  at- 
tended with  pain,  but  the  heat  and  itchy- 
nefs  which  it  excites  are  in  fome  inftances 
fo  diftrefsful  that  it  keeps  the  patient  at 
all  times  very  uneafy,  and  deprives  him 
entirely  of  reft. 

The  remedies  which  I  have  found  to  an- 
fwer  beft  for  the  removal  of  this  eruption, 
are,  the  internal  ufe  of  opiates,  conjoined 
with  the  application  of  flower,  or  ftarch- 
powder,  to  the  parts  affected.  The  fkin  is 
kept  fufrlciently  cool  and  eafy  by  one  or 
other  of  thefe  powders  being  from  time  to 
time  freely  applied  to  it  \  and  by  a  proper 
exhibition  of  opiates  we  prevent  reftlefmefs 
during  the  night.  In  fome  inftances,  how- 
ever, we  are  obliged  to  avoid  the  ufe  of  opi- 
ates j  for  although  they  may  anfwer  the  pur- 
pofe  of  procuring  fleep,  they  tend  evidently 
to  increafe  the  heat  and  itchy nefs  of  the 
eruption.  We  find,  indeed,  that  in  fome 
constitutions  opium  excites  an  uneafy 
itchy  fenfation  over  the  whole  body,  even 
where  no  eruption  has  previoufly  taken 
place  ;  and  it  is  perhaps  with  fuch  pa- 
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tients  only  that  it  cannot  be  employed  in 
the  treatment  of  this  eruption. 

The  eruption  to  which  I  allude  appears- 
to  arife  entirely  from  the  effect  of  the 
mercury  upon  the  fyftem ;  but  it  does  not 
feem  to  depend  upon  any  particular  pre- 
paration of  the  remedy.  It  takes  place  in- 
difcriminately  from  all  of  them,  and  not 
more  readily  from  unction  than  from 
thofe  preparations  that  are  ufed  internal- 
ly.   But  there  is  a  kind  of  eruption  of  a 
local  nature,  produced  entirely  by  the 
friction  employed  in  the  application  of 
unction.     This  appears  in  the  form  of 
diftinct  puftules,  which  in  fome  are  ac- 
companied with  a  good  deal  of  uneafinefs^. 
while  in  others  they  produce  no  kind  of 
diftrefs.    No  remedy  proves  of  any  avail 
while  the  ufe  of  the  ointment  is  continu- 
ed, but  the  eruption  may  always  be  pre- 
vented by  the  precaution  that  I  formerly 
gave  of  not  applying  the  friction  in  daily 
iucceflion  to  the  fame  part. 


IX. 
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IX.  Does  Mercury  ever  fail  in  the  Cure  of 
Lues  Venerea  f 

This  is  a  queftion  of  the  utmoft  im- 
portance, and  merits  therefore  our  parti- 
cular attention.    I  am  difpofed  from  the 
refult  of  my  own  experience  to  fay  that 
mercury,  under  proper  management,  may 
be  conlidered  as  a  certain  remedy  for  fy- 
philis  when  not  combined  with  other  dif- 
eafes,  or  given  to  patients  in  fuch  a  flate 
of  debility,  that  a  quantity  of  the  medi- 
cine, fufficient  for  deftroying  the  virus  of 
the  difeafe,  cannot  with  fafety  be  employ^ 
ed.    I  know  that  fome  are  of  a  different 
opinion;  but  I  conclude  that  they  are 
wrong,  from  my  never  having  met  with 
an  inftance  of  mercury  having  failed  when 
it  was  properly  given,  but  where  fome  ob- 
vious reafon,  fuch  as  I  have  mentioned, 
could  be  afligned  for  it. 

U  4  Lues 
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Lues  Venerea,  as  we  have  already  had 
occafion  to  fee,  is  fometimes  combined 
with  difeafes  in  which  mercury  does  harm. 
This  is  particularly  the  cafe  in  fcurvy, 
and  in  fbme  degree  with  fcrophula;  '  In 
the  higher  degrees,  of  fcurvy  mercury  can- 
not be  given  but  with  much  danger  j  and. 
even  where  fcurvy  prevails  in  a  flight 
manner  only,  mercury  cannot  be  employ- 
ed in  quantities  fufficient  for  eradicating 
the  more  formidable  fymptoms  of  Lues 
Venerea.  When  the  two  difeafes  there- 
fore are  conjoined,  we  cannot  expecl:  that 
mercury  will  cure  any  venereal  fymptoms 
that  may  take  place  ;  and  I  believe  that 
we  are  often  difappointed  in  the  treatment 
of  this  difeafe  by  the  patient  at  the  fame 
time  labouring  under  a  certain  t  degree  of 
fcurvy,  which  although  not  fo  obvioufly 
marked,  as  to  indicate  the  propriety  of 
advifmg  an  antifcorbutic  regimen,  may 
yet  be  fufficient  to  prevent  him  from  re- 
ceiving the  full  advantage  of  a  courfe  of 
mercury. 
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I  conclude  this  to  be  the  cafe  [from  the 
frequent  inftances  that  we  meet  with  of 
the  failure  of  mercury  in  the  cure  of  ma- 
ny of  the  fymptoms  of  fyphilis,  in  which 
"it  afterwards  proves  fuccefsful  when  the 
conftitution  has  been  reftored  from  a  weak 
debilitated  ftate  to  ftrength  and  firmnefsj 
and  which  we  endeavour  to  accomplifh 
by  a  milk  and  vegetable  diet,  country  air, 
and  fuch  other  articles  of  regimen  as  tend 
to  remove  the  different  fymptoms  of  fcurvy. 

Nay  I  believe,  that  a  mercurial  courfe, 
when  long  protracted,  is  apt  to  induce  a 
certain  degree  of  that  very  ftate  of  the 
fyftem  to  which  I  allude,  and  which  I 
conceive  to  be  the  caufe  of  the  failure  of 
mercury  when  in  this  manner  it  has  been 
long  continued.  Every  practitioner  is 
acquainted  with  this  circumftance,  that 
a  variety  of  venereal  fymptoms,  and  more 
efpecially  extenfive  ulcers,  will  to  a  cer- 
tain length  do  well  under  mercury,  when 
after  a  great  deal  of  the  medicine  has 
been  given  they  will  become  ftationary, 
and  make  no  farther  progrefs,  although 

the 
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the  mercury  mould  be  given  even  in  lar- 
ger quantities  than  at  firft.    Nay  in  fome 
inftances  they  become  worfe.     The  dif- 
charge  from  the  ulcers,  inftead  of  being 
mild  and  purulent,  as  for  fome  time  it 
may  have  been,  will  become  thin,  ftiarp 
and  corrofive,  and  the  fores  themfelves 
more  extenfive.    In  this  fituation  a  far- 
ther continuance  of  mercury  very  com- 
monly does  harm,  while  the  moft  obvious 
advantages  are  derived  from  it  on  the 
flrength  of  the  patient  being  reftored  by 
a  proper  regimen.    We  even  fometimes 
find  that  in  this  fituation  a  cure  is  accom- 
plished by  regimen  alone,  and  that  no 
more  mercury  is  required ;  but  this  can 
only  happen  where  a  fufficient  quantity 
of  the  medicine  has  been  previously  given 
for  deftroying  the  virus  of  the  difeafe,  and 
where  the  ulcers  which  remained  were 
kept  up  by  a  ftate  of  the  fyftem,  which 
mercury,  inftead  of  removing  tended  to 
promote. 

In  the  commencement  of  a  mercurial 
courfe,  and  for  fome  time  thereafter,  it  is 
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;;  certain  effect  of  it  to  excite  inflamma- 
ion,  and  to  produce  that  flate  of  the  fyf- 
tem  which  we  conceive  to  be  the  very 
eeverfe  of  what  takes  place  in  fcurvy. 
[The  pulfe  becomes  full  and  frequent,  and 
the  blood  firm  and  fizy ;  but  all  who 
nave  paid  attention  to  the  fubjed:  will 
nave  perceived,  that  the  contrary  happens 
vhere  mercury  has  been  long  continued. 
The  patient,  however  full  he  may  have 
oeen,  is  for  the  moil  part  much  emaciated, 
lis  pulfe  is  feeble,  and  any  febrile  fymp- 
oms  to  which  he  may  be  liable  are  of  the 
:ow  or  putrid  kind.  The  particular  Hate 
)f  the  blood  in  this  fituation  we  have  few 
opportunities  of  obferving,  as  for  the  molt 
oart  the  difcharge  even  of  a  fmall  quan- 
tity, would,  in  fuch  circumftances,  prove 
aurtful,  and  therefore  is  not  advifed. 
There  is  reafon  however  to  conclude,  that 
it  is  the  reverfe  of  what  takes  place  from 
inflammation,  for  the  moft  effectual  reme- 
dies that  we  employ,  are  a  generous  diet,, 
wine  and  bark. 

This 
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This  opinion  of  the  effects  of  mercury- 
receives  fome  confirmation,  I  may  remark, 
from  the  putrefcency  which  it  evidently 
excites  in  the  mouth  \  and  from  the  pe-^ 
culiar  tendency  both  of  mercury  and 
fcurvy  to  produce  a  tender  ftate  of  the 
gums,  and  a  very  foetid  ftate  of  the  breath, 
we  have  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  the  effects 
of  both  are  in  fome  degree  the  fame. 

This  might  be  farther  elucidated  by  Va- 
rious arguments  which  the  extent  of  this 
publication  will  not  admit.  Enough, 
however,  has  been  laid,  for  the  pnrpofe  of 
explaining  the  chief  part  of  the  treatment 
that  I  have  ventured  to  propofe ;  parti- 
cularly that  which  relates  to  the  regimen 
to ;  be  obferved  during  a  courfe  of  mer- 
cury. 

In  fpeaking  of  fcrophula  as  an  impedi- 
ment to  the  action  of  mercury  in  the  cure 
of  Lues  Venerea,  I  do  not  mean  to  fav 
that  the  difeafe  cannot  be  cured  in  fcro- 
phuluous  conftitutions.  We  daily  meet 
with  the  contrary  :  But  we  alfo  find,  when 
the  fame  fore  partakes  both  of  fcrophula 

and 


Sect.  IV.         in  Lues  Venerea,  301 


and  Lues  Venerea,  that  we  do  not  derive 
the  fame  advantages  from  mercury  as  in 
fores  purely  venereal.  In  fueh  circum- 
ftances,  after  a  fufficient  quantity  of  mer- 
cury has  been  given,  and  of  which  we 
judge  by  the  fores  or  other  fymptoms  makr 
ing  no  farther  progrefs  towards  amend- 
ment, our  bell  chance  of  effecting  a  cure 
is  to  omit  the  mercury  ;  and  not  to  have 
recourfe  to  it  again  till  by  the  ufe  of  bark, 
cold  bathing,  cicuta,  and  other  remedies 
employed  for  fcrophula,  the  difpohtion  is 
corrected  or  removed  by  which  the  ope- 
ration of  the  mercury  upon  the  fyphilitic 
fymptoms  was  rendered  abortive. 

But  the  moft  frequent  caufe  of  our  fail- 
ure with  mercury  in  the  cure  of  fyphilis, 
is  that  which  I  have  already  had  occalion 
to  notice,  our  giving  it  in  fiich  fmall  quan- 
tities as  are  not  fufficient  in  the  more  ad- 
vanced ftages  of  the  difeafe  for  eradicating 
the  virus  \  by  which,  although. the  fymp- 
toms may  all  be  rendered  mild,  or  even  ap- 
parently removed,  they  either  do  not  en- 
tirely difappear,  or,  are  afterwards  apt  to 
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recur.  This,  however,  i  s  not  the  fault  of  the 
remedy,  but  of  the  method  of  tiling  it,  and 
of  which  all  who  adopt  the  practice  of  giv- 
ing it  in  fufficient  quantities  will  be  convin- 
ced. Since  I  went  fully  into  this  practice, 
befldes  many  inftancesthat  I  have  met  with 
of  mercury  proving  effectual  when  given 
in  full  quantities,  when  in  fmaller  quan- 
tities, it  had  previoufly  failed,  I  have  not 
as  yet,  and  feveral  years  have  elapfed, 
had  a  fingle  infiance  of  its  failure,  except 
in  fuch  combinations  as  I  have  mention- 
ed, or  where  the  conftitution  was  in  fuch 
a  flate  of  debility  that  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity of  mercury  could  not  be  employed. 
But  even  of  thefe  very  few  cafes  have  oc- 
curred. I  have  no  hefitation,  therefore, 
in  flying,  that  mercury  under  proper  ma- 
nagement, may,  with  very  few  limita- 
tions, be  confidered  as  a  certain  remedy 
for  fyphilis.  This  was  my  opinion  when 
the  firft  edition  of  this  work  was  publi fri- 
ed ;  and  it  has  been  fully  confirmed  by 
much  experience  in  this  branch  of  bufinefs 
iince  that  period. 

§  3- 
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§  3- 

Of  Guaiacum. 

Guaiacum  has  long  been  employed  as 
a  remedy  in  Lues  Venerea.    It  was  ufed 
indeed  very  generally  over  Europe  foon 
after  this  difeafe  came  to  attract  the  at- 
tention of  practitioners.    Being  for  fome 
time  the  only  remedy  upon  which  any 
dependence  was  placed,  it  was  at  firffc 
greatly  extolled  by  all  who  wrote  upon 
it ;  and  from  the  teftimony  given  of  it  by 
authors  of  the  firrt  reputation,  not  only  of 
thefe  times,  but  of  later  periods,  there  was 
no  reafon  to  doubt  of  its  being  poffefled 
of  the  power  of  mitigating,  and  perhaps 
of  curing  fome  of  the  fymptoms  of  fyphi- 
lis.    The  powers  of  mercury,  however, 
were  found  to  be  fo  pre-eminent  that  guai- 
acum came  at  laft  to  be  feldom  ufed  by 
itfelf,  but  by  many  it  was,  and  flill  is 
continued  as  an  afllftant  to  mercury. 

Being 
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Being  feldom  given  by  itfelf,  many  came 
at  laft  to  doubt  whether  any  advantage 
was  obtained  from  it  or  not ;  and  fome 
went  fo  far  as  to  fay  that  it  poflefTed  no 
power  whatever  over  any  fymptom  of  this 
difeafe.4  This  is  one,  which  among  other 
effects,  might  be  mentioned  that  refult 
from  habit  and  prejudice.  I  own  too, 
that  from  the  fame  caufe  I  was  at  one 
period,  of  this  opinion,  till  I  found  by  ex- 
periment that  guaiacum  in  different  forms 
could  even  by  itfelf  remove  many  of  the 
fymptoms  of  fyphilis.  Venereal  ulcers 
and  blotches  upon  the  fkin,  are  the  fymp- 
toms in  the  removal  of  which  its  effects 
are  molt  confpicuous.  In  three  cafes  of 
ulcers,  and  one  of  blotches  upon  the  breafl 
and  arms,  all  clearly  marked,  and  in  which 
mercury  had  never  been  employed,  the 
fymptoms  were  completely  removed  by 
the  internal  ufe  of  guaiacum  alone.  In 
the  patient  with  blotches,  however,  the 
difeafe  returned  in  the  fpace  of  a  month, 
but  not  in  the  fame  form.  In  one  of  the 
others,  the  ulcers  appeared  again  at  the 
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end  of  fix  weeks.  In  a  third  they  conti- 
nued well  after  three  months  had  elapfed, 
but  what  became  of  this  patient  after- 
wards, and  of  the  fourth  I  do  not  know. 
The  two  firft  were  afterwards  cured  with 
mercury. 

Although  the  refult  of  thefe  trials  did 
not  induce  me  ever  to  truft  to  guaiacum 
alone,  they  gave  fufficient  ground  to  con- 
fider  it  as  a  remedy  from  which  fome  ad- 
vantage may  be  derived  when  conjoined 
with  mercury  ;  and  accordingly  I  have 
been  led  to  continue,  or  rather  to  re-com- 
mence the  ufe  of  this  remedy  in  many  ca- 
fes of  fyphilis ;  for  at  one  period,  from 
the  caufe  that  I  have  mentioned,  I  had 
laid  it  entirely  aiide. 

1  believe,  indeed,  that  I  would  have 
been  induced  to  place  moredependenceup- 
on  guaiacum,  or  at  leaft  to  have  profecuted 
my  experiments  with  regard  to  it  farther 
than  what  I  had  done,  if  I  had  not  been 
prevented  by  the  refult  of  fome  trials 
which  Mr  Hunter  alfo  had  made  with  it, 
and  which  he  publimed  about  the  fame 
Vol.  II.  X  period. 
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period.  By  thefe  it  evidently  appeared 
that  guaiacum  has  a  considerable  influence 
upon  the  venereal  virus.  I  never  made 
trial  of  it  as  a  local  application ;  but  Mr 
Hunter  found  that  in  this  manner  it  cured 
venereal  ulcers,  firft  in  one  part  of  the  bo- 
dy, and  afterwards  in  others,  where  farfa- 
parilla  employed  in  a  fimilar  manner  had 
failed.  He  found  too  that  very  numerous 
venereal  ulcers  were  removed  by  the  in- 
ternal ufe  of  guaiacum,  but  after  both  trials 
the  difeafe  foon  returned.  Mr  Hunter's 
experiments  were  made  with  the  gum ; 
mine  with  an  extract  and  ft  rong  decoction 
of  the  wood.  The  extract  feemed  to  be 
equally  effectual  with  the  decoction,  but 
as  it  has  a  ftrong  tendency  to  affect  the 
bowels,  I  foon  left  it  off,  and  employed  the 
latter  only.  In  thefe  cafes  to  which  I  al- 
lude, as  well  as  in  fpme  others,  a  very 
ftrong  decoction  was  employed,  three  oun- 
ces of  the  wood  to  an  Englim  quart  of 
water )  that  is,  this  quantity  was  boiled 
in  two  quarts  of  water  into  one,  and  this 
was  taken  in  the  courfe  of  a  day  either  by 
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itfelf  or  mixed  with  milk ;  but  as  it  is  apt 
to  purge  when  of  this  ftrength,  being 
likewife  difagreeably  acrid,  and  as  I  never 
now  depend  upon  it  alone  for  the  cure,  I 
feldom  put  more  than  an  ounce  of  the 
wood  to  this  quantity  of  decoction  *. 

That  mercury  might  not  cure  every 
fymptom  of  fyphilis  equally  well  whether 
guaiacum  was  employed  along  with  it  or 
not,  I  will  not  pofitively  fay  :  but  I  am 
difpofed  to  think,  and  not  without  much 
attention  to  the  fubject,  that  the  cure 
commonly  goes  on  more  eahty,  when  the 
two  are  conjoined,  than  when  mercury  is 
given  to  a  great  extent  by  itfelf.  I  am 
therefore  in  the  frequent  habit  of  ufing 
guaiacum,  particularly  where  the  difeafe 
is  of  long  duration  and  has  appeared  upon 
the  furface,  either  in  the  form  of  ulcers 
or  eruption.  It  has  alfo  been  much  re- 
commended for  its  efficacy  in  nodes,  and 
for  the  removal  of  thofe  pains  refembling 
rheumatifm,   which  frequently  proceed 

X  2  from 
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from  fyphilis.  I  have  not  found,  however, 
that  it  proves  fo  ufeful  in  nodes  as  in  other 
fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  ;  and  where  pains 
only  take  place  we  can  never  with  fuch 
certainty  determine  from  what  caufe  they 
proceed,  as  thefe  pains  are  the  mod  equi- 
vocal fymptoms  of  fyphilis,  and  there  is 
no  caufe  to  doubt  of  guaiacum  being  a  very 
ufeful  remedy  in  cafes  merely  rheumatic. 

I  have  in  different  inflances  found  a 
ftrong  deco&ion  of  guaiacum  prove  parti- 
cularly ufeful  in  the  cure  of  thofe  exten- 
five  ulcers  which  fometimes  fucceed  to 
buboes.  In  fome  the  guaiacum  anfwers  by 
itfelf,  but  it  proves  more  frequently  fuc- 
cefsful,  as  we  mall  hereafter  have  occafion 
to  mention,  when  conjoined  with  meze- 
reon  and  farfaparilla. 
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§  P 

Of  Sarfaparilla. 

Sarsaparilla  has  been  long  employed 
in  the  cure  of  Lues  Venerea,  and  from 
the  refult  of  my  experience  I  am  difpofed 
to  think  that  it  may  be  ufed  with  ad  van- 
tage.  The  trials  which  I  have  made  with 
it  along  with  mercury  have  been  nume- 
rous, but  it  is  riot  upon  thefe  that  any 
judgment  can  be  formed  of  its  efficacy. 
Neither  have  I  given  it  often  where  mer- 
cury had  not  been  previoufly  ufed  ;  but  I 
have  had  many  opportunities  of  uling  it  in 
cafes  where  mercury  had  not  proved  alto- 
gether fuccefsful,  whether  from  being 
given  in  too  fmall  quantities,  or  without 
that  attention  to  regimen  which  it  re- 
quires ;  and  in  a  great  proportion  of  thefe 
it  has  produced  very  evident  effects.  I 
have  found  it  particularly  ufeful  in  tho^ 
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fymptoms  which  chiefly  affect  the  fkin, 
fuch  as  blotches  and  the  remains  of  old 
venereal  ulcers. 

When  mercury  from  either  of  the  caufes 
that  I  have  mentioned  has  failed  of  com- 
pleting the  cure,  I  have  in  various  in- 
ftances  known  it  done  by  farfaparilla, 
where  otherwife  there  was  much  reafon 
to  think  that  mercury  in  a  larger  quantity, 
or  given  in  a  different  manner,  would  have 
been  neceflary. 

I  have  given  farfaparilla  in  powder,  in 
extract,  and  in  decoction,  but  the  latter 
has  always  appeared  to  anfwer  beft.  Not 
unfrequently  I  conjoin  it  with  guaiacum, 
and  it  anfwers  the  purpofe  of  blunting  the 
acrimony  of  the  latter  *.  When  the  fto- 
mach  does  not  bear  the  decoction,  I  pre- 
fer the  powder  to  the  extract :  A  drachm, 
or  even  double  that  quantity  of  the  pow- 
der, may  be  given  three  or  four  times  a- 
day. 

Sarfaparilla  and  guaiacum,  tend  both  to 
promote  perfpiration.    Befides  any  power 

which 
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which  they  poffefs  of  acting  directly  upon 
the  venereal  virus,  they  feem  alfo  to  prove 
ferviceable  where  mercury  goes  too  read- 
ily to  the  mouth,  by  diverting  it  from 
that  outlet*. 

§5- 

Of  Mezereon. 

The  root  of  this  plant  has  long  been 
employed  for  the  removal  of  fchirrous  tu- 
mours by  whatever  caufe  they  may  be 
produced,  and  many  have  thought  that  it 
has  proved  particularly  ufeful  in  nodes,  as 
well  as  in  fome  other  fymptoms  of  the  ve- 
nereal difeafe.  As  I  have  not  ufed  it 
much,  where  mercury  was  not  either  em- 
ployed along  with  it  or  before  it  was  given, 
I  cannot  from  my  own  obfervation  fay, 
whether  it  will  cure  fyphilis  by  itfelf  or 
not ;  but  from  much  experience  of  the 
effects  of  it  when  conjoined  with  mercury, 

*  Vide  Appendix,  No.  23, 
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I  can  fay  decifively  that  in  this  manner  it 
often  proves  ufeful.  I  have  never  known 
any  advantage  that  was  fufRciently  clear 
and  obvious,  derived  from  it  in  nodes,  but 
it  certainly  tends  to  heal  thofe  ulcers 
which  fometimes  remain  obftinate  after 
the  quantity  of  mercury  is  given  that  we 
judge  to  be  necefliiry. 

I  have  already  had  occafion  to  mention 
that  fpreading  ulcers  of  this  kind  are  par- 
ticularly apt  to  fucceed  to  buboes,  and 
that  they  often  refill  all  the  remedies  that 
we  employ  for  them.  As  this  fometimes 
happens  after  a  full  quantity  of  mercury 
has  been  given,  and  as  the  fores  often  heal 
at  laft  merely  from  a  change  of  regimen, 
I.  conceive  that  in  fuch  cafes  their  obfti- 
nacy  proceeds  from  fome  other  caufe  than 
any  remains  of  Lues  Venerea ;  and  as  it 
is  in  this  ftate  of  the  difeafe,  that  I  have 
chiefly  obferved  any  advantage  to  accrue 
from  mezereon,  I  conclude  that  it  ads 
particularly  by  correcting  that  ftate  of 
the  fyftem  which  a  long  continued  ufe  of 
mercury  is  apt  to  induce,  and  which  by 
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experience  we  find  to  be  very  inimical  to 
the  cure  of  all  fueh  fores  as  the  patient 
at  the  time  may  labour  under. 

It  feems  to  be  in  this  manner  that 
Kennedy's  decoction,  of  which  mezereon 
forms  a  confiderable  part,  proves  particu- 
larly ufeful.  There  is  no  reafon  to  fup- 
pofe  that  mercury  is  contained  in  that  de- 
coction, and  yet  there  is  no  caufe  to  douht 
of  ibres  of  this  defcription  having  been 
often  healed  by  it,  which  had  previoufly 
refilled  every  attempt  that  was  made  to 
cure  them.  Of  this  I  could  mention  fe- 
veral  hiftories  which  have  fallen  within 
my  own  knowledge,  but  they  are  too  long 
to  admit  of  infertion  in  this  place.  This 
decoction,  I  may  remark,  appears  to  be 
nearly  or  perhaps  entirely  the  fame  with 
the  Lifibon  decoction,  for  which  a  form  is 
given  in  the  Appendix  *. 

In  ufing  this  root  it  is  proper  to  obferve, 
that  the  ligneous  parts  of  it  are  altogether 
inert.  The  bark  of  the  root  appears  to  be 
the  only  active  part  of  it.    An  Englifh 

quart, 
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quart,  containing  a  drachm  and  half  of 
the  bark,  is  fufficient  for  the  courfe  of  a 
day,  and  even  this,  when  the  root  is  in 
perfection,  renders  the  decoction  fo  acrid 
that  it  fometimes  irritates  the  throat. 
With  a  view  to  leflen  this  acrimony  wTe 
conjoin  it  with  gum  arabic,  liquorice,  al- 
thea,  animal  broths,  and  often  with  farfa- 
parilla  *. 


§6. 

Of  Opium. 

Opium  had  long  been  employed  for  the 
relief  of  that  kind  of  irritation  which 
fome  of  the  fymptoms  of  Lues  Venerea 
are  apt  to  excite,  but  it  was  not  till  of  late 
fuppofed  to  poflefs  any  power  of  deftroy- 
ing  the  venereal  virus,  or  of  curing  this 
difeafe.  It  was  firft  employed  with  this 
view  in  the  Britifh  hofpitals  in  America  ^ 

and 
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and  Doctor  Michaelis,  phyfician  to  the 
Hefiian  troops,  was,  I  believe,  the  rirft 
who  put  it  to  the  teft  of  experiment. 

Since  that  period  it  has  been  ufed  as  an 
antifyphilitic  medicine  by  various  practi- 
tioners in  almoft  every  part  of  Europe  j 
and  it  has  had  the  fate  of  almoft  every 
new  remedy,  or  of  every  remedy  employ- 
ed with  new  motives.  Some  have  fpoken 
of  it  in  the  higheft  terms  of  panegyric, 
while  others  do  not  admit  that  it  is  ca- 
pable of  removing  even  the  mildeft  fymp- 
tom  of  the  difeafe.  In  matters  of  doubt, 
all  that  authors  ought  to  attempt  is,  to 
ftate  clearly  what  they  know  to  be  matter 
of  fad,  as  it  is  from  the  refult  of  repeat- 
ed trials,  properly  authenticated,  that  an 
adequate  judgment  on  all  fuch  points  is 
alone  to  be  formed.  As  it  appeared  to  be 
a  matter  of  the  firft  importance  to  have  a 
new  remedy  for  the  cure  of  Lues  Vene- 
rea, reported  to  act  with  more  eafe  and 
certainty  even  than  mercury,  I  was  one 
among  many  who  gave  it  an  ample  and 
fair  trial.    It  was  ufed  in  a  variety  of 

cafes, 
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cafes,  and  in  different  ftages  of  the  cliff 
eafe  j  but  in  no  inftances  did  it  accompKfh 
a  cure  where  there  was  caufe  to  fuppofe 
that  the  virus  was  not  previoufly  deftroy- 
cd  by  mercury.  Sores  originally  produ^ 
ced  by  this  virus,  and  kept  up,  as  is  fome- 
times  the  cafe,  by  irritation  alone,  and 
long  after  the  venereal  taint  is  deftroyed, 
are  more  effectually  cured  by  opium  than 
by  any  other  remedy.  Sores  which,  from 
this  caufe,  have  remained  obftinate  for  a 
great  length  of  time,  are,  by  the  ufe  of 
opium,  often  brought  to  a  healing  ftate  \ 
and  when  the  conftitution  is  not  otherwife 
difeafed,  they  are,  for  the  moft  part,  foon 
cicatrifed.  It  is  proper,  however,  to  di- 
ftinguifh  between  thefe  fores  and  fuch  as 
are  venereal.  Sores  in  this  ftate  are  not 
to  be  confldered  as  venereal.  The  vene- 
real virus,  it  is  true,  has  acted  as  the  ex- 
citing caufe  of  them  \  but  this  being  de- 
ftroyed by  mercury,  they  no  longer  de- 
pend upon  this,  and  in  fuch  circumftances 
are  to  be  treated  in  the  fame  manner  with 
fores  of  a  limilar  nature  proceeding  from 

any 
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any  other  caufe.  In  whatever  way  fores 
may  have  taken  place,  if  much  irritation 
prevails,  opium  is  perhaps  the  beft  reme- 
dy we  can  employ,  but  I  have  not  found 
that  it  proves  more  effectual  in  fores  that 
are  the  confequences  of  Lues  Venerea 
than  in  thofe  arifingfrom  any  other  caufe, 
provided  the  degree  of  pain  and  irritation 
with  which  they  are  accompanied  be  the 
fame. 

I  fufpect  much,  therefore,  that  this  di- 
ftinctioh  has  not  met  with  fufflcient  atten- 
tion by  thofe  who  confider  opium  as  a  re- 
medy in  the  cure  of  fyphilis,  By  acting 
as  an  ufeful  remedy  in  the  cure  of  fores 
in  which  mercury  had  failed,  they  have 
been  induced  to  attribute  powers  to  opium 
which  I  have  much  reafon  to  think  it  does 
not  polTefs,  for  I  have  never  known  it  an- 
fwer  where  mercury  had  not  previoufly 
been  given. 

Opium  being  once  conceived  to  poffefs 
the  power  of  curing  fyphilis,  practitioners 
were  induced. to  fuppofe,  that  it  would 
prove  ufeful  nearly  in  proportion  to  the 

quantity 
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quantity  that  could  be  given.    It  was  ac- 
cordingly ufed  in  large  dofes,  and  thefe 
more  frequently  repeated  than  had  been 
ufual  in  former  practice.    Few,  I  believe, 
made  more  complete  trials  of  it,  or  have 
pufhed  it  farther  than  I  have  in  various 
inftances  done  :  Beginning  with  two  grains 
at  bed-time,  one  in  the  morning,  and  ano- 
ther at  mid-day,  and  adding  a  grain  to 
each  dofe  every  third  or  fourth  day,  pa- 
tients in  this  manner  I  have  found  could 
bear  very  confiderable  quantities  in  the 
courfe  of  a  fhort  time.    One  of  my  pa- 
tients, who  could  not  at  firft  bear  more 
than  a  grain,  in  the  courfe  of  five  weeks 
took  three  dofes,  of  fifteen  grains  each, 
daily.    I  did  not  find,  however,  that  any 
advantage  was  derived  from  giving  it  fo 
largely,  while  it  frequently  did  much 
harm.  It  was  apt  to  excite  ficknefs,  head- 
ach,  and  giddinefs  ;  a  total  lofs  of  appe- 
tite; in  fome  an  obftinate  coftivenefs,  and, 
wThat  was  more  furpriling,  it  acted  with 
many  as  a  fmart  purgative.  I  never,  how- 
ever, obferved  this  till  ten  or  twelve  grains 

were 
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were  given  for  a  dofe ;  but  when  diarrhoea 
is  once  produced  by  it,  aftringents  appear 
to  have  no  effect  in  removing  it :  Emetics 
and  purgatives  were  the  only  remedies 
from  which  I  derived  any  advantage.1 

I  muft  indeed  admit  that  opium  was 
taken  by  many,  even  in  large  dofes,  with- 
out any  inconvenience  or  diftrefs :  but  be- 
ing foon  fenfible  that  it  had  no  influence 
on  the  venereal  virus 5  that  it  proved  in 
no  other  way  ufeful  than  by  lefiening  or 
removing  irritation;  and  that  this  refult- 
ed  with  equal  certainty  from  moderate 
dofes,  I  have  long  defined  from  giving  it 
in  larger  quantities  than  two  or  three 
grains  in  the  courfe  of  a  day. 

Opium  conjoined  with  an  emetic  has 
long  been  known  as  an  ufeful  remedy  in 
rheumatifm  ;  and  I  have  found  it  prove 
particularly  ufeful  .in  thofe  pains  refem- 
bling  rheumatifm  which  occur  in  the  ve- 
nereal difeafe.  But  the  relief  which  it 
procures  does  not  prove  permanent  if  mer- 
cury be  not  employed  along  with  it.  For 
this  purpofe  laudanum  may  be  given  along 

with 
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with  tincture  of  antimony,  or  opium  may 
be  given  with  ipecacuan,  in  the  form  of 
Dover's  powder*. 

In  fome  cafes  opium  proves  ufeful  as  an 
external  application,  whether  employed 
us  a  wafh  for  painful  phagedenic  ulcers, 
or  in  a  folid  form  as  an  ointment ;  but  it 
does  not  appear,  even  in  this  manner,  to 
acl:  in  any  other  way  than  as  an  anodyne. 

Of  late  the  public  has  been  amufed  with 
accounts  of  a  new  antifyphilitic  remedy  $ 
the  nitrous  acid ;  which  is  faid  to  cure 
every  fymptom  of  the  venereal  difeafe, 
with  equal  certainty,  and  with  lefs  injury 
to  the  conftitution,  than  mercury.  It  was 
flrft  employed  with  this  view  by  "Mr  Scot 
in  Bombay,  one  of  the  Britifh  fettlements 
in  the  Eaft  Indies.  Mr  Scot  fpeaks  of  it 
in  the  warmed  manner,  not  only  as  act- 
ing with  much  efficacy  in  Lues  Venerea, 
but  in  the  cure  of  other  difeafes  for  which 
mercury  hitherto  has  been  employed;  but 
not  having  as  yet  been  put  to  a  proper 

trial 
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trial  in  Europe,  no  decifive  opinion  can 
be  formed  of  it. 

The  acid  is  mixed  with  water,  in  mch 
proportions  as  to  give  an  agreeable  four 
tafte  to  the  whole,  which  will  be  at  the 
rate  of  a  drachm,  or  a  drachm  and  half, 
according  to  the  ftrength  of  the  acid,  to 
every  Englifh  quart  of  water,  and  this  is 
ufed  as  ordinary  drink,  in  the  courfe  of 
every  day. 
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SECTION  V. 

Of  the  Cure  of  Lues  Venerea. 

§  I.  Of  the  Cure  of  Chancres. 

A Description  of  chancre  is  given  in 
Section  II.  of  this  Chapter,  page  13. 
The  firft  queftion  to  be  determined  in  the 
method  of  cure,  is  whether  it  mould  be 
trufted  entirely  to  the  internal  exhibition 
of  mercury ;  to  the  ufe  of  local  applica- 
tions ;  or  to  both  of  thefe  combined. 

A  considerable  time  ago  I  had  occafion 
to  give  my  opinion  on  this  fubject  with 
freedom,  and  hitherto  I  have  feen  no  good 
caufe  for  deferring  it  *.  My  opinion  at 
that  time  was,  as  it  ftill  is,  that  chancres 

^  "mould 
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fhould  be  healed  as  fpeedily  as  poflible, 
and  that  this  may  be  done  with  fafety  by 
combining  the  advantages  of  local  reme- 
dies with  the  internal  ufe  of  mercury. 

Many  practitioners  think  that  chancres 
ought  not  to  be  healed  but  by  the  internal 
ufe  of  mercury  alone,  and  they  give  as 
reafons  for  this,  that  when  external  appli- 
cations are  employed,  we  can  never  be 
certain  whether  the  conftitution  is  ren- 
dered fafe  or  not ;  while  we  can  fcarcely 
be  deceived,  they  imagine,  when  chancres 
heal  folely  from  the  ufe  of  mercury.  To 
this  practice,  however,  different  objections 
occur.  The  internal  exhibition  of  mer- 
cury alone  will  not  always  cure  chancres. 
I  have  known  a  perfon  kept  under  the  com- 
plete effect  of  mercury  for  many  weeks, 
and  the  chancres  for  which  it  was  pre- 
fcribed  remain  nearly  in  the  fame  ftate 
as  at  firft.  Nay,  in  different  inftances, 
where  this  practice  was  purfued,  and  in 
which  the  cure  was  trufted  to  mercury 
alone,  although  the  remedy  was  conti- 
nued in  all  of  them  for  fix  or  feven  weeks, 
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and  under  the  beft  management,  as  the 
chancres  did  not  heal  the  mercury  was 
laid  afide,  on  the  fuppofition  of  the  con- 
ftitution   being  rendered  fafe  \   but  al- 
though in  all  of  them  the  fores  were  foon 
cured  by  the  application  of  cauftic,  red  pre- 
cipitate, or  fome  other  efcharrotic,  yet  in 
feveral,  fymptoms  of  pox  appeared  in  the 
courfe  of  a  few  weeks ;  in  fome,  with  ul- 
cers in  the  throat,  and,  in  others,  with 
blotches  upon  the  fkin.    From  which  L 
conclude,  that  we  cannot  depend  upon  the 
internal  ufe  of  mercury  alone  for  the  cure 
of  chancres ;  nor  have  I  obferved  that  it 
ads  with  certainty,  unlefs  the  fores  are 
kept  up  by  the  virus  having  entered  the 
conftitution. 

But  the  mo  ft  important  objection  to  the 
practice  is,  that  being  much  more  tedious 
in  effecting  a  cure,  it  creates  a  greater 
rifk  of  the  virus  entering  the  fyftem  than 
when  the  fores  are  more  fpeedily  healed 
by  the  ufe  of  external  remedies.  The 
practice  of  healing  chancres  by  the  inter- 
nal ufe  of  mercury  only,  originated  from 

an 
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an  opinion  that  venereal  fores  of  every 
defcription  proceeded  from  the  conftitu- 
tion  being  infected,  and  were  this  the  cafe, 
there  might  be  caufe  to  confider  it  as 
well  founded  >  but  now  that  we  know  that 
chancres  at  firft  are  always  local,  and 
that  they  are  the  fource  of  whatever  mat- 
ter enters  the  fyftem,  it  is  obvious  that 
the  more  fpeedily  they  can  with  propriety 
be  healed,  the  lefs  will  be  the  ri/k  of  the 
connitution  being  injured. 

Chancres  might  frequently  be  cured 
with  external  applications  alone,  and  as 
we  know  from  experience  that  the  virus 
is  not  always  abforbed,  the  cure  would  in 
a  few  inftances  prove  permanent ;  but  as 
we  can  never  with  certainty  know  whe- 
ther this  would  happen  or  not,  while,  in 
a  great  proportion  of  cafes,  there  would 
be  reafon  to  think  that  abforption  would 
take  place,  we  ought  not  in  any  cafe  to 
truft  to  it.  In  order  to  avoid  the  incon- 
veniencies  of  a  courfe  of  mercury,  it  has 
been  fafhionable  of  late  to  truft  the  cure 
of  recent  chancres  to  local  remedies,  but 
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I  know  from  various  inftances  in  which  I 
have  been  confulted,  that  the  practice  is 
fraught  with  danger.  The  chancres  may 
often  be  eafily  healed  ;  but  where  mer- 
cury is  not  employed,  the  clifeafe  in  a  great 
proportion  of  cafes  foon  mews  itfelf  in  the 
fyftem. 

The  moft  certain,  as  well  as  the  fpeedi- 
eft  method  of  curing  chancres,  is  to  be  ob- 
tained from  a  due  attention  to  external 
applications  conjoined  with  a  well-regu- 
lated courfe  of  mercury.  By  the  former 
we  are  frequently  enabled  to  complete 
the  cure  in  a  few  days,  which  otherwife 
would  require  a  great  length  of  time;  and 
by  the  latter  the  conftitution  is  made  fe- 
cure. 

Chancres  in  an  incipient  ftate,  are  with 
moft  certainty  cured  by  a  free  ufe  of  cau- 
ftic.  If  the  difeafed  parts  are  complete- 
ly'deftroyed  with  cauitic,  they  foon  be- 
come clean,  and  heal  as  quickly  as  fores 
proceeding  from  any  other  caufe,  and  of 
the  fame  magnitude,  ufually  do.  This 
practice  is  now  therefore  very  generally 
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adopted,  and  the  effect  of  it  is  fo  remark- 
able that  it  has  never  probably  been  laid 
afide  by  any  who  have  given  it  a  fair 
trial.    None,  I  imagine,  have  purfued  it 
more  fully  than  I  have  done;  but  I  find 
it  necelfary  to  remark,  that  in  the  ufual 
way  of  conducting  the  practice  it  is  liable 
to  one  very  important  objection :  the  chan- 
cres to  which  it  is  applied,  if  not  of  long 
duration,  very  commonly  heal  quickly ; 
but  in  a  great  proportion  of  cafes  the  cure 
of  the  fores  is  fucceeded  by  buboes  in  the 
contiguous  glands*    For  a  confiderable 
time  I  was  induced  to  fuppofe  that  this 
fwelling  of  the  glands  was  more  the  effect: 
of  accident  than  of  the  method  of  treat- 
ment, and  that  it  would  have  happened 
under  whatever   management  the  fores 
might  have  been.    The  frequency,  how- 
ever, of  their  appearance,  made  me  at  lart 
fufpect  that  I  was  miftaken,  and  farther 
obfervation  made  it  obvious  that  this  was 
the  cafe* 

As  experiment  alone  could  determine 
the  queftion,  I  was  refolved  to  have  re- 
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courfe  to  it.  Of  the  firffc  twenty  patients 
with  incipient  chancres  who  fell  under 
my  care,  in  ten  they  were  deftroyed  by 
an  immediate  and  effectual  application  of 
lunar  cauftic,  the  remedy  being  employed 
according  to  my  ufual  cuftom  at  that 
time,  inftantly  on  my  being  called.  Of 
the  other  ten,  five  were  drefTed  with 
blue  mercurial  ointment,  and  five  with 
common  wax  ointment.  The  fores  to 
which  cauftic  were  applied  healed  much 
fooner  than  the  others,  and  next  to  thefe 
the  fores  that  were  drefled  with  mercu- 
rial ointment.  But  of  the  ten  patients  to 
whom  cauftic  was  applied,  no  lefs  than 
eight  had  buboes,  while  only  one  bubo 
occurred  in  all  the  others,  and  it  hap- 
pened in  one  whofe  chancres  had  been 
dreffed  with  mercury.  I  thought  alio  that 
buboes  appeared  to  be  lefs  frequent  from 
the  application  of  cauftic  where  mercury 
had  been  previoufly  given.  This  fell  with- 
in my  obfervation  from  time  to  time  with 
patients  who  had  taken  mercury  either  of 
their  own  accord  or  by  the  advice  of 
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others ;  and  appearing  to  be  of  impor- 
tance I  was  refolved  to  bring  it  likewife 
to  the  teft  of  experiment,  and  the  remit 
was  as  follows  :  Of  forty-eight  patients 
with  chancres  in  an  incipient  ftate,  and 
exactly  as  they  occurred  in  practice,  one 
.half  was  treated  in  the  manner  that  I  have 
mentioned,  by  deftroying  the  chancres 
with  cauftic  immediately  on  my  being 
delired  to  fee  them,  while  all  the  others 
were  put  under  mercury  for  eight  or  ten 
days  before  cauftic  was  ufed  :  In  every 
other  circumftance  the  method  of  treat- 
ment was  the  fame.  The  difference, 
however,  furprifed  me  greatly:  Of  the 
twenty-four  treated  with  the  immediate 
application  of  cauftic,  twenty  were  feized 
with  buboes,  while  only  three  buboes  oc- 
curred in  an  equal  number  to  whom  mer- 
cury had  been  previoufly  adminiftered. 

Thefe  buboes  did  not  indeed  all  termi~ 
nate  in  fuppuration,  nor  did  many  of 
them  arrive  at  any  conftderable  lize.  Be- 
ing clofcly  watched,  mercury  was  imme- 
diately f.pplied  for  the  purpofe  of  dif- 
I.  cuffing 
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cuffing  them,  and  for  the  moft  part  it 
proved  fuccefsful :  but  there  was  no  caufe 
to  doubt  of  their  being  venereal  from  their 
being  equally  difficult  to  manage,  and 
from  thofe  which  ended  in  fuppuration 
being  equally  difficult  to  cure,  with  bu- 
boes that  we  meet  with  in  the  ordinary 
courfe  of  bufinefs.  At  firft  I  was  induced 
to  hope  that  fwellings  produced  in  this 
manner  were  not  venereal,  but  merely  the 
effect  of  irritation  excited  by  the  cauftic, 
but  it  foon  became  obvious  that  this  was 
not  the  cafe,  and  that  cauftic  does  not  de- 
ftroy  the  venereal  virus  fo  completely  as 
is  commonly  imagined,  while,  by  the  ir- 
ritation which  it  always  excites,  it  tends 
often  to  produce  buboes,  which  otherwife 
would  never  take  place.  This  affords  an 
additional  proof  to  what  has  already  been 
mentioned,  of  the  effect  of  irritation  in 
exciting  the  action  of  the  abforbents ;  and 
the  effect  of  mercury  in  this  cafe,  by  pre- 
venting the  formation  of  buboes,  tends 
farther  to  fupport  the  opinion  of  this  me- 
'  dicing 
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dicine  acting  as  an  antidote  to  the  iyphi- 
litic  virus. 

In  a  great  proportion  of  cafes  buboes 
produced  in  this  manner  begin  to  form  in 
the  courfe  of  a  day  or  two  after  cauftic 
has  been  applied  >  in  fome  cafes  even 
fooner.  But  I  have  known  them  take 
place  where  the  glands  had  remained  found 
for  a  good  many  days  after  the  chancres 
were  cicatrifed,  and  where  there  was  no 
reafon  therefore  to  fufpect  that  any  excit- 
ing caufe  of  buboes  could  remain.  In 
thefe  inftances  I  conclude  that  fuch  a 
fmall  portion  of  the  virus  had  been  lodged 
in  the  lymphatics  forming  the  gland,  as 
required  this  length  of  time  to  excite  the 
degree  of  irritation  neceffary  for  the  pro- 
duction of  bubo. 

The  fame  effect  appears  to  refult  from 
whatever  cauftic  is  employed;  at  lean; 
this  has  been  the  cafe  with  fuch  trials  as  I 
have  made  with  lunar  cauftic,  red  preci- 
pitate, blue  vitriol,  and  corrofive  fubli- 
mate  5  and  as  &the  cauftic  is  more  eaiily 
applied,  while  it  commonly  acts  with  more 
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certainty,  and  perhaps  with  lefs  pain  than 
any  of  the  others,  I  commonly  give  it  the 
preference.  Where  cauftic  is  to  be  em- 
ployed, my  practice  now  is  to  put  my  pa- 
tient previoufly  under  mercury  for  the  fpace 
of  fix,  eight,  or  ten  days,  till  there  is  full 
evidence  of  the  medicine  having  entered 
the  fyftem.  At  this  time  cauftic  is  applied 
over  the  whole  furface  of  the  chancre, 
however  extenlive  it  may  be,  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  todeftroy  all  the  difeafed  parts, 
and  the  application  is  renewed  as  often  as 
the  fores  become  foul  or  floughy.  In  fome 
it  is  not  neceffary  to  ufe  it  above  once  or 
twice,  while  in  others  it  muft  be  repeated 
every  fecond  or  third  day,  during  a  great 
part  of  the  cure.  Even  where  the  fores 
have  become  clean  cauftic  often  proves 
ufeful,  particularly  when  they  are  fta- 
tionary,  and  make  no  progrefs  towards  a 
cure}  in  which  cafe  we  may  commonly 
make  them  cicatrife  more  fpeedily  by  the 
reiterated  application  of  cauftic  than  by 
any  other  remedy. 

When 
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When  chancres  are  brought  to  a  clean 
healing  ftate,  a  cure  will  for  the  mofl 
part  be  obtained  by  continuing  the  ufe 
of  mercury  for  a  fufficient  length  of  time, 
and  by  dreffing  with  dry  lint,  or  any 
fimple  ointment ;  but  that  fixed  or  fta- 
tionary  ftate  to  which  I  allude,  and  in 
which  they  often  remain  where  cauftic 
is  not  frequently  applied,  is  very  effectu- 
ally prevented  by  dreffing  with  precipi- 
tate or  calomel  ointment;  and  in  fome 
cafes  I  employ  for  the  fame  purpofe  an 
ointment  prepared  with  verdigris  *. 

In  all  cafes  of  chancres  the  parts  fhould 
be  kept  particularly  clean,  and  the  beft 
ordinary  wafh  for  this,  is  a  weak  folution 
of  corrofive  fublimate,  in  the  proportion 
of  one  grain  to  feven  or  eight  ounces  of 
water.    Where  the  fores  remain  foul  not- 
withstanding the  application  of  cauftic, 
but  which  does  not  often  happen  where 
mercury  in  fufficient  quantity  is  given 
along  with  it,  it  becomes  neceflary  to  em- 
ploy 

*  Formulae  of  thefe  ointments  are  given  in  the  Ap- 
pends, iNos.  26,  27,  and  28. 
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ploy  a  wafh  with  a  greater  proportion  of 
fublimate.    In  this  cafe  one,  or  even  two 
grains,  may  be  added  to  an  ounce  of  wa- 
ter |  but  this  being  too  ftrong  for  apply- 
ing to  the  contiguous  parts,  care  muft  be 
taken  to  confine  it  as  much  as  poffible  to 
thofe  that  are  difeafed.    In  this  foul  or 
floughy  ftate  of  chancres,  among  the  va- 
riety of  drefllngs  which  occaflonally  we 
are  obliged  to  employ,  the  blue  ointment 
prepared  with  equal  parts  of  mercury  and 
hogs-lard,  fometimes  anfwers  well*  as  it 
does  indeed  in  almoft  every  ftate  of  chan- 
cre in  which  it  is  proper  that  mercury 
mould  be  ufed«    For  the  purpofe  too  of 
removing   this   foul   appearance  which 
chancres  are  very  apt  to  afmme,  and  un- 
der which  they  never  heal,  red  precipitate 
finely  levigated  is  often  employed  in  pow- 
der, and  frequently  with  advantage.  Ca- 
lomel applied  in  this  manner  alfo  proves 
ufeful ;  and  it  is  chiefly  in  this  ftate  of 
chancres  that  I  have  .perceived  moft  ad- 
vantage to  be  derived  from  mercurial  fu- 
migations.  In  all  flight  cafes  of  chancres 
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a  free  application  of  cauftic  very  common- 
ly proves  fuccefsful ;  but  where  the  fores 
are  deep,  extenfive,  and  iloughy,  together 
with  the  ufe  of  cauftic,  we  are  obliged  to 
employ  one  or  other  of  the  dreflings  that 
I  have  mentioned  ;  and  when  precipitate, 
calomel,  and  even  verdigris  have  failed, 
I  have  in  various  inftances  found  that  the 
parts  have  been  rendered  clean,  and 
brought  into  a  healing  ftate,  by  fumigat- 
ing once  or  twice  with  cinnabar. 

We  meet  however  with  two  ftates  of 
chancre  that  do  not  admit  of  this  mode 
of  treatment,  in  which  the  parts  affe&ed 
are  either  much  inflamed,  or  mow  fome 
tendency  to  mortification.  In  all  other 
fituatiqns,  whether  the  fores  be  upon  the 
glans,  prepuce,  or  frenum,  or  even  with- 
in the  mouth  of  the  urethra,  cauftic  may 
be  applied  with  freedom.  It  may  be  pro- 
per here  to  remark,  that  when  a  chancre 
is  feated  upon  the  frenum,  or  beneath  it, 
if  not  altogether  fuperficial,  the  frenum 
itfelf  fhould  be  cut  acrofs.    It  is  eafily 
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done,  no  inconveniency  enfues,  and  it  tends 
always  to  forward  the  cure. 

When  the  parts  upon  which  chancres 
are  feated  become  inflamed,  fuch  remedies 
mould  be  employed  as  prove  chiefly  ufe- 
ful  in  inflammation.    When  the  patient 
is  plethoric,  blood-letting  proves  necef- 
fary,  together  with  cooling  laxatives,  and 
a  low  diet.    The  parts  fhould  be  drefled 
with  any  fimple  ointment,  fuch  as  the 
common  faturnine  ointment  and  wax  lini- 
ment mentioned  in  the  Appendix*.  In 
fuch  circumftances  faturnine  as  well  as 
common  emolient  poultices  prove  fome- 
times  ufeful  -?  but  nothing  gives  more  re- 
lief, than  the  internal  ufe  of  opiates.  By 
allaying  irritation  they  frequently  tend  in 
the  moft  effectual  manner,  to  leffen  or  re- 
move  the  inflammation. 

In  fome  cafes,  however,  notwithftand- 
ing  all  our  attention,  this  inflammatory 
Hate  of  chancres  terminates  in  gangrene, 
while  in  others  gangrene  takes  place 
where  no  great  degree  of  inflammation 

>h.r^,.  .  had 
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had  been  previoufly  obferved.  In  thefe 
oppofite  circumstances  the  remedies  to  be 
employed  ought  evidently  to  be  different. 
Where  much  inflammation  ftill  prevails, 
blood-letting  with  other  parts  of  an  anti- 
phlogiftic  courfe  ought  to  be  pufhed  as  far 
as  the  ftrength  and  age  of  the  patient  can 
with  fafety  admit,  while  a  plentiful  ufe  of 
bark  is  perhaps  the  befi:  remedy  where 
little  or  no  inflammation  takes  place. 

For  the  removal  of  inflammation,  be- 
fides  general  blood-letting,  I  have  occa- 
fionally  ventured  upon  the  application  of 
leeches  to  the  difeafed  parts,  and  com- 
monly with  much  advantage.  The  bites 
of  leeches  may  in  fome  inftances  give  rife 
to  venereal  ulcers  which  otherwife  would 
not  have  taken  place,  but  little  or  no  dif- 
advantage  enfues  from  this,  as  they  heal 
by  the  ufe  of  the  mercury  that  we  mull 
neceflarily  employ  for  the  cure  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  while  nothing  proves  fo  effectual  as 
local  blood-letting,  for  carrying  off  that 
great  degree  of  inflammatory  tenfion 
Vol.  II.  Z  which 
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which  in  cafes  of  this  defcription  we  fomer 
times  meet  with. 

Whether  inflammation  takes  place  or 
not,  gangrene,  when  it  arifes  from  chan- 
cres, proceeds  with  more  rapidity -than  it 
ufually  does  from  any  other  caufe.  I  have 
known  a  considerable  part  of  the  glans 
destroyed  by  it  in  the  courfe  of  a  day. 
For  the  moft  part,  if  not  immediately 
checked,  either  by  general  or  local  blood- 
letting, or  by  a  liberal  ufe  of  bark,  accor- 
ding to  the  nature  of  the  cafe,  it  proceeds 
without  our  being  able  to  put  a  flop  to  it 
till  it  comes  to  the  urethra.  In  different 
inftances  I  have  known  the  urethra  laid 
entirely  bare  for  a  confiderable  length  on 
the  mortified  parts  being  removed ;  and 
where  it  begins  upon  the  preputium  it  pro- 
ceeds in  fome  cafes  not  only  through  the 
loofe  (kin  and  cellular  fubflance  of  the  pe- 
nis but  even  into  the  corpora  cavernofa. 

The  moft  diftrefsful  fymptom  which 

takes  place  from  the  mortification  of  thefe 

parts,  is  the  vent  which  it  fometimes  gives 

%o  the  urine  by  penetrating  the  fubftance 
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of  the  urethra.  In  fome  inftances  one 
opening  is  formed  3  in  others  we  meet 
with  two,  three,  or  more.  Befides  the  in- 
conveniency  and  diftrefs  which  this  always 
occafions,  it  adds  confiderably  to  the  ha- 
zard of  the  patient,  for  the  urine  in  this 
manner  finds  accefs  to  the  furrounding 
cellular  fubftance,  where  it  not  only  gives 
much  additional  pain,  but  the  irritation 
which  it  excites  feems  to  be  of  a  nature 
particularly  apt  to  create  a  difpofition  to 
gangrene,  fo  that  whenever  it  takes  place, 
the  mortification  extends  more  rapidly 
than  it  did  before,  nor  has  bark  and  the 
other  remedies  ufually  given  much  influ- 
ence in  putting  a  flop  to  it.  In  this  cafe 
we  derive  molt  advantage  from  opium. 
Whether  opium  ads  here  as  an  antifeptic 
might  be  difficult  to  afcertain :  I  rather 
fuppofe  that  it  proves  chiefly  ufeful  by 
lefTening  or  removing  the  irritation  pro- 
duced by  the  urine,  for  I  have  not  per- 
ceived that  its  beneficial  effects  are  in  pro- 
portion to  the  quantity  given.  Small 
dofcs,  when  they  procure  eafe,  feem  to 
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prove  equally  ufeful  with  the  largeft, 
which  they  would  not  probably  do  if  they 
acted  in  any  other  manner.  While  by 
means  of  opiates  we  endeavour  to  leflen 
the  pain,  much  care  mould  be  taken  to 
prevent  the  urine  from  finding  accefs  to 
the  contiguous  parts.  Where  it  happens 
to  lodge,  the  fac  which  receives  it  mould 
be  laid  freely  open,  and  the  parts  bathed 
with  a  decoction  of  bark,  an  infufion  of 
rofe  leaves,  or  fome  other  antifeptic  after 
every  time  the  patient  voids  urine. 

I  have  taken  the  more  particular  notice 
of  this  effect:  of  urine  upon  parts  in  this 
fituation,  as  I  do  not  find  that  it  has  been 
mentioned  by  others,  and  as  various  cafes 
have  fallen  under  my  care  in  which  the 
moft  diftrefsful  confequences  enfued  from 

'  it- 
Chancres  are  particularly  apt  to  become 

gangrenous  when  combined  with  paraphy- 
mofis,  but  they  do  fo  occafionally  where 
no  degree  of  this  fymptom  has  ever  oc- 
curred. 
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The  molt  alarming  fymptom  of  this  ftate 
of  chancre  is  haemorrhagy  when  the  mor- 
tification reaches  the  large  arteries  of  the 
penis.  No  advantage  is  derived  from  ty- 
ing thefe  arteries  with  ligatures  till  the 
gangrene  is  completely  flopped ;  fo  that 
in  this  fituation  we  are  obliged  to  truft  to 
the  uncertain  effects  of  aftringent  applica^ 
tions  conjoined  with  moderate  preffiire. 
Preflure  in  this  cafe  is  moft  effectually  ap- 
plied by  means  of  a  fillet  of  linen  or  cot- 
ton, paifed  round  the  penis,  after  a  lead- 
en or  filver  tube  has  been  inferted  into 
the  urethra,  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  off 
the  urine. 

The  point  of  moft  importance  in  this 
flate  of  the  difeafe  is  to  determine  the 
propriety  of  giving  mercury,  or  delaying 
the  ufe  of  it  till  the  mortification  is  over* 
It  is  the  common  practice  to  continue  the 
mercury  that  had  previoufly  been  given 
for  the  chancres,  and  many  even  judge 
it  necelfary  to  give  it  in  greater  quanti- 
ties. In  every  inftance,  however,  where 
I  have  known  it  done,  it  has  evidently 
Z  3  proved 
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proved  hurtful ;  and  having  found,  from 
various  trials,  that  the  mercury  may  with  | 
fafety  be  laid  afide  during  the  progrefs  of 
the  mortification,  I  now  never  employ  it 
till  all  the  mortified  parts  are  removed. 
The  fear  of  the  difeafe  gaining  ground 
from  this  ;  that  the  mortification  is  of  a 
venereal  nature ;  and  that  mercury  is 
therefore  necefTary  in  the  cure,  is  the  caufe 
of  this  practice,  but  the  progrefs  of  mor- 
tification is  fo  rapid,  when  compared  with 
theufual  fymptoms  of  fyphilis,  and  it  is  in 
every  circumftance  fo  different  that  I  do 
not  conceive  it  to  be  venereal.  It  is  in- 
deed evidently  induced  by  this  difeafe  } 
but  in  this  refpect  the  fyphilitic  virus  feems 
to  act  in  no  other  manner  than  as  the  oc- 
cafional  caufe ;  and  chancres  being  at  firft 
,  always  local,  I  believe,  that,  in  a  great 
proportion  of  cafes,  the  fore  which  re- 
mains after  the  mortification  is  gone  is 
not  venereal,  and  that  it  would  heal  whe- 
ther mercury  mould  be  given  or  not,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  would  happen  with 
many  chancres  where  cauftic  has  been 

freely 
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freely  applied  on  their  firft  appearance. 
But  as  we  cannot  in  either  cafe  know  with 
certainty  whether  the  virus  has  entered 
the  fyftem  or  not,  the  fafety  of  our  patient 
requires  in  both  inftances  that  mercury 
fhould  be  given  in  quantities  fufBcient  for 
this  purpofe.  While  the  mortification 
however  continues  to  advance,  it  mould  be 
treated  in  the  fame  manner  with  gangrene 
from  any  other  caufe,  and  without  any  re- 
gard to  the  venereal  difeafe  5  but  as  foon 
as  the  mortified  parts  are  removed,  the 
cafe  mould  be  considered  as  entirely  ve- 
nereal ;  a  courfe  of  mercury  mould  be  ad- 
vifed  and  continued  from  a  fortnight  to 
three  weeks  or  a  month,  according  to  the 
virulence  and  obftinacy  of  the  fymptoms 
after  the  fores  are  cicatrifed. 

I  have  feldom,  however,  found  it  necef- 
fary  to  lay  afide  the  ufe  of  mercury  during 
the  inflammatory  ftate  of  chancres.  Even 
where  fymptoms  of  inflammation  run  high 
mercury  may  be  fafely  given.  By  lefTen- 
ing  the  venereal  irritation,  it  tends  for  the 
molt  part  to  abate,  and  even  to  remove 
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the  inflammation,  fo  that  I  commonly  pre- 
fcribe  it  immediately,  and  perfifl:  in  the 
moderate  nfe  of  it  during  the  whole  con- 
tinuance of  this  fymptom. 

After  the  inflammation  produced  by 
chancres  is  gone,  they  fall  to  be  treated 
in  the  fame  manner  as  if  this  fymptom 
had  not  taken  place.  When  they  are 
clean,  and  with  a  furface  difpofed  to  gra- 
nulate and  heal,  any  common  ointment 
will  anfwer  for  dreiling  them,  but  when 
foul  or  floughy,  the  application  of  cauftic, 
calomel,  precipitate,  and  verdigris,  are 
equally  proper  as  if  the  inflammation  had 
not  happened.  Verdigris  may  not  only  be 
applied  to  chancres  in  powder,  and  in  the 
form  of  an  ointment,  but  in  folution  ;  and 
it  equally  tends  to  remove  that  lloughy 
foulnefs  to  which  I  allude,  and  difpofes 
the  fores  to  heal  when  they  become  fixed 
or  ftationary.  It  may  be  ufed  in  various 
proportions,  from  two  grains  to  a  fcruple 
in  the  ounce  of  water. 

In  this  clean  ftate  of  chancres,  when 
the  cure  does  not  advance,  the  application 
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of  fpirit  of  lavender,  ardent  fpirits,or  even 
of  alcohol,  proves  fometimes  ufeful ;  and 
in  fome  cafes  we  derive  advantage  from 
bathing  the  parts  with  lime  water,  a  folu- 
tion  of  blue  vitriol,  traumatic  balfam,  or 
tincture  of  myrrh. 

One  of  the  greatelt  impediments  to  the 
Cure  of  chancres,  is  their  taking  place 
whether  on  the  inhde  of  the  prepuce  or 
upon  the  glans,  along  with  phymoiis  ;  for 
when  they  cannot  be  kept  clean,  and 
drehings  properly  applied,  the  cure  proves 
always  both  tedious  and  uncertain.  In 
all  flight  cafes  of  chancre  in  this  fituation, 
we  endeavour  to  cure  them  by  injecting 
from  time  to  time,  between  the  prepuce 
and  glans,  one  or  other  of  the  articles  I 
have  juft  mentioned,  fufiiciently  diluted  ; 
but  when  the  fores  are  either  deep  or  ex- 
tenhve,  the  operation  for  the  phymoiis 
fhouid  be  advifed  as  the  firfl  part  of  the 
cure  *.  This  being  a  meafure  to  which 
a  patient  does  not  readily  allent,  it  is  com- 
monly 
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monly  poftponed,  by  which  a  great  deal 
of  time  is  loft,  and  chancres  often  allow- 
ed to  proceed  deep  into  the  fubftance  of 
the  penis,  which,  without  the  fmalleft  ha- 
zard, might  eafiiy  have  been  healed. 

When  an  operation  for  this  purpofe  is 
to  be  done,  the  prepuce  mould  be  divided 
through  its  whole  length.  We  are  com- 
monly deiired  to  carry  the  incifion  only 
the  length  of  the  chancres,  but  in  diffe%- 
rent  inftances  I  have  perceived  bad  con- 
fequences  enfue  from  this.  The  undivid- 
ed fkin  is  apt  to  inflame  and  become  tight, 
and  the  pain  from  the  operation  being 
nearly  the  fame,  the  other  as  being  more 
effectual,  and  not  productive  of  thefe  in- 
conveniencies,  mould  be  preferred. 

When,  again,  the  cure  is  conducted 
without  the  prepuce  being  laid  open,  be- 
Udes  a  very  regular  attention  to  cleanli- 
nefs,  care  mould  be  taken  to  prevent  ad- 
hefions  between  the  preputium  and  glans ; 
a  circumftance  particularly  apt  to  happen 
when  much  inflammation  takes  place,  and 
from  which  a  good  deal  of  inconveniency 

is 


:Sect.  V.         of  Lues  Venerea, 


347 


lis  afterwards  .experienced.  This  is  with 
imoft  certainty  prevented  by  making  fuch 
[liquids  as  are  injected  pafs  freely  round 
[the  whole  fub fiance  of  the  glans,  and  in- 
iferting  pledgits  with  proper  dreffings,  and 
{placing  them  between  the  prepuce  and 
tthofe  parts  of  the  glans  that  are  difeafed. 

Chancres  in  the  parts  of  generation  of 
^women,  require  the  fame  method  of  treat- 
iment  as  in  men.  The  parts  do  not  appear 
tto  be  fo  irritable,  fo  that  they  more  rea- 
dily admit  of  the  efcharrotic  applications 
^which  I  have  mentioned,  and  in  both  fexes 
tthe  cure  is  much  promoted  by  conhne- 
iment,  while  nothing  tends  more  to  retard 
iit  than  the  parts  being  fretted  by  motion 
iin  walking  or  riding  on  horfeback. 

Where  venereal  fores  form  upon  the 
imons  veneris  and  external  parts  of  the 
Uabia  pudendi,  or  when  chancres  fpread  to 
tthefe  parts,  as  they  fometimes  do  from 
tthe  nymphae  and  clitoris  where  they  often 
Ibegin,  they  are  commonly  more  foul  and 
llloughy  than  venereal  fores  in  other  fitu- 
.ations  :  Neither  are  they  fo  readily  clean- 
ed 
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ed  by  the  ufual  dreflings.  Befides  a  more 
frequent  application  of  cauftic  they  re- 
quire every  efcharrotic  that  we  employ 
to  be  ufed  in  powder  inftead  of  being 
mixed  with  ointments.  They  even  admit 
of  being  covered  from  time  to  time  with 
levigated  verdigris ;  nor  have  the  milder 
articles  of  this  clafs,  fuch  as  calomel  and 
red  precipitate,  the  fame  influence  in 
keeping  them  clean  that  we  find  them  to 
have  in  venereal  fores  in  almoft  every 
other  part.  It  is  proper,  therefore,  in  the 
treatment  of  fores  upon  thefe  parts,  that 
this  circumftance  be  kept  in  view. 

Lunar  cauftic  is  the  beft  application  for 
chancres  upon  the  lips.  In  this  fituation 
ointments  cannot  be  conveniently  em- 
ployed :  we  therefore  truft  aimoft  entirely 
to  the  repeated  application  of  cauftic;  but 
in  chancres  upon  the  nipples,  the  applica- 
tion of  cauftic  creates  fo  much  pain  that 
it  can  feldom  be  ufed.  We  are  therefore 
in  thefe  parts  obliged  to  employ  the  mild- 
er dreflings,  and  nothing  anfwers  better 
than  the  common  faturnine  ointment,  or 
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wax  ointment,  with  a  fourth  part  of  calo- 
mel. Some  advantage  is  alfo  derived  from 
bathing  the  parts  affected  with  a  ftrong 
folution  of  opium  in  water.  It  leffens  ir- 
ritability, by  which  the  fores  are  more 
readily  difpofed  to  heal. 


§  2. 

Of  the  Cure  of  Buboes. 


A  history  of  the  rife  and  progrefs  of 
bubo  has  already  been  given  in  Sect.  II. 
of  this  Chapter,  p.  26. 

Our  treatment  of  bubo  has  varied  and 
been  improved  by  the  more  perfect  know- 
ledge which  of  late  years  has  been  ob- 
tained of  the  anatomy  of  the  lymphatic 
fyftem.  Till  this  was  acquired  buboes 
were  confidered  as  an  effort  of  the  fyftem 
to  throw  off  the  morbific  matter  of  the 
difeafe,  fo  that  in  every  inftance  to  pro- 
mote their  fuppuration  was  thought  to  be 

neceffary  ; 
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neceflary;  but  when  it  is  known  that 
they  are  not  produced  by  any  difeafe  of 
the  conftitution;  that  they  originate  from 
a  ftoppage  of  the  fyphilitic  virus  in  its 
progrefs  to  the  common  courfe  of  the  cir- 
culation ;  that  by  bringing  mercury  into 
contact  with  the  virus  while  in  this  fitua- 
tion  we  can  render  it  totally  inert ;  and 
that  fores,  the  confequence  of  the  fuppu- 
ration  of  buboes,  are  difficult  of  cure,  I 
do  not  herltate  to  fay  that  it  is  the  beft 
practice  in  the  treatment  of  buboes,  to 
prevent  the  formation  of  matter,  and  by 
a  proper  application  of  mercury,  com- 
bined with  other  means,  to  procure  a  dif- 
cuflion  of  every  tumour  of  this  kind. 

But  although  the  advantages  of  this 
practice  are  obvious  to  all  who  have  gi- 
ven it  a  fair  trial,  {till  there  are  many 
who  have  not  adopted  it,  as  thinking  that 
they  leflen  the  hazard  of  the  patient  by 
inducing  fuppuration  in  the  fub fiance  of 
the  gland,  and  afterwards  difcharging  the 
matter  which  it  contains. 

We 
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We  muft  indeed  acknowledge  that  this 
reafoning  would  have  every  appearance  of 
being  well  founded,  and  that  the  practice 
of  curing  buboes  by  difcullion  ought  cer- 
tainly to  be  exploded,  was  it  to  be  acr 
cornplifhed  by  forcing  the  matter  of  in- 
fection into  the  fyftem ;  but  as  we  have 
it  in  our  power  by  a  proper  ufe  of  mer- 
cury entirely  to  deftroy  the  nature  of  the 
matter  lodged  in  the  obftructed  gland, 
and  as  we  know  from  daily  obfervation, 
that  when  accomplished  in  this  manner, 
the  difcuffion  of  buboes  can  never  induce 
danger,  it  ought  in  all  cafes  to  be  ad- 
vifed. 

The  difcufiion  of  thefe  tumours  might 
often  be  in  our  power  by  other  means 
than  the  direct  application  of  mercury  to 
the  matter  of  infection ;  but  we  act  with 
more  certainty  of  doing  no  harm  to  the 
fyftem,  by  fir  ft  deftroying  the  active  pro- 
perty of  the  matter  in  the  obftructed 
gland,  and  trufting  afterwards  to  the  ufe 
of  mercury  for  obviating  the  effects  of 

any 
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any  part  of  the  virus  that  may  have  pafled 
into  the  fyftem. 

On  the  firft  appearance  of  a  bubo  mer- 
cury mould  therefore  be  applied,  fo  as  that 
it  may  with  moft  certainty  pafs  into  the 
obftru&ed  gland.  Hence  it  mould  be  chief- 
ly applied  to  thofe  parts  lying  between 
the  bubo  and  the  fpot  at  which  the  matter 
of  infection  was  abforbed  ;  but  in  the  or- 
dinary feat  of  buboes  the  fpace  lying  be- 
tween thefe  points  is  not  fufficient  for  the 
quantity  of  mercurial  ointment  that  rauft 
be  employed.  Where  buboes  form  in  the 
arm-pit,  or  in  the  fore  part  of  the  thigh, 
from  venereal  fores  in  the  hand  or  feet, 
this  may  at  all  times  be  done ;  but  when 
feated  in  the  groin,  befides  rubbing  the 
ointment  upon  the  parts  lying  between 
the  chancres  and  the  fwellings,  we  alio 
apply  it  along  the  infide  of  the  thigh  and 
leg.  When  the  practice  of  difcuffing  bu- 
boes with  mercury  was  firit  introduced, 
the  ointment  was  Chilly  rubbed  upon  the 
tumour,  and  often  a  mercurial  plafter  was 
kept  conftantly  applied  to  it ;  we  find, 

however, 
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however,  that  the  mercury  pafles  with 
much  more  certainty^  into  the  gland  by 
applying  it  to  thofe  parts  from  whence 
the  lymphatic  veflels  forming  the  gland 
take  their  origin. 

But  although  a  mercurial  plafter  ap- 
plied upon  the  gland  itfelf  feemsto  do  harm, 
by  the  heat  and  irritation  which  it  excites, 
I  am  of  opinion  that  a  fmall  portion  of 
the  ointment  that  we  employ  fnould  be 
rubbed  upon  it*  Although  none  of  the 
mercury  mould  by  this  route  pafs  directly 
into  the  gland,  ftill  it  will  go  into  the  fyf- 
tem,  and  we  know  that  the  difcuiilon  of 
the  tumour  is  often  promoted  by  gentle 
friction  applied  to  it. 

.  In  our  application  of  mercury  for  the 
purpofe  of.  making  it  pafs  through  a  parti- 
cular gland  it  is  evident  that  a  knowledge 
of  the  courfe  of  the  lymphatics  is  a  mat- 
ter of  importance  ;  but  we  cannot  always 
apply  it,  as  I . have  already  obferved,  to 
thofe  parts  from  which  the  greater!;  num- 
ber of  lymphatics  of  the  contiguous  glands 
originate.    Thus  in  women,  in  whom  bu* 
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boes  are  fometimes  feated  within  an  inch 
or  fo  of  the  feat  of  infection,  as  is  the  cafe 
where  the  glands  upon  the  round  liga- 
ments become  obftructed,  from  the  lym- 
phatics forming  thefe  glands  appearing 
to  rife  chiefly  from  the  tender  fein  of  the 
labia  pud  end  i,  we  cannot  with  propriety 
apply  the  ointment  to  thefe  parts  ;  nor 
can  we  in  moft  inftances  in  the  treatment 
of  buboes  in  men  take  the  advantage  of 
thofe  lymphatics  which  originate  in  the 
glans  penis  in  the  internal  furface  of  the 
prepuce  or  fcrotum ;  at  lead  wherever  I. 
have  attempted  to  do  fo,  however  gently 
the  friction  was  applied,  fo  much  irrita- 
tion was  induced  by  it  that  we  were  foon 
obliged  to  deiift.  In  the  fcrotum  it  excites 
a  fretful  itchy  eruption,  and  a  confider- 
able  degree  of  uneafinefs.  In  all  thefe  fi- 
tuations,  therefore,  we  mull  apply  the 
ointment  to  the  more  firm  fkinof  the  con- 
tiguous parts. 

When  the  full' quantity  of  mercury  to 
be  employed  can  be  rubbed  upon  the  leg 
and  thigh  of  that  fide  in  which  a  bubo  is 
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feated  it  ought  certainly  to  be  done,  but 
the  cure  of  the  difeafe  often  requires  a 
greater  quantity  of  the  ointment  than  can 
be  ufed  in  this  manner.  In  fuch  cafes  we 
commonly  apply  it  to  the  other  thigh,  but 
it  may  with  equal  fafety  and  advantage 
be  rubbed  upon  the  arms  or  any  part  of 
the  body. 

From  what  has  been  faid,  it  will  appear 
that  we  depend  chiefly  upon  a  proper  ap- 
plication of  mercury  for  the  difcuflion  of 
buboes  y  but  we  mould  not  truft  entirely 
to  this.    When  the  patient  is  plethoric  he 
mould  immediately  lofe  blood,  in  quanti- 
ty proportioned  to  his  ftrength,  and  his 
bowels  mould  be  opened  by  abrifk  purga- 
tive.   It  proves  fometimes  ufeful  to  repeat 
the  purgative  once  and  again  :  Cold  fatur- 
nine  poultices  mould  be  applied  to  the  tu- 
mour :  The  patient  mould  be  kept  at'  per- 
fect reft  :  His  diet  fliould  be  moderate  > 
and  where  much  irritation  prevails  opiates 
fliould  be  given  in  dofes  fufficient  for  re- 
moving it.    I  think  it  right  indeed  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  in  the  treatment  of  buboes 
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much  advantage  may  be  derived  from  the 
ufe  of  opiates,  and  that  mercury  will  often 
fail  if  we  do  not  at  the  fame  time  leflen 
or  remove  the  irritation  and  pain,  for 
which  nothing  anfwers  with  fuch  certain- 
ty as  the  internal  ufe  of  opiates  combined 
with  a  frequent  renewal  of  cold  faturnine 
applications.  In  fome  inftances  I  have 
made  trial  of  local  blood-letting  by  means 
of  leeches  for  the  difcuflion  of  venereal 
buboes,  and  in  fome  cafes  with  advantage 
In  others,  however^  it  has  not  anfwered 
fo  well  as  it  commonly  does  in  fwellings 
of  thefe  parts  arifing  from  inflammation. 
On  the  contrary,  the  irritation  which  the 
bites  of  thefe  animals  excites  has  in  fome 
appeared  to  do  harm. 

By  a  proper  application  of  the  remedies 
that  I  have  enumerated,  we  endeavour  to 
remove  the  inflammation,  while  by  a  due 
continuation  of  mercury  we  fecure  the 
fafety  of  the  conftitution.  The  length  of 
time  to  which  a  courfe  of  mercury  fliould 
extend  for  this  purpofe,  can  only  be  afcer- 
tained  by  the  effects  which  refult  from  it. 
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It  mould  always,  however,  be  continued 
till  the  fwelled  gland  is  nearly  reduced  to 
its  natural  lize ;  and  when  chancres  take 
place,  along  with  it  the  mercury  cannot 
with  fafety  be  laid  afide  till  the  fores  have 
been  cicatrifed  For  two  or  three  weeks. 
But  in  attending  to  the  difcuflion  of  the 
tumour  we  have  no  reafon  in  any  cafe  to  ex- 
pect that  it  will  be  reduced  entirely  to  its  uf- 
uallize;  for  lymphatic  glands,  when  fwelled 
from  this  caufe,  commonly  remain  for  a 
great  length  of  time,  in  fome  inftances 
during  the  life  of  the  patient,  fomewhat 
more  full  and  prominent  than  they  were 
before.  All  we  have  to  expect  therefore 
is,  that  they  mould  fall  nearly  to  their 
natural  lize,  and  be  entirely  free  of  pain. 
This  being  accomplifhed,  if  no  chancres 
or  other  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  exift, 
and  if  the  full  effect  of  the  mercury  has 
been  kept  up,  it  may  with  fafety  be  left 
off  at  the  end  of  two  or  three  weeks  from 
that  period. 

In  buboes  altogether  venereal,  we  fel- 
dom  fail  to  remove  them  where  the  patient 
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defires  affiftance  in  due  time  and  applies 
the  ointment  with  care  and  attention  ;  but 
in  fome  inftances  we  fail,  and  notwith- 
ftanding  all  our  endeavours  the  tumour 
proceeds  to  fuppuration.    This  may  take 
place  from  various  caufes,  but  it  happens 
chiefly  from  patients  declining  to  afk  af- 
firmance till  it  is  too  late  '?  from  their  im- 
proper manner  of  living,  and  being  allow- 
ed to  walk  abroad  when  they  ought  to  be 
confined ;  from  their  not  applying  the 
mercury  with  that  care    and  attention 
which  it  requires  ;  and  in  many  inftances 
from  the  patient  being  of  a  fcrophulous 
conftitution ;  by  which,  although  the  fy- 
philitic  virus  may  be  removed  or  deftroy- 
ed  by  the  mercury,  ftill  it  is  not  fufficient 
for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  off  that  ten-, 
dency  to  the  formation  of  matter  which 
the  virus  has  produced. 

As  foon  as  a  bubo  fliews  any  tendency 
to  fuppurate,  it  is  the  pra&ice  with  many 
to  endeavour  to  promote  the  formation  of 
matter  as  quickly  as  poffible;  but  I  have 
not  obferved  any  good  reafon  for  tfris.  By 
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ftill  proceeding  with  an  attentive  applica- 
tion of  mercury,  and  with  the  ufe  of  cold 
applications,  we  frequently -fucceed  in  the 
difcuflion  of  buboes  after  they  have  become 
large,  and  in  fome  inftances  even  after 
fome  partial  fuppuration  has  taken  place. 
Neither  does  the  practice  do  harm  even 
when  it  does  not  fucceed  ;  for  although 
complete  fuppuration  mould  afterwards 
take  place,  we  do  not  perceive  that  the 
procefs  is  retarded  by  the  mercury  having 
been  continued,  while  the  fores  which  en- 
fue  heal  more  kindly  than  they  ufually  do 
where  the  mercury  has  been  previoully 
laid  afide.    By  fome  we  are  told,  that  the 
ufe  of  mercury,  during  the  formation  of 
matter  in  buboes,  ought  never  to  be  ad- 
vifed ;  but  although  I  have  paid  much  at- 
tention to  the  fubject  I  have  never  perceiv- 
ed that  in  any  inftance  it  has  done  harm, 
while,  befides  other  advantages,  it  faves  a 
good  deal  of  time  which  otherwife  would 
be  loft.    Even  where  the  formation  of 
matter  has  taken  place  to  a  confiderable 
extent,  and  where  it  is  therefore  proper  to 
promote  the  complete  fuppuration  of  the 
A  a  4  tumour 
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tumour  by  the  frequent  renewal  of  warm 
emollient  poultices  and  fomentations,  ftill 
there  is  no  neceffity  for  defifting  from  the 
ufe  of  mercury,  which  mould  be  con- 
tinued without  interruption  till  a  fuffici- 
ent  quantity  is  employed  for  the  fafety  of 
the  conftitution.  It  does  not  prevent  the 
fuppuration  from  going  forward  ->  and  the 
fores  which  enfue  from  the  difcharge  of 
the  matter  heal  more  kindly,  as  I  have 
already  obferved,  when  no  interruption 
has  been  given  to  the  exhibition  of  mer- 
cury. 

When  buboes  have  come  to  a  flate  of 
fuppuration,  it  is  a  queftion  with  fome 
whether  they  mould  be  opened  or  not,  for 
many  have  obferved  that  they  frequently 
heal  eafily  when  allowed  to  burft,  by 
which  the  pain  and  terror  of  the  opera- 
tion is  avoided.  The  refult  of  my  obfer- 
vation  has  been,  that  when  buboes  do  not 
arrive  at  a  large  fize  we  mould  proceed 
with  the  ufe  of  mercury  till  they  burft  of 
themfelves,  unlefs  the  teguments  are  un- 
commonly thick;  but  when  the  fubftance 
of  the  gland  is  entirely  fuppurated,  as  the 
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matter,  if  thickly  covered,  would  not  rea- 
dily find  a  vent  for  itfelf,  and  as  it  might 
in  the  mean  time  infinuate  among  the  fur- 
rounding  parts,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
inconveniences  which  this  would  induce, 
we  ought  certainly  to  make  an  opening 
into  it,  whatever  the  fize  of  it  is  ;  and  in 
all  cafes  of  large  buboes  we  mould  not  he- 
fitate  in  advifing  them  to  be  opened. 

Our  object  in  opening  buboes  mould 
be  nearly  the  fame  as  in  other  collections 
of  matter.  Such  an  opening  Ihould  be 
made  as  will  afford  a  free  vent  to  the 
matter,  but  there  is  no  caufe  for  making  it 
larger.  In  large  buboes,  indeed,  the  te- 
guments are  apt  to  be  fo  flabby  and  loofe, 
and  the  texture  of  the  fkin  fo  much  de- 
ftroyed,  that  the  cure  would  always  be  te- 
dious was  jthe  fkin  allowed  to  remain.  In 
fuch  cafes  I  fometimes  difcharge  the  mat- 
ter with  cauftic,  applied  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  deftroy  any  part  of  the  teguments 
that  appear  to  be  fuperabundant.  This, 
however,  is  feldom  neceffary  ;  and  for  the 
moft  part  I  have  found  that  an  opening 
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made  from  the  centre  of  the  tumour,  where 
the  matter  commonly  points,  down  to  the 
moft  depending  part  of  it,  is  perfectly  fuf- 
ficient.  Even  a  fmaller  opening  than  this 
would  often  anfwer ;  but  it  is  better  to 
make  it  fufficient  at  once,  than  to  be  ob- 
liged to  repeat  a  very  painful  operation 
perhaps  once  and  again,  as  is  often  necef- 
fary  where  buboes  of  a  large  fize  are  open- 
ed with  fmall  incifions.  I  need  fcarcely 
obferve  that  the  opening  mould  in  every 
inftance  be  continued  down  to  the  mod 
depending  point  of  the  collection.  From 
Want  of  fumcient  attention  to  this  we  meet 
with  daily  inftances  of  the  matter  being 
allowed  to  collect,  and  in  this  manner  to 
find  accefs  to  the  contiguous  parts,  by 
which  a  great  deal  of  diftrefs  is  induced, 
which,  with  due  care  at  firft,  might  eafily 
in  every  cafe  be  prevented. 

This  I  may  obferve  is  a  point  of  the 
firft  importance  in  the  treatment  of  bu- 
boes, but  it  does  not  often  meet  with  that 
attention  which  it  merits.  Patients  under 
mercury  being  for  the  moft  part  highly 
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irritable,  they  feldom  fubmit  eafily  to 
have  buboes  properly  opened  ;  fo  that  al- 
though the  lancet  may  be  entered'  at  the 
mofi  prominent  part  of  the  tumour,  which 
it  ought  always  to  be,  the  practitioner,  if 
not  firm  and  refolute,  is  often  prevented 
from  carrying  it  to  the  moft  depending 
part  of  it,  by  which  fome  fpace  is  left  for 
the  lodgement  of  matter  \  and  however 
fmall  this  at  firft  may  be,  it  feldom  fails 
of  becoming  more  extenfive.    This  again 
gives  rife  to  a  great  extent  of  ulcer,  or  to 
the  formation  of  finufes,  which  very  con- 
ftantly  prove  the  fource  of  much  pain  to 
the  patient,  and  of  diftrefs  and  embarraff- 
ment  to  the  furgeon. 

When  finufes  in  this  fituation  are  fuper- 
ficial,  and  run  little  deeper  than  the  /kin, 
they  are  eafily  managed.  No  rifk  is  in- 
curred in  laying  them  open,  by  which,  if 
the  conftitution  is  healthy,  a  cure  will  be 
obtained  on  a  fufficient  quantity  of  mer- 
cury being  given  -P  but  they  fometimes 
run  deep,  and  pafs  fo  near  to  the  large 
blood-veffels  of  thefe  parts,  that  no  at- 
tempt 
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tempt  of  this  kind  can  be  made.  In  fuch 
circumftances  all  that  art  can  in  general 
do,  is  to  preferve  the  external  opening  of 
the  finufes  fufhciently  large,  and  by  re- 
gular and  equal  prefiure  at  the  different 
drefUngs,  to  prevent  as  much  as  poflible 
the  matter  from  lodging.  In  fame  in- 
ftances  I  have  derived  advantage  from  in- 
ferring a  piece  of  cauliic,  from  time  to 
time,  to  the  bottom  of  a  deep  finus,  and 
applying  it  gently  over  the  whole  internal 
furface  of  the  fore.  In  others,  the  infer- 
tion  of  a  fmall  portion  of  ointment,  im- 
pregnated with  red  precipitate,  or  with 
verdigris,  has  proved  ufeful.  By  remo- 
ving the  floughs  with  which  the  furface 
of  thefe  finufes  are  commonly  covered, 
they  thus  excite  a  difpontion  over  the 
whole  to  granulate  and  unite. 

When  buboes  come  forward  to  full  ma- 
turation without  much  injury  being  done 
to  the  fkin,  I  have,  in  different  inflances, 
difeharged  the  matter  by  the  introduction 
pf  a  fmall  cord  or  feton,  and  the  practice 
has  fucceeded.    This  requires,  however, 

the 
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the  teguments  to  be  firmer  than  they  com- 
monly are  when  a  bubo  is  ready  to  be 
opened. 

It  is  univerfally  admitted,  that  it  is  of 
much  importance  to  prevent  the  accefs  of 
air  to  deep  feated  fores ;  and  as  we  feme- 
times  obferve  that  buboes  ooze  out  the 
matter  which  they  contain  by  a  number 
of  finall  openings,  and  as  thefe  openings 
commonly  heal  eafily,  I  conclude  that 
they  do  fo  from  their  being  fo  fmall  as  to 
exclude  the  air  entirely.  In  different  in- 
ftances  I  have  attempted  to  imitate  na- 
ture, by  making  a  number  of  fmall  punc- 
tures with  the  point  of  a  lancet  over 
the  whole  extent  of  the  bubo,  and  for  the 
moft  part  with  fuccefs.  The  matter  in 
this  manner  comes  llowly  off ;  the  fides 
of  the  abfcefs  contract  gradually  5  and 
when  completely  emptied,  we  find  the 
whole  parts  that  have  been  fwelled  be- 
come fufficiently  firm,  without  fores  or 
finufes  in  any  part  of  them. 

When  a  fufficient  quantity  of  mercury 
has  been  taken,  if  the  conflitution  in  other 
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refpe&s  is  found,  the  fore  in  moft  inftan- 
ces  heals  eafily,  merely  by  dreffing  with 
common  cerate,  and  by  that  attention  to 
cleanlinefs  fo  necelfary  in  the  treatment 
of  fores  of  every  defcription.    It  often 
happens,  however,  that  the  cure  of  thcfe 
fores  proves  tedious,  notwithftanding  all 
the  attention  that  we  can  give  to  them. 
Their  edges  become  hard,  livid,  and  of- 
ten retorted  ;  the  matter  thin,  .fharp  and 
foetid  ;  and  inftead  of  healing,  the  ulce- 
ration gradually  extends,  or,  if  it  heals  in 
fome  parts  it  breaks  out  in  others,  giving 
a  honey-comb  appearance  to  all  the  parts 
that  lie  contiguous.    In  fome  the  tenden- 
cy to  this  depafcent  kind  of  fore  is  fo 
great,  that  it  foon  fpreads  over  all  the  un- 
der part  of  the  abdomen,  and  upper  parts 
the  thigh ;  in  fome  cafes,  by  the  matter 
being  fo  acrid  as  to  corrode  and  deftroy 
all  the  contiguous  parts  with  which  it 
comes  in  contact,  and  in  others  by  fpread- 
ing  beneath  the  fkin,  and  burfting  out, 
from  time  to  time,  in  a  variety  of  fmall 
ulcers. 

The 
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The  fituation  of  patients  with  fores  of 
this  defcription  is  often  very  deplorable. 
The  pain  with  which  they  are  attended  is 
1  commonly  fevere ;  the  acrid  matter  which 
ithey  afford  being  abforbed,  he&ic  fever  is 
ithereby  induced  ;  the  patients  become  hot 
:and  reftlefs  through  the  night;  and  almofl 
;a  total  want  of  appetite  renders  them  foo.n 
imuch  emaciated. 

In  llicli  circumstances  cicuta  has  fome- 
•  times  proved  ufeful ;  and  in  different  in- 
iftances  the  fores  have  been  healed  by  it, 
\when  no  advantage  was  derived  from  any 
ikind  of  ointment.  In  thefe  cafes  it  was 
applied  in  the  form  of  poultices,  coramon- 
lly  by  mixing  the  juice  of  the  frefh  herb 
\with  emollient  cataplafms.  I  have  alfo 
(.obferved  that  the  recent  expreffed  juice 
lhas,  for  internal  ufe,  proved  more  effectu- 
al than  any  other  form  of  it.  I  have  em- 
ployed hyofcyamus  and  belladona  fully, 
but  feldom  with  any  material  advantage. 
.Neither  have  I  in  thefe  cafes  obferved  any 
(obvious  benefit  from  farfaparilla  ;  but,  in 
^different  inftances,  mezereon,  guaiacum, 
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and  farfaparilla  combined  have  proved 
ufeful,  when  exhibited  in  the  manner  I 
have  already  mentioned. 

The  moil  effectual  courfe,  however, 
which  I  have  employed,  is  the  application 
of  cauftic  round  all  the  edges  and  harden- 
ed parts  of  the  fores,  conjoined  with  the 
internal  ufe  of  opium.  For  a  confiderable 
time  I  trufted  entirely  to  dreflings  of  the 
emollient  kind,  being  afraid  of  irritating 
parts  already  highly  fenfible.  In  fome 
cafes  a  faturnine  ointment  has  proved  fuc- 
cefsful,  and  in  others  the  common  cala- 
mine cerate  has  anfwered ;  but  in  molt  in- 
ftances,  on  thofe  days  in  which  cauftic  is 
not  applied,  I  have  derived  more  advan- 
tage from  ointments  prepared  with  a  con- 
fiderable  proportion  of  calomel,  red  pre- 
cipitate, or  verdigris  *.  In  fome  cafes  it 
is  neceflary  to  fprinkle  thefe  articles  over 
the  fores  in  the  form  of  powder,  but  for 
the  moft  part  they  are  fufficiently  power- 
ful when  mixed  with  ointments.  Inftead 
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of  exciting  "pain,  as  thofe  not  accuftomed 
to  ufe  them  are  apt  to  fufpect,  they  com- 
monly remove  it  5  and  they  feldom  fail 
to  alter  the  difcharge  from  a  thin  acrid 
fanies,  to  a  well  digefted  pus. 

The  application  of  lunar  caultic  indeed 
always  excites  pain  at  firft,  but  this  foon 
fubfidesj  efpecially  when  the  internal  ex- 
hibition of  opium  is  advifed  along  with  it. 
Indeed  opium,  in  fores  of  this  defcription, 
proves  often  ufeful  of  itfelf,  not  by  acting, 
as  fome  have  imagined,  as  an  antifyphi- 
litic  remedy,  but  by  removing,  as  I  have 
already  had  occafion  to  obferve,  that  pain 
and  irritation  with  which  fores  difcharg- 
ing  acrid  matter  are  ufually  accompanied. 
By  removing  this  ftaterof  irritability  it  in 
fome  meafure  deftroys  the  difpohtion  in 
the  veflels  of  the  fore  to  form  that  kind 
of  matter,  which,  by  its  own  acrimony, 
ferves  to  perpetuate  the  ulceration  \  and 
this  being  accomplifhed,  when  no  other 
interruption  takes  place,  nature  alone  fel- 
dom fails  to  complete  the  cure. 
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In  fome  inftances  I  have  known  fores  in 
this  fituation,  which  rehfted  every  other 
remedy,  foon  healed  by  being  fumigated 
from  time  to  time  with  cinnabar :  In 
others,  warm  falt-water  bathing,  and  af- 
terwards the  ordinary  form  of  fea-bathing 
has  proved  ufeful ;  while  in  fome,  a  cure 
has  not  been  obtained  but  with  an  entire 
change  of  regimen.  Where  the  patient 
has  previoufly  lived  upon  milk  and  vege- 
tables, a  moderate  allowance  of  wine  and 
animal  food  has  proved  ferviceable,  while 
thofe  who  have  been  previoufly  accuftom- 
ed  to  full  living,  have  derived  much  ad- 
vantage from  a  diet  conhfting  altogether 
of  vegetables  and  milk.  In  all  fuch  cafes 
country  air  proves  highly  ufeful. 

Where  mercurial  fumigations  are  em- 
ployed for  the  cure  of  thefe  fores,  they 
lTiould  be  conveyed  to  the  parts  affected 
by  a  metallic  tube,  and  kept  applied  to 
them  for  the  fpace  of  twenty-five  minutes 
or  half  an  hour  at  once,  and  this  mould 
be  repeated  daily  for  lix  or  eight  days  in 
fucceflion. 

For 
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For  a  conliderable  time  paft  I  have  been 
making  trial  of  muriated-barytes,  a  reme- 
dy lately  brought  into  notice  by  the  in- 
genious Dr  Crawford  of  London  *.  Thefe 
trials  have  been  chiefly  confined  to  fores 
and  tumours  produced  by  fcrophula,  but  I 
have  alfo  made  ufe  of  it  in  the  fpreading 
ulcer  that  fometimes  fucceeds  to  buboes 
after  the  fyphilitic  virus  has  been  eradi- 
cated, and  in  various  inftances  I  think 
with  advantage. 

Befides  this  ftate  of  bubo,  there  is  ano- 
ther which  in  fome  inflances  proves  very 
diftrefsful,  in  which  the  tumour,  after  ar- 
riving at  a  confiderable  bulk,  remains 
nearly  ftationary,  and  mews  no  tendency 
either  to  fuppurate  or  diffolve,  notwith- 
standing of  all  the  remedies  that  we  em- 
ploy, ufrag  #9**  I* 

For  tlie  mod  part  this  indolent  ftate  of 
bubo  depends  upon  the  patient  being  of  a 
fcrophulous  conftitution  %  but  whatever 
may  be  the  caufe,  our  firfl;  object  mould 
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be  to  employ  mercury  in  fuch  quantity  as 
may  be  neceflary  for  rendering  the  fyftem 
entirely  fafe. 

Unction  for  this  purpofe  is  the  beft  form 
of  mercury  ;  by  making  it  pafs  through 
the  difeafed  parts  the  tumour  is  more  rea- 
dily difcuffed  than  in  giving  it  by  the 
mouth.  Even  this,  however,  will  in  fome 
inftances  be  continued  with  little  or  no 
advantage  for  a  great  length  of  time.  In 
fuch  circumftances  I  have  in  various  cafes 
advifed  Milters  to  be  repeatedly  applied 
over  the  tumours.  They  never  do  harm, 
and  in  fome  cafes  they  have  evidently 
proved  uleful.  In  others  electricity  has 
proved  ferviceable,  but  it  rauft  be  conti- 
nued for  feveral  weeks  before  we  can 
judge  of  its  influence  ;  and  it  ought  to  be 
applied  longer  at  each  period  than  is  ufu- 
ally  done.  In  various  cafes  of  indolent 
tumours  where  electricity  proved  fuccefs- 
ful,  and  fome  of  thefe  were  of  the  kind  that 
we  are  now  confidering,  no  advantage  was 
derived  from  the  common  way  of  apply- 
ing it.  In  all  of  them  it  was  applied  for  the 
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fpace  of  half  an  hour  at  once  ;  this  was 
repeated  three  times  a-day,  and  at  each 
application  fparks  were  not  only  taken 
from  the  furface  of  the  tumours,  but  gentle 
fhocks  were  palfed  through  them.  For 
the  firft  two  or  three  weeks  fcarcely  any 
alteration  was  perceived  in  any  of  them, 
but  they  all  decreafed  fuddenly  at  laft. 
Qne  of  them  of  confiderable  fize,  which 
•had  been  of  eight  months  duration,  and 
in  fome  parts  of  which  matter  feemed  to 
have  formed,  was  reduced  to  the  fourth 
part  of  its  bulk  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  days 
from  the  period  at  which  it  began  to  di- 
minifh.  In  this  ftate  of  thefe  tumours  a 
long  continued  ufe  of  cicuta  proves  fome- 
times  ferviceable  ;  and  I  have  feen  evi- 
dent advantages  from  fea-bathing,  and 
from  drinking  as  much  fait  water  daily  as 
the  patient  can  bear  without  being  much 
purged. 

Before  entering  upon  the  ufe  of  cold 
bathing  I  have  in  fome  cafes  advifed  warm 
falt-water  to  be  poured  upon  the  tumour, 
morning  and  evening,  for  the  fpace  of 
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two  or  three  weeks,  and  for  the  mod  part 
it  has  appeared  to  prove  ufeful. 

In  courfe  of  time  buhoes  in  this  flate 
fometimes  become  foft,  and  {how  a  ten- 
dency to  fuppurate,  although  they  may 
Hot  have  done  fo  before.  It  is  here  that 
I  have  obferved  warm  gum  plafters  prove 
moft  ufeful.  By  ftimulating  the  velfels 
of  the  difeafed  parts,  they  feem  to  excite 
that  kind  of  efFufion  which  readily  pro- 
ceeds to  a  flate  of  purulency. 

But  the  moft  alarming  circumftance  to 
patients  with  tumours  in  this  indolent 
flate,  is,  a  fufpicion  which  they  are  apt  to 
entertain  that  they  may  fome  time  or 
other  end  in  cancer.  This  is,  however, 
fo  rare  an  occurrence,  that  it  mould  fcarce- 
ly  give  any  caufe  of  alarm.  The  phaga- 
denic  fores  which  occafionally  fucceed  to 
buboes,  and  of  which  we  have  already 
taken  notice,  fometimes  put  on  a  cancer- 
ous appearance,  but  the  real  fchirrus 
which  terminates  in  cancer  is  rarely  if 
ever  the  confequence  of  a  venereal  bubo. 
In  different  inftances  I  have  been  con- 
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fulted  for  indolent  tumours  in  thefe  parts 
on  fufpicion  of  their  being  cancerous,  but 
I  conclude  that  they  are  feldom  or  never 
of  this  nature,  from  all  of  them  having 
done  well  where  the  patients  have  been 
perfuaded  not  to  meddle  with  them.  They 
often  indeed  remain  confiderably  enlar- 
ged for  a  great  length  of  time  5  but  when 
they  do  not  ulcerate  no  danger  is  to  be 
dreaded.    Wherever  parts  in  this  (ituation 
however,  become  cancerous,  they  ought 
to  be  extirpated  while  they  remain  in  a 
moveable  ftate. 


§3- 

Of  the  Cure  of  Venereal  Ulcers, 

In  the  two  preceding  feclions  I  have 
treated  of  the  cure  of  chancres,  and  of 
thofe  ulcers  which  fucceed  to  buboes,  both 
of  which,  but  particularly  the  firft,  may 
be  confidered  as  primary  fymptoms  of  the 
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difeafe,  as  they  may  take  place  without 
the  fyftem  being  in  any  degree  injured. 
At  prefent  we  have  to  confider  the  treat- 
ment of  thofe  ulcers  which  originate  from 
the  fyphilitic  virus  having  entered  the 
conftitution,  and  of  which  a  defcription 
has  been  given  in  the  fecond  fe&ion  of 
this  chapter,  page  93. 

In  the  management  of  thefe  ulcers  our 
chief  dependence  is  upon  a  well  directed 
courfe  of  mercury  ;  and  I  believe  that  in 
general  it  is  the  befh '' practice  to  truft  in 
the  firft  inftance  to  mercury  alone,  and 
not  to  haflen  the  healing  of  the  fores  by 
any  other  means  than  the  application  of 
mild  dreffings  and  due  attention  to  clean- 
linefs.  Under  this  treatment,  by  the  virus 
being  thus  totally  deftroyed  we  reft  allur- 
ed that  the  cure  is  accomplimed,  a  point 
which  muft  neceiTarily  remain  in  doubt 
where  cauftic  remedies  have  been  em- 
ployed. 

Some  exceptions,  however,  occur  to 
this,  and  I  confider  it  as  of  much  impor- 
tance in  practice  that  they  be  kept  in 
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vie\V.  Venereal  fores  may  be  fo  fituated 
and  in  fuch  a  ftate  that  their  farther  pro- 
grefs  may  be  attended  with  the  lofs  of 
parts  materially  necefiary  for  life,  or  for 
the  future  comfort  of  the  patient ;  as  is 
the  cafe  with  ulcers  that  have  already  pe- 
netrated deep  in  the  throat,  mouth,  nofe, 
lips,  or  face.  In  all  thefe  fituations,  par- 
ticularly in  the  throat,  nofe,  and  lips,  they 
ufually  proceed  with  more  rapidity  than 
in  other  parts  of  the  body,  fo  that  by  truft- 
ing  to  the  internal  ufe  of  mercury  alone 
fuch  a  deftrudion  of  parts  often  takes  place 
as  proves  afterwards  highly  diftrefsful. 
On  this  account  the  cure  mould  be  as 
much  as  poflible  haftened  by  the  ufe  of  the 
moft  effectual  dreflings  with  which  we  are 
acquainted,  and  no  harm  can  enfue  from 
this  being  conjoined  with  whatever  quan- 
tity of  mercury  may  be  required. 

In  all  fores  truly  venereal,  wherever 
they  may  be  fituated,  the  parts  are  moft 
fpeedily  brought  to  a  healing  condition 
l)y  a  free  application  of  cauftic,  but  the 
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practice  has  feldom,  I  believe,  been  con- 
fidered  as  applicable   to   ulcers   in  the 
mouth,  throat,  or  internal  parts  of  the 
nofe.    For  many  years  paft,  however,  I 
have  been  in  the  practice  of  ufing  cauftic 
as  well  as  other  efcharrotics  in  the  cure  of 
thefe  ulcers  with  the  greater!  freedom.  No 
danger  has  ever  enfued  from  it  ;  and  in 
various  inftances  it  has  tended  to  fave  the 
uvula  and  other  parts  of  the  throat,  which 
otherwife  were  in  great  danger  of  being 
deftroyed.    Cauftic  fixed  in  a  tube  fix  or 
feven  inches  in  length  may  be  eafily  con- 
veyed to  any  part  of  the  mouth  or  throat, 
and  the  tube  anfwers  the  purpofe  whether 
it  be  curved  or  ftraight.    Cauftic  excites 
lefs  pain  in  thefe  parts  than  it  ufually  does 
in  other  parts  of  the  body,  and  it  feldom 
fails  to  remove  the  irritation  which  ac- 
companies thefe  ulcers,  and  in  this  man- 
ner to  difpofe  them  to  heal.    One  appli- 
cation feldom  proves  fufficient.    Till  the 
mercury  has  completely  entered  the  fyf- 
tem,  it  requires  to  be  repeated  once  and 
again,  perhaps  every  fecond  or  third  day, 
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and  in  the  intermediate  days  I  caufe  the 
parts  to  be  touched  occafionally  either 
with  a  weak  folution  of  corrofive  fubli- 
mate,  or  with  a  ftrong  impregnation  of 
honey  with  mercury,  which  in  all  fores 
of  this  defcription  is  a  very  ufeful  appli- 
cation *; 

In  the  defcription  which  I  have  given 
of  the  venereal  fore  throat,  page  60.  of  this 
volume,  I  have  endeavoured  to  point  out 
marks  of  diftinclion  between  it  and  affec- 
tions of  the  throat,  the  confequences  of  o- 
ther  caufes,  and  particularly  thofe  by  which 
it  may  be  diftinguimed  from  ulcerations  of 
the  mouth  and  throat  which  mercury  is 
apt  to  induce.  Among  other  means  of  dif- 
tin&ion  may  be  mentioned  the  different 
effects  produced  upon  thefe  ulcers  by  cau- 
ftic.  In  the  true  venereal  ulcer,  after  the 
nrft  irritation  which  it  excites  is  ovex*,  a 
good  deal  of  relief  is  obtained  from  it,  and 
the  parts  foon  aiTume  a  clean  healing  ap- 
pearance ;  whereas,  in  fores  induced  by 

mercury, 
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mercury,  the  application  of  cauftic  not 
only  gives  very  intenfe  pain  at  firft,  but 
the  pain  continues  for  a  confiderable  time, 
while  the  fores  retain  nearly  the  fame  ap- 
pearances, however  frequently  the  remedy 
may  be  repeated. 

Ulcers  in  the  nofe  and  outer  parts  of 
the  lips,  befides  being  touched  with  cau- 
ftic, may  be  dreffed  with  ointments  im- 
pregnated with  calomel,  red  precipitate, 
and  even  with  verdigris  ;  but  thefe  reme- 
dies are  inadmiftible  to  the  throat  and  in- 
iide  of  the  mouth  from  the  danger  that 
would  enfue  from  their  palling  into  the 
ftomach, 

Even  in  venereal  ulcers  of  other  parts 
of  the  body,  we  are  often  obliged  at  laft  to 
employ  remedies  of  this  clafs.  For  the 
mo  ft  part  they  become  clean  foon  after 
mercury  is  taken  in  fumcient  quantity  for 
rendering  the  mouth  fore,  and  they  fre- 
quently heal,  merely  by  continuing  the 
courfe  of  mercury  for  a  fufficient  length 
of  time.  But  this  does  not  always  hap- 
pen ?  for  although  the  fores  may  become 
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clean,  and  even  contract,  they  are  very- 
apt  to  become  ftationary  at  lafl,  and  do 
not  mow  any  difpofition  to  heal,  how- 
ever long  the  mercury  may  be  continu- 
ed. When  we  perceive  this  to  be  the 
cafe,  the  mild  dreffings  employed  at  firft 
mould  be  laid  afide.  The  parts  mould 
be  completely  touched  with  lunar  cauftic 
every  fecond  or  third  day,  and  at  other 
times  drefled  with  calomel,  or  red  precipi- 
tate ointment.  In  fome  cafes  we  fucceed 
by  bathing  with  a  weak  folution  of  cor- 
rofive  fublimate,  or  of  verdigris ;  but  the 
ointments  for  the  moft  part  prove  more 
effectual. 

By  thus  connecting  a  regular  attention 
to  the  external  management  of  the  fores, 
with  a  due  perfeverance  in  the  ufe  of  mer- 
cury, we  very  commonly  prove  fuccefsfui 
at  laft  ,  but  even  this  does  not  always  an- 
fwer.  In  fome  inftances,  rthe  ulcers  in- 
stead of  becoming  clean  and  putting  on 
a  healing  appearance,  remain  foul  and 
equally  extenfive  as  at  firth 
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In  fuch  circumftances  we  fometimes 
fucceed  by  changing  the  preparation  of 
mercury,  and  in  others  by  making  fome 
variety  in  the  dreflings  applied  to  the 
fores.  We  fliould  not,  therefore,  reft  fa- 
tisfied  with  one  mode  of  treatment,  but 
where  no  advantage  is  obtained  from  the 
fecond  or  third  variation  of  the  remedies, 
particularly  if  the  cauftic  has  been  fufH- 
ciently  powerful,  and  the  mouth  kept  for 
a  due  length  of  time  completely  fore  with 
the  mercury,  we  may  in  that  cafe  be  af- 
fured  either  that  fome  other  difeafe  pre- 
vails in  the  fyftem,  or  that  the  fores  are 
rendered  obftinate  by  difeafe  in  the  con- 
tiguous bones. 

Scrophula  and  fcurvy  are  the  difeafes- 
by  which,  when  they  prevail  at  the  fame 
time,  the  cure  of  venereal  fores  is  moft  apt 
to  be  obftru&ed.  Venereal  ulcers  will  no 
doubt  heal  in  fcrophulous  conftitutions. 
Of  this  we  have  daily  inftances ;  but  it  is 
equally  certain  that  the  contrary  often 
happens,  and  with  fuch  certainty  does 
fcurvy  obftrucl  the  operation  of  mercury, 

that 
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ithat  a  cure  can  fcarcely  be  obtained  as  I 
lhave  already  obferved,  of  any  of  the  more 
iinveterate  fymptoms  of  fyphilis  while  the 
ifcorbutic  diathefis  exifts  in  any  confider- 
;able  degree.  Where  either  of  thefe- dif- 
<eafes  is  therefore  found  to  be  the  caufe  of 
<our  failure,  thofe  remedies  muft  be  em- 
ployed which  prove  moft  fuccefsful  in  re- 
: moving  them  \  but  having  already  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  this  work  had  occalion  to 
ifpeak  particularly  upon  this  it  will  not 
here  be  neceffary  to  conftder  it  farther. 

The  local  affection  that  proves  the  moft 
frequent  impediment  to  the  cure  of  thefe 
fores,  is  a  difeafed  ftate  of  the  bones  above 
which  they  are  feated,  or  of  the  mem- 
branes covering  thefe  bones.  In  either 
of  thefe  cafes,  although  the  virus  of  the 
difeafe  may  be  eradicated  by  a  courfe  of 
mercury,  ft  111  the  fores  will  continue  foul, 
nor  will  they  mow  any  tendency  to  heal, 
however  long  the  mercury  may  be  conti- 
nued. Ulcers  of  this  defcription  being 
frequently  connected  with  this  difeafed 
ftate  of  the  parts  beneath,  are  often  the 
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carafe  of  more  mercury  being  employed 
than  would  other  wife  be  judged  neceffary, 
for  we  are  too  apt  to  fuppofe  that  all  fuch 
fores  as  were  at  firft  produced  by  Lues 
Venerea  are  to  be  cured  by  mercury  alone, 
whether  the  fores  at  the  time  are  truly 
of  the  venereal  nature  or  not  ;  an  error 
that  has  been  the  caufe  of  much  mercury 
being  very  unneceffarily  given. 

Whether  the  bone,  or  only  the  periof- 
teum  be  at  firft  affe&ed,  our  practice 
mull;  be  nearly  the  fame  \  for  in  fuch  cir- 
cumftances,  where  the  periofteum  is  fo 
much  difeafed  as  to  refill  the  effects  of 
a  full  courfe  of  mercury,  there  muft  ulti- 
mately be  a  partial  exfoliation  of  the  bone 
beneath,  before  a  permanent  cure  will 
take  place.  The  foft  unhealthy  granula- 
tions with  which  fores  in  this  ftate  are  apt 
to  be  covered  muft  be  deftroyed  with  ef- 
charotics,  and  the  exfoliation  of  the  bone 
promoted  by  all  fuch  means  as  ufually 
prove  moft  effectual  for  that  purpofe,  and 
for  which  books  on  furgery  may  be  con- 
fulled.    I  may  here  fhortly  obferve,  that 

the 
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the  beft  efcharotic  I  have  employed  for 
the  deftru&ion  of  thefe  fungous  excrefcen- 
ces  which  fprout  upon  the  furface  of  dif- 
eafed  bones,  is  a  combination  of  red  pre- 
cipitate and  calcined  allum,  which  proves 
much  more  powerful  than  either  of  thefe 
articles  when  ufed  feparately,  and  more 
effectual  even  than  cauftic  in  the  ulual 
way  of  applying  it  ** 

On  the  difeafed  parts  of  the  bone  being 
removed  a  cure  will  foon  take  place  if  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  mercury  has  been 
given  5  otherwife  the  fore  will  almme  the 
ufual  appearances  of  a  venereal  ulcer,  and 
will  not  heal  till  another  courfe  of  mer- 
cury is  advifed. 

With  refpecf  to  the  quantity  of  mercury 
to  be  given  for  the  cure  of  venereal  ulcers, 
this  mufl  at  all  times  be  regulated  by  the 
effects  which  remit  from  it,  and  thefe  again 
will  in  a  great  meafure  depend  upon  the 
duration  of  the  fymptoms.  When  the  dif- 
eafe  has  been  of,  fhort  continuance,  and 

Vol.  II.  C  c  the 
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the  fores  heal  eafily  without  the  affiftance 
of  external  applications,  the  mercury,  if 
given  in  full  quantity,  need  never  be  con- 
tinued above  three  weeks  after  they  are 
cicatrifed  \  but  we  mould  proceed  with  it 
for  the  fpace  of  a  month  where  the  fyftem 
has  either  been  long  infected,  or  where  we 
have  judged  it  necefTary  to  heal  the  fores 
quickly  by  the  application  of  cauftic  or 
efcharotics.  Thus,  in  an  ulcer  in  the 
throat,  which  we  might  fuppofe  would 
require  the  patient  to  be  under  mercury  for 
the  fpace  of  a  fortnight,  merely  in  order 
to  ciCatrife  it,  and  for  another  fortnight,, 
that  is,  for  the  fpace  of  a  month  in  all,  in 
order  to  render  his  conftitution  fafe,  if 
by  the  application  of  cauflic  the  ulcer  mall 
be  cicatrifed  in  a  week,  the  mercury  mould 
be  perlifted  in  for  a  month  thereafter,  or 
for  five  weeks  in  all. 

By  fome  it  has  been  doubted  whether 
it  is  necefTary  to  perfevere  in  the  ufe  of 
mercury  after  the  fymptoms  for  which  it 
is  given  are  removed ;  but  thefe  doubts 
have  only  been  fuggefted  by  thofe,  who, 
from  want  of  fufficient  experience  are  not 
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capable  of  judging,  or  by  others  who  iii 
the  fupport  of  a  theory  which  they  have 

Adopted,  allow  their  judgments  to  be  fo 
far  perverted  that  they  lofe  light  of  every 
fad  and  argument  that  militates  againft  it. 
There  is  nothing  more  certain  than  that 
venereal  ulcers,  as  well  as  e^very  other 
fymptbm  of  the  difeafe,  may  be  complete- 
ly removed  by  mercury,  and  yet  that  the 
difeafe  will  return  in  the  fame  or  fome 
other  form,  if  we  do  not  pern  ft  in  the  ufe 
of  mercury  for  fome  time  thereafter ;  that 
is,  the  difeafe  itfelf  may  be  cured  while 
the  difpofition  remains.  All  the  fymp- 
toms  may  be  carried  off  entirely,  and  yet 
the  virus  fubfirr.  in  fuch  force  that  they 
will  at  fome  future  period  break  but  again. 
The  length  of  time  to  which  the  ufe  of 
mercury  mould  be  protracted  for  removing 
this  difpofition,  it  is  not  always  eafy  to  af- 

■  certain.  In  this,  and  fome  of  the  preceding 
fections,  I  have  mentioned  the  refult  of 
my  own  experience  upon  this  point,  but 
this  can  only  be  done  in  general  terms; 
and  the  quantity  of  mercury  to  be  given 
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any  particular  cafe  muft  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  be  regulated  by  the  judgment  of  the 
practitioner  in  attendance. 

I  can  however  with  certainty  fay,  that 
in  the  courfe  of  daily  and  extensive  obfer- 
vation  in  practice  of  this  kind,  I  have  met 
with  no  instances  in  which  the  difeafe  has 
recurred  on  the  full  quantities  of  mer- 
cury being  given,  which  in  the  various  fec- 
tions  of  this  work,.  I  have  ventured  to  ad- 
vife.  In  fame  cafes  perhaps,  our  purpofe 
might  be  accompli  Hied  with  lefs,  but  in  a 
point  of  fuch  importance,  it  mufl  be  con- 
sidered as  the  beft  practice,  rather  to  ex- 
ceed the  exact  quantity  in  all  cafes,  than 
to  incur  the  occasional  recurrence  of  fuch 
a  diftrefsful  difeafe,  to  which  we  would 
certainly  expofe  our  patients,  mould  mer- 
cury be  given  in  a  more  limited  manner. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  a  mercurial  courfe 
employed  for  the  cure  of  venereal  ulcers 
of  long  duration,  decoctions  of  farfaparilla, 
mezereon,  and  guaiacum  are  fometimes 
given  with  advantage.  The  latter  1  have 
already  mentioned  as  the  moil  effectual  of 
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thefe,  but  in  fome  inftances  a  combination 
of  the  whole  has  appeared  to  prove  more 
powerful  than  any  -one  of  them  ufed  fepa- 
rately.  Many  allege  that  no  advantage 
is  derived  from  any  of  them ;  but  although 
I  was  once  of  this  opinion,  I  am  now  per- 
fectly convinced  that  ulcers  of  this  de- 
fcription  frequently  heal  more  eafily  when 
a  mercurial  courfe  is  conjoined  with  a  de- 
coction, fuch  as  I  have  mentioned,  than 
when  mercury  is  given  entirely  by  itfelf. 

In  thefe  ulcers,  when  much  irritation 
prevails,  opium  proves  particularly  ufefui. 
In  various  inftances,  indeed,  I  have  found 
that  all  other  remedies  are  of  no  avail  till 
this  irritability  of  the  parts  is  removed, 
in  fome  cafes  this  may  be  done  with  hy- 
ofcyamus.  Six,  feven,  or  eight  grains  of 
the  extract,  may  be  given  at  bed-time, 
and  three  or  four  in  the  morning,  and  at 
mid-day.  It  commonly  acts  aa  an  ano- 
dyne, and  1  conclude  that  cicuta,  when 
it  proves  ufefui  here,  acts  alfo  in  this  man- 
ner 3  but  when  the  irritation  is  confider- 

C  c  3  able^ 
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able,  opium  is  the  only  remedy  upon  which 
we  can  depend.  It  ought  therefore  in  all 
cafes  to  be  given  when  the  pain  does  not 
fubfide  on  the  mercury  taking  full  effect, 
and  which  it  commonly  does  when  they 
are  altogether  venereal. 

§  4- 

Of  the  Cure  of  Venereal  Blotches, 

A  description  of  this  fymptom  is 
given  in  Section  II.  of  this  Chapter,  p.  84. 

Mercury  is  almoft  the  only  remedy  that 
we  employ  for  the  cure  of  venereal  blot- 
ches, and  when  the  courfe  is  well  con- 
ducted it  feldom  fails.  We  never  find  it 
neceffary  to  advife  external  applications 
unlefs  the  eruptions  become  hot  and  un- 
eafy,  in  which  cafe  relief  is  fometimes 
obtained  from  dufting  the  parts  with 
flour  or  with  ftarch  powder,  as  is  done  in 
cafes  of  eryfipelas,  or  bathing  them  from 
time  to  time  with  a  weak  folutionof  fugar 
of  lead. 

Where 
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Where  the  ufual  method  of  exhibiting 
mercury  has  failed  in  the  cure  of  thefe 
eruptions,  corrofive  fublimate  has  appear- 
ed to  prove  ufeful;  but  as  the  medicine 
in  this  form  cannot  be  given  in  large  quan- 
tities, it  requires  to  be  continued  for  a 
great  length  of  time.  It  mould  be  regu- 
larly given  for  at  leaft  fix  weeks  after  the 
blotches  have  difappeared  ;  and  it  feems  to 
operate  with  moft  certainty  when  con- 
joined with  the  decoction  which  I  have 
:urt  had  occafion  to  mention.  The  Lifbon 
diet  drink  is  faid  to  have  proved  particu- 
larly ufeful  in  the  cure  of  this  fymptom  *. 
Antimonials,  from  their  well  known  pro- 
perty of  exciting  a  determination  to  the 
fkin,  are  frequently  combined  with  mer- 
cury in  the  cure  of  venereal  blotches.  It 
is  upon  this  principle  I  conceive  that  ma- 
ny of  the  quack  remedies  employed  in 
cutaneous  affections  are  formed  ;  and  it 
is  for  the  cure  of  this  fymptom  of  fyphilis 

C  c  4  that 
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that  Plummer's  pill  has  been  moft  fre- 
quently ufed  f. 

Crude  antimony  is  a  favourite  medicine 
with  fome  practitioners  in  the  cure  of  this 
fymptom,  and  when  conjoined  with  mer- 
cury, I  think  I  have  obferved  it  prove  ufe- 
ful.  It  may  be  given  either  in  powder  or 
pills  to  the  extent  of  fifteen  or  twenty 
grains  three  times  a-day ;  and  befides 
behig  given  along  with  the  mercury,  it 
may  be  continued  with  advantage  for  fome 
weeks  after  the  mercurial  courfe  is  finifli- 
ed. 


§5- 

Of  the  Cure  of  Nodes,  Swellings  of  the  Peri? 

ojleum,  &c. 

A  description  of  thefe  fwellings  has 
already  been  given  in  Section  II.  page  ioo> 
and  it  is  of  importance  in  the  method  of 
cure  to  diftinguifh  them  accurately. 

*  Vide  Appendix,  Vol.  II.  No  21, 
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In  every  affection  of  the  periofteum  and 
bones  arifing  from  the  fyphilitic  virus, 
mercury  mould  be  given  immediately,  for 
it  is  upon  this  remedy  that  we  chiefly  de- 
pend. Where  the  bones  are  much  fwelied, 
that  is,  where  tumours  truly  offeous  have 
arrived  at  any  great  bulk,  mercury  alone 
will  not  prove  fufficient ;  for  although  it 
may  dejtroy  the  conftitutional  infection 
thefe  tumours  will  flill  remain ;  but  when 
given  immediately  upon  their  firft  appear- 
ance, it  will  prevent  their  farther  increafe  ; 
and  as  they  are  always  fmall  at  firrt,  al- 
though they  may  never  difappear  entirely, 
no  inconvenience  will  be  experienced  from 
their  remaining  in  this  rtate  even  during 
the  life  of  the  patient. 

The  method  of  throwing  mercury  into 
the  fyftem  by  unction  is  the  beft  adapted 
for  this  fymptom,  as  it  perhaps  alfo  is  with 
a  very  few  exceptions,  for  the  cure  of  every 
fymptom  of  the  difeafe ;  but  it  does  not 
appear  that  any  advantage  is  derived  from 
rubbing  the  ointment  upon- the  tumours. 
On  the  contrary,  by  tending  to  irritate 

and 
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and  fret  the  fkin,  it  renders  them  more 
painful,  fo  that  it  anfwers  better  to  apply 
it  to  other  parts. 

As  the  bones  feldom  become  affected 
till  the  difeafe  has  been  of  long  duration, 
it  is  perhaps  for  this  reafon  that  more 
rriercury  is  in  general  required  for  the  cure 
of  this  fymptom  than  for  any  other  in  the 
venereal  difeafe.  I  believe,  however,  that 
we  are  often  deceived  in  this,  and  that 
we  continue  to  give  mercury  for  the  cure 
of  the  loctil  affection  long  after  the  virus 
by  which  it  was  produced  is  removed,  and 
for  which  purpofe  alone  it  was  prefcribed. 
Next  to  the  flate  of  the  fyftem,  which  a 
due  continuation  of  mercury  can  alone 
render  fafe,  the  pain  excited  by  the  tu- 
mour is  the  fymptom  chiefly  requiring 
our  attention.  When  mercury  is  employ- 
ed immediately  on  the  pain  taking  place 
it  commonly  fubfldes  foon  \  but  if  the  tu- 
mour has  previoufly  arrived  at  any  con- 
fiderable  bulk,  the  pain  which  it  excites 
is  apt  to  be  fevere,  while  it  is  not  allayed 
or  even  lefTened  by  all  the  mercury  we 

can 
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can  employ.  Where  the  fkin  has  become 
inflamed  and  painful,  fome  relief  will  be 
obtained  from  faturnine  applications  \  but 
as  the  pain  depends  chiefly  on  the  ftretch- 
ing  of  the  periofteum  by  the  tumour  of 
the  bone,  nothing  will  tremove  it  entirely 
but  the  drvifion  of  this  membrane.  No 
practitioner  would  lay  a  bone  bare  for  a 
moderate  degree  of  pain,  whatever  the 
caufe  of  it  might  be ;  but  whenever  the 
pain  produced  by  nodes  becomes  diftrefs- 
ful,  and  is  not  allayed  by  a  courfe  of  mer- 
cury, as  I  know  of  no  other  remedy  that 
will  give  relief,  I  conclude  that  we  are 
fully  juftified  in  advifing  the  periofteum 
to  be  divided  along  the  whole  courfe  of 
the  tumour. 

Where  the  bone  is  not  much  increafed 
in  bulk,  and  not  otherwife  difeafed,  if 
mercury  has  been  given  in  fufficient  quan- 
tity for  the  deftruction  of  the  virus,  a  cure 
may  be  obtained  without  any  exfoliation 
of  bone.  W^ith  this  view  the  mildeft 
dreflings  only  fliould  be  employed,  at  the 
fame  time  that  the  fore  fhould  be  as  much 

as 
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as  pofllble  protected  from  accefs  to  air. 
But  when  the  tumour  of  the  bone  is  con- 
nderable,  and  particularly  when  caries 
has  taken  place,  as  it  would  be  vain  to  ex- 
pect a  cure  but  with  the  exfoliation  of  the 
difeafed  parts,  fo  the  moft  powerful  means 
mould  be  employed  for  effecting  it.  All 
the  foft  parts  covering  the  difeafed  bone 
mould  be  removed  with  efcharotics. 
Small  holes  mould  be  drilled  through  the 
carious  part  of  the  bone,  and  the  fore 
drefled  with  precipitate  or  verdigris  oint- 
ments, of  fuch  degrees  of  ftrength  as  to 
act  gently  as  flimulants  upon  the  conti- 
guous parts.  By  due  perfeverance  in  this 
mode  of  treatment,  and  taking  care  at  the 
fame  time  to  fupport  the  ftrength  of  the 
patient  with  nouriming  diet,  the  difeafed 
parts  of  the  bone  will  at  laft  exfoliate, 
when,  the  healing  of  the  fore  not  being 
impeded,  a  cure  will  foon  be  obtained  with 
common  treatment. 

The  next  variety  of  tumour  taken  no- 
tice of  in  the  defcription  which  I  have 
given  of  nodes,  proceeds,  as  we  have  had 
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occafion  to  fee,  from  the  effufion  of  a  thin 
fluid  between  the  periofteum  and  furface 
of  the  bone.    This  alfo  is  apt  to  be  ac- 
companied with  fevere  pain ;  but  as  the 
pain  is  induced  by  the  diftenfion  of  the 
periofteum,  in  confequence  of  a  fluid  be- 
ine  collected  beneath,  and  as  this  fluid  is 
frequently  abforbed  on  the  mercury  ta- 
king effect,  we  feldom  find  it  necefiary  to 
lay  this  variety  of  tumour  open.  Abforp- 
tion  of  the  matter  is  fometimes  promoted 
by  the  application  of  a  blifler  to  the  part, 
or  by  rubbing  it  occahonally  with  ftimu- 
lants,  fuch  as  volatile  liniment  or  tincture 
of  cantharides.    But  when  the  fwelling 
has  been  of  long  duration  ;  as  the  furface 
of  the  bone  is  in  this  cafe  commouly  in- 
jured ;  as  the  abforption  of  the  matter 
does  not  take  place  fo  readily  ;  and  as  the 
tumour  at  the  end  of  the  mercurial  courfe 
is  commonly  larger  than  before,  an  in- 
c  ili on  the  whole  length  of  the  tumour 
mould  be  made  through  the  periofteum, 
and  the  wound  drefTed  in  the  manner  that 

• 

I  have  advifed.    I  think  it  right,  how- 
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ever,  to  obferve,  that  the  opening  of  thefe 
tumours  is  feldom  neceflfary  ;  and  that  it 
would  in  no  inftance  perhaps  be  fo,  if  mer- 
cury was  given  in  fufEcient  quantity  foon 
after  their  formation.  Even  where  the 
quantity  of  efFufed  fluid  is  confiderable, 
the  fwelling  for  the  moil  part  begins  to 
leiTen  foon  after  the  mercury  has  fully  en- 
tered the  fyftem;  and  if  the  effect  of  the 
medicine  is  kept  up  for  a  fufficient  length 
of  time,  we  feldom  fail  to  remove  it  en- 
tirely. 

In  thofe  difFufed  fwellings  upon  the 
bones,  which  I  have  taken  notice  of  in  the 
defer iption  as  a  fymptom  of  fyphilis,  and 
which  alfo  have  improperly  been  termed 
Nodes,  mercury  when  properly  given,  fel- 
dom fails ;  but  it  requires  to  be  given  in 
quantities  as  large  as  the  patient  can  bear, 
and  to  be  continued  for  a  confiderable 
time,  commonly  for.  nine,  ten,  or  even  for 
twelve  weeks.  The  pain  indeed  foon  fub- 
fides  upon  the  mercury  taking  full  effect  ; 
but  when  the  fwelling  has  been  of  long 
continuance,  as  often  happens  before  mer- 
cury 
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cury  is  given,  from  the  difeafe  being  at 
firrt  apt  to  be  miftaken  for  rheumatifm,  in 
order  to  remove  it,  the  mercury  muft  be 
employed  for  feveral  weeks  after  the  pain 
has  ceafed.  In  the  treatment  of  this  fymp- 
tom  blifters  prove  particularly  ufeful,  and 
they  mould  be  applied  along  the  whole 
courfe  of  the  fwelling. 

Where  the  ligaments,  tendons,  and  faf- 
cire  of  mufcles,  become  fwelled,  as  fome- 
times  happens  from  the  matter  of  vene- 
real ulcers  fpreading  to  thofe  parts  from 
the  Ikin  and  cellular  fubftance  where  they 
originate,  we  depend  entirely  upon  a  courfe 
of  mercury,  with  proper  attention  to  the 
external  treatment  of  the  ulcers  in  the 
manner  I  have  already  pointed  out. 


§6. 
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§6. 

Of  the  Cure  of  Venereal  Excrefcences  about 

the  Anus, 

In  fedtion  fecond  of  this  chapter,  page 
124,  a  particular  defcription  was  given  of 
thefe  excrefcences, 

A  full  mercurial  courfe  is  the  heft  re- 
medy for  this  fymptomj  under  which  it 
gradually  lefiens,  and  at  laft  very  common- 
ly difappears  altogether  3  but  where  we 
are  difappointed  in  this,  we  muft  ufe  the 
fame  applications  that  prove  fuccefsful  in 
warty  excrefcences  which  fucceed  to  Go- 
norrhoea *. 

The  difeafe  being  now  entirely  local, 
no  advantage  can  accrue  from  mercury 
being  longer  continued,  while  we  feldom 
fail  with  a  proper  application  of  efcha- 
rotics. 

Where 

*  Vide  Chapter  III.  Seftion  XIII.  Vol.  I. 
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Where  the  furface  of  thefe  excrefcences 
becomes  ulcerated,  and  yields  matter,  fa- 
turnine  lotions  and  other  afiringents  mould 
be  employed  to  heal  them ;  for  as  the 
matter  which  they  afford  appears  to  be 
venereal,  and  of  which  we  judge  from  the 
real  venereal  bubo  being  in  women  fome- 
times  produced  by  it,  the  longer  that  this 
fecretion  is  allowed  to  continue,  the  more 
of  it  will  pafs  into  the  fyftem,  and  the 
greater  the  rilk  will  therefore  be  of  fome 
of  the  glands  in  its  courfe  towards  the 
heart  being  obftru&ed. 


§7- 

Of  the  Cure  of  [the  Venereal  Swelled  T "flick. 

For  the  defcription  of  this  affection  of 
the  tefticle,  and  of  the  difference  between 
it  and  other  tumours  to  which  the  teftis 
is  liable,  I  muft  refer  to  fe&ion  fecond  of 
this  chapter. 

Vol.  II.  D  d  One 
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One  important  difference  between  this 
tumour  of  the  tefticle  and  that  which  pro- 
ceeds from  Gonorrhoea  is,  that  in  the  lat- 
ter mercury  very  frequently  does  harm, 
while  in  this  it  is  the  remedy  upon  which 
we  chiefly  place  dependence.  Unlefs  the 
fwelling  has  been  allowed  to  advance  to  a 
great  lize,  from  an  opinion  which  fome 
have  entertained  of  it  being-  always  local, 
and  not  connected  with  any  conftitutional 
difeafe,  mercury  feldom  fails  to  cure  it. 
Were  it  not  to  add  conliderably  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  prefent  work,  this,  as  well  as 
many  other  points,  of  which  I  have  had 
occafion  to  fpeak,  might  be  illuftrated  and 
proved  by  a  variety  of  cafes  which  have 
fallen  under  my  obfervation,  in  which  the 
fwelling  of  the  teftis  to  which  I  allude, 
produced  altogether  by  the  fyphilitic  vi- 
rus in  the  fyftem,  and  in  many  inftances 
where  Gonorrhoea  never  exified,  after  re- 
fitting every  other  remedy,  has  at  lafl 
been  completely  cured  by  mercury.  Be- 
fides  other  views  of  no  fmall  importance 
in  the  theory  of  the  difeafe,  which  this 

tends 
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tends  to  eftablifh,  it  may  be  looked  upon 
as  an  additional  argument  for  confidering 
the  matter  of  Gonorrhoea  and  of  pox  as 
different.  The  fwelling  of  the  teitis  an- 
ting from  Gonorrhoea  gives  way  to  the  ef- 
fects of  an  antiphlogiftic  courfe,  and  with- 
out doing  any  injury  to  the  conftitution, 
while  the  other  in  no  inftance  has  been 
known  to  do  fo,  at  the  fame  time  that  it 
yields  to  mercury,  the  only  remedy  upon 
which  we  have  hitherto  ventured  to  truft 
for  the  cure  of  every  other  fymptom  of 
fyphilis. 

Mercury  proves  effectual  in  removing 
tumours  of  this  defcription,  even  where 
matter  has  formed  in  them.  1  have  met 
with  cafes  in  which  a  partial  fuppuration 
had  taken  place  in  the  body  of  the  teftis 
before  mercury  was  given,  and  the  mat- 
ter has  been  abforbed,  and  the  fwelling 
entirely  removed,  foon  after  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  the  medicine  has  been  thrown 
in.  In  fome  of  thefe  it  appeared  that 
mercury  was  affifted  by  a  decocfion  of 
mezereon  given  along  with  it  ;  but  for 

B  d  2  the 
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the  moll  part  it  proves  abundantly  fuc- 
cefsful  of  itfelf. 

Where  mercury  has  been  too  long  de- 
layed, complete  fuppuration  commonly  en- 
fues,  and  the  fore  arifmg  from  the  burft- 
ing  of  the  tumour  afliimes  always  a  very 
ugly  appearance.  Even  in  this  fituation, 
however,  our  chief  advantage  is  derived 
from  mercury  ;  nor  do  we  often  fail  in 
curing  the  fore,  if  due  attention  is  given 
to  regular  dreffings,  and  procuring  a  free 
difcharge  to  the  matter.  The  belt  dref- 
fings for  this  purpofe  are  the  faturnine  and 
zinc  ointments,  when  the  parts  are  clean, 
and  the  precipitate  or  verdigris  ointments 
when  they  are  foul  or  lloughy. 

But  where  matter  is  obferved  to  lodge 

in  any  part  of  the  fwelling,  nothing  can 

be  of  advantage  till  a  free  opening  is  made 

for  it.   This,  however,  is  not  always  done 

fo  completely  as  it  ought  to  be.  The 

teftes  being  organs  of  much  delicacy,  we 

are  apt  to  be  afraid  of  opening  abfcefies 

that  may  form  in  them,  in  confequence 

of  which  the  matter  is  apt  to  find  accefs 

into 
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Into  the  cellular  fubftance  of  the  fcrotum, 
where  it  feldom  fails  to  produce  very 
troublefome  linufes.  This,  however,  may 
always  be  prevented,  either  by  making  a 
free  inciflon  into  the  more  depending  part 
of  the  abfcefs,  without  allowing  it  to  burft, 
or  taking  care  to  enlarge  the  opening  if 
it  has  previoully  made  way  for  itfelf.  Nor 
mould  we  ever  be  afraid  of  doing  fo,  for 
the  injury  which  this  may  do  to  the  te- 
fticle  cannot  be  equal  to  what  it  muft  fuf- 
fer  from  matter  being  allowed  to  lodge  in 
it.  In  all  fuch  circumftances  I  never  he- 
litate  to  lay  the  tefticle  freely  open,  and 
no  inconvenience  ever  enfues  from  it. 

As  this  tumour  of  the  tefticle  never  oc- 
curs but  in  very  advanced  ftages  of  fyphi- 
lis,  it  requires  a  very  full  quantity  of 
mercury  to  remove  it,  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  eradicate  the  virus  from  the  iy- 
ftem  by  which  it  has  been  produced.  It 
ought  to  be  continued  from  ten  to  twelve 
weeks,  and  in  as  great  quantities  as  the 
patient  can  bear. 

D  d  3  When 
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When  the  fores  which  enfue  from  the 
burfting  or  opening  of  thefe  tumours  do 
not  heal  after  fiich  a  quantity  of  mercury 
is  given  as  we  judge  to  be  proper  for  the 
fafety  of  the  constitution,  fome  advantage 
is  occafionally  derived  from  a  plentiful 
ufe  of  hemlock,  and  fea-bathing ;  but  in 
fuch  circumftances  nothing  proves  for  the 
mod  part  fo  ufeful  as  dreffing  the  parts  in 
the  manner  I  have  mentioned,  with  ftimu- 
lating  ointments,  and  touching  them  ocr- 
cafionally  with  cauuic.  This  we  are  alfo 
apt  to  be  afraid  of  from  the 'natural  irri- 
tability of  thefe  parts  -?  but  I  have  not 
found  that  there  is  caufe  for  this.  On  the 
contrary,  a  free  application  of  cauflic  to 
the  furface  of  thefe  fores  renders  them 
commonly  lefs  painful.  Where  much  ir- 
ritation however  prevails,  and  is  not  re- 
moved or  much  leflened  by  the  ufe  of 
c.auftic,  opiates  mould  be  given  in  quanti- 
.ties  fufEcient  to  allay  it. 
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J  8- 

Of  the  'Treatment  of  Alopecia,  Venereal  Blind- 
nefsy  and  Deafnefs, 

A  defcription  of  thefe  fymptoms  was 
given  in  Section  II.  of  this  chapter,  §  11. 
12.  and  13. 

When  alopecia,  or  the  falling  off  of  the 
hair  takes  place  in  any  confiderable  de- 
gree before  mercury  is  employed,  par- 
ticularly if  the  patient  is  advanced  in 
years,  it  never  grows  again  but  in  a  very 
partial  manner ;  but  during  youth,  and 
when  mercury-  is  given  in  due  time,  we 
not  only  prevent  it  from  advancing  far- 
ther, but  any  hair  that  has  been  loft  will 
commonly  be  renewed.  There  is  no  other 
remedy  indeed  upon  which  we  can  de- 
pend but  a  full  courfe  of  mercury ;  for 
although  many  external  applications  are 
advifed  for  recovering  or  renewing  hair 
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loft  in  this  manner,  there  is  no  reafon  to 
fuppofe  that  any  advantage  is  ever  derived 
from  them. 

Where  the  falling  away  of  the  hair  is 
connected  with  a  fcurf  over  the  head,  fome 
benefit  indeed  is  obtained  from  external 
applications  j  by  removing  the  eruption 
we  tend  to  prevent  any  farther  lofs  of  hair,  . 
and  the  internal  ufe  of  mercury  alone  is 
not  altogether  fufficient  for  this.  The 
moft  effectual  applications  for  the  remo- 
val of  this,  are,  the  unguentum  citrinum  * 
and  a  weak  folution  of  corrolive  fublimate 
in  water.  The  ointment  mould  be  well 
rubbed  among  the  roots  of  the  hair  every 
night,  and  the  folution  mould  be  applied 
three  or  four  times  daily,  in  the  propor- 
tion of  half  a  grain  of  the  mercury  to  an 
ounce  of  water;  and  for  the  more  effec- 
tual application  of  both,  the  head  mould 
be  fhaved,  and  the  hair  not  allowed  to 
grow  till  the  eruption  or  fcurf  is  entirely 
removed. 

In 

*  Vide  Appendix,  No.  14. 
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In  the  treatment  of  blindnefs  as  a  fymp- 
tom  of  Lues  Venerea  we  have  fcarcely 
any  variety  of  practice.  Mercury  is  per- 
haps the  only  remedy  from  which  any 
advantage  is  to  be  expected  3  nor  does  it 
prove  of  any  avail  if  it  be  not  given  im- 
mediately, and  in  as  great  quantities  as  the 
patient  can  bear.  Whether  the  eye  is 
therefore  affected  with  gutta  ferena,  ca- 
taract, or  effunons  upon  the  cornea,  if 
there  is  reafon  to  think  that  it  proceeds 
from  Lues  Venerea,  the  patient  mould  be 
immediately  put  under  a  full  courfe  of 
mercury,  and  his  gums  kept  fore  for  the 
fpace  of  ten,  eleven,  or  twelve  weeks,  ac- 
cording to  the  effects  which  arife  from  it. 

In  gutta  ferena  it  may  be  proper  before 
mercury  is  given  to  premife  a  fmart  pur- 
gative or  two,  and  during  the  courfe  to 
conjoin  the  repeated  application  of  blis- 
ters to  the  temples  and  head,  with  electri- 
city, and  errhines  for  the  purpofe  of  ex- 
citing a  difcharge  by  the  nofe,  although 
the  effects  of  thefe  remedies  are  fo  uncer- 
tain 
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tain  that  in  every  in  fiance  our  chief  de- 
pendence muft  reft  upon  mercury. 

Where  the  btindnefs  is  found-to  proceed 
from  cataracts,  if  mercury  does  not  fuc- 
ceed  in  removing  the  opacity,  our  only 
remedy  muft  be  the  ufual  operation  of 
depreiling  or  extracting  the  cryftallines. 
This  will  not  always  fucceed,  but  where 
the  eye  is  otherwife  found,  and  only  the 
local  affection  of  the  lens  appearing  to  be 
the  caufe  of  blindnefs,  we  mould  in  every 
inftance  advife  it. 

We  fometimes  find  that  mercury  proves 
fo  far  ufeful  as  to  leffenthe  opacity  of  the 
lens  in  a  confiderable  degree,  without  re- 
moving it  entirely ;  and  where  this  has 
happened  I  have  found  in  more  cafes  than 
one  that  a  cure  has  been  accomplifhed  by 
electricity.  I  have  never  perceived,  how- 
ever, that  electricity  has  produced  any  ad- 
vantage where,  the  opacity  was  not  pre- 
yiouftymuch  diminifhed,  and  even  in  this 
fituation  it  requires  to  be  long  continued 
in  order  to  anfwer  the  purpofe, 
. "  ,    ■  In 
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In  blindnefs  -produced  by  the  humours 
of  the  eye  becoming  confufed  or  turbid 
where  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  the 
fyftem  is  affecled  with  Lues  Venerea,  mer- 
cury  ought    no    doubt  to  be  advifed j 
but  this  caufe  of  blindnefs  is  of  a  very 
hopelefs  nature,  infomuch  that  I  have  ne- 
ver known  an  inftance  of  its  being  remo- 
ved.   Neither  do  we  often  fucceed  even 
with  mercury,  where  the  matter  of  fyphi- 
lis  has  fixed  upon  the  coats  of  the  eye. 
We  may  prevent  the  difeafe  from  advan- 
cing farther,  but  mercury  does  not  appear 
to  be  fufEcient  for  removing  any  consider- 
able degree  of  opacity  in  the  cornea  that 
has  already  taken  place.    Nor  does  this 
caufe  of  blindnefs  admit  of  remedy:  by 
means  of  a  furgical  operation;  for  it  is 
not  upon  the  furface,   but  in  the  very 
fubftance  of  the  cornea  that  it  is  feated. 

When  abfcefles  form  in  the  coats  of  the 
•eye,  we  have  it  in  our  power  by  difchar- 
ging  the  matter  which  they  contain  to  re- 
move 


412 


Of  the  Cure 


Ch.  IV. 


move  in  Tome  degree  the  deformity  which 
they  produce,  as  well  as  the  pain  with 
which  they  are  accompanied  \  but  we  are 
not  to  look  for  any  farther  advantage 
from  this  or  any  other  remedy  that  can 
be  propofed.  An  opaque  Mate  of  the  cor- 
nea almoft  confcantly  remains  during  the 
life  of  the  patient. 

Of  all  the  fymptoms  of  Lues  Venerea, 
none  prove  more  obftinate,  nor  are  lefs 
acted  upon  by  mercury  than  deafnefs.  A 
certain  degree  of  deafnefs,  indeed,  produ- 
ced by  venereal  ulceration  or  fwelling  at 
the  opening  of  the  Euftachian  tube  in  the 
throat,  is  fometimes  relieved  or  even  re- 
moved by  mercury  ;  but  no  advantage  is 
ever  obtained  from  this  or  any  other  re- 
medy where  the  difeafe  has  fixed  upon  the 
membrane  or  bones  of  the  ear.  In  the  de- 
fcription  of  this  fymptom,  I  had  occafion 
to  remark,  that  a  temporary  ft  ate  of  deaf- 
nefs is  fometimes  produced  in  Lues  Vene- 
rea, by  the  meatus  externus  being  filled  up . 
with  a  fcurfy  eruption;  and  infome  inrTan-^ 
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ces  by  the  membrane  of  the  palfage  be- 
coming thickened  and  even  ulcerated.  In 
this,  as  in  other  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe, 
we  depend  entirely  on  the  internal  ufe  of 
mercury  for  removing  the  virus  from  the 
conftitution ;  but  the  local  affection  may 
remain  after  the  fyftem  is  rendered  fafe. 
The  belt  remedy  that  I  have  employed  for 
this  is  a  cautious  ufe  of  bougies.  Care, 
however,  mould  be  taken  that  they  be 
not  pumed  fo  deep  into  the  paffage  as  to 
injure  the  tympanum  3  and  they  mould 
be  formed  of  the  mildeft  materials,  as  they 
never  fail  to  do  harm  when  they  excite 
much  irritation 
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§  9- 

Of  the  Cure  of  fome  Anomalous  Symptoms  of 
Lues  Venerea* 

In  fedtion  fecond  of  this  chapter,  page 
147,  fundry  anomalous  fymptoms  of  fy- 
philis  are  enumerated,  which  could  not 
with  propriety  be  defcribed  in  any  other 
place. 

For  the  cure  of  thefe  we  depend  almoft 
entirely  upon  a  full  courfe  of  mercury. 
Scarcely  any  of  them  appear  but  in  the 
later  ftages  of  the  difeafe,  and  they  are 
very  apt  to  recur,  if  the  medicine  be  not 
given  in  as  large  quantities  as  the  patient 
cari-feear,  and  continued  for  a  confiderable 
time  after  they  have  difappeared.  Be- 
lides  this  general  courfe  of  treatment,  fome 
of  thefe  fymptoms  require  a  peculiarity  of 
local  management. 

The 
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The  firft  that  I  have  mentioned  are 
chops  or  clefts  in  the  palms  of  the  hands 
and  foles  of  the  feet,  to  which  fyphilitic 
patients  are  fometimes  liable.  The  belt 
dreffings  that  I  have  employed  for  thefe 
are' the  unguentum  citrinum*,  and  un^ 
guentum  e  mercurio  prsecipit.  ntbr.  f. 
But  while  thefe  ointments  are  perhaps  the 
belt  that  can  be  applied  to  the  chops- 
themfelves,  they  are  too  irritating  to  ad- 
mit of  being  applied  to  the  contiguous 
parts,  which  for  the  molt  part  are  red  and 
tender,  and  are  belt  defended  with  unguen- 
tum faturninum  \. 

For  the  removal  of  that  fcurf  and  gum- 
my matter  which  occalionally  forms  and 
becomes  troublefome-upon  the  eye-lids  of 
fyphilitie-patients,  "T  have  found  nothing 
anfwer  fo  well  as  Mttfihs;  them  from' time 
to  time,  with  a  weak  folution  of  white 
vitriol,  and  applying  over  the  eye-lafh.es 
and  Cartilaginous  border  of  the  eye-lids, 

a 
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a  {mall  "portion  of  calamine  liniment  *,  or 
unguentum  citrinum,  fo  much  reduced 
with  axunge  as  to  prevent  too  much  irri- 
tation. 

Sores  which  fucceed  to  the  fwellings 
defcribed  in  p.  150,  are  frequently  healed 
with  mercury  alone,  but  in  fome,  they  re- 
lift  even  this,  and  all  the  dreflings  that  we 
employ.  Cauftic  and  other  efcharotics 
are  the  bell  applications  here,  as  we  find 
them  indeed  to  be  in  almoft  every  variety 
of  venereal  ulcer.  When  they  do  not  fuc- 
ceed it  is  for  the  moll  part  owing  to  a 
greater  degree  of  irritation  and  pain  in 
the  fore  than  is  conhftent  with  the  procefs 
,of  healing.  In  this  cafe  nothing  proves 
fo  ufeful  as  fufhcient  dofes  of  opiates. 

When  the  pains  mentioned  in  p.  151;, 
do  not  give  way  to  the  quantity  of  mer- 
cury judged  to  be  fufhcient  for  the  fafety 
of  the  conftitution,  we  fometimes  find  that 
they  may  be  removed  by  blifters  applied 
directly  to  the  parts  affected,  and  anoint- 
ing 
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ing  them  with  tether,  anodyne  balfam,  or 
volatile  liniment. 

For  the  removal  of  thefe  pains  we  are 
often  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  opium. 
In  fufficient  dofes  it  feldom  fails  by  itfelf, 
but  it  pfbves  more  effectual  in  every  va- 
reity  of  pain  when  given  in  the  form  of 
Dovar's  powder.  Ten  or  twelve  grains  of 
the  powder  given  at  bed-time,  and  con- 
tinued for  feven  or  eight  nights  fuce'ef- 
iively,  very  commonly  gives  relief. 

The  irritability,  reftleflhefs,  and  atro- 
phy, to  which  venereal  patients  are  often 
liable,  are  difficult  to  remove,  and  fome- 
times  even  prove  fatal.  I  have  known 
different  imtances  of  their  proving  incu- 
rable where  ulcers  and  other  fymptoms  of 
the  difeafe  with  which  they  were  at  firfl 
connected  were  ealily  removed,  but  where: 
the  patient,  by  conftant  reftleflhefs  and 
anxiety,  having  firft  been  deprived  of  ap- 
petite, and  afterwards  of  ftrength,  was  at 
laft  carried  off,  notwithftanding  all  the 
means  that  could  be  employed  for  his 
fafety. 

Vol.  II.  Ee  I 


I  judge  that  thcfe  fymptoms  are  often 
altogether  venereal,  from  obferving  them 
to  accompany  other  well-marked  fymp- 
toms of  the  difeafe,  and  from  mercury  be- 
ing the  only  remedy  that  has  any  influ- 
ence in  the  cure.  Even  mercury  does  not 
always  fucceed  ;  but  in  various  inftances 
I  have  known  it  anfwer  where  every  other 
remedy  had  previoufly  been  tried  in  vain. 
Peruvian  bark,  a  change  of  diet,  and  coun- 
try air,  are  commonly  prefcribed  j  but  we 
may  readily  conclude,  that  no  material 
advantage  can  refult  from  them,  if  mer- 
cury be  not  alfo  continued  till  the  virus 
is  removed. 

This  reftlefs  anxiety  to  which  fyphilitic 
patients  are  occafionally  liable,  is  in  fome 
inftances  removed  by  opiates,  while  in 
others  they  rather  do  harm.  The  only 
courfe  that  I  have  found  to  prove  ufeful, 
is,  a  light,  nouriming  diet,  a  due  continu- 
ance of  mercury,  and  the  patient,  during 
the  time  of  uling  it,  being  allowed  to  go 
daily  abroad  in  a  carriage  when  the  ftate 
of  the  weather  permits. 

In 
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In  the  ufe  of  mercury  for  the  cure  of 
this  fymptom,  much  nicety  and  care  are 
required ;  for  in  the  delicacy  of  confti- 
tution  which  prevails  here,  it  conftantly 
does  harm  if  not  managed  with  attention. 
It  cannot  be  given  in  large  dofes  out  with 
much  rifk  of  doing  harm  \  nor  can  it  be 
left  entirely  off,  but  with  the  riik  of  the 
difeafe  gaining  ground.  If  ever  an  alter- 
ative courfe  of  mercury,  as  it  is  termed,  is 
proper  for  any  of  the  fymptoms  of  the  more 
advanced  ftages  of  fyphilis,  it  is  here.  By 
a  regular  exhibition  of  frnall  dofes  of  mer- 
cury, the  virus  may  be  kept  moderate  till 
the  ftrength  of  the  fyftem  is  fo  far  re- 
:ftored  by  attention  to  regimen  as  to  ad- 
mit of  larger  quantities  being  given* 

The  molt  frequent  anomalous  fymp- 
tom in  this  difeafe  is  fever*  It  is  often 
the  effect  of  fome  evident  fymptom,  fuch 
as  bubo,  ulcer,  or  node.  In  fuch  cafes 
the  caufe  is  obvious,  and  the  fever  difap- 
pears  along  with  the  fymptom  by  which 
it  was  induced.  But  where  a  quantity  of 
mercury  fufficient  for  eradicating  the  dif- 
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eafe  has  not  been  given,  although  all  the 
fymptoms  for  which  it  was  employed  may 
be  removed,  yet  fever  will  fometimes  take 
place,  and  in  lbme  inftances  fublift  for  a 
great  length  of  time,  before  any  external 
mark  of  the  difeafe  is  perceived.  This  I 
know  is  doubted,  and  even  denied  by 
many  ;  but  I  have  met  with  it  frequent- 
ly, and  in  fome  inftances  in  the  molt  ob- 
vious manner.  In  fome,  where,  from  the 
hiftory  of  the  cafe,  the  caufe  was  evident, 
the  patient  has  been  cured  by  an  additional 
courfe  of  mercury;  while,  in  others,  from 
no  caufe  of  fufpicion  being  mentioned, 
the  febrile  fymptoms  have  refilled  all  the 
ufual  remedies,  and  were  not  removed  at 
laft  till  the  appearance  of  nodes,  ulcers,  or 
fome  other  local  fymptom  has  pointed  out 
the  necellity  of  a  farther  ufe  of  mercury. 

The  effect  of  mercury  upon  this  fever 
is  often  remarkable.  In  almoft  every 
other  lituation  it  is  one  of  the  firft  effects 
of  mercury  in  a  certain  degree  to  accele- 
rate the  circulation  of  the  blood,  while 
here,  it  not  only  ieifens  the  quicknefs  of 

c  \  pulfe, 


Sect.  V.         of  Lues  Venerea. 


421 


pulfe,  but  abates  every  other  febrile  fymp- 
tom.  Even  in  fmall  quantities  mercury 
proves  ufeful  here,  as  it  evidently  does  in 
the  fymptom  laft  mentioned  3  and  as  the 
ftrength  of  the  patient  is  commonly  much 
exhaufled  before  this  remedy  is  employed, 
it  mould  not  at  firft  be  given  in  larger 
quantities  than  are  merely  necenary  for 
mitigating  the  fymptoms.  As  this  however 
will  riot  render  the  conftitution  fafe  againft 
future  returns  of  the  difeafe,  care  mould 
be  taken  that  a  fufficient  quantity  of  the 
medicine  is  given  as  foon  as  the  flrength 
of  the  patient,  reftored  by  a  nouriming 
diet,  enables  him  to  bear  it. 
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SECTION  VI. 

Of  Lues  Venerea  in  Infants. 


NO  period  of  life  is  exempted  from 
the  ravages  of  the  venereal  difeafe. 
They  are  frequently  to  be  deplored  even 
in  infancy,  and  here  the  fame  fymptoms 
appear  as  in  patients  of  more  advanced 
years ;  that  is,  when  the  virus  enters  the 
fyftem  in  the  ufual  way  from  the  furface 
of  the  body,  the  fymptoms  which  enfue 
are  nearly  or  entirely  J:he  fame  as  in  other 
periods  of  life  :  but  when  the  infection  is 
communicated  to  the  fcetus  in  utero,  fome 
variety  is  obferved,  which  demand  par- 
ticular notice. 

I  have  already  indeed  had  occafion  to 
remark,  that  it  has  been  doubted  whether 
Lues  Venerea  can  be  communicated  to 

the 
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the  foetus  while  in  the  womb :  Nay,  of 
late  it  has  even  been  afTerted  that  it  can- 
not, and  that  practitioners  upon  this  very 
important  point  have  hitherto  been  mif- 
taken.  But  this  is  fo  contrary  to  general 
experience,  and  to  the  refult  of  my  own 
obfervation,  that  I  cannot  confider  it  as  an 
opinion  that  will  ever  gain  ground  where 
the  judgment  is  not  entirely  warped.  A 
-defire  to  fupport  a  particular  theory  feems 
to  have  laid  the  foundation  of  this  doc- 
trine ^  but  the  facts  which  militate  againft 
it,  are  too  ftrong  and  too  numerous  to  ad- 
mit of  being  eafily  fet  afide.  * 

Thofe  who  are  of  opinion  that  neither 
the  blood  nor  any  of  the  fecretions  of  a 
fyphilitic  patient  can  communicate  the 
contagion,  allege,  that  when  a  child  ap- 

E  e  4  pears 

*  Even  Mr  Hunter  has  unguardedly  fallen  into  this 
error  ;  and  as  his  authority  would  neceflarily  have  in- 
fluence with  thofe  whofe  opportunities  for  obfervation 
are  not  fo  great,  I  think  it  right,  in  a  matter  of  fuch 
practical  importance,  to  endeavour  to  render  the  mif- 
lake  obvious.  See  different  parts  of  Mr  Hunter's 
Treatife. 
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pears  to  have  been  infected  in  utero,  the 
infection  muft  have  been  communicated 
during  labour  from  venereal  fores  in  the 
genitals  of  the  mother. 

That  this  in  fome  inftances  happens, 
there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt.  A  child  puf- 
fing over,  and  perhaps  refting  for  a  confi- 
derable  time  upon,  fores  of  this  defcription, 
may  readily  be  infe&ed  in  this  manner, 
and  this  may  probably  be  the  cafe  where  - 
ever  the  difeafe  does  not  appear  till  two 
or  three  weeks  after  birth.  But  where  a 
child  is  inftantly  upon  delivery  found  to 
be  covered  with  a  venereal  eruption,  an 
occurrence  which  I  have  often  met  with, 
the  infection  mull  neceffarily  have  been 
communicated  a  considerable  time  before, 
It  may  be  afked,  however,  in  what  man- 
ner eruptions  appearing  oh  the  birth  of  a 
child  have  been  known  to  be  venereal  ? 
In  anfwer  I  may  obferve,  that  it  has  been 
afcertaiqed  in  the  moft  obvious  manner  ; 
by  finding  on  enquiry  that  the  father  had 
been  poxed  without  taking  fuch  a  quanti- 
ty of  mercury  as  was  necefiary  to  eradi- 
cate 
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cate  the  virus  ;  by  the  eruption  upon  the 
child  being  exactly  fimilar  to  what  expe- 
rience in  other  inftances  mews  to  be  ve- 
nereal ;  by  a  child  in  this  fituation  giving 
the  different  fymptoms  of  Lues  Venerea, 
evidently  and  ftrongly  marked,  to  the 
nurfe  by  whom  it  has  been  fuckled ;  by 
the  nurfe  giving  the  difeafe  in  the  firft 
place  to  another  child,  and  afterwards  to 
her  hulband,  and  by  the  difeafe  in  all  of 
them  being  cured  by  a  proper  ufe  of  mer- 
cury alone,  while  no  other  remedy  was  of 
any  avail, 

Every  practitioner  mult  have  met  with 
inftances  of  this.  I  have  feen  many,  in  fome 
of  which  no  external  mark  of  the  difeafe 
appeared  either  in  the  father  or  mother,  al- 
though one  or  other  of  them,  and  in  fome 
cafes  both,  muft  have  been  infected.  I  con- 
clude that  we  have  fufhcient  evidence  of  this 
where  the  fame  parents  produce  one,  two  or 
more  pocky  children,  and  continue  to  do 
fo  till  both  pafs  through  a  complete  courfe 
of  mercury  -?  -and  hence,  notwithstanding 
any  theoretical  opinion  that  may  be  ad- 
vanced 
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vanced  to  the  contrary,  I  have  much  rea- 
fon  to  imagine  that  the  opinion  which  I 
have  elfewhere  given,  that  the  femen  of  a 
difeafed  parent  will  give  a  pocky  offspring 
is  well  founded.    No  perfon,  I  believe, 
will  doubt  of  other  difeafes  being  com- 
municated in  this  manner.     We  have 
daily  proofs  of  it  in  gout,  phthifis,  fcrophu- 
la,  and,  perhaps,  in  fome  others,  in  which 
thefe  difeafes  defcend  from  fathers  to 
their  children,  while  no  infection  is  com- 
municated to  the  mother;  and  I  have  met 
with  very  decihve  evidence  of  it  in  Lues 
Venerea,  at  leaft  with  fuch  as  leaves  no 
room  with  me  to  doubt  of  it. 

About  ten  years  ago  I  was  defired  to 
vifit  a  child  feven  or  eight  days  old.  It 
was  covered  with  a  rafh,  which  had  much 
the  appearance  of  being  venereal ;  and 
finding  that  the  only  other  child  which 
the  parents  ever  had,  was  born  with  a  fimi- 
lar  rafh,  of  which  it  died,  I  enquired  at 
the  father  of  the  child  whether  there  was 
any  caufe  to  fufpect  that  he  was  infected 
or  not.     He  informed  me  that  he  had 

been 
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been  poxed  about  fix  months  before  his 
marriage ;  that  his  fymptoms  were  chan- 
cres and  a  fore  throat ;  but  that  having 
taken  as  much  mercury  as  was  judged  to 
be  fufficient,  the  fymptoms  having  difap- 
peared  while  under  the  courfe,  and  none 
of  them  having  ever  occurred  again,  al- 
though he  had  now  been  married  nearly 
three  years,  he  could  not  pofllbly  believe 
that  the  child  was  infected  with  this  dif- 
eafe,  particularly  as  no  fymptom  had  ap- 
peared upon  his  wife.  I  was  clearly  of 
opinion,  however,  that  the  child  was  in- 
fected ;  and  I  judged  it  right  to  fay,  not 
only  that  the  child  mould  inftantly  get 
mercury,  but  that  he  and  his  wife  mould 
alfo  take  it,  with  a  view  to  prevent  the 
fame  occurrence  with  any  other  children 
which  they  might  have,  as  well  as  to  ren- 
der themfelves  fafe.  He  agreed  to  this 
with  refpect  to  himfelf,  but  on  account  of 
the  fufpicion  which  it  might  create,  he 
would  by  no  means  confent  that  it  mould 
be  given  to  his  wife. 

Imperfect 
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Imperfect  as  this  meafure  might  be,  I 
was  obliged  to  adopt  it.    Small  dofes  of 
calomel  were  given  to  the  child,  and  the 
father  was  kept  under  a  complete  courfe 
of  mercury,  with  unction  and  the  blue 
mercurial  pill,  for  the  fpace  of  ten  weeks. 
The  child  got  well ;  and  although  the 
fame  parents  have  had  feveral  other  chil- 
dren fince  that  period,  all  of  them  have 
been  perfectly  found.    Some  doubt,  how- 
ever, might  ftill  have  remained  of  the  real 
nature  of  this  rafh,  but  it  happened  that 
a  very  decifive,  although  unfortunate  proof 
was  given  of  its  being  venereal.  Two 
nurfes  were  infected  by  the  fuckling  of 
this  child.    The  firlt  became  fo  much 
diftrefled  with  ulcers  upon  her  nipples, 
and  pains  in  one  of  the  mammae,  that  Ihe 
was  obliged  to  leave  the  family,  and  al- 
though warned  of  her  iituation,  and  of 
the  neceffity  of  giving  no  fuck  to  other 
children  till  the  courfe  of  mercury  which 
me  was  put  under  was  finiihed,  me  foolifh- 
ly  took  home  her  own  child,  which  me 
had  previoufly  given  out,  and  in  the  courfe 
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of  two  or  three  weeks  he  alfo  was  poxed, 
and  being  a  weakly  child,  he  foon  died, 
although  the  greater!  care  was  taken  of 
him.  The  nipples  of  the  other  nurfe  ul- 
cerated, and  {he  was  foon  thereafter  feized 
with  a  venereal  ulcer  in  the  throat,  for 
which  a  courfe  of  mercury  became  necef- 
fary.  Since  that  period,  befides  fome  in- 
stances in  which  the  difeafe  was  given  to 
children,  where  there  was  much  reafon 
to  think  that  both  parents  were  infedted, 
I  have  met  with  other  two  cafes  very  ft- 
milar  to  that  which  1  have  mentioned,  in 
which  a  mercurial  courfe  given  to  the  fa- 
ther proved  fo  completely  fuccefsful  that 
all  the  children  of  both  families  that  have 
been  born  fince  that  time  have  been  en- 
tirely healthy,  although  one  of  them  had 
previoully  loft  two  and  the  other  one  from 
their  not  having  entertained  any  -fufpi- 
cion  of  the  nature  of  the  difeafe. 

Thefe,  as  well  as  various  other  facfs 
which  I  might  adduce,  render  it  obvious 
to  me  that  Lues  Venerea  may  be,  and  fre- 
quently is,  communicated  in  the  manner 
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I  have  mentioned,  that  is,  by  the  infec- 
tion paffing  directly  from  parents  to  chil- 
dren, and  where  no  marks  of  difeafe  have 
appeared  either  upon  father  or  mother* 
Nor  would  I  have  judged  it  necefTary  to 
enter  fo  fully  into  the  fubject,  as  by  many 
the  opinion  I  am  wiftiing  to  eftablim  will 
be  admitted,  had  it  not  been  with  a  view 
to  put  the  younger  part  of  the  profeffion 
upon  their  guard,  till  by  experience  they 
are  enabled  to  judge  for  themfelves  of  the 
diiirefsful  confequences  that  would  refult 
from  the  oppoiite  doctrine  being  admit- 
ted. 

Among  other  baneful  effects  of  fyphilis, 
perhaps  none  prove  more  diftrefsful  than 
the  frequent  abortions  of  which  it  is  evi- 
dently the  caufe.  A  child  infected  in  the 
uterus  will  in  fome  inftances  not  come 
away  till  the  full  time;  but  in  a  great 
proportion  of  cafes,  abortion  takes  place 
in  the  fixth  or  feventh  month,  fometimes 
fooner,  but  mofl  frequently  about  the 
middle  of  the  feventh  month.  Of  this  I 
have  met  with  fuch  a  number  of  inftances, 

that 
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ithat  I  am  induced  to  confider  it  as  one 
<of  the  moll  frequent  caufes  of  abortion  , 
Ibut  as  the  child  is  commonly  either  bom 
.dead,  or  fo  weakly  that  it  foon  dies,  fuffi- 
icient  evidence  is  not  often  obtained  to 
Head  the  attendants  to  entertain  any  fufpi- 
(cion.  Hence  practitioners  feldom  hear  of  it 
mnlefs  the  difeafe  has  made  more  than  ufual 
[progrefs.  We  have  it  in  our  power,  how- 
ever, when  this  caufe  of  abortion  is  difco- 
wered,  to  remove  it  with  much  certainty. 
:A  well-conducted  courfe  of  mercury  feldom 
tfails.  I  have  now  met  with  a  confiderable 
mumber  of  inftances  where  abortion .  had 
iregularly  taken  place  in  the  fixth,  feventh, 
ior  eighth  month,  and  in  which,  from  there 
ibeing  no  mark  of  difeafe  either  upon  the 
ifather  or  mother,  the  real  caufe  of  it  re- 
lmained  concealed;  but  which  being  at 
Haft  difcovered,  either  by  fome  of  the  chil- 
dren being  clearly  marked  with  the  dif- 
eafe, or  from  its  breaking  out  in  an  ob- 
wious  form  on  one  or  both  of  the  parents, 
aa  mercurial  courfe  has  at  laft  been  pre- 
scribed, and  in  no  inftance  has  it  failed 

where 
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where  a  fufficient  quantity  of  the  medi- 
cine has  been  given.  In  two  inftances  it 
did  not  anfwer  fo  completely  as  in  the 
others,  but  in  both  there  was  fufficient 
evidence  of  too  littie  having  been  employ- 
ed; for  the  children  in  both  inftances 
were  kept  till  the  beginning  of  the  ninth 
month,  which  in  the  one  was  two  months, 
and  in  the  other  fix  weeks  later  than  had 
been  the  cafe  before,  and  both  the  parents 
having  in  each  of  thefe  inftances  been 
made  to  take  mercury  again,  and  in  great- 
er quantities  than  before,  no  abortion  has 
fince  taken  place,  and  each  family  has 
within  thefe  few  years  had  feveral  healthy 
children. 

At  whatever  period  children  with  this 
infection  are  born  they  are  remarkably 
weak  and  delicate.  The  mufcles  over  the 
whole  body  are  flaccid,  and  the  joints 
have  not  that  firmnefs  which  they  ought 
to  poffefs.  When  the  difeafe  is  difcover- 
ed  immediately  upon  the  birth  of  the 
child,  it  is  ufually  in  the  form  of  an  ery- 
sipelatous  efflorefcence  over  the  whole 
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body.  In  fome  inftances  the  cuticle  is 
either  altogether  or  in  part  deftroyed ; 
the  /kin  is  tender,  and  affords  a  kind  of 
matter.  In  others  the  nails  have  not 
formed  either  on  the  ringers  or  toes. 

Sometimes  again  no  mark  of  difeafe 
will  be  perceived  till  the  tenth,  twelfth, 
1  or  even  fourteenth  day  after  delivery  ; 
and  in  fjch  cafes  the   eruption  occurs 
chiefly  about  the  anus,  on  the  nates,  and 
; about  the  pudendum.    In  thefe  places  ir- 
regular blotches  arife,  of  a  light  ftrawber- 
:ry  colour,  and  fomewhat  elevated  above 
1  the  contiguous  furface.    Although  a  thin 
acrid  ferum  in  fome  inftances  oozes  from 
ithem,  if  not  prevented  by  a  timeous  ex- 
hibition of  mercury,  the  difeafe  is  apt  to 
ifpread  quickly  over  the  whole  body  ;  but 
(excepting  in  the  parts  which  I  have  men- 
ttioned,  it  ufually  appears  in  the  form  of  a 
(crufty  eruption,  which  in  fome  cafes  is 
dry,  and  falls  off  in  fmall  fcales,  while  in 
(others  it  is  kept  together  by  the  exfuda- 
ttion  of  a  vifcid  matter,  particularly  upon 
the  forehead,  eye-lids,  arms,  and  breaft. 
Vol.  II.  Ff  I 
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I  have  already  had  occafion  to  obferve, 
that  in  fupporting  a  favourite  theory  fome 
have  denied  that  the  foetus  in  utero  ever 
receives  this  difeafe  from  the  parents,  and 
afTert,  that  wherever  it  occurs  in  new- 
born children  they  muft  have  received  it 
from  the  mother  in  the  time  of  delivery. 
But  while  the  fallacy  of  this  opinion  be- 
comes obvious,  as  I  have  jufi  had  occano 
to  obferve,  from  the  foetus  being  in  many 
inrtances  perceived  directly  after  birt 
to  be  covered  with  a  venereal  effloref- 
cence,  we  alfo  find,  that  the  fyphiliti 
virus,  is  in  this  ftate,  of  a  more  dileteri 
ous  nature  than  it  ever  appears  to  be  i 
any  other  form  of  the  difeafe.  Befide 
being  more  particularly  apt  to  communi 
cate  the  infection,  it  proceeds  with  mor 
rapidity  to  deftroy  the  conftitution  ;  info 
much  that  if  mercury  be  not  employe 
immediately  on  the  difeafe  being  perceiv 
ed,  it  ufually  makes  fuch  quick  progrefl 
that  a  fatal  termination  can  fcarcely  b 
afterwards  prevented. 
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In  all  fuch  circumftances  the  child 
fhould  be  nurfed  by  the  mother ;  and  as 
mercury  is  necelfary  for  both,  they  mould 
both  be  put  immediately  under  it.  As  it 
has  been  found  that  a  difeafed  child  may 
be  cured  by  fucking  the  milk  of  a  woman 
uling  mercury,  fome  have  advifed  that 
new-born  children  mould  always  be  treat- 
ed in  this  manner.  But  I  can  fay  from 
experience  that  it  is  not  to  be  trufted. 
With  fome  it  will  no  doubt  fucceed.  In 
all  it  will  perhaps  accomplifh  a  tempora- 
ry removal  of  the  fymptoms,  but  for  the 
moft  part  they  return  again,  or  the  dif- 
eafe  breaks  out  in  fome  other  form.  At 
the  fame  time,  therefore,  that  the  mo- 
ther begins  to  take  mercury,  it  ought  to 
be  given  to  the  child,  and  it  may  be  done 
with  no  inconveniency  ;  for  even  at  this 
early  period  it  excites  lefs  diftrefs  than  it: 
ufually  does  afterwards.  The  caufe  of 
this  may  be  difficult  to  affign  ;  but  I  have 
in  various  inftances  found  that  mercury 
in  early  infancy,  is  not  fo  apt  to  excite 
either  falivation  or  violent  effects  upon 
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the  ftomach  and  bowels  as  it  afterwards 
does,  and  that  it  may  be  given  with  fafety 
in  fufficient  quantities  for  curing  the  dif- 
eafe.    Calomel  is  often  employed  for  this 
purpofe.    The  dofe  mould  be  the  fourth 
or  fifth  part  of  a  grain  three  times  a-day, 
and  when  rubbed  with  a  fmall  quantity 
of  fugar,  the  child  takes  it  ealily.  Mer- 
curius  alkalifatus  is  a  preparation  that  an- 
fwers  particularly  well  in  the  dofe  of  half 
a  grain  three  times  a-day  ;  and  I  fome- 
times  employ  the  common  blue  pill  pre- 
pared with  triturated  quickfilver.    A  pill 
containing  a  grain  of  mercury,  being  rub- 
bed into  powder,  and  divided  into  four, 
one  of  thefe  is  given  evening  and  morning. 
Any  of  thefe  being  continued  for  the 
fpace  of  a  month,  will,  in  mod  inftances, 
remove  every  appearance  of  the  difeafe  ; 
but  a  complete  cure  will  not  be  obtained 
if  the  ufe  of  the  medicine  be  not  conti- 
nued for  a  conhderable  time  thereafter. 
When  the  child  is  healthy,  and  not  of  a 
delicate  form,  this  mould  be  done  with- 
out interruption,  otherwife  it  may  be  laid 
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afide  occafionally  for  eight  or  ten  days 
together ;  but  upon  the  whole,  it  mould 
be  given  for  the  fpace  of  fifteen  or  fixteen 
weeks,  and  never  left  off  fo  long  at  once 
as  to  allow  the  effects  of  the  mercury  up- 
on the  fyftem  to  difappear  entirely  at  any 
one  time. 

When  a  child  in  this  fituation  cannot 
be  fuckled  by  its  mother,  either  from  her 
want  of  milk  or  any  other  caufe,  what  are 
we  to  do  ?  Another  nurfe  is  commonly 
procured ;  but  this  refource  mould  never  be 
advifed,  for  it  feldom  fails  of  giving  the 
difeafe  in  the  molt  virulent  form  to  who- 
ever is  fo  unfortunate  as  to  be  employed 
for  this  purpofe.  All  fuch  children  Ihould 
be  nourifhed  and  brought  up  on  fpoon 
meat,  nor  mould  the  reftriclion  be  confin- 
ed to  the  firfl  weeks  of  infancy  only.  No 
child  infe&ed  in  this  manner  fhould  be 
put  to  the  breafl;  of  a  found  nurfe  till  a 
courfe  of  mercury  has  been  continued  for 
three  months  at  leaf!  after  every  external 
mark  of  the  difeafe  is  gone.  In  one  in- 
ftance,  where  a  child  in  this  fituation  had 
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for  feven  weeks  been  nurfed  by  the  mo- 
ther, and  where  mercury  had  been  re- 
gularly given  for  three  weeks  after  every 
external  mark  of  the  difeafe  had  difap- 
peared,  two  nurfes  were  infected,  who 
were  fucceilively  employed  to  fuckle  the 
child,  during  a  temporary  fever  with 
which  the  mother  was  attacked.  And  in 
another  the  difeafe  was  given  in  the  fame 
manner  where  the  child  was  three  months 
old,  and  where  every  fymptom  of  fyphilis 
had  difappeared  upwards  of  eight  weeks. 
Hence  I  conclude,  that  much  attention  is 
required,  for  preventing  fimilar  occur- 
rences, and  that  nothing  will  anfwer  the 
purpofe  but  a  regular  and  long  continued 
ufe  of  mercury. 

In  addition  to  what  I  have  faid  on  the 
fubject  of  fyphilis  producing  abortion,  I 
may  obferve,  that  when  a  woman  has  fuf- 
fered  one  or  more  abortions,  and  has  rea- 
fon  to  think  that  they  proceed  from  a  ve- 
nereal infection,  fhe,  as  well  as  her  huf- 
band,  mould  immediately  be  put  under 
mercury.    It  is  a  prevailing  opinion  that 
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mercury  is  apt  to  caufe  abortion,  and  it  is 
therefore  feldom  given  during  pregnancy. 
Much  experience,  however,  has  convinced 
me  that  this  opinion  is  ill-founded ;  when 
managed  with  caution,  that  it  may  be  giv- 
en in  fufficient  quantities  at  every  period 
of  pregnancy,  for  curing  every  fymptom 
of  fyphilis \  and  without  doing  the  leaft 
injury  either  to  the  mother  or  child.  We 
would  not  indeed  from  choice  give  mer- 
cury during  pregnancy  ;  but  when  a  wo- 
man in  this  fituation  is  evidently  poxed, 
or  when  there  is  good  reafon  to  think  that 
fhe  is  fo,  I  would  not  hefitate  to  advife  a 
courfe  of  it.  In  different  inftances  I  have 
done  fo,  and  always  with  advantage. 
Where  obvious  fymptoms  of  Lues  Vene- 
rea break  out  during  pregnancy,  fcarcely 
any  will  doubt  of  the  neceflity  of  the  mea- 
fure ;  but  fome  explanation  may  be  requir- 
ed for  advifing  it,  where  there  is  only 
ground  for  fufpicion. 

In  illuftration  of  the  propriety  of  this, 
the  following,  among  feveral  cafes,  may 
be  recited,  Five  years  ago  I  vifited  a  lady 
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in  the  fourth  month  of  pregnancy,  on  ac- 
count of  a  fimple  fracture  of  the  os  hu- 
meri.    The   patient   being  young  and 
healthy  I  prognosticated  a  fpeedy  cure, 
She  had  been  married  four  years,  and  had 
furTered  two  abortions,  one  in  the  fixth, 
the  other  in  the  feventh  month,  and  her 
friends  were  anxious  left  this  accident 
fhould  produce  the  lofs  of  another  child. 
This  induced  me  to  inquire  into  the  cir- 
cumftances  attending  the  previous  abor- 
tions, when  I  found  that  both  children 
were  born  dead,  and  entirely  deftitute  of 
nails  and  cuticle.    No  obvious  fymptom 
of  fyphilis,  had  appeared  upon  the  pa- 
rents, but  the  hufband  had  occafionally 
been  attacked  with  a  dry  fcaly  eruption 
upon  the  breaft  and  moulders.    I  alfo 
difcovered  that  he  laboured  under  the  ve- 
nereal difeafe  a  few  months  before  mar- 
riage ;  and  it  did  not  appear  to  me  that 
he  had  taken  mercury  either  with  the  re- 
gularity or  to  the  extent  neceflary  for  re- 
moving the  fymptoms  which  took  place. 
This  led  me  at  once  to  fay  that  both  he 
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and  his  wife  fhould  immediately  undergo 
a  complete  courfe  of  mercury.    To  this 
they  iubmitted,  and  in  lefs  than  a  year 
from  the  commencement  of  the  courfe, 
the  later  was  delivered  of  a  healthy  child. 
'Now  here  was  only  ground  for  fufpicion ; 
Ibut  the  event  gave  caufe  to  imagine  that 
iif  this  kind  of  proof  was  to  be  fet  afide, 
nvhere  direct  evidence  cannot  be  procu- 
red, and  which  often  happens  in  cafes  of 
tthis  defcription,  parents  would  often  be 
iirrcparably  injured,  and  many  children 
lloft,  which  otherwife  might  be  faved. 

During  pregnancy  mercury  mould  in 
tevery  inftance  be  ufed  in  the  form  of  unc- 
ition,  as  we  thereby  with  mod  certainty 
[prevent  the  ftomach  and  bowels  from  be- 
hng  injured,  and  thus  avoid  the  hazard  of 
;ubortion,  as  the  effect  of  irritation  upon 
uhefe  parts. 

Nothing  indeed  more  readily  excites 
abortion  than  purgatives,  when  fevere  rn 
rheir  operation,  or  when  they  even  only 
Droduce  any  confiderable  degree  of  te- 
nefmus ;  and  as  the  internal  exhibition 
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of  mercury  is  frequently  the  caufe  of 
this,  it  cannot  but  with  much  hazard  be 
given  in  any  confiderable  quantity  during 
pregnancy. 


SECTION  VII. 

Of  fome  Peculiarities  of  form  under  which 
Lues  Venerea  has  appeared  in  Scotland 
and  Canada, 

IHave  already  remarked  that  Lues 
Venerea  has  appeared  with  fome  pe- 
culiarities both  in  Scotland  and  Canada. 
By  the  accounts  received  of  it  from  Ca- 
nada, it  feems  to  have  appeared  in  that 
country  in  the  fame  manner,  and  under  the 
fame  form,  as  it  had  a  confiderable  time 
before  done  in  Scotland  ;  and  as  few  have 
had  more  opportunities  of  feeing  it  here 
than  has  fallen  to  my  mare,  I  mean  to 

give 
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give  a  ftiort  defcription  of  the  appearances 
which  it  exhibits,  and  to  mention  the  me- 
thod of  cure  which  hitherto  has  proved 
moft  effectual. 

In  the  Highlands  of  Scotland  this  dif- 
eafe  is  ufually  termed  Sivvens  or  Sibbens  : 
In  Dumfrieslhire  and  Galloway,  it  is  com- 
monly called  the  Yaws,  from  a  refem- 
blance  which  it  is  fuppofed  to  bear  to  the 
African  and  Weft  Indian  difeafe  of  that 
name ;  but  over  the  whole  kingdom  it  is 
known  to  be  the  venereal  difeafe.  That 
it  is  fo,  is  certain  from  thofe  afflicted  with 
it,  in  every  diftrict  where  it  has  yet  ap- 
peared, having  been  able  to  trace  it  to  an 
origin  that  left  no  room  to  doubt  of  it,  as 
well  as  from  the  fymptoms  which  arife  in 
it  bearing  an  exact  refemblance  to  thofe 
of  the  later  ftages  of  Lues  Venerea,  in  the 
ordinary  form  of  the  difeafe,  and  from 
mercury  being  the  only  remedy  upon 
which  we  can  place  dependence  for  a  ra- 
dical cure. 

It  never  appears,  as  I  have  elfewhere 
had  occafion  to  obferve,  in  the  form  of. 

Gonorrhoea, 


444  Qf  Lues  Venerea  in       Ch.  IV. 

Gonorrhoea,  nor  feldom  at  firft  in  any 
form  whatever  upon  the  genitals,  owing 
to  the  manner  in  which  it  is  moft  fre- 
quently communicated.  The  infection  be- 
ing for  the  moft  part  received  by  eating 
or  drinking  out  of  the  fame  utenfils  with 
thofe  labouring  under  the  difeafe,  it  often 
appears  at  firft  in  the  throat  or  fome  part 
of  the  mouth.    In  the  mouth  the  fores 
have  the  ufual  appearances  of  venereal 
ulcers.    This  is  likewife  the  cafe  in  the 
throat  when  the  difeafe  has  been  of  fome 
duration  ;  but  at  firft,  and  often  for  the 
fpace  of  feveral  weeks,  although  the  pa- 
tient complains  of  a  good  deal  of  unea- 
iinefs  in  fwallowing,  and  of  a  conftant 
hoarfenefs,  there  is  nothing  perceived  up- 
on infpection  but  a  degree  of  tendernefs, 
accompanied  with  an  eryflpelatous  rcdnefs 
of  the  amygdalae,  uvula,  and  velum  pen- 
dulum palati.  If  not  prevented,  however, 
by  the  ufe  of  mercury,  ulcers  at  laft  form 
upon  thefe  parts,  and  commonly  fpread 
more  quickly  than  venereal  ulcers  ufually 
do  in  other  parts  of  the  body  ;  infomuch 
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that  the  uvula  and  amygdalae  will  fome- 
times  be  entirely  deftroyed  in  the  courfe 
of  a  few  days,  and  a  degree  of  hoarfenefs 
and  lofs  of  voice  produced,  from  which 
the  patient  never  afterwards  recovers. 

It  is  particularly  apt  to  arTecl  the  inter- 
nal parts  of  the  nofe  \  and  when  the  fores 
penetrate  to  the  ofla  fpongiofa  thefe  foon 
become  carious,  and  come  away  in  fmall 
pieces  along  with  the  matter,  which  is  al- 
ways extremely  fcetid.  When  not  pre- 
vented by  mercury,  the  ulcers  fpread  to 
the  hard  bones  of  the  nofe,  and  from  thefe 
to  the  bones  of  the  cheeks.  In  this  man- 
ner the  whole  face  becomes  ulcerated,  for 
when  thefe  bones  are  affected  the  conti- 
guous foft  parts  likewife  become  foon  dif- 
eafed.  It  is  not  uncommon  for  thefe  ul- 
cers to  attack  the  eye-lids. 

When  the  infection  is  not  received  by 
the  mouth  the  difeafe  appears  in  various 
forms  in  different  parts  of  the  furface  of 
the  body.  When  the  virus  has  entered 
the  fyftem  the  parts  upon  which  it  firft 
commonly  breaks  out  are  the  genitals,  the 

parts 
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parts  contiguous  to  the  anus,  the  anterior 
parts  of  the  thighs  and  legs,  the  under 
part  of  the  abdomen,  the  breaft,  arms, 
fingers,  and  toes,  and  hairy  fcalp.  It  does 
not  fo  readily  fix  upon  the  fiefhy  parts  of 
the  legs  or  thighs,  or  on  the  back.  In 
fome  the  parts  become  covered  with  an  in- 
finite number  of  fmall  puflules,  and  thefe 
being  itchy,  the  difeafe  is  at  firft  often 
miftaken  for  itch.  This  the  more  readi- 
ly happens  from  its  prevailing  almoft  en- 
tirely among  the  common  people,  who, 
from  want  of  cleanlinefs,  frequently  la- 
bour under  itch ;  and  fo  much  is  fibbens 
confined  to  this  fet  of  people,  that,  except- 
ing children,  who  are  more  particularly 
expofed  to  receive  infection  from  fer- 
vants,  thofe  in  the  higher  ranks  of  life 
are  fcarcely  ever  attacked  with  it,  at  leafl 
few  inftances  of  their  being  fo  have  fallen 
within  my  obfervation. 

This  eruption,  however,  foon  afiumes 
appearances  which  fufficieatly  diftinguifh 
it  from  itch.  The  fkin  upon  which  it  is 
feated  becomes  thickened,  and  fomewhat 
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elevated,  and  acquires  the  characteristic 
mark  of  venereal  blotches,  a  peculiar  cop- 
per-coloured appearance. 

The  late  Dr  Gilchrift  of  Dumfries,  in 
a  paper  upon  this  fubjecl:,  in  the  Physical 
and  Literary  Eflays  of  Edinburgh,  re- 
marks, "  That  thefe  feabby  eruptions  are 
often  met  with  on  the  fcalp,  forehead,  in- 
lide  of  the  thighs,  groins,  and  parts  con- 
tiguous. Inflammation  and  excrefcences 
about  the  fundament  are  frequent ;  and  it 
fometimes  appears  in  the  form  of  a  herpes 
exedens,  healing  in  one  part  and  breaking 
out  in  another." 

Some  have  fmall  tubercles,  or  hard  ele- 
vated knots  upon  the  face,  arms,  and 
breaft,  fomewhat  refembling  fmall-pox  at 
the  height,  but  of  a  red  or  copper-colour, 
and  accompanied  with  a  painful  degree  of 
heat.  If  mercury  is  given  early  thefe  tu- 
mours gradually  fublide,  otherwife  they 
become  large,  and  difcharge  a  foetid  vif- 
cid  matter,  which  forms  into  cruris  or 
flakes,  and,  on  their  falling  off,  the  parts 
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beneath  are  red,  tender,  and  in  fome  cafes 
in  a  ftate  of  ulceration. 

Inftead  of  this  eruption,  fome  are  at- 
tacked with  fmall  inflammatory  boils, 
which  do  not  readily  fuppurate,  but  re- 
main for  a  confiderable  time  hard,  and  of 
a  copper-colour,  and  at  laft  difcharge  a 
thin  bloody  ichor.  Thefe  at  fir  ft  refera- 
ble the  common  anthrax  or  carbuncle,  but 
foon  after  burfting  they  afliime  all  the  ap- 
pearances of  the  true  venereal  ulcer. 

But  the  moft  characteristic  fymptom  of 
this  variety  of  fyphilis  is  a  foft  fpongy 
excrefcence,  in  fize  and  colour  refembling 
a  common  rafp,  which  is  apt  to  appear  on 
all  fuch  parts  as  either  become  ulcerated, 
or  that  are  attacked  with  any  kind  of 
eruption  \  livven  or  iibben  being  in  many 
parts  of  the  Highlands  the  name  of  a  wild 
rafp,  and  this  being  a  very  frequent  fymp- 
tom of  the  difeafe,  is  the  caufe  of  its  be- 
ing diftinguimed  by  this  appellation.  In 
fome  inftances  this  fpongy  nib  fiance  rifes 
to  a  confiderable  height,  nor  can  it  be 
kept  down  by  any  of  the  common  efcha- 
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rotics ;  for  although  entirely  removed,  if 
the  virus  of  the  difeafe  be  not  eradicated 
by  the  ufe  of  a  full  courfe  of  mercury,  it 
foon  returns  to  a  greater  extent  than  be- 
fore 5  but  as  mercury  is  commonly  given 
as  foon  as  this  fymptom  becomes  evident- 
ly marked,  the  excrefcence  is  feldom  fo 
much  elevated  as  it  otherwife  would  be. 

Thefe  fungous  productions  are  occa- 
fionally  met  with  in  every  part  of  the  bo- 
dy ;  but  particularly  on  fuch  parts  as  have 
become  tender,  whether  from  previous 
eruption,  or  from  the  cuticle  having  fe- 
parated  and  come  off  from  the  fkin  be- 
neath $  a  circumftance  which  fometimes 
takes  place  in  this  difeafe,  and  when  to  any 
confiderable  extent,  always  with  much  in- 
convenience and  diftrefs. 

In  the  treatife  which  I  have  mentioned, 
Dr  Gilchrift  obferves,  that  this  difeafe 
does  not  attack  the  large  and  folid  bones, 
and  very  rarely  any  of  the  others.  I  have, 
however,  feen  feveral  inftances  of  the  con- 
trary, in  which  both  the  bones  of  the  legs 
and  arms  have  become  difeafed  $  and  it  is 
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by  no  means  uncommon  to  find  it  fix  up- 
on the  bones  of  the  head.  I  have  feen  it 
indeed  in  every  part  of  the  body,  and  in 
every  form  under  which  Lues  Venerea 
ufually  appears,  except  in  chancres  upon 
the  genitals.  I  have  feen  it  produce  fores 
refembling  chancres  upon  the  lips,  and  on 
the  nipples  of  nurfes ;  and  where  an  in- 
fection has  been  of  long  duration,  I  have 
known  ulcers  form  upon  the  penis ;  but  I 
have  not  known  an  inftance  of  its  produ- 
cing chancres,  either  in  men  or  women, 
from  coition ;  owing,  I  imagine,  to  all 
who  are  attacked  with  ulcers  upon  thefe 
parts  from  this  caufe  avoiding  venereal 
intercourfes,  which  they  very  univerfally 
do  till  a  cure  is  obtained  by  a  courfe  of 
mercury  ;  but  although  fibbens  is  not  ufu- 
ally met  with  in  the  form  of  chancres  up- 
on the  penis,  this,  as  well  as  other  parts 
of  the  genitals,  are  particularly  apt  to 
be  attacked  with  ulcers  arifing  from  the 
virus  having  entered  the  conftitution. 
In  different  inftances  I  have  known  the 
whole  penis  and  fcrotum  deftroyed  with 
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it,  but  this  has  commonly  happened  from 
the  patient  having  neglected  too  long  to 
call  for  medical  affiftance,  or  from  mer^ 
cury  being  given  in  too  fmall  quantities. 

Thefe  ulcers,  like  the  ufual  form  of  ve- 
nereal fores  proceeding  from  the  confti- 
tutional  form  of  the  difeafe,  do  not  com- 
monly produce  buboes.  This,  however, 
is  not  univerfal ;  for  buboes  fometimes 
take  place  in  fibbens,  not  only  from  the 
primary  ulcers  of  the  difeafe,  as  I  have  in 
more  than  one  inftance  perceived  in  the 
arm-pit,  from  fores  produced  upon  the 
nipple  in  nurling  an  infected  child,  but 
alfo  from  thofe  which  appear  upon  the 
penis  and  other  parts  of  the  genitals,  from 
the  virus  having  entered  the  fyftem?;  and 
the  apperance  of  buboes  produced  by  fib- 
bens, whether  in  their  fwelled  or  ulcerat- 
ed ftates,  is  in  every  refpect  the  fame 
with  that  of  the  ordinary  form  of  vene- 
real bubo. 

Syphilis,  in  whatever  way  the  infection 
is  communicated,  is  readily  tranfmitted, 
as  we  have  already  had  occafion  to  fee, 
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from  parents  to  the  foetus  in  utero,  and  it 
is  particularly  apt  to  happen  in  fibbens. 
Sibbens  therefore  proves  a  frequent  caufe 
of  abortions,  although  in  fome  inftances 
children  are  born  with  it  at  the  full  time, 
and  in  a  few  it  breaks  out  in  the  courfe  of 
the  firft  month  after  delivery. 

In  the  treatment  of  fibbens,  as  of  every 
variety  of  Lues  Venerea,  mercury  is  the 
only  remedy  upon  which  we  can  place  de- 
pendence.    Sarfaparilla,  guaiacum,  and 
mezereon,  have  occafionally  proved  ufe- 
ful,  but  we  truft  to  mercury  alone  for  a 
radical  cure.     The  obfervations  that  I 
have  already  had  occalion  to  offer  on  the 
ufe  of  mercury,  apply  with  equal  proprie- 
ty to  the  treatment  of  every  fymptom  of 
fibbens.     It  is  therefore  urmecefTary  to 
confider  the  fubjec"t  farther  at  prefent ;  but 
while  we  refer  for  this  purpofe  to  diffe- 
rent parts  of  the  preceding  fe&ions,  I 
think  it  right  to  obferve,  that  a  greater 
quantity  of  mercury  is  in  mofl  inftances 
required  for  the  cure  of  fibbens  than  we 
ufually  find  to  be  necefTary  in  the  ordi- 
nary 
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nary  form  of  the  difeafe.  Relief  is  ob- 
tained with  perhaps  equal  eafe,  and  a  ftop 
may  be  put  to  the  farther  progrefs  of  the 
difeafe  by  the  fame  quantity  that  we  em- 
ploy for  the  common  fymptoms  of  pox, 
but  rlbbens  is  more  apt  to  return  if  the 
medicine  be  not  given  in  larger  quantities, 
and  continued  for  a  confiderable  time  af- 
ter every  appearance  of  infection  is  remo- 
ved. When  the  difeafe  has  been  of  long 
duration,  mercury  mould  be  continued  for 
feven  or  eight  weeks  after  every  fymptom 
has  difappeared. 

A  practitioner  of  experience  and  obfer- 
vation,  who  had  many  opportunities  of 
feeing  every  fymptom  of  fibbens,  inform- 
ed me  that  mercurius  fublimatus  corrofi- 
vus  frequently  proves  fuccefsful  in  the 
cure  of  the  more  inveterate  fymptoms  of 
the  difeafe,  when  the  milder  preparations 
of  mercury  fail.  He  gave  it  in  the  form 
of  drops.  Sixteen  grains  were  diflblved 
in  an  ounce  of  water,  with  the  addition  of 
eight  grains  of  crude  fal  ammoniac,  and 
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of  this  ten  drops  were  given  three  or  four 
times  a-day. 

When  ulcers  in  the  throat  and  other 
parts  do  not  readily  yield  to  the  ufe  of 
mercury,  I  employ  cauftic  and  efcharotics, 
and  they  prove  equally  ufeful  here  as  in 
every  variety  of  fore  proceeding  from 
Lues  Venerea.  In  various  inftances  they 
have  been  rendered  clean,  and  brought 
into  a  healing  condition  by  fumigating 
with  cinnabar,  when  they  had  previoufly 
refifted  every  other  remedy. 

The  public,  however,  are  equally  inte- 
refted  in  the  prevention  of  this  difeafe  as 
in  the  cure  of  it,  particularly  in  thofe 
diftricts  where  it  has  long  prevailed  ;  and 
with  proper  attention  there  is  much  rea- 
fon  to  fuppofe  that  it  might  foon  be  era- 
dicated. In  fome  parts  of  Scotland  this 
has  already  indeed  been  accompliflied ;  and 
the  means  by  which  it  has  been  done  are 
Ample,  and  eafily  practifed.  They  confift 
entirely  in  a  due  attention  to  cleanlinefs, 
and  in  preventing  nurfes  and  other  fer- 
yants  from  being  employed  where  there 

is 
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is  the  leaft  reafon  to  imagine  that  they 
are  infected.  In  the  choice  of  a  nurfe 
this  is  a  point  of  the  utmoft  importance ; 
for  in  fibbens,  as  in  every  form  of  fyphi- 
Hs,  I  have  had  many  proofs  of  the  difeafe 
being  communicated  by  the  milk  alone, 
and  as  this  is  almoft  the  only  way  by 
which  it  has  found  accefs  to  families  of 
rank,  they  are  particularly  interefted  in 
preventing  it. 

The  chief  difficulty  that  we  meet  with 
in  the  prevention  of  this  difeafe  proceeds 
from  thofe  who  ought  moft  anxioufly  to 
wifh  for  it.  The  infected  are  fo  much 
afraid  of  a  difcovery  being  to  injure  their 
reputation,  that  they  do  all  in  their  power 
to  conceal  it,  by  which  they  do  not  take 
mercury  in  that  complete  manner  which 
alone  could  render  them  fafe.  I  know, 
however,  that  this  anxiety  for  conceal- 
ment may  be  removed,  and,  with  proper 
attention,  that  thofe  poor  people  who  other- 
wife  would  fall  victims  to  the  baneful  ef- 
fects of  the  difeafe,  may  be  eafily  induced 
to  apply  for  medical  afliftance.  •  The  cler- 
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gy  have  this  fo  much  in  their  power,  that 
through  their  interference  the  fihbens 
might  foon  be  eradicated.-  In  one  parifti 
this  was  actually  done.  The  difeafe  had 
fpread  to  fuch  an  alarming  height  than 
more  than  three-fourths  of  the  inhabi- 
tants were  infected,  and  many  of  the  more 
delicate,  particularly  young  children  and 
females,  died  under  it.  This  had  gone 
on  for  a  great  number  of  years,  when  by 
the  exertions  of  the  clergyman  of  the  pa- 
jrifh  it  was  entirely  removed  in  the  courfe 
of  a  ihort  time.  He  went  perfonally  to 
every  individual  of  his  parifh  and  convin- 
ced them  of  the  propriety  of  applying  for 
medical  afliltance  immediately  on  the  dif- 
eafe breaking  out,  which  they  agreed  to 
the  more  readily  from  their  being  fenfible 
that  all  of  them  had  got  the  difeafe  in 
the  moft  innocent  manner.  In  this  way 
it  was  foon  carried  off,  and  by  due  atten- 
tion to  cleanlinefs,  and  avoiding  all  kind  of 
intercourfe  with  thofe  who  they  fufpected 
to  labour  under  it,  the  difeafe  has  now  for 
a  considerable  time  been  entirely  fubdued. 

This 
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This  has  in  fome  degree  indeed  been  the 
cafe  in  every  diftrict  of  Scotland  where 
nbbens  ever  prevailed.  In  fome  fituations 
it  has  been  nearly  eradicated,  and  in  none 
is  it  now  fo  frequent  as  it  was  fome  years 
ago.  There  is  much  caufe  therefore  to 
hope  that  by  the  fuperior  attention  to 
cleanlinefs,  which  of  late  years  has  pre- 
vailed among  our  common  people,  it  will 
foon  become  every  where  unknown. 

All  that  I  have  hitherto  faid  on  the  fub- 
jecl  of  hbbens  was  written  fome  years  ago, 
when  the  firft  edition  of  this  book  was 
publimed  :  Since  that  period  I  have  found 
that  the  difeafe  is  now  very  rarely  met 
with  in  any  of  the  fouth  diftricls  of  Scot- 
land, and  even  in  the  Highlands  that  it 
daily  becomes  lefs  frequent. 

If  the  difeafe  as  it  prevails  in  Canada  is 
the  fame  with  the  nbbens  of  Scotland, 
and  from  all  that  I  have  heard  of  it  there 
is  no  caufe  to  doubt  of  its  being,  fo,  the 
fame  method  of  cure  will  prove  efle&ual, 
and  the  fame  means  of  prevention  muft 
be  obfervecj. 

SEC- 
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SECTION  VIII. 

Of  ProphylaBics  in  Lues  Venerea. 

TO  prevent  infection  is  an  object  of  the 
firft  importance  in  every  difeafe ;  but 
there  is  none  in  which  our  endeavours 
have  proved  lefs  fuccefsful  than  in  this. 
As  the  pleafures  and  fafety  of  mankind 
are  both  interefted,  Prophylactics  in  Lues 
Venerea  have  long  been  an  object  of  atten- 
tion; but  hitherto,  notwithftanding  all 
the  boafted  fpecifics  with  which  every 
kingdom  of  Europe  abounds,  nothing  has 
been  difcovered  upon  which  we  can  with 
certainty  depend. 

At  firft  view  one  would  not  doubt  of 
ablution  alone  being  fufficient  for  prevent- 
ing infection.    As  the  parts  to  which  the 
matter  of  infection  is  applied  are  al- 
together 
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together  external,  and  as  a  confiderable 
length  of  time  commonly  paries  over 
before  any  effects  are  produced  by  it,  we 
might  with  confidence  expect  that  bathing 
the  parts  in  warm  water,  or  any  other  li- 
quid, could  fcarcely  fail  to  remove  the 
matter  of  contagion.  This,  however,  is 
not  the  cafe;  for  although  fome  advan- 
tage may  occafionally  be  derived  from 
careful  ablution,  we  have  daily  proofs  of 
its  failure  even  when  practifed  with  all 
manner  of  attention. 

This  muft  probably  arife  from  the  vi- 
rus being  either  exceedingly  fubtile,  or  fo 
very  adhefive  that  it  cannot  be  feparated 
from  parts  to  which  it  has  found  accefs,  by 
any  means  that  have  as  yet  been  employ- 
ed. In  this  view,  therefore,  two  objects 
occur  for  our  confideration.  Any  appli- 
cation to  be  employed  mould  not  only  be 
of  a  penetrating  fubtile  nature,  but  capable 
of  deftroying  that  connection  by  which 
the  virus  is  thus  made  to  adhere  to  the 
parts  to  which  it  is  applied.  I  alfo  think 
that  fome  advantage  may  be  derived  from 
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combining  mercury  with  whatever  is  beft 
adapted  to  thefe  purpofes.  By  acting  as 
an  antidote  it  may  ferve  to  deftroy  fuch 
parts  of  the  venereal  poifon  as  the  others 
may  not  be  able  to  remove. 

Crude  mercury,  triturated  with  honey 
or  with  turpentine,  and  mixed  with  a  fuf- 
ficient  quantity  of  water,  has  been  ufed 
as  a  wafh  for  this  ?purpofe ;  but  the  moft 
convenient  form  of  ufing  mercury  in  this 
way  is  in  a  watery  folution  of  corrofive 
fublimate.  It  may  be  ufed  of  various  de- 
grees of  ftrength,  from  the  quantity  of  one 
grain  to  three  grains  of  mercury  in  the 
ounce  of  water.  More  than  this  proves 
irritating  and  corrofive. 

As  it  is,  probable  that  the  virus  proves 
more  adhelive  than  it  otherwife  would  be 
by  combining  with  the  mucus  of  the  parts 
to  which  it  is  applied,  all  fuch  articles  as 
prove  folvents  of  mucus,  or  that  particu- 
larly deftroy  its  tenacity,  may  with  pro- 
priety be  employed  in  the  compofition  of 
an  antifyphilitic  warn.  Upon  this  prin- 
ciple 
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ciple  lime-water  may  be  ufed  with  advan- 
tage ;  alfo  the  cauftic  fixed  alkali,  and  even 
the  cauftic  volatile  alkali  fo  diluted  with 
water  as  to  admit  of  their  being  applied 
with  fafety. 

No  harm  can  enfue  from  the  external 
ufe  of  any  of  thefe  articles  in  the  form  of 
a  wafh,  and  more  advantage,  I  have  reafon 
to  think,  may  be  derived  from  them  than 
is  commonly  obtained  from  the  ufe  of 
thofe  fecret  fpeciiics  which  the  intereft  of 
individuals  and  the  credulity  of  our  young 
people  have  occasionally  brought  into  no- 
tice.   I  think  it  right,  however,  again  to 
remark,  that  none  of  them  can  with  cer- 
tainty be  relied  on,  and  that  in  no  in- 
ftance  ought  any  of  them  to  be  injected 
into  the  urethra,  [as  preventatives  of  Go- 
norrhoea.   When  the  difeafe  has  actually 
taken  place,  they  may,  when  much  dilut- 
ed, be  ufed  with  freedom ;  but  they  can- 
not be  thrown  into  the  urethra  but  with 
much  ri(k  of  inducing  inflammation  when 
of  fuch  a  ftrength  as  can  have  any  influ- 
ence 
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ence  in  diflodging  the  virus,  by  diflblving 
or  deftroying  the  mucus  with  which  it  is 
combined.  Whether  thefe  fpecifics  of  iti- 
nerants, to  which  I  allude,  have  any  of  the 
articles  that  I  have  mentioned  for  their 
bafis  or  not  I  cannot  determine,  but  when 
ufed  as  injections  they  often  do  much  harm 
by  exciting  pain,  and  mch  a  conftant  in- 
clination to  pafs  urine  as  proves  exceed- 
ingly  diftrefsful. 


SEC- 
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SECTION  IX. 


Of  Lues  Venerea  as  inducing  other  Difeafes. 

AS  the  virus  of  fyphilis  is  often  diffi- 
cult to  eradicate,  and  the  difeafe  be- 
ing frequently  known  to  break  out  again 
long  after  a  cure  has  been  fuppofed  to  be 
accomplifhed,  the  fears  of  patients  have 
induced  them  to  fufpect  that  it  cannot 
with  any  certainty  be  removed  after  hav- 
ing appeared  as  a  general  difeafe  of  the 
fyftem,  and  even  to  conlider  it  as  the 
caufe  of  many  other  difeafes. 

Even  practitioners  have  been  divided 
in  their  opinions  upon  this.  The  refult  of 
my  obfervation  has  already  been  given, 
on  the  power  of  mercury  in  curing  the 
difeafe.  In  fection  fourth  of  this  chap- 
ter I  have  endeavoured  to  mow,  that 

where 
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where  failures  have  happened,  they  mult 
in  a  great  meafure  have  arifen,  either  from 
the  mifconducl:  of  patients  when  under 
mercury,  or  from  too  fmall  a  quantity  of 
the  remedy  being  given.  But  while  I  am 
clearly  of  this  opinion,  1  at  the  fame 
time  think,  that  Lues  Venerea  is  often  the 
caufe  of  other  difeafes,  which  frequently 
prove  fatal  from  want  of  a  proper  appli- 
cation of  mercury,  by  which  a  cure  of  all 
of  them  might  in  a  great  proportion  of 
cafes  be  obtained.  . 

In  the  preceding  parts  of  this  work  a 
defcription  is  given  of  all  the  ordinary 
fymptoms  of  Lues  Venerea,  and  of  the 
method  of  treatment  appropriated  to  each  \ 
but  if  the  opinion  which  I  am  now  endea- 
vouring to  fupport  is  well  founded,  this 
difeafe,  it  is  evident,  mull  occalionally  ap- 
pear under  other  forms. 

I  have  already  had  occafion  to  obferve, 
that  Lues  Venerea,  when  not  interrupted 
in  its  courfe  by  the  ufe  of  mercury,  ufually 
makes  a  certain  progrefs,  and  that  the 
fymptoms  make  their  appearance  with 

fome 
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fome  regularity  :  But  when  mercury  is 
employed,  and  not  given  in  quantities 
fufficient  for  eradicating  the  virus,  al- 
though all  the  fymptoms  may  thereby  be 
fufpended,  the  difeafe  will  certainly  ap- 
pear either  in  the  fame  or  fome  other 
form  at  fome  future  period.  In  this  cafe 
it  generally  mows  itfelf  by  one  or  other 
of  the  fymptoms  that  have  been  defcrib- 
ed,  but  occasionally  we  meet  with  it  un- 
der a  variety  of  other  appearances  ;  the 
virus,  inftead  of  producing  the  ordinary 
fymptoms  of  Lues  Venerea,  tending  ra- 
ther to  induce  other  difeafes. 

This  I  know  is  denied  by  many,  who 
allege  that  fyphilis  is  never  productive  of 
other  difeafes ;  but  I  have  met  with  it  in 
fuch  a  number  of  inftances,  and  thefe  fo 
evidently  marked,  that  I  confider  the  fact 
as  certain.  The  virus  of  fyphilis  will  not 
produce  any  difeafe  that  depends  upon  a 
fpecific  contagion,  fuch  as  fmall-pox, 
meafles,  itch,  and  fome  others,  but  I  have 
much  reafon  to  think  that  a  great  variety 
of  other  difeafes  are  induced  by  it.  It  may 
Vol.  II.  H  h  be 
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be  afked  in  what  manner  can  fyphilis  adl 
in  producing  other  difeafes,  and  what 
evidence  can  be  given  of  its  ever  having 
done  fo  ?  In  anfwer  to  this  I  may  obferve, 
that  it  is  often  difficult,  and  fometimes 
impoffible,  to  explain  the  action  of  caufes 
in  producing  difeafes.  We  may  eafily, 
however,  fuppofe,  where  the  virus  of 
fyphilis  exifts  in  the  fyftem,  but  not  in 
fufhcient  force  to  mew  itfelf  by  the  ufual 
and  more  obvious  fymptoms  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  that  it  may,  however,  in  various  in- 
flances  be  capable  of  exciting  a  great  deal 
of  derangement,  and  even  many  difeafes 
which  otherwife  might  not  have  taken 
place,  and  that  it  will  more  efpecially  be 
apt  to  produce  thofe  difeafes  to  which  the 
conftitution  is  predifpofed,  or  thofe  to 
which  the  patient  is  rendered  liable  by 
expofure  to  particular  occaflonal  caufes. 
If  the  virus  can  exift  in  the  fyftem  for  a 
confiderable  length  of  time  without  mew- 
ing any  external  mark  of  difeafe,  and  of 
this  few  I  believe  will  doubt,  it  is  difficult 
tq  conceive  that  it  mould  not  produce  both 
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general  derangement  and  particular  or- 
ganic affections  ;  and,  accordingly,  I  be- 
lieve that  it  more  frequently  does  fo  than 
we  are  ufually  led  to  imagine.    The  evi- 
dence which  I  could  give  of  this  would  be 
exceedingly  ample,  as  I  could  relate  a  very 
extenfive  collection  of  cafes  in  a  great  va- 
riety of  difeafes  in  which  it  actually  hap- 
pened ;  but  the  extent  of  this  publication 
renders  it  neceflary  to  confine  the  proofs 
of  it  within  narrower  limits.    The  dif- 
eafes induced  by  the  venereal  virus,  of 
which  I  mall  give  inftances,  are  phthifis, 
afthma,   rheumatifm,   dropfy,  head-ach, 
epilepfy,  and  mania. 

In  the  month  of  October  1783,  I  was 
defired  to  vint  a  gentleman  at  fome  dif- 
tance  from  town,  with  an  extenfive  foul 
ulcer  upon  his  left  moulder.  This  was 
mentioned  as  the  mofl  material  part  of  his 
diftrefs  ;  but  I  alfo  found  that  he  had  for 
feveral  months  laboured  under  all  the 
molt  alarming  fymptoms  of  phthifis,  fuch 
as  fevere  cough,  fpitting  of  purulent  mat- 
ter, pains  in  the  breaft  and  fides,  night 

H  h  2  fweats, 
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fweats,  quick  pulfe,  and  an  emaciated 
ftate  of  body.  Thefe  fymptoms,  however, 
did  not  excite  the  attention  of  the  patient 
nor  of  his  friends  fo  much  as  the  ulcer 
upon  his  moulder,  which,  from  the  great 
quantity  of  matter  which  it  difcharged, 
and  the  great  length  of  time  which  it  had 
.endured,  was  confidered  as  the  caufe  of 
his  weaknefs  as  well  as  of  all  the  other 
fymptoms. 

The  appearance  of  the  fore  giving  caufe 
to  think  that  it  might  be  venereal,  I  men- 
tioned this  to  the  furgeon  in  attendance, 
as  well  as  to  my  patient,  with  a  view  to 
difcover  whether  from  the  hiftory  of  the 
cafe,  and  from  his  previous  courfe  of  life, 
there  was  any  ground  for  fufpicion.  The 
anfwer  which  I  received  to  this  inquiry 
was,  that  foon  after  the  firfl  appearance 
of  this  ulcer,  about  three  years  before  the 
time  of  my  being  confulted,  an  ulcer  had 
appeared  in  his  throat,  accompanied  with 
fome  other  fymptoms  of  fyphilis.  For"  the 
removal  of  thefe  he  had  been  put  under  a 
long  courfe  of  mercury,  which  appeared  to 
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prove  fuccefsful ;  and  as  he  had  not  lince 
that  period  run  any  rifk  of  being  infect- 
ed he  did  not  fuppofe  it  poffible  that  the 
ulcer  upon  his  moulder,  or  any  of  his 
other  fymptoms,  could  be  venereal.  Hav- 
ing found,  however,  that  the  mercury, 
although  long  continued,  had  never  been 
given  in  greater  quantities  than  to  render 
the  mouth  moderately  fore,  and  that  for 
a  confiderable  time  an  eruption  refem- 
bling  venerealblotches  had  prevailed  over 
his  breaft  and  arms,  I  did  not  helitate  to 
fay  that  the  infection  had  not  been  eradi- 
cated, and  that  he  ought  immediately  to 
enter  upon  a  full  courfe  of  mercury. 

The  chief  objection  to  this  was  the  de- 
bilitated ftate  of  our  patient,  and  the 
quicknefs  of  pulfe,  with  other  fymptoms 
of  fever,  which  prevailed  in  a  very  conli- 
derable  degree,  the  pulfe  at  this  time  beat- 
ing upwards  of  130  in  a  minute.  Even 
thefe  confederations,  however,  did  not  de- 
ter me  from  advifing  a  trial  of  mercury  > 
having  even  at  that  time  feen  more  than 
one  cafe  of  a  fimilar  nature,  where  the  lungs 
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were  evidently  affected,  and  in  which  a 
cure  was  obtained  by  mercury  ;  and 
judging  from  the  whole  hiftory  of  the 
cafe,  that  the  phthifical  fymptoms  might 
be  kept  up  by  the  fyphilitic  virus,  I  ob- 
ferved  to  our  patient,  that  if  my  conjec- 
ture was  well  founded,  thefe  fymptoms,  as' 
well  as  the  others,  would  gradually  abate 
on  the  mercury  taking  effect.  I  alfo  faid 
to  his  friends,  that,  in  fuch  circumftances, 
the  mercury  could  not  add  much  to  his 
hazard,  however  feverely  it  might  operate, 
the  nature  and  feverity  of  his  fymptoms 
being  fuch,  as  gave  no  caufe  to  imagine 
that  he  could  live  above  a  few  weeks,  if 
fome  unexpected  alteration  did  not  take 
place. 

The  patient  himfelf  having  readily  ac- 
quiefced,  a  courfe  of  mercury  was  imme- 
diately prefcribed.  At  "firlt  he  rubbed  in 
a  drachm  of  ftrong  mercurial  ointment 
every  evening.  This  cainetobe  repeated 
morning  and  evening  ;  and  as  his  cough 
and  fever  were  not  increafed  by  it,  and 
the  ftate  of  his  mouth  enabling  him  to 
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bear  it,  the  quantity  at  each  application 
was  increafed  at  the  end  of  eight  days  to 
a  drachm  and  a  half.  The  ulcer  was  dref- 
fed  with  common  wax-ointment.  About 
the  end  of  a  fortnight  it  became  clean, 
which  it  had  never  before  been,  and  any 
unealinefs  with  which  it  had  previoufly 
been  accompanied  was  now  removed.  The 
blotches  upon  his  fkin  had  begun  to  yield, 
and  even  the  febrile  fymptoms,  inftead  of 
being  increafed  by  the  mercury,  were 
fomewhat  abated.     His   mouth  became 
exceedingly  fore ;  but  although  a  good 
deal  of  falivation  was  excited,  the  fame 
quantity  of  mercury  was  continued.  This 
I  was  induced  to  infill  upon  from  our 
having  now  very  fatisfactory  evidence  of 
all  his  fymptoms  being  venereal ;  for  even 
the  cough  and  purulent  expectoration  be- 
came moderate  in  proportion  to  the  quan- 
tity of  mercury  that  was  exhibited.  By  the 
end  of  the  rixthweek  the  cough  was  near- 
ly gone ;  the  blotches  were  almoft  entirely 
removed  ;  the  ulcer  continued  clean  and 
much  contracted,  and  his  pulfe  did  not 
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now  beat  above  ninety  ftrokes  in  a  mi- 
nute. 

In  the  courfe  of  a  fortnight  from  this 
time,  that  is,  after  he  had  taken  mercury 
for  the  fpace  of  eight  weeks*  fcarcely  any 
remains  of  the  blotches  were  perceptible  : 
The  fore  was  reduced  to  the  fourth  part 
of  its  original  extent ;  but  about  this  pe- 
riod it  became  nearly  ftationary,  for  which 
it  was  touched  every  fecond  or  third  day 
with  lunar  cauftic.  At  the  end  of  ano- 
ther fortnight  it  was  completely  cica- 
trifed;  but  the  infe&ion  having  been  of 
long  duration,  I  judged  it  proper  to  con- 
tinue the  mercury  three  weeks  longer, 
being  thirteen  weeks  in  all.  He  had  now 
been  many  weeks  entirely  free  of  cough. 
His  pulfe  was  about  its  natural  ftandard  \ 
and  as  he  had  been  allowed  nouriming 
diet  during  the  whole  courfe,  he  was  even 
confiderably  improved  in  appearance  and 
ftrength.  By  the  beginning  of  the  enfu- 
ing  fummer,  he  was  equally  ftrong  as  he 
had  ever  been  at  any  period  ;  and  when  I 
laft  faw  him,  about  three  years  ago,  he 

had 
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had  continued  entirely  free  both  of  Lues 
Venerea  and  phthilis. 

In  the  beginning  of  January,  1784,  I 
was-defired  to  vifit  a  patient  newly  come 
to  town,  with  fores  on  different  parts  of 
his  body  and  limbs,  and  he  had  alfo  for 
a  confiderable  time  been  diftrefTed  with 
afthma.    It  was  chiefly  however  for  the 
fores  that  he  applied  for  advice,  as  he  had 
been  led  to  confider  afthma  as  a  difeafe 
for  which  there  was  no  remedy.  There 
was  one  large  ulcer  immediately  above 
the  great  trochanter  of  the  right  thigh ; 
one  upon  the  middle  and  moft  prominent 
part  of  each  leg,  both  of  which  penetrated 
to  the  tibia ;  one  upon  the  breaft,  where 
the  fternum  appeared  to  be  thickened,  al- 
though not  carious ;  one  upon  the  right 
fide,  upon  the  feventh  and  eighth  ribs ; 
and  a  fmall  finous  ulcer  upon  the  middle 
and  outride  of  the  right  arm,  which,  on 
being  probed,  was  found  to  run  to  the  fur- 
face  of  the  ulna,  which  was  rough  for  the 
fpace  of  an  inch.  Befides  thefe,  there  were 
feverai  fmall  ulcers  u^on  the  toes  of  both 

feet. 


474  Of  Lues  Venerea         Ch.  IV. 


feet.    Thefe,  as  well  as  the  others,  were 
foul,  and  difcharged  a  thin,  foetid  matter ; 
and  being  accompanied  with  that  eryfipe- 
latous  kind  of  rednefs  which  frequently 
furrounds  the  margins  of  venereal  ulcers, 
I  was  thereby  led  to  fufpect  them  to  be 
venereal.    The  patient  mentioned,  as  rea- 
fons  for  thinking  that  I  was  miftaken, 
that  thefe  ulcers  were  now  of  feven  years 
continuance,  and  on  the  fufpicion  of  their 
being  venereal  that  he  had  taken  mercury 
to  a  conhderable  extent  at  three  different 
times,  each  courfe  having  been  continued 
for  nine  or  ten  weeks ;  and  although  he 
had  from  all  the  three  derived  benefit,  yet 
none  of  the  fores  had  healed  by  the  effects 
of  any  of  them,  and  that  fome  of  them 
had  even  become  worfe  foon  after  the  laft 
courfe  of  mercury  was  left  off.  The  afth- 
matic  fymptoms  were  now  of  five  years 
duration.    They  began  without  any  ob- 
vious caufe,  and  had  gradually  become 
more  violent,  nor  had  any  remedy  that 
had  been  employed  for  them  given  him 
relief;  excepting  opium,  and  even  this  was 
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merely  temporary.  Befides  a  confiant  dif- 
ficult breathing,  he  was  liable  to  periodi- 
cal attacks  of  a  more  fevere  nature,  which 
occafionally  came  to  fuch  a  height  as  to 
endanger  furTocation.  Thefe  occurred  mofl 
frequently  during  fleep,  and  for  the  moil 
part  with  much  regularity,  about  three 
o'clock  in  the  morning. 

The  patient,  who  was  now  about  forty- 
five  years  of  age,  acknowledged  that  in 
his  earlier  years  he  had  fuffered  much 
from  Lues  Venerea,  but  having  been  led 
to  fuppofe  that  he  had  already  taken  more 
than  a  fufficient  quantity  of  mercury,  he 
was  now  with  difficulty  perfuaded  to  en- 
ter on  a  farther  courfe  of  it.  The  more, 
however,  that  I  heard  of  the  rife  and  pro- 
grefs  of  his  difeafe,  the  more  I  was  con- 
vinced of  its  being  venereal ;  for  belides 
the  appearances  of  the  fores  which  I  have 
mentioned,  I  found  upon  inquiry  that  he 
had  never  taken  a  full  courfe  of  mercury  ; 
for  although  it  had  always  rendered  his 
gums  fore,  he  had  never  ufed  it  in  fuch 
quantities  as  to  require  confinement.  Nei- 
ther 
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ther  had  any  of  the  attempts  which  had 
been  made  to  cure  the  fores  by  external 
applications  proved  fuccefsful.  A  great 
variety  had  been  employed,  but  although 
fome  of  thefe  had  rendered  the  ulcers 
clean,  and  procured  a  difcharge  of  better 
matter,  no  permanent  advantage  had  ever 
enfued  from  them. 

Thefe  confiderations  determined  me  to 
give  a  decilive  opinion  on  the  propriety 
of  his  taking  mercury  in  larger  quantities 
than  he  had  ever  as  yet  done.  This  in- 
duced him  to  agree  to  it,  and  he  entered 
upon  the  courfe  on  the  14th  of  January. 
At  firft  he  rubbed  in  a  drachm  of  mercu- 
rial ointment  every  night,  and  took  one 
of  the  blue  pills  evening  and  morning. 
In  the  courfe  of  eight  days  he  ufed  two 
drachms  of  the  ointment  daily,  and  the 
fame  number  of  pills  were  continued  till 
his  mouth  became  fully  fore,  and  a  good 
deal  of  falivation  was  induced,  which  hap- 
pened at  the  end  of  a  fortnight.  At  this 
period  the  pills  were  left  off,  and  only  a 
drachm  of  the  ointment  employed  daily. 

The 
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The  common  wax  ointment  was  applied 
to  the  fores,  and  renewed  morning  and 
evening. 

Till  he  entered  upon  this  courfe  the 
fores  had  at  all  times  given  him  much  un- 
ealinefs.   They  had  never  produced  acute 
pain,  but  they  were  accompanied  with  an 
uneafy,  itchy  fenfation,  which  frequently 
deprived  him  entirely  of  reft.  Before  the 
end  of  the  third  week  this  was  completely 
removed  ;  the  fores  were  become  clean, 
and  the  difcharge  of  a  better  conliflence  ; 
at  the  fame  time  that  his  afthmatic  fymp- 
toms  were  by  no  means  fo  fevere.    As  by 
this  he  was  convinced  of  the  propriety  of 
the  courfe  of  mercury,  he  readily  fubmit- 
ted  to  the  difirefs    and  inconveniency 
which  it  produced,  and  kept  his  mouth 
fully  affected  during  the  whole  time  of  it. 
By  the  beginning  of  March,  that  is,  after 
having  taken  mercury  for  nearly  feven 
weeks,  all  the  fores  were  entirely  healed 
excepting  that  upon  the  outhde  of  the 
thigh,  and  thofe  upon  the  legs.  Even 
thefe  were  much  diminished,  and  the  cure 
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in  all  the  three  feemed  to  be  retarded  only 
by  the  ftate  of  the  bones  beneath,  which 
were  found  to  be  denuded  of  the  perio- 
fteum,  and  even  in  fome  parts  rough. 
Thefe,  as  well  as  the  others,  had  been 
dreffed  with  mild  wax  ointment  from  the 
llrft,  and  if  it  was  not  the  laying  open  the 
finus  upon  the  fore-arm,  no  farther  atten- 
tion had  been  given  to  any  of  them.  He 
now  breathed  eafily,  and  had  not  experi- 
enced any  fevere  fit  of  afthma  from  the 
time  that  his  mouth  became  firft  com- 
pletely fore  with  mercury. 

The  courfe  was  continued  in  the  fame 
degree  to  the  end  of  the  thirteenth  week, 
when,  judging  from  the  quantity  of  mer- 
cury that  had  been  ufed,  and  the  regular 
manner  in  which  it  had  been  taken,  that 
the  virus  by  which  his  difeafe  feemed  to 
have  been  produced  mufi  be  eradicated,  I 
defired  it  to  be  left  off.  His  afthma  was 
entirely  gone,  and  all  the  fores  continued 
firm  and  well,  excepting  the  three  that  I 
have  mentioned.  I  now  fuppofed,  how- 
ever, that  thefe  were  kept  up  entirely  by 
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the  carious  bones  on  which  they  were 
feated ;  and  as  a  cure  could  not  be  looked 
for  till  the  difeafed  parts  exfoliated,  and 
as  this  might  probably  be  tedious,  I  advi- 
fed  him,  as  foon  as  he  could  with  fafety 
venture  upon  a  journey,  to  go  home,  and 
to  do  nothing  with  a  view  to  the  fores  but 
to  drefs  regularly  with  red  precipitate 
ointment,  in  order  to  prevent  the  growth 
of  a  fungus  with  which  all  the  three  were 
covered.  This,  with  the  occafional  ufe 
of  calcined  allum,  prevented  the  fungus 
from  becoming  large  3  but  it  was  not  till 
a  year  had  elapfed  that  any  of  the  fores 
healed.  About  this  period  an  >extenlive 
exfoliation  appeared  to  be  coming  away 
from  the  tibia  of  the  right  leg.  He  now 
came  to  town,  and  by  cutting  into  it  I  got 
it  ealily  out,  and  the  fore  healed  in  a  fort- 
night. The  fore  on  the  other  leg  healed 
in  a  fimilar  manner,  at  the  end  of  three 
or  four  months,  after  a  fmall  fpiculated 
portion  of  the  tibia  had  come  away,  bat 
the  ulcer  upon  the  trochanter  has  not 
healed.  Several  fmall  pieces  of  bone  have 
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from  time  to  time  come  away  from  it ; 
but  I  conclude  that  more  muft  be  thrown 
out  before  a  firm  cicatrix  will  form  ;  for 
although  now  reduced  to  the  appearance 
of  a  narrow  finus,  which  frequently  heals, 
it  always  burfts  out  again.  It  is  not,  how- 
ever, productive  of  much  inconvenience  -y 
and  on  account  of  the  Situation  of  the 
bone,  I  think  it  better  to  truft  to  time 
alone,  than,  by  means  of  any  operation  to 
attempt  to  promote  the  exfoliation  of  the 
difeafed  parts.  No  return  of  afthma  has 
taken  place,  and  he  is  now,  in  the  month 
of  January  1797,  in  good  health. 

In  the  month  of  May  1789,  I  was  de- 
fired  to  vint  a  patient,  by  trade  a  brewer, 
aged  forty,  and  very  corpulent.  For  fe- 
veral  years  he  had  been  liable  to  periodi- 
cal fits  of  afthma,  and  during  all  that  pe- 
riod his  breathing  had  been  difficult,  in- 
fomuch  that  he  had  for  the  moft  part  been 
obliged  to  lleep  nearly  in  an  erect  pofture. 
He  had  been  liable  to  frequent  and  very 
diftrefsful  palpitation  of  the  heart,  and 
his  pulfe  was  at  all  times  frequent  and  ir- 
regular. 
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regular.  Other  practitioners  had  previ 
oufly  been  called,  and,  as  is  ufual  in  fuch 
cafes,  different  opinions  were  formed  of 
the  caufe  of  the  difeafe.  By  fome  it  was 
coniidered  as  gout ;  others  judged  it  to 
proceed  from  hydrops  pectoris,  while  by 
fome  it  was  fuppofed  to  conftitute  what  of 
late  has  been  termed  Angina  Pectoris. 
The  patient  himfelf,  however,  was  of  opi- 
nion, that  all  his  fymptoms  originated 
from  what  he  termed  an  ill-cured  pox. 
He  informed  me  that  in  his  earlier  years 
he  had  fuffered  much  from  frequent  at- 
tacks of  fyphilis,  and  not  having  taken 
mercury  in  a  regular  manner  ;  particular- 
ly from  the  laft  attack,  and  to  which  this 
affection  of  his  breathing  had  fucceeded  : 
From  this  he  was  convinced  that  the  virus 
had  not  been  eradicated. 

No  evident  fymptom  of  Lues  Venerea, 
however,  could  be  difcovered  ;  fo  that  I. 
could  not  venture  to  advife  a  courfe  of 
mercury  as  my  patient  wifhed  me  to  do. 
Purgatives,  diuretics,  and  blifters,  were 
repeatedly  employed,  but  with  no  advan- 
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tage  -y  and  fome  relief  being  derived  from 
opiates,  he  was  at  la  ft  induced  to  truft  en- 
tirely to  a  large  dofe  of  laudanum  taken 
at  bed- time,  and  a  lefTer  dofe  in  the  morn- 
ing. In  this  Situation  I  left  him  in  the 
month  of  September,  nor  had  I  again  oc- 
calion  to  fee  him  till  the  month  of  April 
1790,  when  I  was  called  on  confultation 
with  the  ftirgeou  of  the  family,  for  an  ul- 
cer which  two  months  before  had  appear- 
ed upon  the  right  fide  of  the  nofe.  At 
fir  ft  this  ulceration  was  fo  inconftderable 
as  fcarcely  to  excite  his  attention  3  but,  as 
it  foon  began  to  fpread,  various  applica- 
tions were  employed,  from  the  mildeft  to 
the  ftrongeft  efcharotics ;  but  although 
thefe,  with  the  occasional  ufe  of  lunar 
cauftic,  had  proved  ufeful,  by  preventing 
the  growth  of  fungus  which  had  previouf- 
ly  prevailed,  ftill  the  fore  continued  to  ex- 
tend, and  at  this  time  had  fpread  to  the 
oppofite  lide  of  the  nofe.  Upon  inquiry 
I  found  that  in  the  month  of  November, 
fome  days  after  expolure  to  infection,  a 
chancre  had  appeared  upon  the  gians  pe- 
nis \ 
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nis  5  but  as  it  healed  by  being  twice  touch- 
ed with  cauftic,  and  which  he  had  done 
without  the  knowledge  of  his  furgeon,  he 
had  not  thought  it  neceffary  to  enter  upon 
the  ufe  of  mercury. 

At  this  time  the  difficulty  of  breathing 
and  diftrefsful  palpitation  of  the  heart 
were  more  fevere  than  they  had  ever  been 
at  any  period  ;  but  the  account  which  I 
had  received  of  this  recent  infection,  the 
progrefs  which  the  ulcer  was  daily  ma- 
king, and  the  inefficacy  which  had  already 
been  experienced  of  local  applications,  de- 
termined me  to  advife  an  immediate  and 
full  courfe  of  mercury.  Being  informed 
that  mercury  did  not  readily  affect  him, 
both  the  internal  and  external  ufe  of  it 
was  advifed  ;  fo  that  in  the  courfe  of  ten 
days  his  mouth  was  rendered  as  fore  as 
he  could  poflibly  bear  it,  and  he  falivated 
to  the  quantity  of  between  two  and  three 
Englifti  pints  a-day.  The  fore  was  dref- 
fed  with  common  wax  ointment. 

In  the  courfe  of  three  weeks  from  his 
entering  upon  the  ufe  of  mercury  the  fore 
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was  considerably  diminifhed,  and  at  the 
end  of  fix  weeks  it  was  entirely  heal;  but 
to  the  furprife  and  Satisfaction  of  all  con- 
cerned, all  his  other  fymptoms  became 
better  on  the  mercury  taking  effect.  The 
difficulty  of  breathing  was  foon  much  re  - 
lieved, the  palpitation  vanimed  entirely, 
and  the  pulfe  fell  to  its  natural  Standard. 
It  was  feveral  weeks  before  the  afthmatic 
affedion  left  him  entirely,  but  this  hap- 
pened before  the  end  of  the  courfe,  which 
was  continued  to  the  end  of  the  third 
month ;  and  he  has  not  fmce  that  period 
experienced  any  return  of  his  difeafe. 

In  this  laft  cafe  it  may  be  a  queftion 
whether  the  patient  laboured  under  fy- 
philis  at  the  time  when  1  firft  faw  him  ror 
not :  He  himfelf  imagined  that  he  did  ; 
and  on  finding  afterwards  that  the  difeafe 
in  his  breafl  was  completely  removed  by 
mercury,  when  employed  for  a  more 
obvious  fymptom  of  the  difeafe,  I  came 
alfo  to  be  of  the  fame  opinion,  and  this 
induced  me  to  give  the  mercury  in  lar- 
ger quantity,  and  to  continue  it  longer 

than 
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than  I.  mould  have  done  for  the  cure  of  a 
recent  infection. 

In  March  1787,  I  was  confulted  by  a 
gentleman  of  fortune  in  the  fouth  of  Eng- 
land. His  cafe  was  defcribed  to  be  a  fe- 
vere  degree  of  rheumatifm,  with  which 
he  had  been  afflicted  for  the  fpace  of  eigh- 
teen months.  After  much  expolure  to  cold 
and  wet  weather  in  the  courfe  of  hunting, 
he  was  attacked  with  fevere  pains  in  all 
his  joints,  particularly  in  the  moulders, 
wrifts,  knees,  and  ancles.  Thefe  continu- 
ed in  fome  degree  from  the  fir  ft  approach 
of  the  difeafe,  but  he  had  occafionally 
been  diftreffed  with  fevere  pains  in  his 
back,  loins,  and  hip-joints,  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree as  not  to  be  able  to  move  for  two  or 
three  weeks  together  but  with  an  unfup- 
portable  increafe  of  pain.  His  fingers 
and  toes  alto  became  fwelled  and  painful ; 
and  as  the  balls  of  the  great  toes  had  been 
particularly  pained,  his  difeafe  by  fome 
had  been  conlidered  as  gout.  When  I  was 
confulted  the  joints  of  his  fingers  were  fo 
much  fwelled  that  he  could  not  even  lign 
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his  name,  but  the  chief  caufe  of  his  di- 
ftrefs  at  this  time  was  a  fwellingr  of  his 
right  knee.  The  fwelling  and  pain  in  his 
other  joints  had  at  different  periods  pre- 
vailed in  various  degrees ;  they  even  at 
times  left  him  entirely  \  but  the  right 
knee  had  continued  fwelled  and  painful 
from  the  firft,  and  at  this  period  it  was 
reprefented  as  being  nearly  double  the 
lize  of  the  other.  There  was  accordingly 
much  tenfion,  and  a  very  extenfive  fluctu- 
ation had  for  feven  or  eight  weeks  been 
difcovered  in  the  fuperior  part  of  the  tu- 
mour. The  fkin,  however,  was  no  where 
difcoloured.  He  was  now  in  his  thirty- 
fecond  year.  When  firft  attacked  he  was 
full  and  vigorous,  but  now  much  emacia- 
ted. His  pulfe,  however,  was  good  ;  for 
although,  for  a  confiderable  time,  a  good 
deal  of  fever  prevailed,  it  had  now  left 
him  entirely,  his  fkin  was  cool,  and  his 
pulfe  beat  between  feventy  and  eighty  in 
a  minute. 

The  remedies  he  had  employed  were 
thefe :  At  firft  he  was  repeatedly  blooded  ; 

the 
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the  pained  parts  had  been  rubbed  with  a 
variety  of  ftimulating  applications,  fuch  as 
volatile  linement  and  tincture  of  canthari- 
des,  and  blifters  had  been  frequently  ap- 
plied. He  had  taken  James's  powders, 
camphor,  and  opium  ;  but  the  latter  being 
the  only  remedy  from  which  he  derived 
relief,  the  others  had  long  been  laid  afide. 
Sixty  drops  of  laudanum  taken  at  bed- time, 
and  twenty-five  in  the  morning,  kept  him 
for  the  moft  part  in  tolerable  eafe;  but  he 
experienced  much  diftrefs  whenever  thefe 
were  omitted.  The  following  is  the  ad*- 
vice  which  I  propofed  to  him  : 

1.  That  two  drachms  of  a  weak  mercu- 
rial ointment,  containing  only  a  fifth  part 
of  mercury,  mould  be  rubbed  upon  the 
fwelling  of  his  knee  evening  and  morn- 
ing for  the  fpace  of  twenty  minutes  each 
time,  arid  continued  five  or  fix  weeks  if  it 
did  not  excite  falivation. 

2.  That  he  mould  ufe  a  warm  bath  of 
fea- water  every  fecond  night  :  The  whole 
body  to  remain  immerfed  for  the  fpace 
of  twenty-live  minutes,  or  half  an  hour, 
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and  a  quantity  of  the  water  to  be  pour- 
ed from  the  height  of  three  or  four  feet 
upon  the  fwelled  knee  at  each  time  of  ufing 
it. 

3.  Inftead  of  laudanum  at  bed-time, 
that  he  Ihould  take  fifteen  or  twenty  grains 
of  Dovar's  powder. 

4.  That  he  mould  wear  flannel  next  his 
nun,  not  only  upon  the  difeafed  knee,  but 
over  his  whole  body. 

5.  If  by  thefe  means  the  fwelling  did 
not  abate  in  the  courfe  of  four  or  five 

> 

weeks,  that  blifters  mould  be  applied  to 
it  3  the  fir  ft  where  the  fluctuation  was  dif- 
covered,  and  the  others  alternately  on  each 
fide  of  the  joint. 

I  heard  again  from  him  in  the  month 
of  June,  when  he  informed  me  that  he  had 
been  prevented  from  ufing  the  mercury 
by  a  phyfician  who  was  confulted  on  the 
receipt  of  my  opinion.  Being  afraid  that 
his  debility  might  be  increafed  by  the  mer- 
cury, he  had  defired  that  it  might  not  be 
ufed,  but  all  the  other  parts  of  the  courfe 
which  I  had  pointed  out  had  been  com- 
plied 
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plied  with.  His  general  ftate  of  health  was 
better,  and  by  the  ufe  of  the  warm  bath  and 
Dovar's  powder  his  pains  had  been  much 
relieved,  but  they  always  recurred  on 
thefe  remedies  being  laid  afide,  and  the 
fwelling  of  the  knee  was  nearly  in  the 
fame  ftate  as  when  he  nrft  applied  to  me.  [ 
Befides  this,  he  had  been  attacked  with  a 
painful  fwelling  on  the  upper  part  of  his 
right  moulder,  which,  after  becoming  red 
and  tender,  had  ended  in  an  extenhve 
foul  ulcer.  This  giving  rife  to  much 
anxiety,  for  the  fore  was  daily  penetra- 
ting to  a  greater  depth,  he  was  particular- 
ly anxious  to  have  fome  remedy  pointed 
out  for  it. 

In  return  to  this,  I  defired  that  the  mer- 
cury might  ftill  be  employed  with  a  view 
to  remove  or  leflen  the  fwelling  of  the 
knee,  and  I  gave  him  formulae  of  diffe- 
rent ointments  as  dreflings  for  the  fore  on 
the  moulder.  I  faid,  however,  that  he 
mull  depend  chiefly  on  the  furgeon  in  at- 
tendance for  the  treatment  of  this  fore  3 
but  being  within  forty  or  fifty  miles  of 
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London,  I  advifed  him,  if  he  did  not  foon 
get  better,  to  go  there  for  the  advantage 
of  a  confultation. 

I  did  not  hear  of  him  again  till  the 
month  of  September,  when  he  arrived  in 
Edinburgh.  He  now  informed  me  that 
he  had  gone  to  London  on  the  receipt  of 
my  fecbnd  letter,  and  that  he  had  been 
advifed  to  the  ufe  of  guaiacum ;  a  deep- 
feated  pea  ifliie  had  been  inferted  on  the 
infide  of  the  fwelled  knee  ;  and  different 
ointments  had  been  given  him  to  apply  in 
fucceflion  to  the  fore  on  the  moulder. 
Having  continued,  however,  under  the 
regular  application  of  thefe  for  upwards 
of  two  months,  and  no  advantage  having 
accrued  from  them,  he  determined  at  laft 
on  coming  here.  The  pains  over  his  joints 
were  hull  very  univerfal,  almoft  every 
joint  being  more  or  lefs  fwelled,  but  they 
were  not  any  where  fo  fevere  as  they  had 
at  fir  ft  been.  The  fwelling  on  the  knee 
was  very  confiderable,  and  a  fluctuation 
was  perceived,  reaching  from  the  patella, 
beneath  the  re&us  mufcle,  nearly  to  the 

middle 
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middle  of  the  thigh.  The  lldn,  however, 
was  not  difcoloured,  and  the  joint  was  ft  ill 
in  fome  degree  capable  both  of  flexion  and 
extenflon.  But  the  fymptom  which  gave 
him  mofb  uneaimefs  was  the  ulcer  upon  his 
fhoulder,  which  had  now  extended  from 
the  top  of  the  moulder  over  the  clavicle, 
and  down  to  the  middle  of  the  humerus. 
It  had  already  deftroyed  fome  part  of  the 
deltoid  mufcle,  by  which  the  motion  of 
the  arm  was  impeded,  and  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  clavicle  was  become  ca- 
rious. 

This  ulcer  he  had  lately  been  informed 
was  fcrophulous,  but  as  to  me  it  had  the 
appearance  of  being  a  venereal  fore,  I  de- 
cidedly faid  fo,  and  on  inquiry  I  found 
that  there  was  ftill  farther  caufe  for  fuf- 
picion.  About  three  months  before  he  was 
firft  attacked  with  rheumatifm  two  fmall 
chancres  appeared  upon  the  penis,  which 
were  removed  in  the  courfe  of  eight  or  ten 
days  with  cauftic  and  the  ufe  of  a  very 
fmall  quantity  of  mercury.  The  quan- 
tity he  could  not  exactly  afcertain,  but  he 
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knew  that  he  had  not  taken  it  for  a  week, 
and  that  his  mouth  had  never  been  fore 
with  it.  I  alfo  found,  that  nearly  about 
the  time  at  which  his  moulder  became 
fore,  an  eruption  had  appeared  upon  dif- 
ferent parts  of  his  body,  particularly 
among  his  hair  and  on  his  breaft,  but 
which  till  now  he  had  not  mentioned,  as 
he  had  not  fuppofed  it  to  be  of  any  im- 
portance. This,  however,  along  with  the 
other  circumftances  of  his  fituation,  deter- 
mined me  to  advife  a  full  courfe  of  mer- 
cury, to  which  he  the  more  readily  agreed 
from  every  other  remedy  having  failed 
which  hitherto  had  been  tried. 

He  entered  upon  this  courfe  on  the  fixth 
of  October.  At  firft  half  a  drachm  of  the 
blue  ointment  was  rubbed  in  evening  and 
morning,  and  one  of  the  blue  pills,  with 
two  grains  of  opium,  wTere  given  at  bed- 
time. The  opium  was  necelfary  not  only 
for  preventing  purging,  but  from  the  pa- 
tient having  been  in  the  habit  of  taking 
it.  At  the  end  of  ten  days,  as  the  mouth 
was  not  affected,  nor  any  other  fymptom 

produced 
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produced  by  the  mercury,  the  quantity 
both  of  pills  and  ointment  was  doubled. 
This,  in  the  courfe  of  a  fortnight,  render- 
ed the  mouth  exceedingly  fore,  and  pro- 
duced fome  falivation  ;  but  the  uneaunefs 
excited  by  this  was  amply  compenfated 
by  the  relief  which  during  this  period  he 
had  obtained.  Although  the  pains  in  his 
joints  had  previoufly  abated  they  had  Hill 
.given  him  much  diftrefs.  This  was  al- 
moft  entirely  removed  in  the  courfe  of  a 
day  or  two  after  his  gums  became  fore ; 
and  being  anxious  to  avoid  the  habit  of 
taking  opium,  I  found  at  the  end  of  ano- 
ther week  that  he  had  left  it  off,  and  that 
he  flept  better  without  it  than  he  had  done 
for  two  years  before.  Still  the  knee  con- 
tinued nearly  of  the  fame  lize,  but  the 
fore  on  the  flioulder  was  much  better. 
Under  the  fame  dreilings  which  he  had 
for  fome  time  been  ufing,  the  furface  of 
the  fore  foon  became  clean  ;  the  difcharge 
was  of  a  better  confiftence,  and  much  lefs 
ofFenfive,  and  in  fome  parts  new  granula- 
tions had  begun  to  appear 

The 
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The  mercury  was  continued  in  fuch 
Quantities  to  the  end  of  the  third  month 
as  was  neceffary  to  keep  the  mouth  com- 
pletely fore  during  the  whole  period,  and 
during  the  courfe  of  the  la  ft  of  thefe 
months  he  drank  daily  an  Englilh  quart 
of  a  ftrong  decoction  of  farfaparilla,  guai- 
acum,  and  mezereon  *,  At  the  end  of  fix 
weeks  all  the  fwellings  of  the  fmaller 
joints,  particularly  thofe  of  the  fingers, 
were  removed,  and  even  the  fulnefs  of  the 
knee  was  considerably  reduced.  The  fore 
on  the  moulder  was  already  contracted  to 
one  half  of  its  former  fize,  and  at  the  end 
of  another  fortnight  the  whole  was  cica- 
trifed  excepting  thofe  parts  of  it  that  were 
feated  upon  the  carious  part  of  the  cla- 
vicle. At  this  time  too  the  knee  had  af- 
firmed a  very  different  appearance.  It 
was  not  only  much  leflened,  but  the  fluc- 
tuation above  the  patella  was  entirely 
gone.  No  application  had  been  made  to 
it  but  a  portion  of  the  mercurial  ointment, 

which 
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which,  morning  and  evening,  was  rubbed 
upon  it.    In  the  courfe  of  the  tenth  week, 
a  thin,  long  exfoliation  took  place  from 
the  clavicle,  and  the  fmall  fore  which  re- 
mained healed  in  a  few  days  thereafter. 
He  continued  here  for  feveral  weeks  after 
the  courfe  was  over,  and  on  going  away, 
although  the  knee  was  about  an  inch  in 
circumference  larger  than  the  other,  it 
gave  him  no  uneafinefs,  not  even  in  Walk- 
ing; but  a  very  considerable  degree  of 
ftiffncfs  remained  in  the  joint  of  the  right 
moulder,    and   which  I  informed  him 
might  probably   continue    for  a  great 
length  of  time,  perhaps   even  for  life, 
owing  to  a  confiderable  part  of  the  del- 
toid mufcle  being  deftroyed  by  the  ulcer. 
In  order  to  lelfen  this  ftirmefs  as  much  as 
poflible,  I  defired,  as  foon  as  the  fkin  was 
fufhciently  firm  to  admit  of  it,  that  the 
-whole  moulder  and  arm  mould  be  rubbed, 
evening  and  morning,  with  fome  emollient 
oil,  and  if  not  relieved,  that  he  mould  go 
to  Bath,  and  have  the  warm  waters  of 
that  place  pumped  upon  it.     I  found, 
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however,  after  two  years  had  elapfed,  al- 
though in  every  other  refpect  he  conti-  ! 
nued  well,  that  his  moulder  remained  in 
nearly  the  fame  ft  ate  as  at  firft. 

Many  cafes  have  fallen  under  my  care 
of  venereal  pains  which  refembled  rheu- 
matifm  fo  much  that  it  was  difficult  to 
diftinguifh  of  what  nature  they  were ; 
but  in  a  great  proportion  of  thefe,  circum- 
ftances  were  difcovered  upon  inquiry,  by 
which  the  diftinction  was  fufficiently  well 
marked.    In  this,  however,  as  well  as  in 
fome  others  with  which  I  have  met,  the 
fymptoms  were  for  a  long  while  fo  evi- 
dently rheumatic  that  there  was  no  caufe 
to  fuppofe  that  they  were  venereal.  Ve- 
nereal pains  almoft  univerfally  fix  upon 
the  middle  parts  of  the  limbs  ;  very  rarely 
upon  the  joints  only.    Now  in  this  cafe 
the  joints  only  were  affected,  as  very  com- 
monly happens  in  rheumatifm,  and  the 
patient  had  been  much  expofed  to  the 
moft  frequent  caufe  of  that  difeafe,  while 
no  fymptom  occurred  that  had  any  ap- 
pearance of  being  venereal  till  thefe  pains 

had 
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had  continued  upwards  of  twenty  months. 
The  ulcer  on  the  moulder  was  the  firfl 
fymptom  that  created  fufpicion  ;?  for  when 
I  prefcribed  the  mercurial  ointment,  it 
was  not,  I  muft  acknowledge,  from  think- 
ing that  the  patient  was  infecfed  with 
Lues  Venerea,  but  from  experience  of  its 
utility  in  fimilar  affections  of  the  joints 
proceeding  from  other  caufes. 

An  officer  of  the  navy,  who  had  been 
expofed  to  hard  fervice  both  in  the  Eaft 
and  Weft  Indies,  was  feized  with  a  fevere 
degree  of  rheumatifm  in  fpring  1782.  At 
firft  the  pains  were  confined  to  the  large 
joints,  but  afterwards  a  forenefs  prevailed 
over  his  whole  body.    He  was  about  for- 
ty years  of  age,  and  till  this  time  he  had 
been  ftrong  and  healthy. 

All  the  remedies  ufually  employed  in 
rheumatifm  were  advifed.  .Flannel  was 
applied,  and  the  pained  parts  were  rubbed 
with  a  variety  of  flimulating  applications ; 
blifters  were  applied  to  the  parts  that 
were  moft  painful  fudorifics  were  ufed 
in  various  forms ;  and  in  the  courfe  of 
Vol.  II.  Kk  the 
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the  firft  three  years  he  had  ufed  a  great 
variety  of  baths.  He  bathed  at  firft  in 
warm  fait  water  ;  afterwards  he  went 
both  to  Buxton  and  Bath ;  and  laft  of  all 
he  had  ufed  the  cold  bath.  No  advan- 
tage, however,  was  obtained  from  any  of 
thefe;  and  at  laft  the  only  remedy  which 
he  employed  was  a  large  dofe  of  laudanum 
at  bed-time. 

He  had  frequently  been  liable  to  pain 
and  fome  degree  of  fulnefs  in  the  region 
of  the  liver,  which  he  attributed  to  his 
refidence  in  India.  This,  however,  never 
gave  him  muchuneafinefs,  till  the  winter  of 
1785,  when  a  foft  diffufed  fweiling,  larger 
than  it  had  ever  been,  and  accompanied 
with  fome  pain,  was  perceived  exactly  on 
the  fite  of  the  liver.  The  tumour  became 
larger,  and  at  laft  a  fluctuation  of  matter 
was  perceived  in  it.  In  this  iituation  I 
firft  law  him  in  the  month  of  April ;  and 
the  chief  reafon  of  my  being  called  was 
to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  diicharging 
the  matter  by  an  operation.  This  how- 
ever, I  found  to  be  inadmiffibie.  The 

matter 
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matter  lay  fo  deep  that  it  did  not  point 
any  where,  and  the  fluctuation  was  very 
obfcurely  felt.  I  therefore  in  the  mean 
time  advifed,  that  mercury,  which  he  was 
then  taking,  fhould  be  given  in  greater 
quantities,  fo  as  to  render  his  mouth  com- 
pletely fore,  and,  as  he  was  much  reduced, 
that  his  ftrength  mould  be  kept  up  with 
light  nourifhing  food. 

As  he  lived  at  a  confiderable  diftancer[ 
did  not  expect  to  fee  him  again,  neither 
did  I  hear  of  him  till  the  month  of  Fe- 
bruary thereafter,  when  I  was  again  defired 
to  vifit  him.  A  confiderable  change  had 
taken  place  in  the  nature  of  his  complaints 
and  the  following  is  the  account  which  1 
received  of  them.  His  mouth  had  been 
rendered  moderately  fore  with  mercury, 
and  in  this  jfituation  it  was  kept  for  three 
weeks ;  but  as  it  then  gave  him  fevere 
pains  in  his  bowels,  accompanied  with 
purging,  he  did  not  afterwards  ufe  it  in 
fuch  quantities,  nor  was  it  judged  necef- 
fary  to  do  fo,  as  the  fwelling,  for  which  it 
was  prefcribed,  was  almoft  entirely  car- 
ried 
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ried  off  by  what  had  already  been  done. 
It  was  therefore  given  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  his  ftomach  and  bowels  could  eafily 
bear;  and  this  being  continued  for  the 
fpace  of  a  month  longer,  that  is,  for  fix 
or  feven  weeks  in  all,  it  was  then  left  off. 
During  this  courfe  of  mercury  the  pains 
which  had  fo  long  di  fire  fled  him  were 
much  lefs  fevere,  and  at  one  period  they 
left  him  almoffc  entirely.    While  the  wea- 
ther continued  mild  in  fummer  and  har- 
veft  they  did  not  recur ;  but  about  the 
end  of  October  they  became  more  fevere 
than  they  had  ever  before  been.    A  few 
weeks,  however,  previous  to  this,  fymp- 
toms  of  a  more  hazardous  nature  had  made 
their  appearance.    In  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember he  was  attacked  with  anafarcous 
fwellings  of  his  legs,  and  foon  thereafter 
with  afcites,  which,  notwithstanding  the 
ufual  remedies  employed  in  fuch  cafes,  in- 
creafed  fo  quickly,  that  in  the  courfe  of 
feven  or  eight  weeks  from  the  fir  ft  ap- 
proach of  the  fwelling,  it  became  necef- 
£ary  to  draw  the  water  off  from  his  legs 

by 
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by  punctures ;  and  by  the  middle  of  De- 
cember the  diftenfion  of  the  abdomen  was 
to  fuch  a  degree  that  the  operation  of  tap- 
ping was  advifed.  Thefe  operations,  how- 
ever, had  procured  only  a  temporary  re- 
lief 5  for  although  the  punctures  were  often 
repeated,  his  legs,  at  the  time  of  my  being 
called  to  him,  were  much  fwelled,  and  his 
abdomen  more  Hiftended  than  at  any  pe- 
riod before  the  operation. 

The  chief  reafon,  however,  for  my  ad- 
vice being  taken  at  this  time,  was  the  ap- 
pearance of  fome  hard  painful  tumours 
upon  his  forehead,  legs,  and  arms,  one  of 
which  upon  his  right  arm  on  the  outride 
of  the  ulna,  and  another  on  the  upper 
part  of  the  os  frontis,  had  burft  fome  weeks 
before,  and  were  now  difcharging  a  con- 
fiderable  quantity  of  a  thin  foetid  matter. 
The  others,  viz.  two  upon  his  forehead,  one 
upon  his  left  arm,  and  one  upon  each  leg, 
were  become  very  painful,  and  thofe  on  the 
head  were  difcoloured,  and  contained  fuch 
a  quantity  of  matter  as  gave  reafon  to  think 
that  they  alfo  would  burft.     The  patient 
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was  at  this  time  much  emaciated,  but  he 
had  no  fever,  and  his  fkin  was  fofter  and 
his  difcharge  of  urine  more  plentiful  than 
they  generally  are  in  cafes  of  dropfy. 

As  the  tumours  refembled  venereal 
nodes,  and  as  the  peculiar  fcetor  of  the 
difcharge  from  the  ulcers,  together  with 
their  lloughy  appearance,  gave  farther 
caufe  of  fufpicion,  I  found,  upon  inquiry, 
that  in  September  178 1,  about  fix  months 
before  he  was  attacked  with  rheumatifm, 
chancres  appeared  upon  his  penis,  and  a 
bubo  in  each  groin,  but  that  thefe  fymp- 
toms  were  eafiiy  removed  by  the  ufe  of  a 
fmall  quantity  of  mercury,  and  a  fhort 
confinement  of  eight  or  ten  days,  and  that 
he  had  not  fince  that  period  run  any  riik 
of  infection ;  that  no  other  fymptoms  of 
the  difeafe  had  appeared  upon  him,  and 
that  the  only  mercury  he  had  ufed  was 
that  which  was  prefcribed  for  the  difeafe 
of  his  liver. 

I  now  began  to  fufpecl:  that  even  the 
rheumatifm  with  which  he  had  been  fo 
long  diftreiTed  was  of  the  fyphilitic  kind, 

and 


Sect.  IX.  as  inducing  other  Difeafes.  503 

and  my  reafons  for  doing  fo  were  appa- 
rently conclusive.  There  was  full  evi- 
dence of  infection  being  communicated, 
while  it  did  not  appear  that  he  had  taken 
half  the  quantity  of  mercury  which  the 
nature  of  the  fymptoms  feemed  to  require. 
The  pains  occurred  at  fuch  a  distance 
from  the  other  fymptoms  as  tended  to  con- 
firm the  fufpicion.  They  had  not  been 
relieved  by  any  of  the  remedies  which  in 
the  ordinary  form  of  rheumatifm  prove 
commonly  ufeful,  while  for  fome  time 
they  were  alnaoft  entirely  removed  by  the 
mercury  employed  for  the  difeafed  ftate 
of  his  liver.  Thefe  considerations,  con- 
nected with  the  prefent  appearances  of  the 
tumours  and  ulcers,  determined  me  to  fay 
that  he  was  poxed,  and  that  he  mould 
begin  to  ufe  mercury  in  fuch  a  quanti- 
ty as  his  prefent  situation  would  bear,  im- 
mediately upon  the  water  in  his  abdomen 
being  taken  off,  and  which  was  done  that 
very  day. 

Being  afraid  in  his  prefent  ftate  of  de- 
bility of  irritating  his  bowels  by  the  in- 
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ternal  exhibition  of  mercury,  he  was  de- 
fired  to  ufe  it  in  the  form  of  unction  only  • 
and  his  legs  being  ffill  much  fwelled  and 
tender,  he  was  made  to  rub  it  upon  his 
arms  and  abdomen.     In  the  eourfe  of  a 
few  days  his  mouth  became  fore,  and  at 
the  end  of  a  fortnight  he  difcharged  three 
or  four  Englifh  pints  of  faliva  daily.  This 
was  more  than  I  wiflied  for,  fo  that  he  was 
defired  to  iefTen  the  quantity  of  mercury  ^ 
but  as  his  pains  were  foon  almoft  entirely 
removed,  and  the  diftrefs  which  he  had 
experienced  from  the  tumours  and  ulcers 
being  aifo  much  leflened,  he  was  thereby 
fo  much  convinced  of  the  propriety  of  his 
prefent  tfeatrnent  that  he  was  with  diffi- 
culty prevented  from  carrying  the  eourfe 
of  mercury  too  far.  Care,  however,  being 
taken,  to  fupport  him  with  light  nourifh- 
ing  food,  and  with  a  liberal  ufe  of  wine, 
of  which  he  took  a  bottle  daily,  he  was 
enabled  to  bear  the  effects  of  mercury  bet- 
ter than  one  in  his  ftate  of  health  might 
otherwife  havb  been  expe&ed  to  do.  At 
the  end  of  eight  weeks,  during  which  pe- 
riod 
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riod  his  mouth  was  kept  conftantly  and 
fully  arTecled,  he  had  ufed  twelve  ounces 
of  ftrong  mercurial  ointment.  His  pains 
were  now  entirely  gone  \  the  ulcers  were 
cicatrifed  ;  and  the  tumours  fo  completely 
removed,  that  excepting  thofe  on  the  fore- 
part of  the  legs,  none  of  them  had  left  any 
fulnefs  by  which  their  former  fituations 
could  be  difcovered.  The  matter  contain- 
ed in  thofe  upon  the  forehead,  and  which 
at  one  period  was  juft  ready  to  burft  out, 
was  entirely  abforbed,  and  only  a  flight 
difcolouring  of  the  ikin  remained ;  but 
what  was  ftill  more  remarkable,  no  fwell- 
ing  had  as  yet  occurred  in  the  abdomen, 
and  the  anafarcous  fulnefs  of  his  legs  and 
thighs  was  almoft  entirely  gone,  although 
the  punctures  laft  made  in  them  had  been 
.  clofed  upwards  of  three  weeks.  The  mer- 
cury was  continued  for  five  weeks  longer, 
during  which  period  four  ounces  of  oint- 
ment was  rubbed  in,  by  which  the  mouth 
was  kept  as  fore  as  the  patient  could  pof- 
fibly  bear  it  ;  and  when  at  the  end  of  the 
thirteenth  week  the  mercury  was  left  off, 
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no  collection  could  be  difcovered  in  the 
abdomen  ;  and  excepting  a  flight  oedema 
on  the  upper  part  of  the  feet,  they  were 
altogether  free  of  fwelling.  Even  this 
difappeared  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  weeks ; 
and  at  the  end  of  fix  years,  when  I  laft 
heard  of  him,  he  remained  in  good 
health. 

The  circumftances  of  this  cafe,  while 
they  give  much  caufe  to  think  that  hydro- 
pic fymptoms  may  be  induced  by  the  vi- 
rus of  Lues  Venerea,  tend  alfo  to  fhew 
that  mercury  given  in  fufficient  quantity 
will  act:  with  equal  certainty  in  removing 
them  as  in  the  cure  of  any  fymptom  of 
the  difeafe.  They  alfo  evince  the  power 
of  mercury  in  the  cure  of  that  affe&ion  of 
the  liver,  to  which  many  are  liable  who 
have  refided  in  the  Eaft  Indies  ;  and  that 
even  the  molt  advanced  ftages  of  that  dif- 
eafe may  be  removed  by  a  quantity  of 
mercury  that  will  not  be  fufficient  for  the 
cure  of  Lues  Venerea.  It  alfo  appears, 
from  the  refult  of  this  cafe,  that  the  mat- 
ter which  fometimes  forms  in  venereal 
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nodes  may  be  colledled  in  considerable 
quantity,  and  yet  carried  off  by  mercury. 
It  may  be  proper,  however,  to  remark, 
that  where  this  takes  place  the  tumours 
in  which  the  matter  is  contained  begin 
to  lelTen  almoft  as  foon  as  there  is  evi- 
dence of  the  mercury  having  entered  the 
fyftem;  and  that'whenthey  do  not  diminifh, 
the  matter  mould  be  difcharged  by  a  pro- 
per opening,  in  order  to  prevent  it  from 
hurting  the  bone  beneath. 

About  two  years  ago  I  was  defired  by  a 
gentleman  to  vifit  his  wife,  who  I  found 
had  been  liable  for  more  than  a  year,  to 
what  me  considered  as  fcorbutic  fpots  up- 
on different  parts  of  her  body,  one  of 
which,  feated  on  the  fternum,  had  about 
three  months  before  ended  in  an  ulcer. 
At  firft  the  fore  did  not  exceed  the  fize  of  a 
lixpenny  peice  5  but  at  this  time  it  was  very 
extenlive,  reaching  from  one  mamma  to  the 
other,  and  almoft  from  the  inferior  point  of 
the  fternum  to  the  top  of  it.  It  was  foul, 
and  difcharged  a  thin  foetid  fanies.  For 
upwards  of  three  years  me  had  been  dif- 
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treffed  with  almoft  a  conftant  head-ach, 
occafionally  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  de- 
prive her  entirely  of  fleep  for  many  days 
together,  and  on  fome  occa lions  nearly  of 
her  reafon.  It  did  not,  like  the  aguifh 
head-ach,  fix  upon  one  fpot,  but  affected 
every  part  of  the  head  alike.  She  was 
now  about  thirty  years  of  age,  and  her 
menitrual  flux  regular.  Till  attacked 
with  thefe  head-achs  me  was  healthy  and 
rather  corpulent  3  but  now  fhe  was  much 
reduced,  being  almoft  entirely  confined 
to  bed  with  the  violence  of  the  pain,  and 
me  had  fcarcely  any  defire  for  food* 
Blood-letting,  bliflers,  bark,  cold-bathing, 
and  a  variety  of  nervous  medicines,  had 
ail  been  tried  in  vain. 

The  eruption  upon  the  fkin,  as  well  as 
the  ulcer  on  the  breaft,  having  the  true 
venereal  afpect,  I  inquired  at  the  hufband 
whether  he  had  of  late  been  infected  or 
not :  He  fa  id  that  he  had  not,  but  he 
candidly  informed  me,  that  foon  after  his 
rnarriage,  which  happened  more  than  four 
years  before,  when  he  had  no  reafon 
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to  think  that  he  was  infected,  for  he  had 
no  connection  with  any  woman  for  a  fort- 
night before  marriage,  and  after  having 
remained  well  for  a  fortnight  thereafter,  a 
chancre  had  appeared  upon  the  prepu- 
tium.  Immediately  upon  this,  he  applied 
to  a  furgeon,  and  was  cured  :  he  had  alfo 
every  reafon  to  think  that  his  wife  had 
efcaped  ;  for  although  me  complained  of 
forenefs  in  the  pudendum  about  the  fame 
period,  it  left  her  fo  entirely,  and  without 
any  mercury  being  given,  that  the  fur- 
geon, by  whofe  advice  he  was  directed, 
had  allured  him  that  it  muft  have  arifen 
from  fome  other  caufe.  He  alfo  recollec- 
ted that  foon  thereafter  a  painful  tumour 
formed  in  one  of  her  groins ;  but  as  it  alfo 
went  of?  without  coming  to  fuppuration, 
and  without  the  affiftance  of  mercury,  he 
had  not  fuppofed  even  that  this  fymptom 
could  be  venereal,  particularly  as  me  con- 
tinued in  perfect:  health  till  attacked  with 
the  head-ach  ;  and  no  fymptom  of  pox 
had  ever  appeared  upon  her,  unlefs  the 
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eruption  and  ulcer  already  defcribed  mould 
be  of  that  nature. 

From  the  whole  of  this  hiftory,  the  pro- 
bability of  the  wife  being  infected  with 
the  venereal  difeafe,  and  the  neceffity  of  a 
mercurial  courfe  were  abundantly  evi- 
dent. Mercury  was  accordingly  given. 
Opium,  which  me  had  hitherto  employed 
for  leflening  the  violence  of  her  head-ach 
was  continued,  and  the  fore  was  dreffed 
with  common  wax  ointment.  Her  mouth 
became  fore  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  days, 
and  before  the  end  of  a  fortnight  (he  was 
under  fome  degree  of  falivation.  The  erup- 
tion foon  began  to  lefTen,  and  the  fore  from 
being  exceedingly  foul  became  clean  and 
florid,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  headachs, 
for  which  no  cure  had  been  expected,  left 
her  entirely  :  Her  mouth  was  kept  com- 
pletely affected  ;  the  blotches  difappeared 
altogether  in  the  courfe  of  fix  or  feven 
weeks,  but  the  ulcer  was  not  cicatrifed 
till  eleven  weeks  had  elapfed.  The  mer- 
cury being  continued  three  weeks  long- 
er was  then  laid  afide,  and  neither  the 
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head-ach  or  other  fymptoms  have  ever 
recurred. 

In  the  month  of  July  178 1,  a  young 
man  about  feventeen  years  of  age,  was 
put  under  my  care  in  a  very  miferable  fi- 
tuation.  The  account  which  I  received 
of  him  was,  that  till  his  fourteenth  year 
he  was  remarkaly  ftrong  and  healthy,  and 
exceedingly  clever.  About  that  period 
he  became  delicate,  and  was  taken  from 
fchool,  in  order  to  have  full  attention  paid 
to  his  health.  Worms,  and  a  variety  of 
other  caufes  were  fufpected  to  give  rife  to 
this  ftate  of  delicacy,  and  various  reme- 
dies were  employed  without  effecl:,  when 
after  two  years  had  nearly  elapfed,  fores 
appeared  on  different  parts  of  his  body  ; 
his  eyes  became  tender  and  inflamed  ;  at 
iaft  he  loll  the  ufe  of  one  of  them  entire- 
ly, and  about  a  year  before  I  faw  him  he 
had  been  attacked  with  fevere  fits  of  epi- 
lepfy,  which  for  the  laft  two  months  had 
recurred  feveral  times  a-day.  He  was 
now  much  emaciated,  but  his  pulfe  was 
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good,  and  the  fits  had  not  impaired  his 
judgment. 

Till  this  time  he  had  been  under  the 
management  of  a  phyfician,  a  relation  of 
his  own,  who,  confidering  the  complaints 
to  be  fcrophulous,  had  prefcribed  bark, 
ft  eel,    cicuta,    and   fea-bathing ;   all  of 
which  as  well  as  different  remedies  for 
the  epileptic  fits,  having  been  tried  in 
vain,  all  hopes  of  a  cure  were  loft,  and  for 
a  long  while  nothing  had  been  done. 
My  opinion  was  afked  on  account  of  the 
ulcers,  fome  of  which  had  of  late  become 
fo  painful  that  large  dofes  of  laudanum 
were  required  to  procure  reft.  Befides 
feveral  (mall  ulcerated  fpots,  there  was  at 
this  time  feven  large  foul  ulcers  on  differ- 
ent parts  of  his  body,  none  of  which  had 
given  him  much   uneafinefs  while  not 
deeper  than  the  cellular  fubftance ;  but 
having  in  different  parts  penetrated  into 
the  fubftance  of  mufcles,  they  began  now 
to  impede  the  motion  of  the  parts  on 
which  they  were  feated,  which  added 
much  to  the  diftrefs  which  they  excited. 
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His  left  eye  exhibited  a  very  lingular  ap- 
pearance. It  was  fomewhat  enlarged,  and 
that  part  of  the  tunica  conjunctiva,  which 
in  a  ftate  of  health  is  white,  was  of  a  deep 
red  colour,  while  all  the  prominent  part 
of  the  cornea  oppofite  to  the  pupil  was 
much  thickened,  and  white  like  paper. 
He  ftill  retained  the  fight  of  his  right  eye, 
which,  however,  was  much  inflamed,  and 
in  a  ftate  of  great  irritability. 

As  the  ulcers  had  the  appearance  of  be- 
ing venereal,  particularly  one  upon  the 
right  fide  of  his  nofe,  and  another  on  one 
of  the  temples,  where  it  had  penetrated  to 
the  mufcle,  I  faid  fo  to  the  young  man 
himfelf,  and  he  confefled  that  he  had  all 
along  been  afraid  of  this,  but  not  being 
certain,  and  afraid  of  incurring  the  dif- 
pleafure  of  his  parents,  he  had  never  till 
now,  that  inquiry  was  made  concerning 
it,  had  the  refolution  to  fpeak  of  it.  The 
information  he  gave  me  was,  that  when 
about  fourteen  years  of  age,  he  was  in- 
fected by  a  woman  with  whom  he  had 
connection,  and  that  his  fymptoms  were 
Vol.  II.  L  1  fores 
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fores  upon  the  penis  and  a  fwelling  in  the 
groin.   Thefe  by  the  ufe  of  mercury  which 
he  received  from  a  young  man,  at  that  time 
a  ftudent  in  this  univerlity,  were  removed; 
but  as  he  had  not  taken  it  in  a  regular 
manner,  and  only  in  fmall  quantity,  he 
had  always  entertained  fufpicions  of  the 
fymptoms  which  enfued  being  the  confe- 
quence  of  this  infection.    I  now  decidedly 
faid  that  he  ought  immediately  to  take 
mercury,  and  he  entered  upon  the  ufe  of 
it  that  very  evening.    It  was  employed 
in  the  form  of  unction,  and  all  the  fores, 
excepting  that  upon  his  nofe,  Were  drefTed 
with  common  cerate,  the  only  application 
which  hitherto  had  been  made  to  them. 
As  the  ulcer  upon  his  nofe  had  already  be- 
gun to  disfigure  his  face,  I  advifed  it  to 
be  touched  with  caudle  every  fecond  or 
third  day,  in  order  to  flop  the  progrefs  of 
the  difeafe  as  quickly  as  pollible,  and  be- 
fides  this  it  was  drefled  with  banlicon  and 
precipitate.    As  the  mercury  did  not:  rea- 
dily affect:  his  gums  he  was  defired  to  take 
two  of  the  blue  pills  every  night,  and  to 
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continue  the  fame  quantity  of  ointment 
which  he  had  ufed  from  the  iirft,  namely, 
a  drachm  evening  and  morning.  In  the 
fpace  of  three  weeks  from  the  commence- 
ment of  this  courfe  a  coniiderable  faliva- 
tion  was  induced,  which  was  afterwards 
kept  up  by  the  unit-ion  alone  till  the  end 
of  the  fifteenth  week.  The  ulcers  became 
clean,  and  put  on  a  healing  appearance 
foon  after  the  mouth  became  fore,  and  by 
the  end  of  the  ninth  week  they  were  all 
cicatrifed  \  but  the  infection  having  been 
of  long  duration,  and  the  fymptoms  more 
inveterate  than  ufual,  I  did  not  think  it 
proper  to  advife  the  ufe  of  mercury  to  be 
fooner  left  off. 

The  moll  remarkable  circumftance, 
however,  in  this  cafe  was,  the  cure  which 
took  place  during  the  courfe  of  mercury, 
of  the  fits  of  epilepfy.  In  lefs  than  three 
weeks  the  fits  became  lefs  frequent,  and 
not  fo  violent  as  they  had  been  before,  and 
by  the  end  of  the  fixth  week  they  did  not 
recur  above  once  in  three  or  four  days. 
Long  before  the  courfe  was  nnifhed  they 
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vanifhed  entirely,  nor  was  he  ever  dif- 
trefTed  with  them  afterwards.  His  left 
eye  ft  ill  continued  white  and  opaque,  but 
the  inflammation  of  the  other  being  re- 
moved, he  foon  recovered  the  free  power 
of  virion  of  which  he  had  long  been  de- 
prived. 

A  married  lady,  twenty-fix  years  of 
age,  after  being  for  fome  time  diftrefTed 
with  fevere  head-achs,  was  attacked  with 
epileptic  fits,  which  at  firft  were  neither 
frequent  nor  fevere,  but  recurred  at  laft 
fo  often  that  me  was  commonly  feized 
with  three,  four,  or  even  more,  daily. 
Preparations  of  copper  and  other  remedies 
were  employed  without  effect.    In  other 
refpedts  her  health  was  good,  till  at  laft, 
after  the  fits  had  been  more  than  ufually 
fevere  for  eight  or  ten  days,  ftie  became 
fuddenly  lunatic,  from  which  time  the 
epilepfy  did  not  recur. 

In  this  fituation  fhe  was  kept  at  home 
for  three  or  four  months,  but  there  being 
no  profpecl:  of  a  recovery,  fhe  was  at  laft 
put  under  the  care  of  a  family  accuftomed 

to 


5ect  IX.  as  inducing  other  Difeafes,     517  . 

to  the  charge  of  lunatics.  Her  keepers 
being  defired  to  apply  to  me  in  the  event 
of  her  health  requiring  particular  atten- 
tion, I  was  called  to  her  after  fhe  had  re- 
mained with  them  about  two  years,  in  or- 
der to  give  directions  for  the  management 
of  fome  fores  which  appeared  in  different 
parts  of  her  body  a  connderable  time  be- 
fore. Belides  feveral  fmall  foul  ulcers 
upon  her  toes  and  feet,  there  was  one  upon 
the  wrift  of  her  right  arm ;  one  upon  her 
fide,  which  had  penetrated  nearly  to  the 
ribs,  and  two  upon  the  upper  and  back 
part  of  her  head,  where  the  cranium  was 
found  to  be  carious.  Thefe  ulcers  they 
informed  me,  were  preceded  by  an  erup- 
tion, which  they  confidercd  to  be  fcorbu- 
tic,  but  which  I  found  upon  infpection  to 
be  venereal.  On  this  being  ftated  to  her 
hulband  he  acknowledged  that  fhe  might 
have  been  infected  by  him,  but  as  me  had 
never  complained  of  any  of  the  fymptoms 
of  Lues  Venerea,  he  had  hoped  that  me 
had  efcaped. 
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A  courfc  of  mercury  was  advifed,  but 
her  lunacy  being;  of  the  mo  ft  unmanage- 
able kind,  me  could  not  be  made  either 
to  fwallow  the  medicine,  or  to  admit  of 
the  ufe  of  it  by  unci: ion.  The  latter  might 
have  been  done  by  force,  but  the  trouble 
of  fecuring  her  twice  a-day  for  that  pur- 
pofe  would  have  been  confiderable.  Find- 
ing that  flic  wTas  fond  of  oatmeal  porridge, 
ihe  was  allowed  to  take  them  both  to 
breakfaft  and  iupper,  and  with  each  meal 
her  keeper  was  defired  to  mix  a  fpoon-: 
ful  of  a  watery  folution  of  corrofive  fub- 
limate,  in  which  was  contained  three 
quarters  of  a  grain  of  this  preparation. 
No  obvious  effect  appeared  from  it  till 
nearly  the  end  of  the  third  week,  when 
h&S  breath  became  affected,  and  her  gums 
fore  and  fpongy  ;  but  although  the  fame 
quantity  of  mercury  was  continued,  no 
falivation  took  place.  Simple  dreflings 
were  applied  to  the  fores.  It  became  necef- 
fary,  however,  to  make  an  ineifion  along  a 
confiderable  part  of  the  left  parietal  bone, 
ill  order  to  difcharge  a  quantity  of  fcetid 

matter 
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matter  lodging  between  the  teguments 
and  a  portion  of  that  bone,  which  was  ca- 
rious. All  the  reft  of  the  fores  foon  put 
011  a  healing  appearance.  In  the  courfe  of 
nine  weeks  they  were  completely  healed, 
and  during  this  period  the  maniacal  fymp- 
toms  alfo  abated.  In  three  weeks  there- 
after (he  became  perfectly  well,  and  no 
appearance  of  lunacy  has  fince  taken 
place,  although  feveral  years  have  elapfed. 
The  fore  upon  the  left  fide  of  the.  head 
continued  open  for  eight  or  nine  months 
after  the  mercurial  courfe  was  finifhed, 
owing  to  an  extensive  exfoliation  from  the 
parietal  bone,  which  could  not  pollibly  be 
accomplished  fooner. 

Thefe,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  are 
only  a  few  of  a  considerable  number  of 
cafes  of  a  fimilar  nature  which  I  might 
relate  ;  but  as  the  evidence  which  thefe 
afford  may  be  confidered  as  fufflcient  for 
eftabliihing  the  opinions  that  I  have  ven- 
tured to  fuggelt,  any  farther  argument 
would  be  unnecelfary.  The  hiftories 
wThich  I  have  given  are  in  proof,  that  the 
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fyphilitic  virus  may  remain  for  a  great 
length  of  time  in  the  fyftem,  without  pro- 
ducing any  of  the  ordinary  fymptoms  of 
Lues  Venerea  :  That  other  difeafes  alto- 
gether different  from  Lues  Venerea  in  the 
form  under  which  it  ufually  appears,  are, 
in  fome  inftances,  induced  by  this  virus. 
That  the  quantity  of  mercury  commonly 
given  in  what  is  termed  an  alterative 
courfe  may  be  fufficient  for  curing  the 
exifting  fymptoms  of  Lues  Venerea,  and 
yet  altogether  inadequate,  however  long 
continued,  for  removing  the  difpoution. 
And  lafily,  although  an  alterative  courfe, 
as  it  is  termed,  may  repeatedly  fail,  that 
the  fyphilitic  difpofition,  as  well  as  the 
worft  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  may  be  re- 
moved by  the  proper  exhibition  of  a  full 
quantity  of  mercury. 
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HE  following  Appendix  contains  for- 


JL  mulse  of  all  the  medicines  enume- 
rated in  this  volume,  as  well  as  of  others 
occafionally  employed  by  other  practition- 
ers in  the  cure  of  Lues  Venerea. 

No.  i.  EmplaJlrumhydrargyritvulgofEmplaf- 


R.  Olei  olivarum, 

Refinae  albae,  utriufque  partem  unam; 
Hydrargyri  partes  tres  j 
Emplaftri  lythargyri  partes  fex. 
Cum  oleo  et  relina,  liquefactis  fimul,  et 
dein  refrigeratis,  teratur  hydrargyrus,  do- 
nee evanefcant  globuli  ;  turn  paulatim  ad- 


trum  cceralewn,  vel  mercuriale. 
Pharm.  Edin. 


datur 
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datur  emplaftrum  lythargyri  liquefactum, 
et  omnia  accurate  mifceantur. 


No.  2.  Unguentum  hydrargyri  fortius ,  vulgo, 
Unguentum  mercuriale .  Pharm.  Lond. 
Hydrargyr.  purif.  P.  libras  duas  $ 

Adepis  fuillae  prseparatae  P.  un- 

cias  tres  et  viginti ; 
Sevi  ovilli  preparati  P.  unciam 

unam. 

Tere  primum  hydrargyrum  cum  fevo  et 
tantillo  adepis  fuillae,  donee  globuli  vifum 
fugerint ;  dein  adde  quod  reliquum  eft 
adepis,  ut  fiat  unguentum- 

Unguentum  hydrargyri  mitius. 

Unguenti  hydrargyri  fortiori s 

partem  unam  j 
Adepis  fuillae    preparatae  partes 

duas  :  mifce. 

No.  3.    Pilula  hydrargyri,  vulgo,  Pilules 
mercurialc.s.    Pharm.  Edin, 
J$c.  Hydrargyri, 

Manure, 
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Mannae,  utriufque  unciam  unaraj 
Pulveris     glycyrrhizae  uncias 
duas. 

Tere  hydrargyrum  cum  manna  in  mortario 
vitreo,  donee  illius  globuli  vifum  penitus 
effugerint,  addito  prout  opus  fuerit,  mucU 
laginis  gummi  arabici  aliquantulo ;  dein 
pulverem  glycyrrhizae  adjice,  et  aqua  fiat 
mafTa,  ftatim  dividenda  in  pilulas  quadrin- 
gentas  ocloginta  sequales. 

No.  4.     Solutio  mercurii  gummofa,  vulgo, 
Plenk's  fohition. 

Mercurii  vivi  depuratiilimi  si. 

Gummi  Arabici  3 ii . 
Terantur  invicem  in  mortario  lapideo, 
addito  medio,  cochleari  aquae  fumariae, 
donee  mercurius  penitus  difpareat  in  mu- 
cum.  Exacte  fubactis  admifce  fenfim. 
conterendo, 

Syrupi  kermefini  sfs. 

Aquae  fumariae  gviii. 
Sum.  mane  et  vefpere,  cochlearia  duo. 

Solutio 
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Solatio  Mercurii  alia. 
Hydrargyri.  puriff3ii 
Gummi  Arabici  ^fs. 
Terantur  invicem  in  mortario  lapideo,  ad- 
dito  medio,  cochleari  aquae,  donee  hy- 
drargyria in  mucum   difpareat:  Huic 
fubacto  adde 

Aquae  fontanse  Six. 

No.  5.  Mel  Mercuriale. 

Mellis ; 

Hydrargyri,  utriufque  unciam  5 
Terantur  in  mortario  marmoreo  donee 
hydrargyri  globuli  non  amplius  appareant. 

No.  6.  Hydi'argyrus  cum  Creta,  vulgo,  Mer- 
curius  alkalifatus.    Ph.  Lond. 
Hydrargyri    purificati  uncias 
tres ; 

Cretae  preparatae  uncias  quinque. 
Tere  fimul,  donee  globuli  vifum  fugerint. 


No.  7. 
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No.  7.  Hydrargyrus  calcinatus,  vulgo,  Mer- 
curius  calcinatus.  Ph.  Lond. 
Hydrargyri  purificati  libram 
unam. 

Hydrargyrum  in  cucurbita  vitrea,  cui 
fundus  planior  fit,  in  balneo  arenae,  ca- 
loris  600  °,  expone,  donee  in  pulverem  ru- 
brum  concreverit. 

No.  8.    Hydrargyrus  muriatus  corrojivus, 
vulgo,  Mereurius  Jublimatus  cor- 
rojivus,  Ph.  Ed. 
Hydrargyri, 

Acidi  nitron  diluti,  utriufque  un- 

cias  quatuor; 
Murige  exficcatae  \ 
Ferri  vitriolati  exficcati,  utriufque 
uncias  quinque. 
Solvatur  hydrargyrus  in  acido  nitrofo,  et 
vaporet  folutio  in  maflam  albam  penitus 
ficcam;  dein  adde  muriam  et  ferrum  vi- 
;triolatum.     Bene  contrita  et  commixta 
jndantur  phialae,  quam  fere  dimidiam  im- 

pleant  j 
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pleant ;  et  ex  arena,  primum  igne  leni, 
poftea  fenfim  aucto,  fublimentur. 

No.  9.  Hydrargyrus  muriatus  mitis,  vul- 
goy  Calomelas,  five  mercurius 
dulcis. 

?>.  Hydrargyri  muriati  corrofivi,  in 
mortario  vitreo    triti,  uncias 
quatuor; 
Hydrargyri  uncias  tres  cum  fe- 
mifie. 

Terantur  nmul  in  mortario  vitreo  ad  ex- 
tinctionem  hydrargyri ;  pulvifque  phialae 
oblongae,  cujus  tertiam  tantum  iimpleat 
partem,  inditus,  ex  arena  calida  fublima- 
tur.  Sublimatione  pera&a  confractaque 
phial  a,  pulvis  rub  ens  circa  fundum  et  al- 
bicans circa  collum  ejus  pariter  rejicien- 
dus  eft,  mafla  vero  reliqua,  ter  quatuorve 
denuo  fublimanda,  et  in  pulverem  tenuiili- 
mum  ter  end  a. 


No.  10 
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No.  10.    Solutio  mercurii  fpirituofa. 

R.  Mercur.  fublimat.  corrof.  gr.  x. 
Solve  in  fpirit.  vin.  Gallic.  Sxvi. 

No.  11.    Pilules  e  mer -curio  fublimat 0  corro- 
Jivo. 

Mercurii  fublimati  corrofrvi, 
Salis  ammOniaci,  utriufque  grana 

decern ; 
Aquae  difiillatae  drachmam ; 
Confervas  rofarum  fcrupulos  duos ; 
Pulveris  radicis  glycyrrhizae,  q.  f. 

ut  f.  malTa,  in  pilulas  o&aginta 

dividenda. 

No.  12.       Aqua  phagedenic  a, 

Mercurii  fublimati  corrolivi  fcru- 
pulum  unum. 
Solve  in  aquae  calcis  libram  unam. 


No.  13. 
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No.  13.    Hydrargyria  nitratus  ruber,  vulgo, 
Mercurius  precipitatus  ruber, 
■   Ph.  Edi/i. 
R.  Hydrargyri, 

Acidi  nitri  diluti,utriufque  libram 
imam. 

Solvatur  hydrargyria,  lentoque  ignc 
vaporet  folutio  in  maflam  albam  ficcam; 
quae  in  pulverem  contrita,  et  cucurbitae 
vitreae  inditae,  torreatur  igne,  fenfim  auc- 
to,  materia  aflidue  bacillo  vitreo  agitata 
ut  osqualiter  incalefcat,  donee  ejus  paux- 
illum,  cochleari  vitreo  exemptum  et  re- 
frigeratum,  fquamulas  fplendentes  rubras 
exh&eat.    Turn  vas  ab  igne  removeatur. 

No.  14.    Unguent um   Hydrargyri   Nit rat i, 
vulgo,  Unguentum  Citrinum. 
R.  Hydrargyri  unciam  unam ; 
Acidi  nitrofi,  uncias  duas  5 
Axungiae  porcinae  libras  duas. 
Digere  hydrargyrum  cum  acidonitrofo  fu- 
per  arenam  calidam,  ut  fiat  folutio,  quam 
c.alidiffimam  ladhuc  mifce  cum  axungia 

porcina 
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porcina  liquefacla,  et  deuuo  frigefcentej 
ftrenue  dein  mifturam,  fubige  in  mortario 
vitreo,  ut  fiat  unguentum* 

No.  15.  Hydrar gyrus  precipitatus  cinereus  9 
vulgo,  Pulvis  mercurii  cinereus. 
Ph.  Edin. 
5,.  Hydrargyri, 

Acidi  nitrofi  diluti,  paria  pon- 
dera. 

Mifce  ut  folvatur  hydrargyrus,  foluturh 
aqua  pura  dilue,  et  adde  aquse  ammoniac 
quantum  fatis  fit  ad  hydrargyrum  penitus 
ab  acido  liberandum ;  pulvis  dein  aqua 
pura  lavetur  et  exficcatur. 

No.  16.  Hydrargyrus  mtriolatus  jlavus, 
vulgo,  Turpethum  minerale.  Pb* 
Lond* 

Hydrargyri  purificati  libram 
unam  3 

Acidi  vitriolici  uncias  quin- 
decem. 

Vol,  II.  M  m  Mifta 
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Mifta  in  vafe  vitreo,  gradatim  incalefcant 
donee  coeant,  et  materia  igne  acri  penitus 
exficcetur.  Haec,  plurinia  aqua  diftillata 
calida  affufa,  ftatim  flavefcet,  et  in  pulve- 
rem  fatifcet,  pulverem  tere  cum  hac  aqua 
in  mortario  vitreo.  Poftquam  pulvis  fub- 
federit  aquam  effunde,  et  aqua  diftillata 
lava  materiem  donee  faporis  expers  fuerit. 

No.  17.    Pilula  e  mer curio  acetato,  vulgo, 
Trochifci  Keyferi, 
Mercurii  acetati, 
Mannse  purifT. 

Pnlv.  gum.  Arab,  utriufque  3i. 
Aquae  rofse,  q.  f.  ut  f.  mafia,  in 
pilulas  fexaginta  dividenda. 

No.  18.    Pilules  e  mer -curio  tartarifato, 
Mercurii  tartarifat.  3i. 
Pulv.  rad.  glycyrrhiz. 
Conferv.  rofse.  utriufque  31I.  . 
Mucilag.  gum.  Arab.  q.  f.  ut  f. 
mafia,  in  pilulas  fexaginta  di- 
videnda. 

No.  19. 
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No.  19.  Gar  gar  if  ma  e  bar  ace.. 
r,.  Borac.  purif.  ?i. 

Solv.  in  aquae  fontanse  bullientis 

libram  unam,  et  adde 
Mellis  optim.  uncias  duas. 

No.  20.    Pilula  Plummeri. 
Calomelanos, 

Sulphuris  aurai:.    antimon.  utri- 

ufque  unci  am. 
Conferv.  Rofar.  q.  f.  ut  fiat  mafia. 

No.  21.    Decotlwn  ligni  guajaci. 

Rafur.  ligni  guajac-  Bifs. 

Rad.  glycyrrhizae  §fs, 

Coq.  in   aq.    fontanse   \\,  ii.  ad 

ft  ifs. 
Colaturse,  adde, 
Sac  char  i,  q.  f. 

tto  22.    Decoclum  farfaparillce. 

S>.  Radicis  farfaparillae  fifise  fiii. 
Aquse  bullientis  libras  tres. 

1 

M  m  2  In- 
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Infimdantur  per  horas  quatuor,  dein  ex- 
preflb  liquore  probe  contundatur  radix, 
cui  iterum  adjice  liquorem.  Macera  per 
horas  feptem,  poftea  coque  ad  libras  duas, 
et  fortiter  expremendo  cola. 

No.  23.    Deco6lu?n  rad,  mezerei. 

Corticis  radicis  mezerei  drach- 
mam  j 

Radicis  glycyrrhizae,  drachmas 
duas  'y 

Aq.  fontanae  libras  tres. 
Coque  ad  libras  duas. 
Colaturae,  adde 
Syrup,  altheae  unciam  unam. 

No.  24.    Pulvis  ipecacuanha  compofitus,  vul- 
goy  Pulvis    Doveri.  Pharm. 
Lond, 
Ipecacuanhas, 

Opii  purificati  duri,  fingulorum 
in  pulverem  tritorum  drach- 
mam  unam. 

Kali  vitriolati  in  pulverem  tritt 
unciam  unam.  Mifce. 

No.  25. 
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No.  25.    XJngaentum  mercuriale  album* 

5..  Unguent,  fimplic.  Ph.  Edin.  un- 
cias  duas; 
Calomelanos     drachmas  duas. 
Mifce. 

No.  26.    Unguentum  mercuriale  rubrum. 

Unguent,  bafilic.  Pharm.  Edin. 

unciam  unam ; 
Mercur.  precip.  rub.  pp«.  drach- 
mas duas.  Mifce. 

No.  27.    Unguentum  ex  JErugine. 

Unguent,  bafilic.  Pharm.  Edin. 

unciam  unam; 
^Eruginis  pulv.  fcrupulum  unum. 
Mifce. 

No.  28.    Utiguentum  faturninum,  Pharm* 
Lond. 

S>.  CennTae  acetatae  drachmas  duas ; 
Cerae  albse  P.  uncias  duas ; 
Glei  olivae  M.  libram  dimidiam. 
M  m  3  Ceruflam 
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Ceruffam  acetatem,  in  pulverem  tritam, 
ci  .qua  olei  parte  contere  \  dtinde  earn 
cerae,  cum  oleo  reliquo  liquifactag,  adde. 
Mifturam  agita  donee  refrixerit. 

No.  29.  Lhiimentum  cerce.  Pharm.  Land. 

Cerae  albae  P.  uncias  quatuor ; 

Spermatis  ceti      uncias  tres  ; 

Olei  olives  M.  libram  unam. 
Lento  ig-ne  liquifacla  ailidue  ac'riterque 
agita,  donee  refrixerint. 

No  30.    Llnimentum.  lapidis  calaminaris. 

Olei  olivarum  M.  libram  unam , 
Cera?  albae  P.  uncias  duas  3 
Lapidis  calaminaris  praeparati,  P, 
unciam  unam.    M.  S.  A. 

No.  31.    Emplajlrum  lythargyri,  'vulgb\  Em- 
plajlmm  commune.  Pharm.  Edin, 

Lythargyri  partem  unam  ; 

Olei  olivarum  partes  duas. 
Adjecta  aqua,  coque,  ailidue  agitans,  do- 
nee oleum  et  lytharg'yrus  coeant  in  em- 
plaftrum. 

No  32. 
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No  32.        Muriate d  Barytes. 

This  preparation  is  obtained  by  dif- 
folving-  aerated  barytes  in  muriatic  acid. 
The  procefs  is  not  difficult,  and  I  meant 
to  have  given  a  form  of  it ;  but  as  this 
article  has  never  till  of  late  been  ufed  as 
a  medicine,  as  fome  varieties  of  the  terra 
ponderofa  have  lately  been  difcovered, 
and  as  it  requires  fome  difcernment  to 
diftinguifh  them,  I  think  it  better,  in  a 
point  of  fuch  importance,  to  refer  to  a 
more  particular  account  of  it  than  could 
be  inferted  in  this  place.  This  is  the 
more  necefTary,  as  the  medicine,  even  in 
its  pureft  ftate,  is  of  a  nature  that  re- 
quires to  be  ufed  with  much  caution  j 
and  particularly  as  many  fpecimens  of 
barytes  are  found  to  contain  conhder- 
able  quantities  of  lead,  copper,  and  ar- 
fenic. 

The  account  to  which  I  allude  is  writ*, 
ten  by  Doctor  Adair  Crawford  of  London, 
and  is  inferted  in  the  fecond  volume  of 
Medical  Communications.    Doctor  Craw- 

M  m  4  ford, 
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ford,  befides  giving  an  accurate  detail 
of  the  effects  of  this  medicine  in  fcro- 
phula  and  cancer,  gives  directions  for  de- 
tecting the  admixture  of  other  fubftances, 
and  for  regulating  the  dofes.  The  dofe 
mould  at  firft  be  very  fmall,  not  more 
than  feven  or  eight  drops  for  an  adult, 
and  two  or  three  for  children  of  eight  or 
ten  years.  I  have  found,  however,  when 
increafed  in  a  gradual  manner  that  thirty 
drops  may  be  given  to  an  adult,  and  re- 
peated two  or  three  times  a-day  ;  but  as 
Doctor  Crawford  very  properly  obferves, 
the  quantity  mould  not  be  farther  aug- 
mented after  it  begins  to  excite  naufea 
or  any  difagreeable  fymptom.  I  even 
think,  that  in  fuch  circumftances  it  mould 
for  a  few  days  be  omitted,  and  the  dole 
leffened  on  being  again  entered  upon.  In 
the  trials  that  I  have  made  with  it,  no 
harm  has  ever  been  done  by  it,  while  in 
many  cafes  of  obftinate  fores,  proceeding 
from  fcrophula,  as  well  as  from  other 
caufes,  it  has  evidently  proved  ufcful. 
Since  I  had  occafion  to  mention  this  re- 
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medy  in  a  former  edition  of  this  work,  I 
have  given  it  in  upwards  of  three  hun- 
dred cafes ;  frequently  in  fcrophula,  fome- 
times  in  cancer,  and  often  in  thofe  obfti- 
nate  fores  which  fometimes  remain  after 
buboes,  blotches,  and  other  fymptoms  of 
Lues  Venerea,  even  after  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity of  mercury  is  given.  In  cancer,  no 
advantage  has  ever  enfued  from  it  ;  but  al- 
though both  in  fcrophulous  and  other  fores, 
it  has  alfo  in  many  inftances  failed,  yet 
in  others  the  mod  obvious  benefit  has  been 
derived  from  it.  Sores  have  healed  while 
the  patient  was  ufing  this  medicine,  which 
previoufly  had  refilled  all  other  means  of 
cure ;  and  I  may  farther  obferve,  that  the 
more  experience  I  have  had  of  it  the  more 
I  am  pleafed  with  it.  Where  no  effect 
has  been  produced  by  it  on  the  difeafe 
for  which  it  was  prefcribed  it  has  feld'om 
failed  to  excite  appetite,  and  to  improve 
the  ftrength  and  general  health  of  the  pa- 
tient. 1  therefore  confider  it  as  an  im- 
portant addition  to  our  lift  of  tonics. 


INDEX 


INDEX. 


A. 

Vol.  Page. 


A  Blortion,  a  frequent  conifequenee  of  Syphilis  II.  430 

JLJL  —   ■  ■  obfervations  on              -  431 

Abfceffes  in  perinEeo              -                 -  I.  117 

 — r— -  in  the  corpus  cavernofum  penis  ib. 

—  in-the  fubftance  of  the  urethra       —  ,  ib. 

Abforption,  promoted  b,y  friction              -  II.  32 

iErugo,  form  of  ufing  in  injections           —  I.  456 

/Ether,  ufeful  in  fpafrhs  of  the  urethra          —  249 

Alkali  Volatile,  forms  of  ufing  in  injection       -  455 

Allum,'  ufed  in  injections  for  Gonorrhoea        —  9J 

 form  of  living           —                 -  44$ 

Alopecia,  defcription  of          -              — .  II.  136" 

 method  of  treatment  of            —  407 

Anomalous  Symptoms,  defcription  of          —  147 

 — :  method  of  treatment  of  414 

Antidote,  definition  of  the  term              —  206 

Antimony  Crude,  ufeful  in  venereal  eruptions  392 

Aqua  Phagadenica,  form  of          —              —  527 

Afthma  Venereal,  cafes  of  cured  by  Mercury  473 

Atrophy,  a  fymptom  of  Lues  Venerea          —  152 

->  — —  venereal,  method  of  treatment  of  417 

B. 

Balfams  Aftringent,  ufed  in  injections         —  I.  95 

:  their  ufe  in  Gleet         -  199 


form  of  ufing  in  injection  445-447 

Baric 


549 


INDEX. 


Vol.  Page. 

Bark  Peruvian,  ufefal  in  Gonorrhoea        -  I.  116 

 in  f  welling  of  the  teflis  361 

Barytes  Muriated,  its  effects  in  fores  fucceeding 

to  buboes  II.  371 

— —  —  obfervations  on  the  ufe  of  535 

Bladder,  inflammation  of                   -  I.  137 

Blindnefs,  from  Lues  Venerea              —  II.  138 

  defcription  of             —             —  139 

 venereal,  method  of  treatment  of  II.  409 

Blifters,  ufe  of  in  Gonorrhoea               —  I.  113 

«—— ufeful  in  Gleet              —              —  206 

-1  their  utility  in  deranged  frnfations  of  the 

bladder  and  perineum  '              -  325 

—  fometimes  ufeful  in  Hernia  Humoralis  360 

 in  certain  kinds  of  fwell- 

ings              -  Hi  397 

Blood-letting,  when  indicated  in  Gonorrhoea  I.  123 

,  ufeful  in  Chordee               -  152 

 local,  ufeful  in  the  treatment  of 

bubo             -             -  H.  356 

Blotches,  venereal,              -               —  84 

 moll  frequent  feat  of          —  86 

 1  how  diftinguifhed           -  87 

.  cure  of          -              -  390 

Borax,  its  utility  in  removing  mercurial  falivation  280 

Bougies              -                     -  !•  J97 

 often  ufeful  in  Gleet               -  204 

.  obfervations  on              -             -  271 

 chief  objects  in  the  formation  of        -  275 

 directions  for  the  ufe  of               —  278 

.  fometimes  flip  into  the  bladder       -  283 

Bougies, 


INDEX.  541 

Vol.  Page. 

Bougies,  time  of  remaining  in  the  urethra  I,  286 

— —  mould  not  be  allowed  to  remain  long  in 

the  bladder           —                —  290 

■  ■  ■      much  perfeverance  neceflary  in  their  ap- 

plication            -               -  292 

■  formula?  for  preparing                 —  458 
Bubo,  definition  of             -             —            II.  26 
1           may  take  place  without  chancre,  or  any- 
previous  mark  of  infection           —  27 

 produced  by  the  abforption  of  the  fyphi- 

litic  virus          —                 —  29 

 feat  of          —                     —  34. 

 frequently  more  than  one        —          —  42 

■  caufe  of  being  always  external           —  43 
— — —  defcription  of               —               —  45 
 fuppurates  more  quickly  than  other  glan- 
dular tumours          -             —  48 

•'  how  diftinguifhed  from  other  tumours  in 

the  groin            —               —  49 

<           often  connected  with  fcrophula           —  ib. 

 ; —  fometimes  connected  with  eryfipelas  52 

"          in  women,  fituation  of          —          —  57 

■  at  fir  it  always  local           —           —  58 

 method  of  treatment  of          —           —  349 

•  ■  ■      fuppuration  of,  never  to  be  encouraged  350 

■  difcufiion  of,  always  to  be  attempted  ib. 

■  ■  — '  remedies  to  be  applied  for  352 

"    ■  ■     fuppurated,  treatment  of              —  358 

 —  object  in  opening           —  361 

—  different  methods  of  opening  ib. 

»  ■     -  ■  Indolent,  fhte  of  defcribed.            -  371 


542  INDEX. 

Vol.  Pa^c. 

c. 

Calces  of  mercury,  activity  of        -  II.  221 

 1  differences  between  the       -  226 

Calaminaris  Lapis,  form  of  ufing  in  injection  I.  447 
Calomel,  ufed  in  injections  in  Gonorrhoea  —  92 
— — —  forms  of  ufing  in  injection  —  445 

 obfervations  on  —  -         II.  241 

 frictions  with,  in  the  infide  of  the  mouth  251 

Camphor,  proves  ufeful  in  chordee  —  I.  151 

 form  of  ufing  in  injection  —  453 

Cantharides,  ufeful  in  gleet         —  —  200 

■  form  of  ufing  in  injections  —  457 
Caruncles,  or  flefhy  excrefcences  in  the  urethra  256 
Cataracts,  from  Lues  Venerea  —  II.  140 

 effect  of  mercury  upon  —  409 

Catheter,  obfervations  on  the  ufe  of  —  I.  335 
Cauftic,  danger  of  introducing  into  the  urethra  305 
 caution,  in  applying  to  chancres       -     II.  326 

I  experiment  concerning  —  327 

'  method  of  ufing  —  -  332 

■  its  utility  in  fores  fucceeding  to  buboes  368 

—  in  venereal  ulcers  —  378 

Chancre  within  the  urethra,  inftance  of       -       I.  21 


the  matter  of  does  not  produce  Gonor- 
rhoea — 
farther  proofs  of  this 
does  not  always  precede  buboes 
defcribed,  — 
different  periods  of  appearing 
feat  of  —  — 

matter  of  — 


33 

437 
-  3S1 

IL  13 

14- 

15 
i6 

o^iancres 


INDEX. 


543 


Vol.  Page. 


Chancres  varieties  of  —  —  II,  19 

 in  fome  inftances,  rapid  progrefe  of       —  22 

 remarkable  inftances  of  -  jb. 

1  in  women  —  —  24 

 cure  of  —  —  322 

 ■ —  mould  be  healed  fpeedily  —  323 

 the  cure  of,  not  always  to  be  affected  bj 

the  internal  ufe  of  mercury,  323 
— • — - — p-TT —  never  to  be  trufted  to  local  re- 
medies alone  —  325 

 mod  quickly  cured  by  the  ufe  of  cauftic  326 

■      inflamed  ftate  of,  relieved  by  leeches       —  337 

 dangerous  haemorrhage  from  —  341 

— —  inflamed  ftate  of,  not  hurt  by  mercury  343 

 clean  ftate  of,  various  applications  for     —  344 

■        treatment  of,  when  conjoined  with  phy- 

mofis  -  -  345 

— — —  in  women,  method  of  treatment  of  —  347 
Chops  in  the  hands  and  feet  defcribed  —  147 

 method  of  cure  of  415 

Chordee,  definition  of  —  —  I.  148 

■  produced  by  inflammation  —  149 

Cicuta,  fometimes  ufeful  in  fores  fucceeding  to  bu- 
boes -  -  II.  367 
Cicumcifion,  obfervations  on  the  operation  of        J.  402 
Cold  Bathing,  ufeful  in  Gonorrhoea            —  115 

 ' — -         in  Gleet  —  —        20 1 

  ■  in  f welling  of  the  teftis  361 

Cold  and  Dampnefs,  dangerous  effect  of  in  Lues 

Venerea  -  -  -B,  no 

Confequenees  of  Gonorrhoea  Virulent  a       -       I.  174 

Cord 


544 


INDEX. 


Vol  Page. 

Cord  fpermatic,  fwellings  of  -  I-  36c 

 remedies  applied  for  367 

Corona  Veneris,  what  -  —  J\m  89 

Cowper's  Glands,  aiFe&ions  of  -  I.  no 

D. 

Deafnefe,  from  Lues  Venerea       -  -       II.  145 

 method  of  treatment  of  - 

Deco£tum  Luutanicum,  or  Lifbon  diet-drink,  for- 

mulse  of  -  -  -         I.  466 

 Ligni  guajaci,  form  of.         —  II.  531 

—  — —  Sarfaparillae,  —  —  ib. 

 Mezerei,  —  — 

Deranged  Senfations  in  the  bladder  and  urethra     I.  314 

—  — — ■  not  eafily  accounted  for  319 

 remedies  to  be  ufed  in       —  323 

Diarrhoea  excited  by  mercury,  remedies  for        II.  287 
Difeafes,  different,  may  exift  at  the  fame  time  on 

the  fame  part  -  -  99 

Dropfy,  fyphilitic  cafe  of,  cured  by  mercury  —  500 
Duncan,  Dr,  his  opinion  of  the  action  of  mercury  214 

E. 

Electricity,  its  utility  in  the  indolent  ftate  of 

Bubo                -                   -  II.  372 

Elephantiafis,  a  fymptom  in  Syphilis            -  14S 

Emetics,  their  utility  in  Hernia  Humoralis  L  358 

Emplaftrum  Mercuriale,  form  of           -  II.  521 

 Lythargyri,              -  534 

Epilepfy  Syphilitic,  cafe  of,  cured  by  mercury  511 

Eruption 


INDEX. 


545 


Vol.  Page. 

Eruption  induced  by  mercury,  defcription  of       II.  292 

 ■  remedies  for  293 

Efcharotics,  their  utility  in  chancres  —  326 

Excoriations  from  Gonorrhoea  do  not  require  mer- 
cury -  -  I.  22 

 1  in  the  parts  of  generation  of  women  394 

Excrefcences,  Venereal,  about  the  anus  II.  124 

 defcription  of  —  126 

— —  in   women,  fometimes 

produce  buboes       —  ib. 
 — —  cure  of  —  400 

F. 

Fever,  as  a  fymptom  of  Lues  Venerea  -  153 

 Venereal,  obfervations  on  —  419 

Fiftula  in  Perinaeo,  mod  frequent  caufe  of    —       I.  304 
Fluor  Albus,  its  refemblance  to  Gonorrhoea  159 
— —  how  to  be  diftinguilhed  from  Go- 
norrhoea          -            —  160 

 cured  by  aftringent  injections       —  161 

Frenum,  fometimes  neceffary  to  cut        —           II.  335 
Fumigations  with  Mercury,  in  what  manner  ap- 
plied             —                  -  230 

■  fometimes  ufeful  in  chancres        —  334 

 »  their  utility  in  fores  fucceeding  to 

buboes  —  —  370 

G. 

Gangrene  induced  by  Chancres,  rapid  progrefs  of  338 
 ,  —  opium  the  belt  re- 
medy for       -  339 
Vol.  II.                     N  n  Gangrene 


54° 


INDEX. 


Gangrene  induced  by  Chancres,  mercury  does 

harm  in        II.  341 

Gargarifma  e  borace,  form  of              —  531 

Gilchrift,  Dr,  his  Efiay  on  SibbeiK            —  447 

Glands  in  the  Groin,  fwellirigs  of           -          I.  37S 

———————          remedies  employed  in  379 

Glans  and  Prepuce,  excoriations  of              —  384 

Gleet,  import  of  the  term              —           —  176 

  remarkable  cafe  of             —             —  180 

—  —  arifes  from  different  caufes,             —  183 

 often  the  effeft  of  local  relaxation          —  185 

— —  feldom  of  general  debility  — -  188 

  remedies  ufeful  in                    —  189- 

— —  inflammation  ufeful  in  J  96 

— —  diet  recommended  in                 —  199" 

relieved  by  a  feton  in  perinao              —  207 

  a  frequent  confequence  of  ftrifhires  in  the 

urethra                —                —  208 

—  fometimes  relieved  by  opiates           —  214 
Gonorrhoea  and  Lues  Venerea  appeared  at  diffe- 
rent periods                  —  3 

'             —  a  more  frequent  difeafe  than  pox  19 

.   tranflation  of  the  matter  of          —  25 

 the  matter  of  does  not  produce  chan- 
cres             —               —  33 

—  farther  proofs  of  this           —  437 

—  and  fyphilis  fometimes-  remain  long 

diftintt              -             —  34 

■  ■   time  of  appearing              —         —  44. 

 fymptoms  of           -           —  45 

<  fympathetic  pains  in             -  46" 


Gonorrhoea 


INDEX. 

547 

Vol.  Page. 

vronorrncEaj  in  women  ~ 

I.  5* 

 matter  of  — 

55 

 manner  of  infection  in 

5* 

 1  remarkable  faft  in 

f8 

I.-.*  - .  ■  matter  of,  not  produced  by  ulcers 

59 

 produced  by  inflammation 

— 

62 

 — —  refemblance  of  to  catarrh 

— 

63 

 prognoiis  in              —  • 

— 

65 

—  -  general  obfervations  on  - 

70 

 firft  ftage  of  — 

81 

— —  regimen  in  ~ 

104* 

 low  diet  impropet  in 

ib. 

•  fecond  ftage  of  — 

106 

«  third  ftage  of  — 

iao 

 —  fourth  ftage  of  — 

136 

  in  women  — 

!57 

 always  a  local  difeafe 

168 

*  fpuria,  what  ~ 

— 

■   ~  obfervations  on 

385 

 means  of  diftinguiftiing  from 

Lues  Venerea 

388 

•  ■      ■  .   > —  method  of  curing 

39° 

■   .  —  excited  by  favin  applied  to 

the  urethra 

4x8 

 {implex  — 

■  -  n                       obfervations  on 

423 

i   remarkable  cafe  of 

425 

■    .           ■           may  be  produced 

by  the 

matter  of  fluor  albus 

429 

-    ..  ■■  may  excite  fwelling  of  the 

teftis  - 

431 

N  n  2 

Gonorrhoea 

54§ 


INDEX. 


Vol.  Page. 

Gonorrhoea  limplex,  may  excite  fwelling  of  the 

inguinal  glands  I.  431 
 neceffity  of  difcriminating  433 


 method  of  cure  —  434. 

Guaiacum,  obfervations  on  -  II.  303 

 proofs  of  its  power  as  an  anti-fyphi- 

litic  -  _  ib. 

Gutta  Serena,  from  Lues  Venerea  —  135 

H. 

Haemorrhages  from  the  urethra  —  I.  154 

■  produced  by  chancres,  remedies 

for  -  -        II.  341 

Headach,  fyphilitic  cafe  of,  cured  by  mercury  508 

Hernia  Humoralis,  what  -  1-337 

femoralis,  fometimes  miftaken  for  bubo       II.  55 

Herpes,  fimilar  to  venereal  eruptions  —  90 

Hunter,  Mr  John,  fome  of  his  opinions  examined, 
Vol.  II.  pages  32.  100.  171.  194.  and  288. 

Hydrocele,  fometimes  induced  by  hernia  humo- 
ralis —  -  I.  347 

Hyofcyamus,  proves  ufeful  in  chordee  -  153 

I. 

Impotency,  what              —                  —  219 

 — •           caufes  of                 —              —  221 

 frequently  induced  by  local  weaknefs  223 

— —  feldom  the  effect  of  general  debility  ib. 

 two  ftages  of                   —  226 


-  firft  ftage  of  —  —  ib. 

-  fecond  ftage  of  -  —  232 

-  relieved  by  electricity  -  235 

Impotency, 


INDEX. 


549 


Vol.  Page.- 

Impotency,  relieved  by  hyofcyamus  —       I.  235 

— ■  may  occur  from  fwelling  of  the  epi- 
didymis -  -  343 
Inflammation,  flight  degree  of,  neceffary  for  the 

production  of  bubo  -         II.  31 

Injections,  their  early  application  recommended     I.  86 

■  not  to  be  ufed  in  fwelled  teftes       -  90 

■  ftrength  of  —  —  97 

—  manner  of  ufing  —  —  98 

 frequency  of  ufing  —  101 

■  ■  fometimes  do  harm  —  114 

-   general  obfervations  on  the  ufe  of       —  169 

 ftimulating,  ufeful  in  gleet  —  191 

 —  aftringent  fometimes  ufeful  in  gleet  203 

■  formulae  of  —  —  447 

K. 

Kidneys,  fometimes  affe&ed  in  Gonorrhoea  62 

Kino,  an  ufeful  ingredient  in  injections           -  94 

 ufeful'in  Haemorrhagies                  -  155 

 forms  of  uflng  in  injection                  —  448 

 its  utility  in  diarrhoea                 —  II.  289 

L. 

Lapis  Calaminaris  ufed  in  injections         —  I.  93 

Lavender,  fpirit  of,  an  application  for  chancres  II.  344 

Lead,  ufed  in  injections              -              -  I.  95 

Leeches,  their  utility  in  hernia  humoralis       —  345 

 their  bites,  obfervations  on           -  39a 

Lime  Water,  when  ufeful  in  gleet           —  211 

Linimentum  Cerse,  form  of              -  IL  534 

N  n  3  Lips, 


55° 


INDEX. 


Vol.  Page. 

Lips,  method  of  treating  chancres  on       -  II.  348 

Lixivium  Caufticum,  form  of  ufing  in  injections  T.  455 
Lues  Venerea,  fometimes  takes  place  without  r 

chancres  —  15 
 n — :  appeared  in  Europe  before  Go- 
norrhoea             ~  —  34 
11               —  appeared  at  Otaheite  before  Go- 
norrhoea                 —  35 

—  '•  when  firft  accurately  defcribed        II.  1 

 in  what  manner  communicated  3 

1  ■■■   often  given  by  an  infected  nurfe 

to  a  child,  and  vice  verfa         —  4 

-,■   may  be  communicated  by  the 

milk  in  nurfing  —  ib. 

 matter  of,  may  be  abforbed  from 

any  part  of  the  fur- 
face  of  the  body     —  6 

■— — — — --  not  readily  abforbed 

from  the  ftomach  9 

 fymptoms  of  —  12 

 s  :  s  the  caufe  of  its  breaking  out  foon- 

er  in  fome  than  in  others       —  37 

—  ■  cannot  be  cured  by  evacuants       —  200 

— - — i — ..         in  infants  —  422 

.  j  proofs  of  —  424 

—  : —  cafes  of  —  426 

—   ,  how  to  be  treated       —  435 


remarkable  cafe  of  —  437 

fome  peculiarities  of  form  of       —  441 
its  power  in  inducing  other  dif- 
eafcs  -  -  463 

Lymphatic 


INDEX. 


Vol.  Page. 

Lymphatic  veffels  of  the  penis,  fwellings  of     -    I.  370 

 remedies  ufeful  in  375 

 two  cafes  of       -  377 

Lythargyri  acetum,  form  of  —  -  451 

M. 

Mania  fyphilitic,  cafe  of,  cured  by  mercury        II.  516 

Mel  Mercuriale,  form  of              —              —  524 

Mercury,  not  neceffary  in  Gonorrhoea        —        I.  169 

 r  ufeful  in  a  thickened  ftate  of  the  bladder  172 

 never  proves  ufeful  in  gleet             —  216 

— — —  apt  to  do  harm  in  hernia  humoralis       —  357 

■  crude,  form  of  uiing  in  inje&ion  —  446 
Mercurius  fublimatus  Corrofivus,  form  of  ufing  in 

injection  —  —  454 
Mercury,  partial  ufe  of,  a  remarkable  effeft  of     II.  103 

 general  obfervations  on  186 

 general  effecls  of  on  the  fyftem           —  188 

 ftimulating  effects  of                -  ib. 

 diflrefsful  fymptoms  induced  by         -  191 

—  operation  of,  in  the  cure  of  fyphilis       —  19a 

 irritation  excited  by,  not  neceffary  in  the 

cure                  —                 —  194 

 does  not  cure  fyphilis  by  the  evacuation 

which  it  excites               —             —  ib. 

 antidotal  powers  of,  proofs  of          -  205 

 acTs  as  an  antidote  in  the  cure  of  fyphilis  217 

 preparations  of              -              —  ib. 

 —  in  what  manner  rendered  adtive        —  220 

 different  methods  of  exhibiting           -  230 

'  fumes  of                 —                 -  ib. 

N  n  4  Mercury, 


INDEX. 


Vol.  Page. 

Mercury,  fumes  of,  in  fome  cafes  an  ufeful  remedy  J  I.  232 


Mercurial  preparations  from  triture,  obfervations 

on                     r                                      />  235 

Mercurius  alkalifatus,  obfervations  on           —  236 

 calcinatus,  obfervations  on          -  238 

 -—  form  of               —  525 

—  ■           fublimatus  corrofivus,  obfervations  on  239 

—  form  of               —  525 

-1  cinereus,  obfervations  on             —  243 

  form  of                 —  529 

 !  acetatus,  obfervations  on              —  244 

Mercurial  frictions,  obfervations  on              —  246 

Mercury  abforbed,  quantity  of  difficult  to  afcertain  248 

Mercurial  courfe,  duration  of               —  258 

Mercury  alterative,  courfe  of  defcribed         —  262 

r-j  ;  obfervations  on  261 

.  1  ;  j-  not  to  be  depended 

on  for  the  cure  of 

fy  philis          —  262 

— —  quantity  of,  neceffary  to  be  employed  269 

—  courfe  oi,  regimen  to  be  obferyed  in  273 

:  r  patients  taking,  ought  not  to  go  abroad  274 

>  courfe  of,  a  caution  previous  to       —  285 

'     .how  far  to  be  confklered  as  a  certain 

cure  for  fyphilis              —  295 

■   courfe  of,  its  failure  in  the  cure  of  fy- 

philis             —                  -  297 

■   how  to  be  applied  for  the  difcuffion  of 

bui   es           -                 —  352 
ffiould  be  given  during  every  ftage  of 

bjibo                -             -  359 


Mercury, 


INDEX. 


553 


Vol.  Page. 

Mercury,  Van  Swie ton's  folution  of          —  II.  527 

Mercurius  dulcis,  form  of          —                  —  526" 

 prsecipitatus  ruber,  form  of          —  52S 

Mezereon,  obfervations  on           —                 —  311 

 method  of  exhibiting            —  313 

 ufefnl  in  Hernia  Humoralis           —  403 

Morbid  ftate  of  the  fyftem  induced  by  mercury  299 

Mucus,  attra£lion  between  and  mercury            —  85. 

N. 

Nodes,  definition  of              —              —  159 
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 caufe  of  their  being  painful            —  113 
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-s  when  they  ought  to  be  laid  open  395 

O. 

Obftructions  in  the  urethra               -  I.  236 
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Ointment  mercurial,  ftrength  of              -  IT  ^53 

 obfervations  on  the  ufe  of  ib. 
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-         proves  hurtful  in  impotency           —  234 

Opium, 
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.       —  forms  of  ufing  in  injection            —  448 
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 ,  large  dofes  of  given  in  Lues  Venerea  318 
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 -  its  utility  in  irritability  of  the  bladder 
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urethra           —                    —  262 
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norrhoea, not  venereal           -             -  I.  9 
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— —  difference  between  it  and  Her- 
nia Humoralis            —  130 
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Vas  Deferens,  fwelling  of                  —  I.  12 

Venereal  fwelled  tefticle,  cure  of           —  II.  401 
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ter of              -              -  96 
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—  — ■  ■  a  frequent  caufe  of 
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Urine,  remarkable  effecl  of  in  gangrene  -f  338 
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Warts  on  the  genitals              -              =-\  1.  411 

—  -  obfervations  on  — 

 produced  by  irritation  414 
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Women  not  fo  fufceptible  of  Gonorrhoea  as  men  I.  157 
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